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Plate I The great saint Narada became very compassionate upon the King and decided ta 
instruct him about spiritual life. (page 1135) 
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Plate 2 Lord Krsna imparted the imperishable science of yoga to the sun-god, Vivasvan, wh 
instructed it to Manu, the father of mankind, who in turn instructed it to Iksvaku. (page 
1323) 
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Plate 3 The Su 








‘late 4 The perfect result of an education is the fixing of one’s mind on the lotus feet of 
<rgna. (page 1428) 
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Plate 6 The Personality of Godhead, appearing on the shoulder of Garuda, dissipated all the 
darkness of the universe. (page 1491] 


Plate 7 The remaining trees, being very much afraid of the Pracetas, immediately delivered 
their daughter at the advice of Lord Brahma. (page 1548) 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE 


The Descriptions of the Characteristics 
of King Puranijana 


TEXT 1 

HIq Say 
ta aieqey aay Teach: | 
TH UNAM TATI wll 21 


maitreya uvaca 
iti sandisya bhagavan 
barhisadair abhipujitah 
pasyatam raja-putranam 
tatraivantardadhe harah 


majtreyah uvaca—the great sage Maitreya continued to speak; zéi—thus; 
sandisya—giving instruction; bhagavan—most powerful lord; barhisadaih—by 
the sons of King Barhisat; abhipijitah—being worshiped; pasyatam—while 
they were looking on; raja-putranam—the sons of the King; tatra—there; 
eva—certainly ; antardadhe—became invisible; harah— Lord Siva. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Maitreya continued speaking to Vidura: My dear Vidura, 
in this way Lord Siva instructed the sons of King Barhigat. The sons of the 
King also worshiped Lord Siva with great devotion and respect. Finally, 
Lord Siva became invisible to the princes. 


PURPORT 


This chapter contains a great lesson concerning the monarchical kingdom 
in the days of yore. When King Barhisat was considering retiring from the 
royal duties, he sent his sons to perform austerities in order to become 
perfect kings for the welfare of the citizens. At the same time King Barhisat 
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was being instructed by the great sage Narada about the material world and 
the living entity who wants to enjoy it. It is therefore very clear how the 
kings and princes were trained to take charge of a kingdom. Welfare activi- 
ties for the benefit of the citizens were aimed at understanding the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. The human form of life is especially meant for 
understanding God, our relationship with Him and our activities in His 
service. Because the kings took charge of the spiritual education of the 
citizens, both the king and the citizens were happy in Krsna consciousness. 
In this regard, we should remember that the monarchical hierarchy of 
Pracinabarhisat comes from Maharaja Dhruva, a great devotee of the Lord 
and the most celebrated disciple of Narada Muni. King Pracinabarhisat was 
then too much engaged in fruitive activities due to performing different 
types of yajfias. One can actually be promoted to higher planetary systems 
or to the heavenly kingdoms by performing various yajnas, but there is no 
question of liberation or going back home, back to Godhead. When the 
ereat sage Narada saw that a descendant of Maharaja Dhruva was being 
misled by fruitive activities, he took compassion upon him and personally 
came to instruct him about the ultimate benediction of life, bhakti-yoga. 
How Narada Muni indirectly introduced the bhakti-yoga system to 
King Pracinabarhisat is very interestingly described in this Twenty-fifth 
Chapter. 


TEXT 2 
WAM ANAd: At ad Waa | 
TTA WRAY AS HN I 


rudra-gitam bhagavatah 
stotram sarve pracetasah 

Japantas te tapas tepur 
varsanam ayutam jale 


rudra-gitam—the song sung by Lord Siva; bhagavatah—of the Lord; 
stotram—prayer; sarve—all; pracetasah—the princes known as the Pracetas; 
japantah—reciting; te—all of them; tapah—austerity; tepuh—executed; 
varsanam—of years; ayutam— 10,000; jale— within the water. 


TRANSLATION 


All the Praceta princes simply stood in the water for ten thousand years 
and recited the prayers given to them by Lord Siva. 
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PURPORT 


Of course in the modern age one may be amazed how the princes could 
stand in the water for ten thousand years. However, living within air or 
living within water is the same process; one simply has to learn how to do 
it. The aquatics live within water for their whole life span. Certain favorable 
conditions are created to enable them to live within water. In those days, 
however, people used to live for 100,000 years. Out of so many years, if 
one could spare ten thousand years for the sake of austerity, he would be 
assured of success in his future life. This was not very astonishing. Although 
such a feat is impossible in this age, it was quite possible in Satya-yuga. 


TEXT 3 
mated ot: WAAR | 
AAV AATAT: FUG! TANIA Ul 3 1 


pracinabarhisam ksattah 
karmasv asakta-manasam 

narado ‘dhyatma-tattva-jnah 
krpaluh pratyabodhayat 


pracinabarhisam—unto King  Pracinabarhisat; ksattah—O Vidura; 
karmasu—in fruitive activities; dsakta—attached; madnasam— with this men- 
tality; naradah—the great sage Narada; adh yatma—spiritualism; tattva-jnah— 
one who knows the truth; krpaluh— being compassionate; pratyabodhayat— 
gave instructions. 


TRANSLATION 


While the princes were undergoing severe austerities in the water, their 
father was performing different types of fruitive activities. At this time the 
great saint Narada, master and teacher of all spiritual life, became very 
compassionate upon the King and decided to instruct him about spiritual 
life. 

PURPORT 


As pointed out by Prabodhananda Sarasvati Thakura, a great devotee of 
Lord Caitanya, kaivalya, or merging into the Brahman effulgence, is just 
like going to hell. He similarly states that elevation to the upper planetary 
systems for the enjoyment of heavenly life is just so much phantasmagoria. 
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This means that a devotee does not give any importance to the ultimate 
goal of the karmis and jranis. The ultimate goal of the karmis is promotion 
to the heavenly kingdom, and the ultimate goal of the jnanis is merging 
into the Brahman effulgence. Of course the jnanis are superior to the 
karmis, as confirmed by Lord Caitanya: koti-karmanistha-madhye eka 
jaani’ srestha. “One jndni, or impersonalist, is better than many thousands 
of fruitive actors.”’ (Ce. Madhya 19.147) Therefore a devotee never enters 
upon the path of karma, or elevation by fruitive activities. Narada Muni 
took compassion upon King Pracinabarhisat when he saw the King engaged 
in fruitive activity. In comparison to mundane workers, however, those 
who are trying to be elevated to the higher planetary systems by performing 
yajnas are undoubtedly superior. In pure devotional service, however, both 
karma and jndna are considered to be bewildering features of the illusory 
energy. 


TEXT 4 


WTR BINT BANISH Fea | 
Sethe: FARIA: ATTAE TTI I 8 II 


Sreyas tvam katamad rajan 
karmanatmana thase 
duhkha-hanih sukhavaptih 

Sreyas tan neha cesyate 


sreyah—ultimate benediction; tvam—you; katamat—what is that; rajan— 
O King; karmana—by fruitive activities; dtmanah—of the soul; thase—you 
desire; duhkha-hanih—disappearance of all distresses; sukha-avaptih— 
attainment of all happiness; sreyah— benediction; tat— that; na—never; tha— 
in this connection; ca—and; isyate—is available. 


TRANSLATION 


Narada Muni asked King Pracinabarhisat: My dear King, what do you 
desire to achieve by performing these fruitive activities? The chief aim of 
life is to get rid of all miseries and enjoy happiness, but these two things 
cannot be realized by fruitive activity. 


PURPORT 


In this material world there is a great illusion which covers real intelli- 
gence. A man in the mode of passion wants to work very hard to derive 


* 
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some benefit, but he does not know that time will never allow him to 
enjoy anything permanently. Compared to the work one expends, the gain 
is not so profitabley Even if it is profitable, it is not without its distresses. 
If a man is not born rich, and he wants to purchase a house, cars and other 
material things, he has to work hard day and night for many years in order 
to possess them. Thus happiness is not attained without undergoing some 
distress. 

Actually pure happiness cannot be had within this material world. If we 
wish to enjoy something, we must suffer for something else. On the whole, 
suffering is the nature of this material world, and whatever enjoyment we 
are trying to achieve is simply illusion. After all, we have to suffer the 
miseries of birth, old age, disease and death. We may discover many fine 
medicines, but it is not possible to stop the sufferings of disease or death. 
Actually medicine is not the counteracting agent for either disease or death. 
On the whole there is no happiness in this material world, but an illusioned 
person works very hard for so-called happiness. Indeed, this process of 
working hard is actually taken for happiness. This is called illusion. 

Therefore Narada Muni asked King Pracinabarhisat what he desired to 
attain by performing so many costly sacrifices. Even if one attains a 
heavenly planet, he cannot avoid the distresses of birth, old age, disease 
and death. Someone may argue that even devotees have to undergo many 
distresses in executing austerities and penances connected with devotional 
service. Of course for the neophytes the routine of devotional service may 
be very painful, but at least they have the hope that they will ultimately 
be able to avoid all kinds of distresses and achieve the highest perfectional 
stage of happiness. For the common karmis, there is no such hope because 
even if they are promoted to the higher planetary systems, they are not 
guaranteed freedom from the miseries of birth, old age, disease and death. 
Even Lord Brahma, who is situated in the highest planetary system 
(Brahmaloka), has to die. Lord Brahma’s birth and death may be different 
from an ordinary man’s, but within this material world he cannot avoid 
the distresses of birth, old age, disease and death. If one is at all serious 
about attaining liberation from these miseries, he must take to devotional 
service. This is confirmed by the Lord Himself in Bhagavad-gita: 


janma karma ca me divyam 
evam yo vetti tattvatah 
tyaktva deham punar janma 
naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna 
‘One who knows the transcendental nature of My appearance and 
activities does not, upon leaving the body, take his birth again in this 
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material world, but attains My eternal abode, O Arjuna.” (Bg. 4.9) 

Thus after attaining full Krsna consciousness, the devotee does not 
return to this material world after death. He goes back home, back to 
Godhead. That is the perfect stage of happiness, unblemished by any trace 
of distress. 

TEXT 5 


THAT 


A aaa WeraRT ae Bale: | 
ate & fle ard Fa geta wah: 14 I 


rajovaca 
na janami maha-bhaga 
param karmapaviddha-dhih 
bruhi me vimalam jnanam 
yena mucyeya karmabhih 


raja uvaca—the King replied; na—not; janami—I know; maha-bhaga—O 
great soul; param—transcendental ; karma—by fruitive activities ; apaviddha— 
being pierced; dhih—my intelligence; brishi—please tell; me—to me; 
vimalam—spotless; jidnam—knowledge; yena—by which; mucyeya—| can 
get relief; karmabhih— from the fruitive activities. 


TRANSLATION 


The King replied: O great soul, Narada, my intelligence is entangled in 
fruitive activities; therefore I do not know the ultimate goal of life. Kindly 
instruct me in pure knowledge so that I can get out of the entanglement 
of fruitive activities. 


PURPORT 
Sri Narottama dasa Thakura has sung: 


sat-sanga chadi’ kainu asate vilasa 
te-karane lagila ye karma-bandha-phdansa 


As long as a person is entangled in fruitive activities, he is bound to 
accept one body after another. This is called karma-bandha-phaisa — 
entanglement in fruitive activities. It does not matter whether one is 
engaged in pious or impious activities, for both are causes for further 
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entanglement in material bodies. By pious activities one can take birth 
in a rich family and get a good education and a beautiful body, but this 
does not mean that the distresses of life are ultimately eliminated. In the 
Western countries it is not unusual for one to take birth in a rich aristo- 
cratic family, nor is it unusual for one to have a good education and a very 
beautiful body, but this does not mean that Westerners are free from the 
distresses of life. Although at the present moment the younger generation 
in Western countries has sufficient education, beauty and wealth, and 
although there is enough food, clothing and facilities for sense gratification, 
they are in distress. Indeed, they are so distressed that they become 
“hippies,” and the laws of nature force them to accept a wretched life. 
Thus they go about unclean and without shelter or food, and they are 
forced to sleep in the street. It can be concluded that one cannot become 
happy by simply performing pious activities. It is not a fact that those who 
are born with a silver spoon in their mouths are free from the material 
miseries of birth, old age, disease and death. The conclusion is that one 
cannot be happy by simply executing pious or impious activities. Such 
activities simply cause entanglement and transmigration from one body 
to another. Narottama dasa Thakura calls this karma-bandha-phansa. 

King Pracinabarhisat admitted this fact and frankly asked Narada Muni 
how he could get out of this karma-bandha-phansa, entanglement in 
fruitive activities. This is actually the stage of knowledge indicated in the 
actually reaches the Blatfonm of frustration in an attonint fo discharge 
karma-bandha-phansa, he inquires about the real value of life, which is 
called brahma-jijfiasa. In order to inquire about the ultimate goal 
of life, the Vedas enjoin: tad vijiianartham sa gurum euabhienechet 
(Mundaka Up. 1.2.12). ‘In order to understand the transcendental science, 
one must approach a bona fide spiritual master.” 

King Pracinabarhisat found the best spiritual master, Narada Muni, and 
he therefore asked him about that knowledge by which one can get out of 
the entanglement of karma-bandha-phansa, fruitive activities. This is the 
actual business of human life. Jivasya tattva-jijnasa nartho yas ceha 
karmabhih (Bhag. 1.2.10). As stated in the Second Chapter of the First 
Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, a human being’s only business is inquiring 
from a bona fide spiritual master about extrication from the entanglement 
of karma-bandha-phansa . 

TEXT 6 


Ty Fey = gaaerahit: | 
a ot Reza wal wT TANTS IF I 
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grhesu kuta-dharmesu 
putra-dara-dhanartha-dhih 

na param vindate mudho 
bhramyan samsara-vartmasu 


grhesu—in family life; kuta-dharmesu—in false occupational duties; putra 
—sons; dara— wife; dhana—wealth; artha—the goal of life; dhth—one who 
considers; na—not; param—transcendence; vindate—achieves; mudhah— 
rascal; bhramyan—wandering; samsara—of material existence; vartmasu— on 


the paths. 
TRANSLATION 


Those who are only interested in a so-called beautiful life—namely 
remaining as a householder entangled by sons and a wife and searching 
after wealth—think that such things are life’s ultimate goal. Such people 
simply wander in different types of bodies throughout this material exist- 
ence without finding out the ultimate goal of life. 


PURPORT 


Those who are too much attached to family life—which consists of 
entanglement with wife, children, wealth and home—are engaged in kufa- 
dharma, pseudo-duties. Prahlada Maharaja has likened these pseudo 
occupational duties to a dark well (andha-kiipa). Prahlada has purposefully 
spoken of this dark well because if one falls into this well, he will die. He 
may cry for help, but no one will hear him or come to rescue him. 

The words bhramyan samsara-vartmasu are significant. In Caitanya- 
caritamrta, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu very clearly explains: brahmanda 
bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva (Cc. Madhya 19.151). All living entities are 
wandering in different types of bodies throughout different planets, and 
if, in the course of their wanderings, they come in contact with a devotee 
by the direction of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, their lives become 
successful. Even though King Pracinabarhisat was engaged in fruitive 
activity, the great sage Narada appeared before him. The King was very 
fortunate to be able to associate with Narada, who enlightened him in 
spiritual knowledge. It is the duty of all saintly persons to follow in the 
footsteps of Narada Muni and travel all over the world to every country 
and village just to instruct illusioned persons about the goal of life and to 
save them from the entanglement of karma-bandha, fruitive activity. 
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TEXT 7 
NG SWF 


MA AMT UAL AL TST TATETT | 
aTMISNTRSTATI «=| AAT: MN Il 


ndarada uvaca 
bho bhoh praja-pate rajan 
pasitn pasya tvayadhvare 
samjnapitan jiva-sanghan 
nirghrnena sahasrasah 


naradah uvadca—the great sage Narada replied; bhoh bhoh—hello; 
praja-pate—-O ruler of the citizens; rajan—O King; pasin—animals; pasya— 
please see; tuayd—by you; adhvare—in the sacrifice; samjnapitan—killed; 
jiva-sanghan—groups of animals; nirghrnena—without pity; sahasrasah—in 
thousands. 


TRANSLATION 


The great saint Narada said: O ruler of the citizens, my dear King, please 
see in the sky those animals which you have sacrificed without compassion 
and without mercy in the sacrificial arena. 


PURPORT 


Because animal sacrifice is recommended in the Vedas, there are animal 
sacrifices in almost all religious rituals. However, one should not be satisfied 
simply by killing animals according to the directions of the scriptures. One 
should transcend the ritualistic ceremonies and try to understand the actual 
truth, the purpose of life. Narada Muni wanted to instruct the King about 
the real purpose of life and invoke a spirit of renunciation in his heart. 
Knowledge and the spirit of renunciation (jiana-vairagya) are the ultimate 
goal of life. Without knowledge, one cannot become detached from mate- 
rial enjoyment, and without being detached from material enjoyment, one 
cannot make spiritual advancement. Karmis are generally engaged in sense 
gratification, and for this end they are prepared to commit so many sinful 
activities. Animal sacrifice is but one such sinful activity. Consequently, 
by his mystic power Narada Muni showed King Pracinabarhisat the dead 
animals which he had sacrificed. 
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TEXT 8 


Ud at aerdtaed Ut tad a | 
ANAT: - REP CCMATAAT Ic Il 


ete tvam sampratiksante 
smaranto valsasam tava 

samparetam ayah-kitais 
chindanty utthita-manyavah 


ete—all of them; tu@m—you; sampratiksante—are awaiting; smarantah— 
remembering; valgsasam—injuries; tava—of you; samparetam—after your 
death; ayah—made of iron; kiitaih—by the horns; chindanti—pierce; 
utthita—enlivened; manyavah—anger. 


TRANSLATION 


All these animals are awaiting your death so that they can avenge the 
injuries you have inflicted upon them. After you die, they will angrily 
pierce your body with iron horns. 


PURPORT 


Narada Muni wanted to draw King Pracinabarhisat’s attention to the 
excesses of killing animals in sacrifices. It is said in the sastras that by 
killing animals in a sacrifice, one immediately promotes them to human 
birth. Similarly, by killing their enemies on a battlefield, the ksatriyas who 
fight for a right cause are elevated to the heavenly planets after death. In 
Manu-samhita it is stated that it is necessary for a king to execute a mur- 
derer so that the murderer will not suffer for his criminal actions in his 
next life. On the basis of such understanding, Narada Muni warns the King 
that the animals killed in sacrifices by the King await him at his death in 
order to avenge themselves. Narada Muni is not contradicting himself here. 
Narada Muni wanted to convince the King that overindulgence in animal 
sacrifice is risky because as soon as there is a small discrepancy in the 
execution of such a sacrifice, the slaughtered animal may not be promoted 
to a human form of life. Consequently the person performing sacrifice will 
be responsible for the death of the animal, just as much as a murderer is 
responsible for killing another man. When animals are killed in a slaughter- 
house, six people connected with the killing are responsible for the murder. 
The person who gives permission for the killing, the person who kills, the 
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person who helps, the person who purchases the meat, the person who 
cooks the flesh and the person who eats it, all become entangled in the 
killing. Narada Muni wanted to draw the King’s attention to this fact. Thus 
animal killing is not encouraged even in a sacrifice. 


TEXT 9 


wa a Raheasgicad gadeay | 
Tara Ad fata aadt aA ll 


atra te kathayisye ‘mum 
itihasam puratanam 

puranyanasya caritam 
nibodha gadato mama 


atra—herewith; te—unto you; kathayisye—I shall speak; amum—on this 
subject matter; itihasam—history; puratanam—very old; puranjanasya—in 
the matter of Puranjana; caritam—his character; nibodha—try to under- 
stand; gadatah mama—while I am speaking. 


TRANSLATION 


In this connection I wish to narrate an old history connected with the 
character of a king called Purarijana. Please try to hear me with great 
attention. 


PURPORT 


The great sage Narada Muni turned toward another topic—the history of 
King Puranjana. This is nothing but the history of King Pracinabarhisat 
told in a different way. In other words, this is an allegorical presentation. 
The word purafijana means “‘one who enjoys in a body.” This is clearly 
explained in the next few chapters. Because a person entangled in material 
activities wants to hear stories of material activities, Narada Muni turned 
to the topics of King Purafjana, who is none other than King 
Pracinabarhisat. Narada Muni did not, however, deprecate the value of 
performing sacrifices in which animals are sacrificed. Lord Buddha, how- 
ever, directly rejected all animal sacrifice. Srila Jayadeva Gosvami has 
stated: nindasi yajiia-vidher ahaha sruti-jatam. The word sruti-jatam indi- 
cates that in the Vedas animal sacrifice is reeommended, but Lord Buddha 
directly denied Vedic authority in order to stop animal sacrifice. Conse- 
quently Lord Buddha is not accepted by the followers of the Vedas. 
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Because he does not accept the authority of the Vedas, Lord Buddha is 
depicted as an agnostic or atheist. The great sage Narada cannot decry the 
authority of the Vedas, but he wanted to indicate to King Pracinabarhisat 
that the path of karma-kanda is very difficult and risky. 

Foolish persons accept the difficult path of karma-kanda for the sake of 
sense enjoyment, and those who are too much attached to sense enjoyment 
are called mudhas (rascals). It is very difficult for a mudha to understand 
the ultimate goal of life. In the propagation of the Krsna consciousness 
movement, we actually see that many people are not attracted because 
they are mudhas engaged in fruitive activity. It is said: upadeso hi 
miirkhanam prakopaya na santaye (Hitopadesa). If good instructions are 
given to a foolish rascal, he simply becomes angry and turns against the 
instructions instead of taking advantage of them. Because Narada Muni 
knew this very well, he indirectly instructed the King by giving him the 
history of his entire life. In order to wear a gold or diamond nose pin or 
earring, one has to pierce the ear or nose. Such pain endured for the sake 
of sense gratification is endured on the path of karma-kanda, the path of 
fruitive activity. If one wishes to enjoy something in the future, he has to 
endure trouble in the present. If one wants to become a millionaire in the 
future and enjoy his riches, he has to work very hard at the present 
moment in order to accumulate money. This is karma-kandtya. Those who 
are too much attached to such a path undergo the risk anyway. Narada 
Muni wanted to show King Pracinabarhisat how one undergoes great 
troubles and miseries in order to engage in fruitive activity. A person who 
is very much attached to material activity is called visayi. A visayi is an 
enjoyer of visaya, which means eating, sleeping, mating and defending. 
Narada Muni is indirectly indicating through the story of King Purarijana 
that eating, sleeping, mating and defending are troublesome and risky. 

The words itihasam (history) and puratanam (old) indicate that although 
a living entity lives within the material body, the history of the living 
entity within the material body is very old. In this regard, Srila 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura has sung: anadi karama-phale, padi’ bhavarnava-jale, 
taribare na dekhi upaya. ‘‘Due to my past fruitive activities I have fallen 
into the water of material existence, and I cannot find any way to get out 
of it.” Every living entity is suffering in this material existence from past 
activities; therefore everyone has a very old history. Foolish material 
scientists have manufactured their own theories of evolution, which are 
simply concerned with the material body. But actually this is not the real 
evolution. The real evolution is the history of the living entity, who is 
puraiijana, living within the body. Sri Narada Muni will explain this evolu- 
tionary theory in a different way for the understanding of sane persons. 
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TEXT 10 


AATAN AA TAN TALTEEA: | 
TANAATATASSAVAAMTA TACT! UY of 


asit puranjano nama 
tasyavijnata-namasit 
sakhavijnata-cestitah 
asit— there was; purafijanah—Puranijana; nama—named; raja—king; rajan— 
O King; brhat-sravah—whose activities were great; tasya—his; avijiata—the 
unknown one;nama—of the name; dsit—there was; sakha— friend; avijfidta— 
unknown; cestitak— whose activities. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King, once in the past lived a king named Puranjana, who was 
celebrated for his great activities. He had a friend named Avijnata [the 
unknown one]. No one could understand the activities of Avijnata. 


PURPORT 


Every living entity is puranjana. The word puram means within this 
body, within this form, and jana means living entity. Thus everyone is 
puranjana. Every living entity is supposed to be the king of his body 
because the living entity is given full freedom to use his body as he likes. 
He usually engages his body for sense gratification, because one who is in 
the bodily conception of life feels that the ultimate goal of life is to serve 
the senses. This is the process of karma-kanda. One who has no inner knowl- 
edge, who does not know that he is actually the spirit soul living within 
the body, who is simply enamored by the dictation of the senses, is called 
a materialist. A materialistic person interested in sense gratification can be 
called a purarijana. Because such a materialistic person utilizes his senses 
according to his whims, he may also be called a king. An irresponsible king 
takes the royal position to be his personal property and misuses his treasury 
for sense gratification. 

The word brhac-chravah is also significant. The word sravah means fame. 
The living entity is famous from ancient times, for, as stated in Bhagavad- 
gita, na jayate mriyate va (Bg. 2.20). “The living entity is never born and 
never dies.’’ Because he is eternal, his activities are eternal, although they 
are performed in different types of bodies. Na hanyate hanyamane Sarire 
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(Bg. 2.20). ““He does not die, even after the annihilation of the body.” Thus 
the living entity transmigrates from one body to another and performs 
various activities. In each body the living entity performs so many acts. 
Sometimes he becomes a great hero—just like Hiranyakasipu and Kamsa, 
or in the modern age Napoleon or Hitler. The activities of such men are 
certainly very great, but as soon as their bodies are finished, everything else 
is finished. Then they remain in name only. Therefore a living entity may 
be called brhac-chravah; he may have a great reputation for various types 
of activities. Nonetheless, he has a friend whom he does not know. Mate- 
rialistic persons do not understand that God is present as the Supersoul 
and situated within the heart of every living entity. Although the Param- 
atma sits beside the jivatma as a friend, the jivatma, or living entity, does 
not know it. Consequently he is described as avijnata-sakha, meaning ‘“‘one 
who has an unknown friend.” The word avijiidta-cestitah is also significant 
because a living entity works hard under the direction of the Paramatma 
and is carried away by the laws of nature. Nonetheless, he thinks himself 
independent of God and independent of the stringent laws of material 
nature. It is stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


acchedyo ’yam adahyo “yam 
akledyo ‘Sosya eva ca 

nityah sarva-gatah sthanur 
acalo ‘yam sanatanah 


“This individual soul is unbreakable and insoluble and can be neither 
burned nor dried. He is everlasting, all-pervading, unchangeable, immovable 
and eternally the same.” (Bg. 2.24) 

The living entity is sanatana, eternal. Because he cannot be killed by any 
weapon, burnt into ashes by fire, soaked or moistened by water, nor dried 
up by air, he is considered to be immune to material reactions. Although 
he is changing bodies, he is not affected by the material conditions. He is 
placed under the material conditions, and he acts according to the direc- 
tions of his friend, the Supersoul. As stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto 
mattah smrtir jianam apohanam ca 

vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyo 
vedanta-krd veda-vid eva caham 


‘‘I am seated in everyone’s heart, and from Me come remembrance, knowl- 
edge and forgetfulness. By all the Vedas am I to be known; indeed | am 
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the compiler of Vedanta, and I am the knower of the Vedas. (Bg. 15.15) 

Thus the Lord as Paramatma is situated in everyone’s heart, and He gives 
directions to the living entity to act in whatever way the living entity 
desires. In this life and in his previous lives the living entity does not know 
that the Lord is giving him a chance to fulfill all kinds of desires. No one 
can fulfill any desire without the sanction of the Lord. All the facilities 
given by the Lord are unknown to the conditioned soul. 


TEXT 11 
ASAT: WOT TAT Test TA: | 
BICC N MER ALC EC MCE CMC MEST 


so ‘nvesamanah saranam 
babhrama prthivim prabhuh 
nanuripam yaddavindad 
abhit sa vimana iva 


sah—that King Puranjana; anvesamanah—searching after; saranam— 
shelter; babhrama—traveled over; prthivim—the whole planet earth; 
prabhuh—to become an independent master; na—never; anuruipam-—to his 
liking; yada—when; avindat—he could find; abhut—became; sah—he; 
vimanah—morose; iva—like. 


TRANSLATION 


King Puranjana began to search for a suitable place to live, and thus he 
traveled all over the world. Even after a great deal of traveling, he could 
not find a place just to his liking. Finally he became morose and 


disappointed. 
PURPORT 


The travelings of Purafjana are similar to the travelings of the modern 
hippies. Generally hippies are sons of great fathers and great families. It is 
not that they are always poor. But some way or another they abandon the 
shelter of their rich fathers and travel all over the world. As stated in this 
verse, the living entity wants to become a prabhu, or master. The word 
prabhu means master, but actually the living entity is not a master; he is 
the eternal servant of God. When the living entity abandons the shelter of 
God, Krsna, and tries to become a prabhu independently, he travels all 
over the creation. There are 8,400,000 species of life and millions and 
millions and trillions of planets within the creation. The living entity 
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wanders throughout these various types of bodies and throughout different 
planets, and thus he is like King Purafijana, who travels all over the world 
looking for a suitable place to live. 

Sri Narottama dasa Thakura has sung: karma-kanda, jiiana-kanda, kevala 
visera bhanda. “The path of karma-kanda [fruitive activities] and the path 
of jiiana-kanda [speculation] are just like strong pots of poison.”” Amrita 
baliya yeba khaya, nana yoni sada phire: “A person who mistakes this 
poison to be nectar and drinks it travels in different species of life.’ Kadarya 
bhaksana kare: “And, according to his body, he eats all types of abomi- 
nable things.”” For instance, when the living entity is in the body of a hog, 
he eats stool. When the living entity is in the body of a crow, he eats all 
kinds of refuse, even pus and mucus, and enjoys it. Thus Narottama dasa 
Thakura points out that the living entity travels in different types of bodies 
and eats all kinds of abominable things. When he does not become ulti- 
mately happy, he becomes morose or takes to the ways of hippies. 

Thus in this verse it is said (na anurupam) that the King could never find 
a place suitable for his purposes. This is because in any form of life and on 
any planet in the material world, a living entity cannot be happy because 
everything in the material world is unsuitable for the spirit soul. As stated 
in this verse, the living entity independently wants to become a prabhu, 
but as soon as he gives up this idea and becomes a servant of God, Krsna, 
his happiness immediately begins. Therefore Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
sings: (miche) mayara vase, yaccha bhese’, khaccha habudubu, bhai. “My 
dear living entity, why are you being carried away by the waves of maya?” 
As stated in the Bhagavad-gita: 


igsvarah sarva-bhitanam 
hrd-dese ‘rjuna tisthati 

bhramayan sarva-bhitani 
yantrarudhani mayaya 


‘The Supreme Lord is situated in everyone’s heart, O Arjuna, and is direct- 
ing the wanderings of all living entities, who are seated as on a machine, 
made of the material energy.” (Bg. 18.61) 

The living entity is carried in the machine of the body through so many 
species of life on so many planets. Therefore Bhaktivinoda Thakura asks 
the living entity why he is being carried away in these bodily machines to 
be placed in so many different circumstances. He advises that one surmount 
the waves of maya by surrendering unto Krsna. (Jiva) krsna-dasa, e visvasa, 
karle ta’ ara duhkha nai. As soon as we confront Krsna, Krsna advises: 
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sarva-dharman parityajya 
mam ekam saranam vraja 

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo 
moksayisyami ma sucah 


‘‘Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. [ shall 
deliver you from all sinful reaction. Do not fear.” (Bg. 18.66) 

Thus we are immediately relieved from traveling from one body to 
another and from one planet to another. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu says: 
brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva (Cc. Madhya 19.151). If, while 
traveling, a living entity becomes fortunate enough to become blessed by 
the association of devotees and to come to Krsna consciousness, his real 
life actually begins. This Krsna consciousness movement is giving all 
wandering living entities a chance to take to the shelter of Krsna and thus 
become happy. 

In this verse the words vimana iva are very significant. In this material 
world even the great King of heaven is also full of anxiety. If even Lord 
Brahma is full of anxiety, what of these ordinary living entities who are 
working within this planet? Bhagavad-gita confirms: 


abrahma-bhuvanal lokah 
punar avartino rjuna 


‘From the highest planet in the material world down to the lowest, all are 
places of misery wherein repeated birth and death take place.” (Bg. 8.16) 
In the material world a living entity is never satisfied. Even in the position 
of Brahma or in the position of Indra or Candra, one is full of anxiety 
simply because he has accepted this material world as a place of happiness. 


TEXT 12 
A arg NA AM: AA Tae TAA: Fe | 
RUA BUTATASA TA TANTTATT 11221 


na sadhu mene tah sarva 
bhiitale yavatih purah 

kaman kamayamano ’sau 
tasya tasyopapattaye 


na—never; sddhu—good; mene—thought; tah—them; sarvah—all; bhi- 
tale—on this earth; ydvatih—all kinds of; purah—residential houses; kaman— 
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objects for sense enjoyment; kamayamanah—desiring; asau—that King; 
tasya—his; tasya—his; upapattaye—for obtaining. 


TRANSLATION 


King Puranjana had unlimited desires for sense enjoyment; consequently 
he traveled all over the world to find a place where all his desires could be 
fulfilled. Unfortunately he found a feeling of insufficiency everywhere. 


PURPORT 


Srila Vidyapati, a great Vaisnava poet, has sung: 


tatala saikate, varibindu-sama, 
suta-mita-ramani-samaje 


Material sense gratification, with society, friendship and love, is herein 
compared to a drop of water falling on a desert. A desert requires oceans 
of water to satisfy it, and if only a drop of water is supplied, what is its use? 
Similarly, the living entity is part and parcel of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, who, as stated in the Vedanta-sittra, is anandamayo ‘bhyasat, 
full of enjoyment. Being part and parcel of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, the living entity is also seeking complete enjoyment. However, 
complete enjoyment cannot be achieved separate from the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. In his wanderings in the different species of life, 
the living entity may taste some type of enjoyment in one body or another, 
but full enjoyment of the senses cannot be obtained in any material body. 
Thus Purafijana, the living entity, wanders in different types of bodies 
but everywhere meets frustration in his attempt to enjoy. In other words, 
the spiritual spark covered by matter cannot fully enjoy the senses in any 
circumstance in material life. A deer may become absorbed in the musical 
sounds vibrated by the hunter, but the result is that it loses its life. 
Similarly, a fish is very expert in gratifying its tongue, but when it eats the 
bait offered by the fisherman, it loses its life. Even the elephant, who is so 
strong, is captured and loses its independence while satisfying its genitals 
with a female elephant. In each and every species of life, the living entity 
gets a body to satisfy various senses, but he cannot enjoy all his senses at 
one time. In the human form of life he gets an opportunity to enjoy all his 
senses pervertedly, but the result is that he becomes so harassed in his 
attempted sense gratification that he ultimately becomes morose. As he 
tries to satisfy his senses more and more, he becomes more and more 
entangled. 
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TEXT 13 


a wna feat cag aay | 
aad aafacitt: gt afaaearoy 123K 


sa ekada himavato 
daksinesv atha sanusu 
dadarsa navabhir dvarbhih 


puram laksita-laksanam 


sah—that King Purafijana; ekada—once upon a time; himavatah—of the 
Himalayan Mountains; daksinesu—southern; atha—after this; sanusu—on 
the ridges; dadarsa—found; navabhih—with nine; dvarbhih—gates; puram— 
a city; laksita—visible ; lak sanam—having all auspicious facilities. 


TRANSLATION 


Once while wandering in this way, he saw on the southern side of the 
Himalayas, in a place named Bharata-varsa [India], a city that had nine 
gates all about and was characterized by all auspicious facilities. 


PURPORT 


The tract of land south of the Himalayan Mountains is the land of India, 
which was known as Bharata-varsa. When a living entity takes birth in 
Bharata-varsa he is considered to be most fortunate. Indeed, Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu has stated: 


bharata-bhimite haila manusya-janma yara 
janma sarthaka kari’ kara para-upakara 


(Ce. Adi 9.41) 


Thus whoever takes birth in the land of Bharata-varsa attains all the 
facilities of life. He may take advantage of all these facilities for both 
material and spiritual advancement and thus make his life successful. After 
attaining the goal of life, one may distribute his knowledge and experience 
all over the world for humanitarian purposes. In other words, one who takes 
birth in the land of Bharata-varsa by virtue of his past pious activities gets 
full facility to develop the human form of life. In India, the climatic 
condition is such that one can live very peacefully without being disturbed 
by material conditions. Indeed, during the time of Maharaja Yudhisthira 
or Lord Ramacandra, people were free from all anxieties. There was not 
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even extreme cold or extreme heat. The three kinds of miserable 
conditions—adhyatmika, adhibhautika, adhidaivika (miseries inflicted by 
the body and mind itself, those inflicted by other living entities, and 
natural disturbances)—were all absent during the reign of Lord Ramacandra 
or Maharaja Yudhisthira. But at present, compared to other countries on 
earth, India is artificially disturbed. Despite these material disturbances, 
however, the country’s culture is such that one can easily attain the goal of 
life—namely salvation, or liberation from material bondage. Thus in order 
to take birth in India one must perform many pious activities in a past life. 

In this verse the word laksita-laksanam indicates that the human body 
attained in Bharata-varsa is very auspicious. Vedic culture is full of knowl- 
edge, and a person born in India can fully take advantage of Vedic cultural 
knowledge and the cultural system known as varnasrama-dharma. Even at 
the present time, as we travel all over the world, we see that in some 
countries human beings have many material facilities but no facilities for 
spiritual advancement. We find everywhere the defects of one-sided 
facilities and a lack of full facilities. A blind man can walk but not see, and 
a lame man cannot walk but can see. Andha-paigu-nyaya. The blind man 
may take the lame man over his shoulder, and as he walks the lame man 
may give him directions. Thus combined they may work, but individually 
neither the blind man nor the lame man can walk successfully. Similarly, 
this human form of life is meant for the advancement of spiritual life and 
for keeping the material necessities in order. Especially in the Western 
countries there are ample facilities for material comforts, but no one has 
any idea of spiritual advancement. Many are hankering after spiritual 
advancement, but many cheaters come, take advantage of their money, 
bluff them and go away. Fortunately the Krsna consciousness movement 
is there to give all facilities for both material and spiritual advancement. 
In this way people in the Western countries may take advantage of this 
movement, and in India any man in the villages, unaffected by the indus- 
trial cities of India, can still live in any condition and make spiritual 
advancement. 

The body has been called the city of nine gates, and these nine gates 
include two eyes, two ears, two nostrils, one mouth, a genital and a rectum. 
When the nine gates are clean and working properly, it is to be understood 
that the body is healthy. In India these nine gates are kept clean by the 
villagers who rise early in the morning, bathe in the well or rivers, go to the 
temples to attend mangalarati, chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra and 
take prasada. In this way one can take advantage of all the facilities of 
human life. We are gradually introducing this system in different centers 
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in our society in the Western countries. One who takes advantage of it 
becomes more and more enlightened in spiritual life. At the present 
moment, India may be compared to the lame man and the Western 
countries to the blind man. For the past two thousand years India has 
been subjugated to the rule of foreigners, and the legs of progress have 
been broken. In the Western countries the eyes of the people have become 
blind due to the dazzling glitter of material opulence. The blind man of the 
Western countries and the lame man of India should combine together in 
this Krsna consciousness movement. Then the lame man of India can walk 
with the help of the Westerner, and the blind Westerner can see with the 
help of the lame man. In short, the material advancement of the Western 
countries and the spiritual assets of India should combine for the elevation 
of all human society. 


TEXT 14 


TTBRATTANSVS ATTA 
aera: Te: dget ada Tee 2 elt 


prakaropavanattala- 
parikhair aksa-toranaih 

svarna-raupyayasaih srnigaih 
sankulam sarvato grhaih 


prakara— walls; upavana—parks; attala—towers; parikhaih—with trenches; 
aksa—windows; toranaih—with gates; svarna—gold; raupya—silver; ayasath— 
made of iron; srigaih— with domes; sankulam—congested; sarvatah—every- 
where; grhaih—with houses. 


TRANSLATION 


That city was surrounded by walls and parks, and within it were towers, 
canals, windows and outlets. The houses there were decorated with domes 
made of gold, silver and iron. 


PURPORT 


The body is protected by walls of skin. The hairs on the body are com- 
pared to parks, and the highest parts of the body, like the nose and head, 
are compared to towers. The wrinkles and depressions on different parts 
of the body are compared to trenches or canals, the eyes are compared to 
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windows, and the eyelids are compared to protective gates. The three 
types of metal—gold, silver and iron—represent the three modes of material 
nature. Gold represents goodness, silver passion, and iron ignorance. The 
body is also sometimes considered to be a bag containing three elements 
(tri-dhdtu): mucus, bile and air (kapha, pitta and vayu ). Yasyatma-buddhih 
kunape tri-dhatuke (Bhag. 10.84.13). According to Bhagavatam, one who 
considers this bag of mucus, bile and air to be the self is considered no 
better than a cow or an ass. 


TEXT 15 


TSA TA ATTEN: | 
FAME Stat Bra arate 124 


nila-sphatika-vaidirya- 
mukta-marakatarunath 

klpta-harmya-sthalim diptam 
sriya bhogavatim iva 


nila—sapphires; sphatika—crystal; vaidirya—diamonds; mukta—pearls; 
marakata—emeralds; arunaih—with rubies; klpta—bedecked; harmya- 
sthalim—the floors of the palaces; diptam—lustrous; sriya—with beauty; 
bhogavatim—the celestial town named Bhogavati; tva—like. 


TRANSLATION 


The floors of the houses in that city were made of sapphire, crystal, 
diamonds, pearls, emeralds and rubies. Because of the luster of the houses 
in the capital, the city was compared to the celestial town named Bhogavati. 


PURPORT 


In the city of the body, the heart is considered to be the capital. Just as 
the capital of a state is especially gorgeously filled with various high 
buildings and lustrous palaces, the heart of the body is filled with various 
desires and plans for material enjoyment. Such plans are sometimes com- 
pared to valuable jewels such as sapphires, rubies, pearls and emeralds. The 
heart becomes the center for all planning for material enjoyment. 


TEXT 16 
WO CAM ATS TATA: | 
Jevaaraataat franatefa: 2&1 
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sabha-catvara-rath yabhir 
akridayatanapanaih 

caitya-dhvaja-patakabhir 
yuktam vidruma-vedibhih 


sabha—assembly houses; catvara—squares; rathyabhih—by streets; akrida- 
ayatana—gambling houses; dpanaih—by shops; caitya—resting places; 
dhvaja-patakabhih—with flags and festoons; yuktam—decorated; vidruma— 
without trees; vedibhih—with platforms. 


TRANSLATION 


In that city there were many assembly houses, street crossings, streets, 
restaurants, gambling houses, markets, resting places, flags, festoons and 
beautiful parks. All these surrounded the city. 


PURPORT 


In this way the capital is described. In the capital there are assembly 
houses and many squares, many street crossings, avenues and streets, 
many gambling places, markets and places of rest, all decorated with 
flags and festoons. The squares are surrounded with railings and are devoid 
of trees. The heart of the body can be compared to the assembly house, for 
the living entity is within the heart along with the Paramatma, as stated in 
Bhagavad-gita: 


sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto 
mattah smrtir jianam apohanam ca 
vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyo 
vedanta-krd veda-vid eva caham 


‘‘T am seated in everyone’s heart, and from Me come remembrance, knowl- 
edge and forgetfulness. By all the Vedas am I to be known; indeed I am 
the compiler of Vedanta, and I am the knower of the Vedas.” (Bg. 15.15) 

The heart is the center of all remembrance, forgetfulness and deliberation. 
In the body the eyes, ears and nose are different places of attraction for 
sense enjoyment, and the streets for going hither and thither may be com- 
pared to different types of air blowing within the body. The yogic process 
for controlling the air within the body and the different nerves is called 
susumna, the path of liberation. The body is also a resting place because 
when the living entity becomes fatigued he takes rest within the body. 
The palms and soles of the feet are compared to flags and festoons. 
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TEXT 17 


qaieg aera feaTeASaES | 
aARegissoatawatarya Thal 


puryds tu bahyopavane 
divya-druma-latakule 

nadad-vihangali-kula- 
kolahala-jalasaye 


puryah—of that town; tu-then; bahya-upavane—in an outside garden; 
divya—very nice; druma—trees; lata—creepers; akule—filled with; nadat— 
vibrating; vihanga—birds; ali—bees; kula—groups of; kolahala—humming; 
jala-asaye—with a lake. 


TRANSLATION 


On the outskirts of that city were many beautiful trees and creepers 
encircling a nice lake. Also surrounding that lake were many groups of 
birds and bees that were always chanting and humming. 


PURPORT 


Since the body is a great city, there must be various arrangements such 
as lakes and gardens for sense enjoyment. Of the various parts of the body, 
those which incite sexual impulses are referred to here indirectly. Because 
the body has genitals, when the living entity attains the right age—be he 
man or woman—he becomes agitated by the sex impulse. As long as one 
remains a child, he is not agitated by seeing a beautiful woman. Although 
the sense organs are present, unless the age is ripe there is no sex impulse. 
The favorable conditions surrounding the sex impulse are compared here 
to a garden or a nice solitary park. When one sees the opposite sex, naturally 
the sex impulse increases. It is said that if a man in a solitary place does 
not become agitated upon seeing a woman, he is to be considered a 
brahmacari. But this practice is almost impossible. The sex impulse is so 
strong that even by seeing, touching or talking, coming into contact with, 
or even thinking of the opposite sex—even in so many subtle ways—one 
becomes sexually impelled. Consequently a brahmacari or sannydsi is 
prohibited to associate with women, especially in a secret place. The sastras 
enjoin that one should not even talk to a woman in a secret place, even if 
she happens to be one’s own daughter, sister or mother. The sex impulse is 
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so strong that even if one is very learned, he becomes agitated in such 
circumstances. If this is the case, how can a young man in a nice park 
remain calm and quiet after seeing a beautiful young woman? 


TEXT 18 


Raha | 
FIAMMIeTHeaeaeie |NRclI 


hima-nirjhara-viprusmat- 
kusumakara-vayuna 

calat-pravala-vitapa- 
nalini-tata-sampadi 


hima-nirjhara—from the icy mountain waterfall; viprus-mat—carrying 
particles of water; kusumakara—springtime; vayund—by the air; calat— 
moving; pravala—branches; vitapa—trees; nalini-tata—on the bank of the 
lake with lotus flowers; sampadi—opulent. 


TRANSLATION 


The branches of the trees standing on the bank of the lake received 
particles of water carried by the spring air from the falls coming down from 
the icy mountain. 


PURPORT 


In this verse the word hima-nirjhara is particularly significant. The 
waterfall represents a kind of liquid humor or rasa (relationship). In the 
body there are different types of humor, rasa or mellow. The supreme 
mellow (relationship) is called the sexual mellow (adi-rasa). When this 
ddi-rasa or sex desire comes in contact with the spring air moved by Cupid, 
it becomes agitated. In other words, all these are representations of riijpa, 
rasa, gandha, sabda and sparsa. The wind is sparsa, or touch. The waterfall 
is rasa, or taste. The spring air (kusumakara) is smell. All these varieties 
of enjoyment make life very pleasing, and thus we become captivated by 
material existence. 


TEXT 19 
TARTLTATAATAT gta: | 
Ard AAA Ten aT Bland: 11281! 
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nanaranya-mrga-vratair 
anabadhe muni-vrataih 

ahiitam manyate pantho 
yatra kokila-kijitaih 


nana—various; aranya—forest; mrga—animals; vradtaih—with groups; 
anabadhe—in the matter of nonviolence; muni-vrataih—like the great sages; 
ahiitam—as if invited; manyate—thinks; panthah— passenger ; yatra— where; 
kokila—of cuckoos; kujitaih—by the cooing. 


TRANSLATION 


In such an atmosphere even the animals of the forest became nonviolent 
and nonenvious like great sages. Consequently the animals did not attack 
anyone. Over and above everything was the cooing of the cuckoos. Any 
passenger passing along that path was invited by that atmosphere to take 
rest in that nice garden. 


PURPORT 


A peaceful family with wife and children is compared to the peaceful 
atmosphere of the forest. Children are compared to nonviolent animals. 
Sometimes, however, wives and children are called svajanakhya-dasyu, 
burglars in the name of kinsmen. A man earns his livelihood with hard 
labor, but the result is that he is plundered by his wife and children exactly 
as a person in a forest is attacked by some thieves and burglars who take 
his money. Nonetheless in family life the turmoil of wife and children 
appears to be like the cooing of the cuckoos in the garden of family life. 
Being invited by such an atmosphere, the person who is passing through 
such a blissful family life desires to have his family with him at all costs. 


TEXT 20 
TESUSMN TA Tat TATA | 
TUPI cS Ss cc Tan EET 


yadrcchayagatam tatra 
dadarsa pramadottamam 

bhrtyair dasabhir ayantim 
ekaika-Sata-nayakaih 


yadrcchaya—all of a sudden, without engagement; agatam—arrived; tatra— 
there; dadarsa—he saw; pramadd—one woman; uttamadm—very beautiful; 
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bhrtyaih—surrounded by servants; dasabhih—ten in number; ayantim— 
coming forward; eka-eka—each one of them; Sata—of hundreds; nayakaih— 
the leaders. 


TRANSLATION 


While wandering here and there in that wonderful garden, King Puranjana 
suddenly came in contact with a very beautiful woman who was walking 
there without any engagement. She had ten servants with her, and each 
servant had hundreds of wives accompanying him. 


PURPORT 


The body has already been compared to a beautiful garden. During youth 
the sex impulse is awakened, and the intelligence, according to one’s 
imagination, is prone to contact the opposite sex. In youth a man or woman 
is in search of the opposite sex by intelligence or imagination, if not 
directly. The intelligence influences the mind, and the mind controls the 
ten senses. Five of these senses gather knowledge, and five work directly. 
Each sense has many desires to be fulfilled. This is the position of the 
body and the owner of the body, purafijana, who is within the body. 


TEXT 21 
qaanifea gat sdterty aaa: | 
AAMT: || TTR THTN 112.211 


pajica-sirsahina guptam 
pratiharena sarvatah 

anvesamanam rsabham 
apraudham kama-riipinim 


pajica—five; sirsa—heads; ahina—by a snake; guptam—protected; 
pratiharena—by a bodyguard; sarvatah—all around; anvesamanam—one who 
is searching after; rsabham—a husband; apraudham—not very old; kama- 
rupinim—very attractive to fulfill lusty desires. 


TRANSLATION 


The woman was protected on all sides by a five-hooded snake. She was 
very beautiful and young, and she appeared very anxious to find a suitable 


husband. 
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PURPORT 


The vital force of a living entity includes the five kinds of air working 
within the body, which are known as prana, apana, vydna, samana, and 
udana. The vital force is compared to a serpent because a serpent can live 
by simply drinking air. The vital force carried by the air is described as the 
pratihara, or the bodyguard. Without the vital force one cannot live for a 
moment. Indeed, all the senses are working under the protection of the 
vital force. 

The woman, who represents intelligence, was searching after a husband. 
This indicates that intelligence cannot act without consciousness. A 
beautiful woman is useless unless protected by the proper husband. Intelli- 
gence must always be very fresh; therefore the word apraudha (very 
young) is used here. Material enjoyment means utilizing the intelligence 
for the sake of riipa, rasa, gandha, sabda and sparsa, or form, taste, smell, 
sound and touch. 


TEXT 22 


aaa gadl Tet Tattot TWAT | 
TaN Radi PSST 11221! 


sunasam sudatim balam 
sukapolam vardnanam 

sama-vinyasta-karnabhyam 
bibhratim kundala-sriyam 


su-ndsam—very beautiful nose; su-datim—very beautiful teeth; balam— 
the young woman; su-kapolam—nice forehead; vara-ananam—beautiful face; 
sama—equally; vinyasta—arranged; karnabhyam—both ears; bibhratim— 
dazzling; kundala-sriyam—having beautiful earrings. 


TRANSLATION 
The woman’s nose, teeth and forehead were all very beautiful. Her ears 
were equally very beautiful and were bedecked with dazzling earrings. 


PURPORT 


The body of intelligence enjoys the objects of sense gratification that 
cover it, such as smell, vision and hearing. The word sundsam (beautiful 
nose) indicates the organ for acquiring knowledge by smell. Similarly, the 
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mouth is the instrument for acquiring knowledge by taste, for by chewing 
an object and touching it with the tongue we can understand its taste. The 
word sukapolam (nice forehead) indicates a clear brain capable of under- 
standing things as they are. By intelligence one can set things in order. The 
earrings set upon the two ears are placed there by the work of the intelli- 
gence. Thus the ways of acquiring knowledge are described metaphorically. 


TEXT 23 
Rageiat ate sai aararaery | 
THA SUI Aad AWSTAAT 112311 


piSanga-nivim susronim 
syamam kanaka-mekhalam 
padbhyam kvanadbhyam calantim 


nipurair devatam iva 


pisanga—yellow; nivim—garment; su-sronim—beautiful waist; syamam— 
blackish; kanaka—golden; mekhalam—belt; padbhyam—with the feet; 
kvanadbhyam—tinkling; calantim—walking; nipuraih—with ankle bells; 
devatam—a denizen of the heavens; iva—like. 


TRANSLATION 


The waist and hips of the woman were very beautiful. She was dressed 
in a yellow sari with a golden belt. While she walked, her ankle bells rang. 
She appeared exactly like a denizen of the heavens. 


PURPORT 


This verse expresses the joyfulness of the mind upon seeing a woman 
with raised hips and breasts dressed in an attractive sari and bedecked with 
ornaments. 


TEXT 24 


at aaferam aazet fread | 
Tareda fgea ater TTA NVI! 


stanau vyanjita-kaigorau 
sama-vurtiau nirantarau 
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vastrantena nigithantim 
vridayd gaja-gaminim 


stanau— breasts; vyanijita— indicating; kaisorau— new youth; sama-vrttau— 
equally round; nirantarau—fixed close, side by side; vastra-antena— 
by the end of the sari;nig&éhantim— trying to cover ;vridaya— out of shyness; 
gaja-gaminim—walking just like a great elephant. 


TRANSLATION 


With the end of her sari the woman was trying to cover her breasts, 
which were equally round and well-placed side by side. She again and 
again tried to cover them out of shyness while she walked exactly like a 
great elephant. 

PURPORT 


The two breasts represent attachment and envy. The symptoms of raga 
and dvesa (attachment and envy) are described in Bhagavad-gita: 


indriyasyendriyasyarthe 
rdga-dvesau vyavasthitau 
tayor na vasam agacchet 
tau hy asya paripanthinau 


‘Attraction and repulsion for sense objects are felt by embodied beings, 
but one should not fall under the control of senses and sense objects because 
they are stumbling blocks on the path of self-realization.” (Bg. 3.34) 
These representatives of attachment and envy are very much unfavorable 
for advancement in spiritual life. One should not be attracted by the breasts 
of young women. The great saint Sarikaracarya has described the breasts of 
women, especially young women, as nothing but a combination of muscles 
and blood, so one should not be attracted by the illusory energy of raised 
breasts with nipples. They are agents of mayd meant to victimize the 
opposite sex. Because the breasts are equally attractive, they are described 
as sama-urttau. The sex impulse remains in an old man’s heart also, even 
up to the point of death. To be rid of such agitation, one must be very 
much advanced in spiritual consciousness, like Yamunacarya, who said: 


yadavadhi mama cetah krsna-padaravinde 
nava-nava-rasa-dhamany udyatam rantum asit 

tadavadhi bata nari-sangame smaryamane 
bhavati mukha-vikarah susthu nisthivanam ca 
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‘Since [ have been engaged in the transcendental loving service of Krsna, 
realizing ever new pleasure in Him, whenever I think of sex pleasure, | spit 
at the thought, and my lips curl with distaste.” 

When one is spiritually advanced he can no longer be attracted by the 
lumps of flesh and blood which are the breasts of young women. The word 
nirantarau is significant because although the breasts are situated in different 
locations, the action is the same. We should not make any distinction 
between attachmeni and envy. As described in Bhagavad-gita, they are both 
products of rajo-guna: 


sri bhagavan uvaca 
kama esa krodha esa 
rajoguna-samudbhavah 
mahasano maha-papma 
viddhy enam tha vairinam 


“The Blessed Lord said: It is lust only, Arjuna, which is born of contact 
with the material modes of passion and later transformed into wrath, and 
which is the all-devouring, sinful enemy of this world.” (Bg. 3.37) 

The word niguzhantim (trying to cover) indicates that even if one is 
tainted by kama, lobha, krodha, etc., they can be transfigured by Krsna 
consciousness. [n other words, one can utilize kama (lust) for serving Krsna. 
Being impelled by lust, an ordinary worker will work hard day and night; 
similarly a devotee can work hard day and night to satisfy Krsna. Just as 
karmis are working hard to satisfy kama-krodha, a devotee should work in 
the same way to satisfy Krsna. Similarly, krodha (anger) can also be used 
in the service of Krsna when it is applied to the nondevotee demons. 
Hanumanji applied his anger in this way. He was a great devotee of Lord 
Ramacandra, and he utilized his anger to set fire to the kingdom of Ravana, 
a nondevotee demon. Thus kama (lust) can be utilized to satisfy Krsna, 
and krodha (anger) can be utilized to punish the demons. When both are 
used for Krsna’s service, they lose their material significance and become 
spiritually important. 


TEXT 25 


ame ued a: adteferaeany | 
PIATRA VE: TARA NII 


tam aha lalitam virah 
savrida-smita-sobhanam 
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snigdhenapanga-punkhena 
sprstah premodbhramad-bhruva 


tam—unto her; aha—addressed; lalitam—very gently; virah—the hero; 
sa-vrida—with shyness; smita—smiling; sobhanam—very _ beautiful; 
snigdhena—by sex desire; apanga-punkhena—by the arrow of glancing; 
sprstah—thus pierced; prema-udbhramat—exciting love; bhruva—by the 
eyebrows. 


TRANSLATION 


Puranjana, the hero, became attracted by the eyebrows and smiling face 
of the very beautiful girl and was immediately pierced by the arrows of her 
lusty desires. When she smiled shyly, she looked very beautiful to Puranjana, 
who, although a hero, could not refrain from addressing her. 


PURPORT 


Every living entity is a hero in two ways. When he is a victim of the 
illusory energy, he works as a great hero in the material world, as a great 
leader, politician, businessman, industrialist, etc., and his heroic activities 
contribute to the material advancement of civilization. One can also be- 
come ahero by being master of the senses, a gosvami. Material activities are 
false heroic activities, whereas restraining the senses from material engage- 
ment is great heroism. However great a hero one may be in the material 
world, he can be immediately conquered by the lumps of flesh and blood 
known as the breasts of women. In the history of material activities there 
are many examples, like the Roman hero Antony, who became captivated 
by the beauty of Cleopatra. Similarly, a great hero in India named Bajirao 
became a victim of a woman during the time of Maharastrian politics, and 
he was defeated. From his story we understand that formerly politi- 
cians used to employ beautiful girls who were trained as visa-kanya. These 
girls had poison injected into their bodies from the beginning of their lives 
so that in due course of time they would become so immune to the poison 
and so poisonous themselves that simply by kissing a person they could 
kill him. Thus these poisonous girls were engaged to see an enemy and kill 
him with a kiss. Thus there are many instances in human history of heros 
who have been curbed simply by women. Being part and parcel of Krsna, 
the living entity is certainly a great hero, but due to his own weakness he 
becomes attracted to the material features. 


krsna-bahirmukha hana bhoga-varicha kare 
nikata-stha maya tare japatiya dhare 
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It is said in the Prema-vivarta that when a living entity wants to enjoy 
material nature, he is immediately victimized by the material energy. A 
living entity is not forced to come into the material world. He makes his 
own choice, being attracted by beautiful women. Every living entity has 
the freedom to be attracted by material nature or to stand as a hero and 
resist that attraction. It is simply a question of the living entity’s being 
attracted or not being attracted. There is no question of his being 
forced to come into contact with material energy. One who can keep him- 
self steady and resist the attraction of material nature is certainly a hero 
and deserves to be called a gosvami. Unless one is master of the senses, he 
cannot become a gosvami. The living entity can take one of two positions 
in this world. He may become a servant of his senses or he may become 
master of them. By becoming a servant of the senses, one becomes a great 
material hero, and by becoming master of the senses, he becomes a gosvami, 
or spiritual hero. 


TEXT 26 


Ha BAIN HAE Fa: ala | 
AAT oe vile fe Ara ata F REI 


ka tvam kanja-palasaksi 
kasyasiha kutah sati 

imam upa purim bhiru 
kum cikirsasi Samsa me 


ka—who; tvam—you; kanja-palasa—like the petals of the lotus;aksi—eyes; 
kasya—whose; asi—you are; tha—here; kutah—wherefrom; sati—O chaste 
one; imam—this; upa—near; purim—city; bhiru—O timid one; kim—what; 
cikirsasi—you are trying to do; samsa—kindly explain; me—unto me. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear lotus-eyed, kindly explain to me where you are coming from, 
who you are, and whose daughter you are. You appear very chaste. What 
is the purpose of your coming here? What are you trying to do? Please 
explain all these things to me. 


PURPORT 


The first aphorism in the Vedanta-sittra is athato brahma-jijndsa. In the 
human form of life one should put many questions to himself and to his 
intelligence. In the various forms of life lower than human life the intelli- 
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gence does not go beyond the range of life’s primary necessities—namely, 
eating, sleeping, mating and defending. Dogs, cats and tigers are always 
busy trying to find something to eat or a place to sleep, trying to defend 
and have sexual intercourse successfully. In the human form of life, how- 
ever, one should be intelligent enough to ask what he is, why he has come 
into the world, what his duty is, who is the supreme controller, what is the 
difference between dull matter and the living entity, etc. There are so many 
questions, and the person who is actually intelligent should simply inquire 
about the supreme source of everything: athato brahma-jijnasa. A living 
entity is always connected with a certain amount of intelligence, but in 
the human form of life the living entity must inquire about his spiritual 
identity. This is real human intelligence. It is said that one who is simply 
conscious of the body is no better than an animal, even though he be in 
the human form. In Bhagavad-gita Sri Krsna says: 


sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto 
mattah smrtir jranam apohanam ca 

vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyo 
vedanta-krd veda-vid eva caham 


‘I am seated in everyone’s heart, and from Me come remembrance, knowl- 
edge and forgetfulness. By all the Vedas am I to be known; indeed I am 
the compiler of Vedanta and I am the knower of the Vedas.” (Bg. 15.15) 

In the animal form the living entity is completely forgetful of his relation- 
ship with God. This is called apohanam, or forgetfulness. In the human 
form of life, however, consciousness is more greatly developed, and conse- 
quently the human being has a chance to understand his relationship with 
God. In the human form one should utilize his intelligence by asking all 
these questions, just as Puranyana, the living entity, is asking the unknown 
girl where she has come from, what her business is, why she is present, etc. 
These are inquiries about atma-tattva—self-realization. The conclusion is 
that unless a living entity is inquisitive about self-realization he is nothing 
but an animal. 

TEXT 27 


B CASA J T THEI ATA | 
TAM AN SHAM: FA BST ASHE: FWA Vl 


ka ete ‘nupatha ye ta 
ekadasa maha-bhatah 
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eta va lalanah subhru 
ko *yam te ‘*hih purah-sarah 


ke—who; ete—all these; anupathah—followers; ye—they who; te—your; 
ekadasa—eleven; maha-bhatah—very powerful bodyguards; etah—all of 
these; vad—also; lalanah—women; su-bhru—O beautiful-eyed one; kah—who; 
ayam—this; te—your; ahih—the snake; purah—in front; sarah—going. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear lotus-eyed, who are those eleven strong bodyguards with you, 
and who are those ten specific servants? Who are those women following 
the ten servants, and who is the snake that is preceding you? 


PURPORT 


The ten strong servants of the mind are the five working senses and the 
five knowledge- gathering senses. All these ten senses work under the aegis 
of the mind. The mind and the ten senses combine to become eleven strong 
bodyguards. The hundreds of women under the jurisdiction of the senses 
are addressed here as lalanah. The mind works under the intelligence, and 
under the mind are the ten senses, and under the ten senses are innumer- 
able desires to be fulfilled. All these, however, depend on the vital life 
force, which is here represented by the snake. As long as the vital life force 
is there, the mind works, and under the mind the senses work, and the 
senses give rise to so many material desires. Actually the living entity, 
known as purafjana, is embarrassed by so much paraphernalia. All this 
paraphernalia simply constitutes different sources of anxiety, but one who 
is surrendered unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who leaves all 
business to Him, is freed from such anxieties. Therefore Prahlada Maharaja 
advises a person who has taken to the materialistic way of life, which is 
never permanent but always temporary, to take shelter of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and leave aside all his so-called responsibilities in 
order to get free from all anxieties. 


TEXT 28 


a@ éarraq vam oft 

frat f& gfrazet za | 
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tvam hrir bhavany asy atha vag rama patim 
vicinvati kim munivad raho vane 
tvad-anghri-kamapta-samasta-kamam 


kva padma-kosah patitah karagrat 


tvam—you; hrih—shyness; bhavani—the wife of Lord Siva; asi—are; 
atha—rather; vak—Sarasvati, the goddess of learning; rama—the goddess of 
fortune; patim—husband; vicinvati—searching after, thinking of; kim—are 
you; muni-vat—like a sage; rahah—in this lonely place; vane—in the forest; 
tvat-anghri-your feet; kama—desiring; dapta—achieved; samasta—all; 
kamam—desirable things; kva—where is; padma-kosah—the lotus flower; 
patitah—fallen; kara—of the hand; agrat—from the front portion, or palm. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear beautiful girl, you are exactly like the goddess of fortune, or the 
wife of Lord Siva, or the goddess of learning, the wife of Lord Brahma. 
Although you must be one of them, I see that you are loitering in this 
forest. Indeed, you are as silent as the great sages. Is it that you are search- 
ing after your own husband? Whoever your husband may be, simply by 
understanding that you are so faithful to him, he will come to possess all 
opulences. I think you must be the goddess of fortune, but I do not see the 
lotus flower in your hand. Therefore I am asking you where you have 
thrown that lotus. 


PURPORT 


Everyone thinks that his intelligence is perfect. Sometimes one employs 
his intelligence in the worship of Uma, the wife of Lord Siva, in order to 
obtain a beautiful wife. Sometimes, when one wants to become as learned 
as Lord Brahma, he employs his intelligence in the worship of the goddess 
of learning, Sarasvati. Sometimes, when one wishes to become as opulent 
as Lord Visnu,he worships the goddess of fortune, Laksmi. In this verse all 
these inquiries are made by King Purafijana, the living entity who is bewil- 
dered and does not know how to employ his intelligence. Intelligence 
should be employed in the service of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
As soon as one uses his intelligence in this way, the goddess of fortune 
automatically becomes favorable to him. The goddess of fortune, Laksmi, 
never remains without her husband, Lord Visnu. Consequently, when one 
worships Lord Visnu he automatically obtains the favor of the goddess of 
fortune. One should not, like Ravana, worship the goddess of fortune alone, 
for she cannot remain long without her husband. Thus her other name is 
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Caricala, or restless. In this verse it is clear that Purafijana is representing 
our intelligence while he is talking with the girl. He not only appreciated 
the shyness of the girl, but he actually became more and more attracted by 
that shyness. He was actually thinking of becoming her husband and con- 
sequently was asking her whether she was thinking of her prospective 
husband or whether she was married. This is an example of bhoga-iccha— 
the desire for enjoyment. One who is attracted by such desires becomes 
conditioned in this material world, and one who is not so attracted attains 
liberation. King Purafijana was appreciating the beauty of the girl as if she 
were the goddess of fortune, but at the same time he was careful to under- 
stand that the goddess of fortune cannot be enjoyed by anyone except 
Lord Visnu. Since he doubted whether the girl was the goddess of fortune, 
he inquired about the lotus flower she was not holding. The material world 
is also the goddess of fortune because the material energy works under the 
direction of Lord Visnu. As stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


mayddhyaksena prakrtih 
suyate sa-caracaram 

hetunanena kaunteya 
jagad viparivartate 


‘This material nature is working under My direction, O son of Kunti, and 
it is producing all moving and unmoving beings. By its rule this manifesta- 
tion is created and annihilated again and again.” (Bg. 9.10) 

The material world cannot be enjoyed by any living entity. If one so 
desires to enjoy it, he immediately becomes a demon like Ravana, 
Hiranyakasipu or Kamsa. Because Ravana wanted to enjoy the goddess of 
fortune, Sitadevi, he was vanquished with all his family, wealth and opu- 
lence. One can, however, enjoy that maya bestowed upon the living entity 
by Lord Visnu. The satisfaction of one’s senses and desires means enjoying 
maya, not the goddess of fortune. 


TEXT 29 
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ndsam varorv anyatama bhuvi-sprk 
purim imam vira-varena sakam 

arhasy alankartum adabhra-karmana 
lokam param Srir iva yajiia-pumsa 


na—not; asam—of these; varoru—O most fortunate one; anyatama—any- 
one; bhuvi-sprk—touching the ground; purim—city ; inam—this; vira-varena 
—the great hero; sakam—along with; arhasi—you deserve; alankartum—to 
decorate; adabhra—glorious; karmana—whose activities; lokam—world; 
param—transcendental; srih—the goddess of fortune; iva—like; yajna-pumsa 
—with the enjoyer of all yajfias. 


TRANSLATION 


O greatly fortunate one, it appears that you are none of the women | 
have mentioned because | see that your feet are touching the ground. But 
if you are some woman of this planet, you can, like the goddess of fortune 
who, accompanied by Lord Visnu, increases the beauty of the Vaikuntha 
planets, also increase the beauty of this city by associating with me. You 
should understand that I am a great hero and a very powerful king on this 
planet. 


PURPORT 


There is a difference between demoniac mentality and devotional 
mentality. Devotees know perfectly well that the goddess of fortune, who 
is the constant companion of Visnu or Narayana, cannot be enjoyed by a 
living entity. This higher sense of understanding is called Krsna conscious- 
ness. Nonetheless, everyone wants to become happy by imitating the 
prosperity of Narayana. In this verse Purafijana states that the girl appears 
to be an ordinary woman. However, since he is attracted by her, he requests 
that she become as happy as the goddess of fortune by associating with 
him. Thus he introduces himself as a great king with great influence so that 
she might accept him as her husband and be as happy as the goddess of 
fortune. To desire to enjoy this material world as a subordinate of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead is godly. The demons, however, want to 
enjoy this material world without considering the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. This is the difference between a demon and a demigod. 

The word bhuvi-sprk mentioned in this verse is very significant. When 
the demigodssometimes come to this planet, they do not touch the ground. 
Puranjana could understand that this girl did not belong to the transcenden- 
tal world or the higher planetary system because her feet were touching 


Text 30] The Characteristics of King Purafijana 1171 


the ground. Since every woman in this world wants her husband to be very 
influential, rich and powerful, Purafijana, to seduce the girl, introduced 
himself as such a personality. In the material world, whether one be a man 
or a woman, one wants to enjoy. A man wants to enjoy a beautiful woman, 
and a woman wants to enjoy a powerful, opulent man. Every living entity 
who possesses such material desires is called purusa, an enjoyer. Super- 
ficially it appears that the woman is the enjoyed and the man is the enjoyer, 
but internally everyone is an enjoyer. Consequently everything in this 
material world is called maya. 


TEXT 30 
SCAM IGLG OC CCIE 0) 
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yad esa mapanga-vikhanditendriyam 
savrida-bhava-smita-vibhramad-bhruva 

tvayopasrsto bhagavan mano-bhavah 
prabadhate ‘thanugrhana sobhane 


yat—because; esah—this; ma—me; apanga—by your glances; vikhandita— 
agitated; indriyam—whose senses or mind; sa-vrida—with shyness; bhava— 
affection; smita—smiling; vibhramat—bewildering; bhruva—with eyebrows; 
tvaya—by you; upasrstah—being influenced; bhagavan—the most powerful; 
manah-bhavah—Cupid; prabadhate—is harassing; atha—therefore;anugrhana 
—be merciful; sobhane—O very beautiful one. 


TRANSLATION 
Certainly your glancing upon me today has very much agitated my 
mind. Your smile, which is full of shyness but at the same time lusty, is 
agitating the most powerful cupid within me. Therefore, O most beautiful, 
J ask you to be merciful upon me. 


PURPORT 


Everyone has lusty desires within, and as soon as one is agitated by the 
movement of a beautiful woman’s eyebrows, the cupid within immediately 
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throws his arrow at the heart. Thus one is quickly conquered by the eye- 
brows of a beautiful woman. When one is agitated by lusty desires, his 
senses are attracted by all kinds of visaya (enjoyable things like sound, 
touch, form, smell and taste). These attractive sense objects oblige one to 
come under the control of a woman. In this way the conditional life of a 
living entity begins. Conditional life means being under the control of a 
woman, and certainly the living entity is always at the mercy of a woman 
or a man. Thus living entities live in bondage to one another, and thus they 
continue this conditional material life illusioned by maya. 


TEXT 31 
aad ay ganar 
ATT RECALL 
sia F ala qaqa 
agen aaa Bafa 13211 


tvad-adnanam subhru sutara-locanam 
vyalambi-nilalaka-vrnda-samvurtam 
unntya me darsaya valgu-vacakam 
yad vridaya nabhimukham suci-smite 


tvat—your; dnanam—face; su-bhru—having nice eyebrows; su-tara—with 
nice pupils; locanam—eyes; vyalambi—scattered; nila—bluish; alaka-vrnda— 
by locks of hair; sarnurtam—surrounded; unniya—having raised; me—unto 
me; darsaya—show;; valgu-vacakam—having words very sweet to hear; yat— 
which face; vridaya—by shyness; na—not; abhimukham-—face to face; suci- 
smite—O woman with lovely smiles. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear girl, your face is so beautiful with your nice eyebrows and eyes 
and with your bluish hair scattered about. In addition, very sweet sounds 
are coming from your mouth. Nonetheless you are so covered with shyness 
that you do not see me face to face. I therefore request you, my dear girl, 
to smile and kindly raise your head to see me. 


PURPORT 


Such a speech is typical of a living entity attracted by the opposite sex. 
This is called bewilderment occasioned by becoming conditioned by 
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material nature. When thus attracted by the beauty of the material energy, 
one becomes very eager to enjoy. This is elaborately described in this 
instance of Purafijana’s becoming attracted by the beautiful woman. In 
conditional life the living entity is attracted by a face, eyebrows, or eyes, 
a voice or anything. In short, everything becomes attractive. When a man 
or a woman is attracted by the opposite sex, it doesn’t matter whether 
the opposite sex is beautiful or not. The lover sees everything beautiful in 
the face of the beloved and thus becomes attracted. This attraction causes 
the living entity to fall down in this material world. This is described in 
Bhagavad-gita: 


iccha-dvesa-samutthena 
dvandva-mohena bharata 

sarva-bhiitani sammoham 
sarge yanti parantapa 


‘OQ scion of Bharata [Arjuna], O conquerer of the foe, all living entities 
are born into delusion, overcome by the dualities of desire and hate.” 
(Bg. 7.27) 

This condition of life is called avidya. Opposed to this avidyd is real 
knowledge. Sri [sopanisad distinguishes between vidya and avidya, knowl- 
edge and ignorance. By avidyd (ignorance) one becomes conditioned, and 
by vidya (knowledge) one becomes liberated. Puranjana admits herein that 
he is attracted by avidya. Now he wishes to see the complete feature of 
avidyd and so requests the girl to raise her head so that he can see her face 
to face. He thus wishes to see the various features that make avidya 
attractive. 


TEXT 32 

WME SUF 
EY Ste ART WTAATARTTag | 
Maa Ff At caedt ae aeat 132K 


narada uvaca 
ittham puranjanam nari 
yacamanam adhiravat 
abhyanandata tam viram 
hasanti vira mohita 
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naradah uvdaca—the great sage Narada continued to speak; it#ham—upon 
this; purafjanam—unto Puranjana; nari—the woman; yacamanam-— begging; 
adhira-vat—being too impatient; abhyanandata—she addressed; tam—him; 
viram—the hero; hasanti—smiling; vira—O hero; mohita—being attracted 
by him. 

TRANSLATION 

Narada continued: My dear King, when Puranjana became so attracted 
and impatient to touch the girl and enjoy her, the girl also became attracted 
by his words and accepted his request by smiling. By this time she was 
certainly attracted by the King. 


PURPORT 


By this incident we can understand that when a man is aggressive and 
begins to woo a woman, the woman becomes attracted to the man. This 
process is described in the Bhagavatam as pumsah striya mithuni-bhavam 
etam (Bhag. 5.5.8). This attraction is enacted on the platform of sexual 
life. Thus the sex impulse is the platform of material engagement. This 
conditional life, the platform of material sense enjoyment, is the cause of 
forgetfulness of spiritual life. In this way a living entity’s original Krsna 
consciousness becomes covered or converted into material consciousness. 
Thus one engages in the business of sense gratification. 


TEXT 33 


a fram ad araaat gor | 
MAA TANT TA AT FA THAT 113311 


na vidama vayam samyak 
kartaram purusarsabha 

atmanas ca parasyapt 
gotram nama ca yat-krtam 


na—do not; vidama—know; vayam—I; samyak—perfectly; kartaram— 
maker; purusa-rsabha—O best of human beings; dtmanah—of myself; ca— 
and; parasya—of others; api—also; gotram—family history; nama—name; 
ca—and; yat-krtam—which has been made by whom. 


TRANSLATION 


The girl said: O best of human beings, I do not know who has begotten 
me. I cannot speak to you perfectly about this. Nor do I know the names 
or the origin of the associates with me. 
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PURPORT 


The living entity is ignorant of his origin. He does not know why this 
material world was created, why others are working in this material world, 
and what the ultimate source of this manifestation is. No one knows the 
answers to these questions, and this is called ignorance. By researching into 
the origin of life, important scientists are finding some chemical composi- 
tions or cellular combinations, but actually no one knows the original 
source of life within this material world. The phrase brahma-jijndsa is used 
to indicate an inquisitiveness to know the original source of our existence 
in this material world. No philosopher, scientist or politician actually knows 
wherefrom we have come, why we are here struggling so hard for existence 
and where we will go. Generally people are of the opinion that we are all 
here accidently and that as soon as these bodies are finished all our dramatic 
activities will be finished and we will become zero. Such scientists and 
philosophers are impersonalists and voidists. In this verse the girl is ex press- 
ing the actual position of the living entity. She cannot tell Purafijana her 
father’s name because she does not know from where she has come. Nor 
does she know why she is present in that place. She frankly said that she 
did not know anything about all this. This is the position of the living 
entity in the material world. There are so many scientists, philosophers and 
big leaders, but they do not know wherefrom they have come, nor do they 
know why they are busy within this material world to obtain a position of 
so-called happiness. In this material world we have many nice facilities for 
living, but we are so foolish that we do not ask who has made this world 
habitable for us and has arranged it so nicely. Everything is functioning in 
order, but people foolishly think that they are produced by chance in this 
material world and that after death they will become zero. They think that 
this beautiful place of habitation will automatically remain. 


TEXT 34 


Seta Aeaacard faqra A Ad: Wy | 
yay fafa ake Fe Tea: 132 


thadya santam atmanam 
vidama na tatah param 

yeneyam nirmita vira 
puri Saranam atmanah 


iha—here; adya—today; santam—existing; atmdnam-—living entities; 
vidama—that much we know; na—not; tatah param—beyond that; yena— 
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by whom; iyam—this; nirmita—created; vira—O great hero; puri—city; 
Saranam—resting place; atmanah—of all living entities. 


TRANSLATION 


O great hero, we only know that we are existing in this place. We do not 
know what will come after. Indeed, we are so foolish that we do not care 
to understand who has created this beautiful place for our residence. 


PURPORT 


This lack of Krsna consciousness is called ignorance. In Srimad- 
Bhdgavatam it is called parabhavas tavad abodha-jatah ( Bhag. 5.5.5.). 
Everyone is born ignorant. The Bhagavatam therefore says that we are all 
born ignorant within this material world. In our ignorance we may create 
nationalism, philanthropy, internationalism, science, philosophy and so 
many other things. The basic principle behind all these is ignorance. What 
then is the value of all this advancement of knowledge if the basic principle 
is ignorance? Unless a person comes to Krsna consciousness, all of his 
activities are defeated. This human form of life is especially meant to 
dissipate ignorance, but without understanding how to dissipate ignorance 
people are planning and building many things. After death, however, all of 
this is finished. 

TEXT 35 


Cd AAT: TEM F AT AVA AAS | 
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ete sakhayah sakhyo me 
nara naryas ca manada 
suptayam mayt jagartt 
nago ’yam palayan purim 


ete—all these; sakhayah—male friends; sakhyah—female associates; me— 
my ; narah— men; naryah— women; ca—and; mana-da—O very respectful one; 
suptayam—while sleeping; mayi—I am; jagarti-keeps awake; nagah—snake; 
ayam—this; palayan— protecting; purim—this city. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear gentleman, all these men and women with me are known as my 
friends, and the snake, who always remains awake, protects this city even 
during my sleeping hours. So much I know. I do not know anything beyond 
this. 
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PURPORT 


Puranjana inquired from the woman about those eleven men and their 
wives as well as the snake. The woman gave a brief description of them. She 
was obviously without full knowledge of her surrounding men and women 
and the snake. As stated before, the snake is the vital force of the living 
being. This vital force always remains awake even when the body and the 
senses become fatigued and do no work. Even in the state of unconscious- 
ness, when we sleep, the snake or the life force remains intact and awake. 
Consequently we dream when we sleep. When the living entity gives up this 
material body, the vital force still remains intact and is carried to another 
material body. That is called transmigration, or change of the body, and 
we have come to know this process as death. Actually, there is no death. The 
vital force always exists with the soul, and when the soul is awakened from 
so-called sleep, he can see his eleven friends, or the active senses and the 
mind with their various desires (wives). The vital life force remains. Even 
during our sleeping hours we can understand by virtue of our breathing 
process that the snake lives by eating the air that passes within this body. 
Air is exhibited in the form of breathing, and as long as breath is there, one 
can understand that a sleeping man is alive. Thus even when the gross body 
is asleep the vital force remains active and alive to protect the body. Thus 
the snake is described as living and eating air to keep the body fit for life. 


TEXT 36 
ferarssaaisht ag a Mea Barada 
Sater Tease SAHTAATTA 1134 


distyagato ’si bhadram te 
gramyan kaman abhipsase 

udvahisyami tams te "ham 
sva-bandhubhir arindama 


dist ya—fortunately for me; Ggatah asi—you have come here; bhadram— all 
auspiciousness; te—unto you; gramyan—sensual; kaman—desired enjoyable 
objects; abhipsase—you want to enjoy; udvahisyami—| shall supply; tan— 
all of them; te—unto you; aham—J; sva-bandhubhih—with all my friends; 
arindama—® killer of the enemy. 


TRANSLATION 


O killer of the enemy, you have somehow or other come here. This is 
certainly great fortune for me. I wish all auspicious things for you. You 
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have a great desire to satisfy your senses, and all my friends and I shall 
try our best in all respects to fulfill your desires. 


PURPORT 


The living entity comes down into this material world for sense gratifica- 
tion, and his intelligence, represented by the woman, gives him the proper 
direction by which he can satisfy his senses to their best capacity. In 
actuality , however, intelligence comes from the Supersoul, or the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, and He gives full facility to the living entity who 
has come down to this material world. As stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


vyavasayatmika buddhir 
ekeha kuru-nandana 

bahu-sakha hy anantas ca 
buddhayo ‘vyavasayinam 


“Those who are on this path are resolute in purpose, and their aim is one. 
O beloved child of the Kurus, the intelligence of those who are irresolute is 
many-branched.”’ (Bg. 2.41) 

When a devotee is advancing toward spiritual realization, his only aim is 
the service of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He doesn’t care for any 
other material or spiritual activity. King Puranjana represents the ordinary 
living entity, and the woman represents the ordinary living entity’s intelli- 
gence. Combined, the living entity enjoys his material senses, and the 
intelligence supplies all paraphernalia for his enjoyment. As soon as he 
enters the human form, the living entity is entrapped by a family tradition, 
nationality, customs, etc. These are all supplied by the maya of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Thus the living entity, under the bodily concep- 
tion of life, utilizes his intelligence to his best capacity in order to satisfy 
his senses. 


TEXT 37 


mi watufasa gd vagal faa | 
HATA TRA? BHAT Ta AAT: 11391 | 


imam tvam adhitisthasva 
purim nava-mukhim vibho 

mayopanitan grhnanah 
kama-bhogan satam samah 
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imam—this; tuam—your good self; adhitisthasva—just remain; purtim—in 
the city; nava-mukhim—with nine gates; vibho—O my lord; maya—by me; 
upanitan—arranged; grhpanah—taking; kama-bhogan—the materials for 
sense gratification; satam—a hundred; samah—years. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear lord, I have just arranged this city of nine gates for you so that 
you can have all kinds of sense gratification. You may hve here for one 
hundred years, and everything for your sense gratification will be supplied. 


PURPORT 


Dharmartha-kdma-moksanam dharah samprapti-hetavah. The wife is the 
cause of all kinds of success in religion, economic development, sense 
ratification, and ultimately salvation. When one accepts a wife, it is to be 
understood that he is being helped in his progressive march toward libera- 
tion. In the beginning of life a person is trained as a brahmacari and is then 
allowed to marry a suitable girl and become a householder. If one is 
thoroughly trained in household life, he finds all facilities for human life— 
eating, sleeping, mating and defending. Everything is there if it is executed 
according to regulative principles. 


TEXT 38 
mF aed TA aasqaeey | 
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kam nu tvad-anyam ramaye 
hy arati-jiam akovidam 

asamparayabhimukham 
asvastana-vidam pasum 


kam—unto whom; nu—then; tvat—than yourself; anyam—other; ramaye 
—I shall allow to enjoy; hi—certainly; arati-jiam—without knowledge of 
sex enjoyment; akovidam—therefore almost foolish; asamparaya—without 
knowledge of the next life; abhimukham—looking forward; asvastana-vidam 
—one who does not know what is happening next; pasum—like animals. 


TRANSLATION 


How can I expect to unite with others who are neither conversant about 
sex nor capable of knowing how to enjoy life while living or after death? 
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Such foolish persons are like animals because they do not know the process 
of sense enjoyment in this life and after death. 


PURPORT 


Since there are 8,400,000 species of life, there are also many different 
living conditions. In the lower grades of life (in plant and tree life) there is 
no system for sexual intercourse. In the upper grades (in the life of birds 
and bees) there is sex, but the insects and animals do not know how to 
actually enjoy sex life. In the human form of life, however, there is full 
knowledge of how to enjoy sex. Indeed, there are many so-called philoso- 
phers who give directions on how to enjoy sex life. There is even a science 
called kama-sastra, which is the science of sex. In human life there are also 
such divisions as brahmacarya, grhastha, vanaprastha, and sannyasa. There 
is no sex life except in the grhastha or householder asrama. The brahmacari 
is not allowed any sex, a vanaprastha voluntarily refrains from sex, and the 
sannyasi is completely renounced. The karmis do not practice brahmacarya, 
vanaprastha or sannyasa life, for they are very much interested in grhastha 
life. In other words, a human being is very much materially inclined. Indeed, 
all living entities are materially inclined. They prefer grhastha life because 
there is concession for sex. The karmis think the other statuses of life are 
worse than animal life, for animals also have sex, whereas the brahmacari, 
vanaprastha and sannyasi completely give up sex. The karmis, therefore, 
abhor these orders of spiritual life. 


TEXT 39 


TAL TAPIA A Aaa TT! | 
watent fatten tsi are a Safer Fg 33 II 


dharmo hy atrartha-kamau ca 
prajanando ’mrtam yasah 
loka visoka viraja 
yan na kevalino viduh 


dharmah —religious ritual; hi—certainly; atra—here in this grhastha-asrama, 
or householder life; artha—economic development; kamau—sense gratifica- 
tion; ca—and; praja-anandah—the pleasure of generations; amrtam—the 
results of sacrifice; yasah—reputation; lokah—planetary systems; visokah— 
without lamentation; virajah—without disease; yan—which; na—never; 
kevalinah—the transcendentalists; viduh—know. 
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TRANSLATION 


The woman continued: In this material world, a householder’s life brings 
all kinds of happiness in religion, economic development, sense gratifica- 
tion and in the begetting of children, sons and grandsons. After that, one 
may desire liberation as well as material reputation. The householder can 
appreciate the results of sacrifices, which enable him to gain promotion to 
superior planetary systems. All this material happiness is practically un- 
known to the transcendentalists. They cannot even imagine such happiness. 


PURPORT 


According to Vedic instructions, there are two paths for human activi- 
ties. One is called pravrtti-marga, and the other is called nivrtti-marga. The 
basic principle for either of these paths is religious life. In animal life there 
is only praurtti-marga. Pravrtti-marga means sense enjoyment, and nuvrtti- 
marga means spiritual advancement. In the life of animals and demons, 
there is no conception of nivrtti-madrga, nor is there any actual conception 
of praurtti-marga. Pravrtti-marga maintains that even though one has the 
propensity for sense gratification, he can gratify his senses according to the 
directions of the Vedic injunctions. For example, everyone has the pro- 
pensity for sex life, but in demoniac civilization sex is enjoyed without 
restriction. According to Vedic culture, sex is enjoyed under Vedic instruc- 
tions. Thus the Vedas give direction to civilized human beings to enable 
them to satisfy their propensities for sense gratification. 

In the nivrtti-marga, however, on the path of transcendental realization, 
sex is completely forbidden. The social orders are divided into four parts— 
brahmacarya, grhastha, vanaprastha and sannydsa—and only in the house- 
holder life can the pravurtti-marga be encouraged or accepted according to 
Vedic instructions. In the orders of brahmacarya, vanaprastha and sannyasa, 
there are no facilities for sex. 

In this verse the woman is advocating praurtti-marga only and is dis- 
couraging the path of nivrtti-marga. She clearly says that the yatis, the 
transcendentalists who are concerned only with spiritual life (kaivalya), 
cannot imagine the happiness of praurtti-marga. In other words, the man 
who follows the Vedic principles enjoys the materialistic way of life not 
only by becoming happy in this life, but also in the next life by being 
promoted to the heavenly planets. In this life such a person gets all kinds 
of material opulences, such as sons and grandsons, because he is always 
engaged in various religious functions. The material distresses are birth, old 
age, disease and death, but those who are interested in pravrtti-marga hold 
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various religious functions at the time of birth, old age, disease and death. 
Without caring for the distresses of birth, old age, disease and death, they 
are addicted to performing the special functions according to the Vedic 
ritualistic ceremonies. 

Factually, however, pravrtti-marga is based on sex life. As stated in 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, yan maithunddi-grhamedhi-sukham hi tuccham 
(Bhag. 7.9.45). A householder who is too much addicted to praurtti-marga 
is actually called a grhamedhi, not a grhastha. Although the grhastha desires 
sense gratification, he acts according to Vedic instructions. The grhamedhi, 
however, who is interested only in sense gratification, does not follow any 
Vedic instruction. The grhamedhi engages himself as an advocate of sex life 
and also allows his sons and daughters to engage in sex and to be deprived 
of any glorious end in life. A grhastha enjoys sex life in this life as well as 
in the next, but a grhamedhi does not know what the next life is about 
because he is simply interested in sex in this life. @n the whole, when one is 
too much inclined towards sex, he does not care for the transcendental 
spiritual life. In this age of Kali especially, no one is interested in spiritual 
advancement. Even though it is sometimes found that one may be interested 
in spiritual advancement, he is most likely to accept a bogus method of 
spiritual life, being misguided by so many pretenders. 


TEXT 40 
frazafinctat yarn =| 
NY TS fed TEU MASH AT TEVA: |IVoll 


pitr-devarsi-martyanam 
bhutanam atmanas ca ha 

ksemyam vadanti saranam 
bhave ’smin yad grhasramah 


pitr—forefathers; deva—demigods; rsi—sages; martyanam—of humanity 
in general; bhutanam—of the infinite living entities; atmanah—of oneself; 
ca—also; ha—certainly; ksemyam—beneficial; vadanti—they say; saranam— 
shelter; bhave—in the material world; asmin—this; yat—that which; grha- 
asramah—householder life. 


TRANSLATION 


The woman continued: According to authorities, the householder life 
is pleasing not only to oneself but to all the forefathers, demigods, great 
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sages, saintly persons and everyone else. A householder life is thus 
beneficial. 


PURPORT 


According to the Vedic system, when one is born in this material world 
he has many obligations. He has obligations to the demigods—the demigods 
of the sun and moon, King Indra, Varuna, etc.—because they are supplying 
the necessities of life. We receive heat, light, water and all other natural 
amenities through the mercy of the demigods. We are also indebted to our 
forefathers who have given us these bodies, paternal property, intelligence, 
society, friendship and love. Similarly, we are indebted to the general 
public for politics and sociology, and we are also indebted to lower animals 
such as horses, cows, asses, dogs and cats. In this way, as soon as one is born 
in this material world as a human being, he has so many obligations and is 
bound to repay all these obligations. If he does not repay them, he is 
further entangled in the process of birth and death. The grhamedhi, 
however, who is overly addicted to material things, does not know that 
if he simply takes shelter at the lotus feet of Mukunda, he is 
immediately freed from all obligations to others. Unfortunately a 
grhamedhi does not have any interest in Krsna consciousness. Prahlada 
Maharaja says: matir na krsne paratah svato va mitho ‘bhipadyeta grha- 
vratanam (Bhag. 7.5.30). A grhavrata is the same as a grhamedhi. One who 
takes sex life to be supreme finds action in Krsna consciousness confusing. 
Either due to his own personal consideration, or due to his having taken 
instructions from others or conferring with them, he becomes addicted 
to sexual indulgence and cannot act in Krsna consciousness. 


TEXT 41 


al ama a Read aad fraqtaq | 
a Filta Hea Ad Aveat Tee Taq 118211 


ka nama vira vikhyatam 
vadanyam priya-darsanam 

na urnita priyam praptam 
madrsi tvadrsam patim 


ka—who; nama—indeed; vira—my dear hero; vikhyatam—famous; 
vadanyam—magnanimous; priya-darsanam—beautiful; na—not; vrnita— 
would accept; priyam—easily; praptam—gotten; ma-drsi—like me; tva- 
drsam—like you; patim—husband. 
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TRANSLATION 


O my dear hero, who in this world will not accept a husband like you? 
You are so famous, so magnanimous, so beautiful and so easily gotten. 


PURPORT 


Every husband is certainly a great hero to his wife. In other words, if a 
woman loves a man, that man appears very beautiful and magnanimous. 
Unless one becomes beautiful in the eyes of another, one cannot dedicate 
his whole life to another. The husband is considered very magnanimous 
because he gives as many children to the wife as she likes. Every woman is 
fond of children; therefore any husband who can please his wife by sex and 
give her children is considered very magnanimous. Not only does the 
husband become magnanimous by begetting children, but by giving his 
wife ornaments, nice food and dresses, he keeps her completely under 
submission. Such a satisfied wife will never give up the company of her 
husband. Manu-samhitd recommends that to keep a wife satisfied a husband 
should give her some ornaments because women are generally fond of home, 
ornaments, dresses, children, etc. In this way the woman is the center of 
all material enjoyment. 

In this regard, the word vikhydtam is very significant. A man is always 
famous for his aggression toward a beautiful woman, and such aggression 
is sometimes considered rape. Although rape is not legally allowed, it is 
a fact that a woman likes a man who is very expert at rape. 


TEXT 42 


SA Hated Ula atfratra: 
far a astzwatieraa | 
TsIITAAS  Wigd- 
faaretea 9 areaifeayq Mee 


kasya manas te bhuvi bhogi-bhogayoh 
striya na sajjed bhujayor maha-bhuja 

yo ‘natha-vargadhim alam ghrnoddhata- 
smitavalokena caraty apohitum 


kasyah—whose; manah—mind; te—your; bhuvi—in this world; bhogi- 
bhogayoh—like the body of a serpent; striyah—of a woman; na—not; sajjet 


Text 43] The Characteristics of King Purafijana 1185 


—becomes attracted; bhujayoh—by the arms; maha-bhuja—O mighty-armed; 
yah—one who; anatha-varga—of poor women like me; adhim—distresses of 
the mind; alam—able; ghrna-uddhata—by aggressive mercy; smita- 
avalokena—by attractive smiling; carati—travels; apohitum—to dissipate. 


TRANSLATION 


O mighty-armed, who in this world will not be attracted by your arms, 
which are just like the bodies of serpents? Actually you relieve the distress 
of husbandless women like us by your attractive smile and your aggressive 
mercy. We think that you are traveling on the surface of the earth just to 
benefit us only. 


PURPORT 


When a husbandless woman is attacked by an aggressive man, she takes 
his action to be mercy. A woman is generally very much attracted by a 
man’s long arms. A serpent’s body is round, and it becomes narrower and 
thinner at the end. The beautiful arms of a man appear to a woman just 
like serpents, and they very much desire to be embraced by such arms. 

The word andtha-varga is very significant in this verse. Natha means 
husband, and a means without. A young woman who has no husband is 
called anatha, meaning one who is not protected. As soon as a woman 
attains the age of puberty, she immediately becomes very much agitated 
by sexual desire. It is therefore the duty of the father to get his daughter 
married before she attains puberty. Otherwise she will be very much 
mortified by not having a husband. Anyone who satisfies her desire for 
sex at that age becomes a great object of satisfaction. It is a psychological 
fact that when a woman at the age of puberty meets a man and the man 
satisfies her sexually, she will love that man for the rest of her life, regardless 
who he is. Thus so-called love within this material world is nothing but 
sexual satisfaction. 


TEXT 43 
AN SUF 


efa at aeadt aa aa aad fra: | 
at atea Tt Waa Ad AAT: Weil 


narada uvdaca 
iti tau dam-pati tatra 
samudya samayam mithah 
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tam pravisya purim rajan 
mumudate satam samah 


ndradah uvdca—the great sage Narada spoke; iti—thus; tau—they; dam- 
pati—husband and wife; tatra—there; samudya—being equally enthusiastic; 
samayam—accepting one another; mithah—mutually; tam—in that place; 
pravisya—entering; purim—in that city; rajan—O King; mumudate—they 
enjoyed life; satam—one hundred; samah—years. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Narada continued: My dear King, those two—the man 
and the woman—supporting one another through mutual understanding, 
entered that city and enjoyed life for one hundred years. 


PURPORT 


One hundred years is significant in this connection because every human 
being is given the concession to live up to a hundred years. The span of life 
is different on different planets, according to the planet’s distance from 
the sun. In other words, one hundred years on this planet is different from 
one hundred years on another planet. Lord Brahma lives for one hundred 
years according to time on the Brahmaloka planet, but one day of Brahma 
is equal to millions of years on this planet. Similarly, the days on the 
heavenly planets are equal to six months on this planet. On every planet, 
however, the span of life for a human being is roughly one hundred years. 
According to the life spans on different planets, the standards of living 
also differ. 

TEXT 44 


THA ofed TT TA a MT! | 
ated Than: ateetatfaTel live 


upagiyamano lalitam 
tatra tatra ca gayakath 

kridan parivrtah stribhir 
hradinim avisac chucau 


upagiyamanah—being sung about; lalitam—very nicely; tatra tatra—here 
and there; ca—also; gayakaih—by the singers; kridan—playing; parivrtah— 
surrounded; stribhih— by women; hradinim—in the water of the river; avisat 
—entered; §Sucau—when it was too hot. 
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TRANSLATION 


Many professional singers used to sing about the glories of King Purafijana 
and his glorious activities. When it was too hot in the summer, he used to 
enter a reservoir of water. He would surround himself with many women 
and enjoy their company. 


PURPORT 


A living being has different activities in different stages of life. One stage 
is called jagrat, or the life of awakening, and another is called svapna, or 
the life of dream. Another stage is called susupti, or life in an unconscious 
state, and still another stage occurs after death. In the previous verse the 
life of awakening was described; that is, the man and the woman were 
married and enjoyed life for one hundred years. In this verse life in the 
dream state is described, for the activities Puranjana accomplished during 
the day were also reflected at night in the dream state. Puranjana used to 
live with his wife for sense enjoyment, and at night this very sense enjoy- 
ment was appreciated in different ways. A man sleeps very soundly when 
he is greatly fatigued, and when a rich man is greatly fatigued he goes to 
his garden house with many female friends and there enters the water and 
enjoys their company. Such is the tendency of the living entity within this 
material world. A living entity is never satisfied with a woman unless he is 
trained in the system of brahmacarya. Generally a man’s tendency is to 
enjoy many women, and even at the very end of life the sex impulse is so 
strong that even though one is very old he still wants to enjoy the company 
of young girls. Thus because of the strong sex impulse the living entity 
becomes more and more involved in this material world. 


TEXT 45 
AA HA se: TAT F eI | 
TIT Tat Tt: RIAA lvl 


saptopari krta dvarah 
puras tasyas tu dve adhah 
prthag-visaya-gaty-artham 
tasyam yah kascanesvarah 


sapta—seven; upari—up; krtah—made; dvarah—gates; purah—of the city; 
tasyah—that; tu-then; dve—two; adhah—down; prthak—different; visaya— 
to places; gati-artham—for going; tasyam—in that city; yah—one who; 
kascana— whoever ; isvarah—governor. 
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TRANSLATION 


Of the nine gates in that city, seven were on the surface and two were 
subterranean. A total of nine doors were constructed, and these led to 
different places. All the gates were used by the city’s governor. 


PURPORT 


The seven gates of the body that are situated upward are the two eyes, 
two nostrils, two ears and one mouth. The two subterranean gates are the 
rectum and the genitals. The king, or the ruler of the body, who is the 
living entity, uses all these doors to enjoy different types of material 
pleasures. The system of opening different gates to different places is still 
evident in old Indian cities. Formerly a capital was surrounded by walls, 
and one passed through various gates to go to various cities or towards 
specific directions. In old Delhi there are still remnants of surrounding 
walls and various gates known as the Kasmiri Gate, the Lahori Gate, etc. 
Similarly, in Ahmedabad there is a Delhi Gate. The point of this simile is 
that the living entity wants to enjoy different types of material opulences, 
and to this end nature has given him various holes in his body that he can 
utilize for sense enjoyment. 


TEXT 46 


qa Ae WeeT TTT TMNT | 
fray 2 aaa F ania ga ama eal 


parca dvaras tu paurastya 
daksinatka tathottara 

pascime dve amiusarir te 
naman nrpa varnaye 


panca—five; dvarah—doors; tu—then; paurastyah—facing the eastern 
side; daksina—southern; eka—one; tatha—also; uttara—one towards the 
north; pascime—similarly, on the western side;dve—two;amisam—of them; 
te—unto you; namani—names; nrpa—O King; varnaye—| shall describe. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King, of the nine doors, five led toward the eastern side, one 
led toward the northern side, one led toward the southern side, and two 
led toward the western side. I shall try to give the names of these different 
doors. 
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PURPORT 


@f the seven doors on the surface—namely the two eyes, two ears, two 
nostrils and one mouth—five look forward, and these are described as the 
doors facing the eastern side. Since looking forward means seeing the sun, 
these are described as the eastern gates, for the sun rises in the east. The 
gate on the northern side and the gate on the southern side represent the 
two ears, and the two gates facing the western side represent the rectum 
and genitals. All the doors and gates are described below. 


TEXT 47 


HASTA T TERT TT Fafa | 
frsnfed sare atta aa gaa? IVI! 


khadyotavirmukhi ca prag 
dvarav ekatra nirmite 
vibhrajitam jana-padam 
yati tabhyam dyumat-sakhah 


khadyota—of the name Khadyota; dvirmukhi—of the name Avirmukhi; 
ca—also; prak—toward the eastern side; dvarau—two gates; ekatra—in one 
place; nirmite—were constructed; vibhrajitam—of the name Vibhrajita; 
jana-padam—city; yati—used to go; tabhyam—by them; dyumat—of the 
name Dyuman; sakhah—with his friend. 


TRANSLATION 


The two gates named Khadyota and Avirmukhi were situated facing the 
eastern side, but they were constructed in one place. Through those two 
gates the King used to go to the city of Vibhrajita accompanied by a friend 
whose name was Dyuman. 


PURPORT 


The two names Khadyota and Avirmukhi mean “‘glowworm” and “‘torch- 
light.”’ This indicates that of the two eyes, the left eye is less powerful in 
its ability to see. Although both eyes are constructed in one place, one is 
stronger than the other in the power to see. The king, or the living entity, 
uses these two gates to see things properly, but he cannot see unless 
accompanied by a friend whose name is Dyuman. This friend is the sun. 
Although the two eyes are situated in one place, they have no power to see 
without the sunlight. Vibhrajitam jana-padam. If one wants to see something 
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very clearly (vibhrajitam), he must see it with two eyes and the assistance 
of his friend the sunlight. Within this body everyone is a king because he 
uses his different gates according to his own will. Although he is very much 
proud of his power to see or hear, he is nonetheless dependent on the 
assistance of nature. 


TEXT 48 


arch aefett srr PART | 
aTaaerat fart ats aeayq ive 


nalini nalini ca prag 
dvarav ekatra nirmite 

avadhiita-sakhas tabhyam 
visayam yati saurabham 


nalini—of the name Nalini; nalini—of the name Nalini; ca—also; prak— 
eastern; dvdrau—two gates; ekatra—in one place; nirmite—constructed; 
avadhiita—of the name Avadhita; sakhah—with his friend; tabhyam—by 
those two gates; visayam—place; yati—used to go; saurabham—of the name 


Saurabha. 
TRANSLATION 


Similarly in the east there were two sets of gates named Nalini and 
Nalini, and these were also constructed in one place. Through these gates 
the King, accompanied by a friend named Avadhtta, used to go to the city 
of Saurabha. 


PURPORT 


The two gates named Nalini and Nalini are the two nostrils. The living 
entity enjoys these two gates with the help of different avadhittas, or airs, 
which constitute the breathing process. Through these gates the living entity 
goes to the town of Saurabha, or aroma. In other words, the nostrils, with 
the help of their friend the air, enjoy various aromas in the material world. 
Nalini and Nalini are the pipes of the nostrils through which one inhales 
and exhales, enjoying the aroma of sense pleasure. 


TEXT 49 


FEM AM FN SRAASSTETA | 
fren afa gargagtarniaa: esl 
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mukhya nama purastad dvds 
tayapana-bahidanau 

visayau yati pura-rad 
rasajria-vipananvitah 


mukhya—the chief; nadma—called; purastat—on the eastern side; dvah— 
gate; taya—by that; dpana—of the name Apana; bahiidanau—of the name 
Bahiidana; visayau—two places; yati—used to go; pura-rat—the King of the 
city (Puranjana); rasa-jia—of the name Rasajna; vipana—of the name Vipana; 
anvitah—along with. 


TRANSLATION 


The fifth gate situated on the eastern side was named Mukhya, or the 
chief. Through this gate, accompanied by his friends named Rasajiia and 
Vipana, he used to visit two places named Bahidana and Apana. 


PURPORT 


The mouth is here described as the chief or the most important gate. 
The mouth is a very important entrance because one has two functions 
to conduct with the mouth. One function is eating, and the other is 
speaking. Our eating is done with the friend Rasajna, by whom the tongue 
can taste so many different types of foods. The tongue is also used for 
speaking, and it can speak of either material sense enjoyment or Vedic 
knowledge. Of course, here material sense enjoyment is stressed. Therefore 
the word Rasajria is used. 


TEXT 50 


frarst gal atta greta: 
we afar ata yaaa: toll 


pitrhir nrpa purya dvar 
daksinena puranjanah 

rastram daksina-pancalam 
yati sruta-dharanvitah 


pitrhih—of the name Pitrhi; nrpa—O King; puryah—of the city; dvah— 
gate; daksinena—on the southern side; purafjanah—King Puranjana; rastram 
—country; daksina—southern; paficdlam—of the name Paricala; yati—used 
to go; sruta-dhara-anvitah—along with his friend Srutadhara. 
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TRANSLATION 


The southern gate of the city was known as Pitrha, and through that 
gate King Puranjana used to visit the city named Dakgina-pancala accompa- 
nied by his friend Srutadhara. 


PURPORT 


The right ear is used for karma-kandiya, or fruitive activities. As long as 
one is attached to the enjoyment of material resources, he hears from the 
right ear and uses the five senses to elevate himself to the higher planetary 
systems like Pitrloka. Consequently the right ear is here described as the 
Pitrhu gate. 

TEXT 51 


AEA gal aT SAT GUST: | 
TeyIarSs «ala | Matera: 142 


devahur nama purya dva 
uttarena puranjanah 

rastram uttara-pancalam 
yati sruta-dharanvitah 


devahuh—of the name Devahii; nama—as it was called; puryah—of the 
city; dvah—gate; uttarena—on the northern side; puranjanah— King 
Puranjana; rastram—country; uttara—northern; paficalam—of the name 
Paricala; yati—used to go; sruta-dhara-anvitah—with his friend Srutadhara. 


TRANSLATION 


On the northern side was the gate named Devahi. Through that gate, 
King Purafijana used to go with his friend Srutadhara to the place known 
as Uttara-pancala. 

PURPORT 


The two ears are situated on the northern side and the southern side. 
The ear on the southern side is very strong and is always anxious to hear 
about sense enjoyment. The ear on the northern side, however, is used for 
taking initiation from the spiritual master and for gaining promotion to 
the spiritual sky. The right ear, or the ear on the southern side, is called 
Pitrhu, which indicates that it is used for attaining the higher planetary 
systems known as Pitrloka, but the left ear, which is known as Devahi, is 
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utilized for hearing about even higher planetary systems such as Maharloka, 
Tapoloka and Brahmaloka—or yet even higher planets situated in the 
spiritual universe, where one becomes more inclined to be permanently 
situated. This is explained in Bhagavad-gita: 


yanti deva-vrata devan 
pltrn yanti pitr-vratah 
bhittani yanti bhittejya 
yanti mad-yajino pi mam 


“Those who worship the demigods will take birth among the demigods; 
those who worship ghosts and spirits will take birth among such beings; 
those who worship ancestors go to the ancestors; and those who worship 
Me will live with Me.” (Bg. 9.25) 

One who is interestedin being happy on this planet as well as after death 
generally wants to be elevated to the Pitrlokas. Such a person can use the 
right ear for hearing Vedic instructions. However, one who is interested in 
going to Tapoloka, Brahmaloka, the Vaikuntha planets or Krsnaloka may 
take initiation from the spiritual master in order to be elevated to such lokas. 


TEXT 52 


A AT TATE STRAT Al TSA: | 
ma am fet gata aaleaa: 14a 


dsuri nama pascad dvas 
taya yati puranjanah 

gramakam nama visayam 
durmadena samanvitah 


asuri—of the name Asuri; naéma—called; pascat—on the western side; 
dvah—gate,; taya—by which; yati—used to go; purafijanah—King Puranjana; 
gramakam—of the name Gramaka; nama—called; visayam—the city of 
sense enjoyment; durmadena—by Durmada; samanvitah—accompanied. 


TRANSLATION 


On the western side was a gate named Asuri. Through that gate King 
Puranjana used to go to the city of Gramaka, accompanied by his friend 
Durmada. 
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PURPORT 


The gate on the western side of the city was known as Asuri because it 
was especially meant for the asuras. The word asura refers to those who 
are interested in sense gratification, specifically in sex life, to which they 
are overly attracted. Thus Puranjana, the living entity, enjoys himself to 
his greatest satisfaction by means of the genitals. Consequently he used to 
go to the place known as Gramaka. Material sense gratification is also 
called gramya, and the place where sex life is indulged in to a great extent 
is called Gramaka. When going to Gramaka, Puranjana used to be accom- 
panied by his friend Durmada. The word visaya refers to the four bodily 
necessities of life—eating, sleeping, mating and defending. The word 
durmadena may be analyzed in this way: dur means dusta, or sinful, and 
mada means madness. Every living entity who is in contact with material 
nature is called mada, or mad. It is said: pisdci pdile yena mati-cchanna haya/ 
maya-grasta jivera haya se-bhava udaya. When a person is haunted, he 
becomes practically insane. When one is in an insane condition, he speaks 
all kinds of nonsense. Thus to become engaged in sense gratification, one 
has to accept a friend who is durmada, or badly affected by the material 
disease. 

The words dasuri ndma pascad dvah are significant in another sense. The 
sunrise is first visible from the eastern side—the Bay of Bengal—and gradually 
it progresses toward the west. It is practically experienced that people in 
the West are more addicted to sense gratification. it Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
Himself has certified: pascimera loka saba miidha anacara (Cc. Adi 10.89). 
The more one goes to the western side, the more he will find people dis- 
interested in spiritual life. He will find them behaving against the Vedic 
standards. Because of this, people living in the West are more addicted to 
sense gratification. In this Bhagavatam it is confirmed: dsuri nama pascad 
dvah. In other words, the population on the westem side is interested in an 
asuric civilization, that is, a materialistic way of life. Lord Caitanya conse- 
quently wanted this Krsna consciousness movement to be preached on 
the western side of the world so that people addicted to sense gratification 
might be benefited by His teachings. 


TEXT 53 


Pra faar TATE STAT ATT GTA: | 
aad ara fart geada aateaas 143i 
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nirrtir nama pascad duds 
tayd yati puranjanah 

vaisasam nama visayam 
lubdhakena samanvitah 


nirrtih—of the name Nirrti; nama—called; pascat—western; dvah—gate; 
taya—by which; yati—used to go; puranjanah—King Puranjana; vaisasam— 
of the name Vaisasa; nama—called; visayam—to the place;lubdhakena—by 
the friend named Lubdhaka; samanvitah— accompanied. 


TRANSLATION 


Another gate on the western side was known as Nirrti. Puranjana used 
to go through this gate to the place known as Vaigasa, accompanied by his 
friend Lubdhaka. 


PURPORT 


This is a reference to the rectum. The rectum is supposed to be situated 
on the western side of the eyes, nose and ears. This gate is especially meant 
for death. When an ordinary living entity abandons his present body, he 
passes through the rectum. It is therefore painful. When one is called by 
nature to evacuate, one also experiences pain. The friend of the living entity 
who accompanies him through this gate is named Lubdhaka, which means 
ereed. Due to our greed, we eat unnecessarily, and such gluttony causes 
pain at the time of evacuation. The conclusion is that the living entity feels 
well if he evacuates properly. This gate is known as Nirrti, or the painful 
vate. 


TEXT 54 


TITAN Tet FareTTeHaT | 
aaaararianaat as waft a Neel 


andhav amisam pauranam 
nirvak-pesaskrtav ubhau 

aksanvatam adhipatis 
tabhyam yati karoti ca 


andhau—blind; amisam—among those; pauranam—of the inhabitants; 
nirvak—of the name Nirvak; pesaskrtau—of the name Pegaskrt; ubhau— 
both of them; aksan-vatam—of the people who possessed eyes; adhipatih— 
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ruler; tabhyam—with both of them; yati—used to go; karoti—used to act; 
ca—and. 


TRANSLATION 


Of the many inhabitants of this city, there are two persons named 
Nirvak and Pesaskrt. Although King Purarijana was the ruler of citizens who 
possessed eyes, he unfortunately used to associate with these blind men. 
Accompanied by them, he used to go here and there and perform various 
activities. 


PURPORT 


This is a reference to the arms and legs of the living entity. The two legs 
do not speak, and they are blind. If a person simply trusts his legs to take 
him walking, he is likely to fall into a hole or to bump into something. 
Thus led by the blind legs, one’s life may be placed in jeopardy. 

Of the senses that are working, the hands and legs are very important, 
but they have no eyes to see. This means that in the hands and legs there 
are no holes. In the head there are many holes—two eyes, two nostrils, 
two ears and one mouth—but lower down, in the arms and legs, there are 
no holes. Consequently the arms and legs have been described as andha, 
blind. Although the living entity has many holes in his body, he nonetheless 
has to work with his hands and arms. Although the living entity is the 
master of many other senses, when he has to go somewhere, do something 
or touch something, he has to use his blind legs and hands. 


TEXT 55 


a qaeagem fetta: | 
We Ne STAT AA MATERA 1144 


sa yarhy antahpura-gato 
visicina-samanvitah 

moham prasadam harsam va 
yati jayatmajodbhavam 


sah—he; yarhi— when; antah-pura—to his private home; gatah—used to go; 
visicina—by the mind; samanvitah—accompanied; moham- illusion; 
prasadam-—satisfaction; harsam—happiness; va—or; yati—used to enjoy; 
jaya—wife; atma-ja—children; udbhavam—produced by them. 
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TRANSLATION 


Sometimes he used to go to his private home with one of his chief 
servants, the mind, who was named Visucina. At that time, illusion, 
satisfaction and happiness used to be produced from his wife and children. 


PURPORT 


According to the Vedic conclusion, one’s self is situated within the 
heart. As stated in Vedic language, hrdy ayam atma pratisthitah: the self 
is situated within the heart. In the material condition, however, the spirit 
soul is covered by the material qualities—-namely goodness, passion and 
darkness—and within the heart these three qualities react. For instance, 
when one is in goodness, he feels happiness; when one is in passion, he 
feels satisfaction through material enjoyment; and when one is in darkness, 
he feels bewilderment. All these activities are of the mind, and they function 
on the platform of thinking, feeling and willing. 

When the living entity is encircled by wife, children and home, he acts 
on the mental plane. Sometimes he is very happy, sometimes he is very 
much satisfied, sometimes he is not satisfied, and sometimes he is 
bewildered. Bewilderment is called moha, illusion. Ilusioned by society, 
friendship and love, the living entity thinks that his so-called society, friend- 
ship and love, nationality, community, society, etc., will give him protec- 
tion. He does not know that after death he will be thrown into the hands 
of a very strong material nature that will force him to accept a certain type 
of body according to his present work. This body may not even be a human 
body. Thus the living entity’s feeling of security in this life in the midst of 
society, wife and friendship is nothing but illusion. All living entities 
encaged in various material bodies are illusioned by the present activities 
of material enjoyment. They forget their real business, which is to go back 
home, back to Godhead. 

Everyone who is not in Krsna consciousness must be considered to be 
in illusion. One’s so-called feelings of happiness and satisfaction resulting 
from material things are also illusions. Factually neither society, friendship, 
love nor anything else can save one from the onslaught of the external 
energy, which is symptomized by birth, death, old age and disease. To get 
even one living entity out of the illusory condition is very difficult; there- 
fore Lord Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita: 


daivi hy esa gunamayi 
mama maya duratyayd 


1198 Stimad-Bhagavatam [Canto 4, Ch. 25 


mam eva ye prapadyante 
mayam etam taranti te 


“This divine energy of Mine, consisting of the three modes of material 
nature, is difficult to overcome. But those who have surrendered unto Me 
can easily cross beyond it.” (Bg. 7.14) 

Therefore, unless one surrenders completely at the lotus feet of Krsna, 
he cannot get out of the entanglement of the three modes of material 
nature. 


TEXT 56 
ae EUG de: SATA afaatSTT! | 
net «oo weadida | Ta aeaad UNG 


evam karmasu samsaktah 
kamatma vaiicito *budhah 
mahisi yad yad iheta 


tat tad evdnvavartata 


evam—thus; karmasu—in fruitive activities; samsaktah—being too much 
attached; kama-atma-—lusty; vaiicitah—cheated; abudhah—less intelligent; 
mahisi—the Queen; yat yat—whatsoever; iheta—she would desire; tat tat— 
all of that; eva—certainly; anvavartata—he followed. 


TRANSLATION 


Being thus entangled in different types of mental concoction and 
engaged in fruitive activities, King Purarijana came completely under the 
control of material intelligence and was thus cheated. Indeed, he used to 
fulfill all the desires of his wife, the Queen. 


PURPORT 


When a living entity is in such bewilderment that he is under the control 
of his wife, or material intelligence, he has to satisfy the intelligence of his 
so-called wife and act exactly according to her dictates. Various sdstras 
advise that for material convenience one should keep his wife always 
satisfied by giving her ornaments and by following her instructions. In this 
way there will be no trouble in family life. Therefore for one’s own social 
benefit, one is advised to keep his wife satisfied. In this way, when one 
becomes the servant of his wife, he must act according to the desires of his 
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wife. Thus one becomes more and more entangled. In Bengal it is said that 
if one becomes an obedient servant of his wife, he loses all reputation. 
However, the difficulty is that unless one becomes a most obedient servant 
of his wife, family life becomes disturbed. In the Western countries this 
disturbance gives rise to the divorce law, and in Eastern countries like 
India there is separation. Now this disturbance is confirmed by the new 
introduction of the divorce law in India. Within the heart, the mind is 
acting, thinking, feeling and willing, and falling under the control of one’s 
wife is the same as falling under the control of material intelligence. Thus 
one begets children by his wife and becomes entangled in so many activities 
and mental concoctions. 


TEXTS 57-61 


Statcraeat flats afect aches: | 

AAC SAGA TIA Ae TAT UI 
BARA Meat VAT VAla Brad | 
BCA salt TeISATIA HAA U4 cll 
Brigatd Waeat fig-camg fete | 

TZ VA VUAATAT SAA USI 
RAM PIA IAM Tae | 
etafiata fa-cat ezaccat erate efAq I Koll 
Sra Tad wWaMawtatd saad | 

a emate erat gia aad 18211 


kvacit pibantyam pibati 
madiram mada-vihvalah 

asnantyam kvacid asnati 
jaksatyam saha jaksiti 


kvacid gayati gayantyam 
rudatyam rudati kvacit 

kvacid dhasantyam hasati 
jalpantyam anu jalpati 


kvacid dhavati dhavantyam 
tisthantyam anu tisthati 
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anu Sete sayanayam 
anvaste kvacid dsatim 


kvacic chrnoti srnvantyam 
pasyantyam anu pasyati 

kvacy jighrati jighrantyam 
sprsantyam sprsati kvacit 


kvacic ca Socatim jayam 
anu Socati dinavat 

anu hrsyati hrsyantyam 
muditam anu modate 


kvacit—sometimes; pibantyam—while drinking; pibati—he drank; 
madiram—liquor; mada-vihvalah—being intoxicated; asnantyam—while she 
was eating; kvacit—sometimes; asnati—he ate; jaksatyam—while she was 
chewing; saha—with her; jaksiti-he chewed; kvacit—sometimes; gayati— 
he used to sing; gayantyam—while his wife was singing; rudatyam—when 
the wife was crying; rudati—he also cried; kvacit—sometimes; kvacit—some- 
times; hasantyam—while she was laughing; hasati—he also laughed; 
jalpantyam—while she was talking loosely; anu—following her; jalpati—he 
also talked loosely; kvacit—sometimes; dhavati—he also used to walk; 
dhavantyam—when she was walking; tisthantyam—while she was standing 
silently; anu—following her; tisthati—he used to stand; anu—following her; 
sete—he used to lie down; Saydnayam—while she was lying on the bed; 
anu—following her; dste—he also used to sit; kvacit—sometimes; dsatim— 
while she was sitting; kvacit—sometimes; srnoti—he used to hear; 
srnvantyam—while she was engaged in hearing; pasyantyam—while she 
was seeing something; anu—following her; pasyati—he also used to see; 
kvacit—sometimes; jighrati—he used to smell; jighrantyam—while his wife 
was smelling; sprsantyam—while the wife was touching; sprsati—he was 
also touching; kvacit—at that time; kvacit ca—sometimes also; socatim— 
when she was lamenting; jayam—his wife; anu—following her; socati—he 
was also lamenting; dina-vat—like a poor man;anu—following her; hrsyati— 
he used to enjoy; hrsyantyam—while she was feeling enjoyment; muditam— 
when she was satisfied; anu—following her; modate—he felt satisfaction. 


TRANSLATION 


When the Queen drank liquor, King Purafijana also engaged in drinking. 
When the Queen dined, he used to dine with her, and when she chewed, 
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King Purafijana used to chew along with her. When the Queen sang, he also 
sang. Similarly, when the Queen cried, he also cried, and when the Queen 
laughed, he also laughed. When the Queen talked loosely, he also talked 
loosely, and when the Queen walked, the King walked behind her. When 
the Queen would stand still, the King would also stand still, and when the 
Queen would lie down in bed, he would also follow and lie down with 
her. When the Queen sat, he would also sit, and when the Queen heard 
something, he would follow her to hear the same thing. When the Queen 
saw something, the King would also look at it, and when the Queen smelled 
something, the King would follow her to smell the same thing. When the 
Queen touched something, the King would also touch it, and when the dear 
Queen was lamenting, the poor King also had to follow her in lamentation. 
In the same way, when the Queen felt enjoyment, he also enjoyed, and 
when the Queen was satisfied, the King also felt satisfaction. 


PURPORT 


The mind is the place where the self is situated, and the mind is 
conducted by the intelligence. The living entity, situated within the heart, 
follows the intelligence. The intelligence is herein depicted as the Queen, 
and the soul, under mental control, follows the material intelligence just 
as the King follows his wife. The conclusion is that material intelligence 
is the cause of bondage for the living entity. The point is that one has to 
take to spiritual intelligence to come out of this entanglement. 

In the life of Maharaja Ambarisa, we find that the great Maharaja first 
engaged his mind on the lotus feet of Krsna. In this way his intelligence 
became purified. Maharaja Ambarisa also used his other senses in the 
service of the Lord. He engaged his eyes in seeing the Deity in the temple 
nicely decorated with flowers. He engaged his sense of smell by smelling 
the flowers, and he engaged his legs by walking to the temple. His hands 
were engaged in cleansing the temple, and his ears were engaged in hearing 
about Krsna. His tongue was engaged in two ways: in speaking about Krsna 
and in tasting prasdda offered to the Deity. Materialistic persons, who are 
under the full control of material intelligence, cannot perform all these 
activities. Thus, consciously or unconsciously, they become entangled by 
the dictations of material intelligence. This fact is summarized in the follow- 
ing verse. 


TEXT 62 
fisesgt afestd aarataatcaa: | 
TPSGTTBSUAY? SASSI TM 116211 
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vipralabdho mahisyaivarn 
sarva-prakrti-vanicitah 

necchann anukaroty ajiah 
klaibyat kridd-mrgo yatha 


vipralabdhah —captivated; mahisya—by the Queen; evam—thus; sarva—all; 
prakrti—existence; vaficitah—being cheated; na icchan—without desiring; 
anukaroti—used to follow and imitate; ajiah—the foolish King; klaibyat— 
by force; krida-mrgah—a pet animal; yatha—just like. 


TRANSLATION 


In this way, King Purafijana was captivated by his nice wife and was 
thus cheated. Indeed, he became cheated in his whole existence in the 
material world. Even against that poor foolish King’s desire, he remained 
under the control of his wife, just like a pet animal that dances according 
to the order of its master. 


PURPORT 


The word vipralabdhah is very significant in this verse. Vi means “‘specifi- 
cally,’ and pralabdha means “‘obtained.”’ Just to satisfy his desires, the 
King got the Queen, and thus he became cheated by material existence. 
Although he was not willing to do so, he remained as a pet animal under 
the control of material intelligence. Just as a pet monkey dances according 
to the desires of its master, the King danced according to the desires of the 
Queen. In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said: mahat-sevam dvuaram dhur vimukteh 
(5.5.2). If one associates with a saintly person, a devotee, his path of 
liberation becomes clear. But if one associates with a woman, or with a 
person who is too much addicted to a woman, his path of bondage becomes 
completely clear. 

On the whole, for spiritual advancement, one must give up the company 
of women. This is what is meant by the order of sannydsa, the renounced 
order. Before taking sannydsa, or completely renouncing the material 
world, one has to practice avoiding illicit sex. Sex life, licit or illicit, is 
practically the same, but through illicit sex one becomes more and more 
captivated. By regulating one’s sex life there is a chance that one may 
eventually be able to renounce sex or renounce the association of women. 
If this can be done, advancement in spiritual life comes very easily. 

How one becomes captivated by the association of one’s dear wife is 
explained in this chapter by Narada Muni. Attraction for one’s wife means 
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attraction for the material qualities. One who is attracted by the material 
quality of darkness is in the lowest stage of life, whereas one who is 
attracted by the material quality of goodness is in a better position. 
Sometimes we see that when a person is on the platform of material 
goodness, he is attracted more or less by the cultivation of knowl- 
edge. This is, of course, a better position, for knowledge gives one the 
preference to accept devotional service. Unless one comes to the platform 
of knowledge, the brahma-bhita stage, one cannot advance in devotional 
service. As Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita: 


brahma-bhitah prasannatma 
na Socati na kanksati 

samah sarvesu bhitesu 
mad-bhaktim labhate param 


“One who is thus transcendentally situated at once realizes the Supreme 
Brahman. He never laments nor desires to have anything; he is equally 
disposed to every living entity. In that state he attains pure devotional 
service unto Me.” (Bg. 18.54) 

The platform of knowledge is advantageous because it is a means by 
which one may come to the stage of devotional service. However, if one 
takes to devotional service directly, knowledge is revealed without separate 
endeavor. This is confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam: vasudeve bhagavati 
bhakti-yogah prayojitah/ janayaty asu vairagyam jnanam ca yad ahaitukam 
(1.2.7). Devotional service automatically reveals actual knowledge of our 
material existence. One who is sufficiently intelligent immediately attains 
the stage of renunciation of so-called society, family and love as well as 
other things. As long as we are attached to society, family and love of the 
material world, there is no question of knowledge. Nor is there a question 
of devotional service. By directly taking to devotional service, however, 
one becomes filled with knowledge and renunciation. In this way one’s life 
becomes successful. 


Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Fourth Canto, Twenty-fifth 
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “The Descriptions of the 
Characteristics of King Purajijana. ” 


CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX 


King Purarijana Goes to the Forest to Hunt, 
and His Queen Becomes Angry 


TEXTS 1-3 

AG TAA 
a CHK ATM Ch IATA | 
at fewmterdt Pray wage i 2 I 
wae 2 RAAT 
TEM aaNet Taal! «Il 
River  avianreayfy: | 
CHETAN: «| TASTY II 3 It 


ndrada uvaca 
sa ekada mahesvaso 
ratham paficasvam asugam 
dvisam dvi-cakram ekaksam 
tri-venum pajica-bandhuram 


eka-rasmy eka-damanam 
eka-nidam dvi-kibaram 

pafica-praharanam sapta- 
varitham parica-vikramam 


haimopaskaram aruhya 
svarna-varmaksayesudhih 

ekddasa-camiinathah 
pajica-prastham agad vanam 
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naradah uvaca—Narada said; sah—King Puranjana; ekada—once upon a 
time; mahesvasah—carrying his strong bow and arrows; ratham—chariot; 
parica-asvam—five horses; asu-gam—going very swiftly; dvi-isam—two 
arrows; dvi-cakram— two wheels; eka—one; aksam—axle; tri—three; venum— 
flags; patica—five; bandhuram— obstacles; eka—one; rasmi—rope, rein; eka— 
one; damanam—chariot driver; eka—one; nidam—sitting place; dvi—two; 
kubaram—posts to which the harnesses are fixed; paiica—five; praharanam— 
weapons; sapta—seven; varutham—coverings or ingredients of the body; 
parica—five; vikramam-—processes; haima—golden; upaskaram—ornaments; 
adruhya—riding on; svarna—golden; varma—armor; aksaya—inexhaustible; 
isudhih— quiver; ekadasa—eleven; camu-nathah—commanders; panca—five; 
prastham—destinations, objectives; agat— went; vanam—to the forest. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Narada continued: My dear King, once upon a time King 
Puranjana took up his great bow, and, equipped with golden armor and a 
quiver of unlimited arrows and accompanied by eleven commanders, he sat 
on his chariot driven by five swift horses and went to the forest named 
Parica-prastha. He took with him in that chariot two explosive arrows. The 
chariot itself was situated on two wheels and one revolving axle. On the 
chariot were three flags, one rein, one chariot driver, one sitting place, two 
poles to which the harness was fixed, five weapons and seven coverings. 
The chariot moved in five different styles, and five obstacles lay before it. 
All the decorations of the chariot were made of gold. 


PURPORT 


These three verses explain how the material body of the living entity is 
under the control of the three qualities of the external energy. The body 
itself is the chariot, and the living entity is the owner of the body, as 
explained in Bhagavad-gita: dehino ’smin yatha dehe (Bg. 2.13). The 
owner of the body is called the dehi, and he is situated within this body, 
specifically within the heart. The living entity is driven by one chariot 
driver. The chariot itself is made of three gunas, three qualities of material 
nature, as confirmed in Bhagavad-gita: yantraridhani mayaya (Bg. 18.61). 
The word yantra means carriage. The body is given by material nature, and 
the driver of that body is Paramatma, the Supersoul. The living entity is 
seated within the chariot. This is the actual position. 

The living entity is always being influenced by the three qualities—sativa 
(goodness), rajah (passion) and tamah (ignorance). This is also confirmed 
in Bhagavad-gita: 
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tribhir gunamayair bhavair 
ebhih sarvam idam jagat 
mohitam nabhianati 
mam ebhyah param avyayam 


‘Deluded by the three modes [ goodness, passion and ignorance], the whole 
world does not know Me, who am above the modes and inexhaustible.” 
(Bg. 7.13) 

The living entity is thus bewildered by the three qualities of material 
nature. These three qualities are described in this verse as three flags. By a 
flag, one can come to know who the owner of the chariot is; similarly, by 
the influence of the three qualities of material nature, one can easily know 
the direction in which the chariot is moving. In other words, one who has 
eyes to see can understand how the body is being driven, influenced by 
the particular type or quality of material nature. In these three verses the 
activity of the living entity is described to prove how the body becomes 
influenced by the quality of ignorance, even when a person wants to be 
religious. Narada Muni wanted to prove to King Pracinabarhisat that the 
King was being influenced by the tamo-guna, the quality of ignorance, 
even though the King was supposed to be very religious. 

According to karma-kandiya, the process of fruitive activities, a person 
performs various sacrifices directed by the Vedas, and in all those sacrifices 
animal killing, or experimenting on the life of animals to test the power of 
Vedic mantras, is enjoined. Animal killing is certainly conducted under 
the influence of the mode of ignorance. Even though one may be religiously 
inclined, animal sacrifice is nonetheless recommended in the Sastras, not 
only in the Vedas but even in the modern scriptures of other sects. These 
animal sacrifices are recommended in the name of religion, but actually 
animal sacrifice is meant for persons in the mode of ignorance. When such 
people kill animals, they can at least do so in the name of religion. How- 
ever, when the religious system is transcendental, like the Vaignava religion, 
there is no place for animal sacrifice. Such a transcendental religious 
system is recommended by Krsna in Bhagavad-gita: 


sarva-dharman parityajya 
mam ekam saranam vraja 

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo 
moksayisyami ma sucah 


‘‘Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. I shall deliver 
you from all sinful reaction. Do not fear.” (Bg. 18.66) 
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Because King Pracinabarhisat was engaged in performing various sacrifices 
in which animals were killed, Narada Muni pointed out that such sacrifices 
are influenced by the mode of ignorance. From the very beginning of 
Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said: dharmah projjhita-kaitavo ’tra (1.1.2). All 
kinds of religious systems that are involved in cheating are completely 
kicked out of Srimad-Bhagavatam. In the bhagavad-dharma, the religion 
dealing with one’s relationship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
animal sacrifice is not recommended. In the performance of sankirtana- 
yajria— Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare 
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—there is no recommendation for animal 
sacrifices. 

In these three verses, King Purafijana’s going to the forest to kill animals 
is symbolic of the living entity’s being driven by the mode of ignorance and 
thus engaging in different activities for sense gratification. The material 
body itself indicates that the living entity is already influenced by the 
three modes of material nature and that he is driven to enjoy material 
resources. When the body is influenced by the mode of ignorance, its 
infection becomes very acute. When it is influenced by the mode of passion, 
the infection is at the symptomatic stage. However, when the body is 
influenced by the mode of goodness, the materialistic infection becomes 
purified. The ritualistic ceremonies recommended in religious systems are 
certainly on the platform of goodness, but because within this material 
world even the mode of goodness is sometimes polluted by the other 
qualities (namely passion and ignorance), a man in goodness is sometimes 
driven by the influence of ignorance. 

It is herein described that King Purafijana once went to the forest to 
kill animals. This means that he, the living entity, came under the influence 
of the mode of ignorance. The forest in which King Purafijana engaged in 
hunting was named Pafica-prastha. The word pafica means five, and this 
indicates the objects of the five senses. The body has five working senses, 
namely, the hands, the legs, the tongue, the rectum and the genitals. By 
taking full advantage of these working senses, the body enjoys material 
life. The chariot is driven by five horses, which represent the five sense 
organs—namely, the eyes, ears, nose, skin and tongue. These sense organs 
are very easily attracted by the sense objects. Consequently the horses are 
described as moving swiftly. On the chariot King Purafjana kept two 
explosive weapons, which may be compared to ahankara, or false ego. This 
false ego is typified by two attitudes: “I am this body” (ahanta), and 
‘Everything in my bodily relationships belongs to me” (mamata). 
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The two wheels of the chariot may be compared to the two moving 
facilities—namely sinful life and religious life. The chariot is decorated with 
three flags, which represent the three modes of material nature. The five 
kinds of obstacles, or uneven roads, represent the five kinds of air passing 
within the body. These are prana, apana, udana, samana and vyana. The 
body itself is covered by seven coverings, namely, skin, muscle, fat, blood, 
marrow, bone and semen. The living entity is covered by three subtle 
material elements and five gross material elements. These are actually 
obstacles placed before the living entity on the path of liberation from 
material bondage. 

The word rasmi (rope) in this verse indicates the mind. The word nida is 
also significant, for nida indicates the nest where a bird takes rest. In this 
case nida is the heart where the living entity is situated. The living entity 
sits in one place only. The causes of his bondage are two: namely lamen- 
tation and illusion. In material existence the living entity simply hankers 
to get something he can never get. Therefore he is in illusion. As a result of 
being in this illusory situation, the living entity is always lamenting. Thus 
lamentation and illusion are described herein as dvi-kiibara, the two posts 
of bondage. 

The living entity carries out various desires through five different 
processes, which indicate the working of the five working senses. The golden 
ornaments and dress indicate that the living entity is influenced by the 
quality of rajo-guna, passion. One who has a good deal of money or riches 
is especially driven by the mode of passion. Being influenced by the mode 
of passion, one desires so many things for enjoyment in this material world. 
The eleven commanders represent the ten senses and the mind. The mind is 
always making plans with the ten commanders to enjoy the material world. 
The forest named Pajica-prastha, where the King went to hunt, is the forest 
of the five sense objects: form, taste, sound, smell and touch. Thus in these 
three verses Narada Muni describes the position of the material body and 
the encagement of the living entity within it. 


TEXT 4 


TAR Bet a ey MNTHT: | 
Re Aad! BIASES: I 8 II 


cacara mrgayam tatra 
drpta attesu-karmukah 
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vihaya jayam atad-arham 
mrga-vyasana-lalasah 


cacara—executed; mrgayam—hunting; tatra—there; drptah—being proud; 
atta—having taken; isu—arrows; karmukah—bow; vihaya—giving up; jayam— 
his wife; a-tat-arham—although impossible; mrga—hunting; vyasana—eyil 
activities; lalasah—being inspired by. 


TRANSLATION 


It was almost impossible for King Purajijana to give up the company of 
his Queen even for a moment. Nonetheless, on that day, being very much 
inspired by the desire to hunt, he took up his bow and arrow with great 
pride and went to the forest, not caring for his wife. 


PURPORT 


One form of hunting is known as woman-hunting. A conditioned soul is 
never satisfied with one wife. Those whose senses are very much uncon- 
trolled especially try to hunt for many women. King Purafijana’s abandon- 
ing the company of his religiously married wife is representative of the 
conditioned soul’s attempt to hunt for many women for sense gratification. 
Wherever a king goes, he is supposed to be accompanied by his queen, but 
when the king, or conditioned soul, becomes greatly overpowered by the 
desire for sense gratification, he does not care for religious principles. 
Instead, with great pride, he accepts the bow and arrow of attachment and 
hatred. Our consciousness is always working in two ways—the right way and 
the wrong way. When one becomes too proud of his position, influenced 
by the mode of passion, he gives up the right path and accepts the wrong 
one. Ksatriya kings are sometimes advised to go to the forest to hunt 
ferocious animals just to learn how to kill, but such forays are never meant 
for sense gratification. Killing animals to eat their flesh is forbidden for 
human beings. 

TEXT 5 


MA Terabe sae fara: | 
areafafadataty 9 waa 4 I 


asurim urttim asritya 
ghoratma niranugrahah 
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nyahanan nisitair banair 
vanesu vana-gocaran 


asurim—demoniac; vrttim—occupation; dsritya—taken shelter of; ghora— 
horrible; atmd—consciousness, heart; niranugrahah—without mercy; 
nyahanat—killed;nisitath—by sharp; banaih—arrows; vanesu—in the forests; 
vana-gocaran—the forest animals. 


TRANSLATION 


At that time King Purafijana was very much influenced by demoniac 
propensities. Because of this, his heart became very hard and merciless, 
and with sharp arrows he killed many innocent animals in the forest, tak- 
ing no consideration. 


PURPORT 


When a man becomes too proud of his material position, he tries to enjoy 
his senses in an unrestricted way, being influenced by the modes of passion 
and ignorance. He is thus described as asuric, or demoniac. When people 
are demoniac in spirit, they are not merciful toward the poor animals. Con- 
sequently they maintain various animal slaughterhouses. This is technically 
called siind or himsd, which means the killing of living beings. In Kali-yuga, 
due to the increase of the modes of passion and ignorance, almost all men 
are asuric or demoniac; therefore they are very much fond of eating flesh, 
and for this end they maintain various kinds of animal slaughterhouses. 

In this age of Kali the propensity for mercy is almost nil. Consequently 
there is always fighting and wars between men and nations. Men do not 
understand that because they unrestrictedly kill so many animals, they also 
must be slaughtered like animals in big wars. This is very much evident in 
the Western countries. In the West, slaughterhouses are maintained without 
restriction, and therefore every fifth or tenth year there is a big war in 
which countless people are slaughtered even more cruelly than the animals. 
Sometimes during war, soldiers keep their enemies in concentration camps 
and kill them in very cruel ways. These are reactions brought about by un- 
restricted animal killing in the slaughterhouse and by hunters in the forest. 
Proud, demoniac persons do not know the laws of nature, nor do they 
know the laws of God. Consequently they unrestrictedly kill poor animals, 
not caring for them at all. In this Krsna consciousness movement animal 
killing is completely prohibited. One is not accepted as a bona fide student 
in this movement unless he promises to follow the four regulative principles: 
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no animal killing, no intoxication, no illicit sex, and no gambling. This 
Krsna consciousness movement is the only means by which the sinful 
activities of men in this Kali-yuga can be counteracted. 


TEXT 6 


aitg affees Tat Ae Te aa | 
TGA sean camete few 1 & tl 


tirthesu pratidrstesu 
raja medhyan pasiin vane 
yavad-artham alam lubdho 
hanyad iti ntyamyate 


tirthesu—in holy places; pratidrstesu—according to the direction of the 
Vedas; raja—a king; medhyan—fit for sacrifice; pas#n—animals; vane—in 
the forest; yavat—so much as; artham—required; alam—not more than 
that; lubdhah—being greedy; hanyat—one may kill; iti—thus; niyamyate— 
it is regulated. 


TRANSLATION 


If a king is too attracted to eating flesh, he may, according to the direc- 
tions of the revealed scriptures on sacrificial performances, go to the forest 
and kill some animals that are recommended for killing. One is not allowed 
to kill animals unnecessarily or without restrictions. The Vedas regulate 
animal killing to stop the extravagance of foolish men influenced by the 
modes of passion and ignorance. 


PURPORT 


The question may be raised why a living being should be restricted in 
sense gratification. If a king, to learn how to kill, may go to the forest and 
kill animals, why should a living entity, who has been given senses, not be 
allowed unrestricted sense gratification? At the present moment this 
argument is put forward even by so-called svamis and yogis who publicly 
say that because we have senses we must satisfy them by sense gratification. 
These foolish svdmis and yogis, however, do not know the injunctions of 
the sastras. Indeed, sometimes these rascals come out to defy the Sastras. 
They even publicly announce that there should be no more Ssastras, no 
more books. “Just come to me,”’ they say, ‘“‘and I shall touch you, and you 
will become immediately spiritually advanced.” 
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Because demoniac people want to be cheated, so many cheaters are 
present to cheat them. At the present moment in this age of Kali-yuga, the 
entire human society has become an assembly of cheaters and cheated. For 
this reason the Vedic scriptures have given us the proper directions for sense 
gratification. Everyone is inclined in this age to eat meat and fish, drink 
liquor, and indulge in sex life, but according to the Vedic injunctions, sex 
is allowed only in marriage, meat-eating is allowed only when the animal is 
killed and offered before the goddess Kali, and intoxication is allowed only 
in arestricted way. In this verse the word niyamyate indicates that all these 
things—namely, animal killing, intoxication and sex—should be regulated. 

Regulations are meant for human beings, not for animals. The traffic 
regulations on the street, telling people to keep to the right or the left, are 
meant for human beings, not for animals. If an animal violates such a law, 
he is never punished, but a human being is punished. The Vedas are not 
meant for the animals but for the understanding of human society. A person 
who indiscriminately violates the rules and regulations given by the Vedas 
is liable to be punished. One should therefore not enjoy his senses accord- 
ing to his lusty desires but should restrict himself according to the regulative 
principles given in the Vedas. If a king is allowed to hunt in a forest, it is 
not for his sense gratification. We cannot simply experiment in the art of 
killing. If a king, being afraid to meet rogues and thieves, kills poor animals 
and eats their flesh comfortably at home, he may lose his position. 

Because in this age kings have such demoniac propensities, monarchy is 
abolished by the laws of nature in every country. People have become so 
degraded in this age that on the one hand they restrict polygamy and on 
the other hand they hunt for women in so many ways. Many business 
concerns publicly advertise that topless girls are available in this club or in 
that shop. Thus women have become instruments of sense enjoyment in 
modern society. The Vedas enjoin, however, that if a man has the propen- 
sity to enjoy more than one wife—as is sometimes the propensity for men 
in the higher social order, such as the brahmanas, ksatriyas and the vaisyas, 
and even sometimes the sitdras—he is allowed to marry more than one wife. 
Marriage means taking complete charge of a woman and living peacefully 
without debauchery. At the present moment, however, debauchery is un- 
restricted. Nonetheless, society makes a law that one should not marry 
more than one wife. This is typical of a demoniac society. 


TEXT 7 
aod en had far adta area: | 
SAN Ia TAK MAA a a AU 9 I 
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ya evam karma niyatam 
vidvan kurvita manavah 

karmanda tena rajendra 
jnianena na sa lipyate 


yah—anyone who; evam—thus; karma—activities; niyatam—regulated; 
vidvan—learned; kurvita—should perform; mdnavah—a human being; 
karmana—by such activities; tena—by this; raja-indra— O King; jranena—by 
advancement of knowledge; na—never; sah—he; lipyate—becomes involved. 


TRANSLATION 


Narada Muni continued to speak to King Pracinabarhisat: My dear King, 
any person who works according to the directions of the Vedic scriptures 
does not become involved in fruitive activities. 


PURPORT 


Just as a government may issue trade licenses in order for its citizens to 
actin acertain way, the Vedas contain injunctions that restrain and regulate 
all of our fruitive activities. All living entities have come into this material 
world to enjoy themselves. Consequently the Vedas are given to regulate 
sense enjoyment. One who enjoys his senses under the Vedic regulative 
principles does not become entangled in the actions and reactions of his 
activities. As stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


yajnarthat karmano ‘nyatra 
loko ’yam karma-bandhanah 

tad-artharm karma kaunteya 
mukta-sangah samacara 


“Work done as a sacrifice for Visnu has to be performed, otherwise work 
binds one to this material world. Therefore, O son of Kunti, perform your 
prescribed duties for His satisfaction, and in that way you will always 
remain unattached and free from bondage.” (Bg. 3.9) 

A human being is especially meant to attain liberation from the bondage 
of birth, death, old age and disease. He is therefore directed by the Vedic 
regulative principles to work in such a way that he may fulfill his desires 
for sense gratification and at the same time gradually become freed from 
material bondage. Action according to such principles is called knowledge. 
Indeed, the word veda means knowledge. The words jndanena na sa lipyate 
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indicate that by following the Vedic principles, one does not become 
involved in the actions and reactions of his fruitive activities. 

Everyone is therefore advised to act in terms of the Vedic injunctions 
and not irresponsibly. When a person within a state acts according to the 
laws and licenses of the government, he does not become involved in 
criminal activities. Man-made laws, however, are always defective because 
they are made by men who are prone to committing mistakes, being 
illusioned, cheating and having imperfect senses. The Vedic instructions 
are different because they do not have these four defects. Vedic instructions 
are not subject to mistakes. The knowledge of the Vedas is knowledge 
received directly from God, and there is consequently no question of 
illusion, cheating, mistakes or imperfect senses. All Vedic knowledge is 
perfect because it is received directly from God by the parampara disciplic 
succession. In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said: tene brahma hrda ya adi-kavaye 
(Bhag. 1.1.1). The original creature of this universe, known as the adi-kavi, 
or Lord Brahma, was instructed by Krsna through the heart. After receiving 
these Vedic instructions from Lord Krsna Himself, Brahma distributed the 
knowledge by the parampara system to Narada, and Narada in turn dis- 
tributed the knowledge to Vyasa. In this way Vedic knowledge is perfect. 
If we act according to Vedic knowledge, there is no question of being 
involved in sinful activities. 


TEXT 8 
TAN FH FUT AaTEal aaa | 
TACIT «ACAI «= AMET: I< Il 


anyatha karma kurvano 
manaridho nibadhyate 

guna-pravaha-patito 
nasta-prajiio vrajaty adhah 


anyatha—otherwise; karma—fruitive activities; kurvanah—while acting; 
mana-aridhah—being influenced by false prestige; nibadhyate—one becomes 
entangled; guna-pravaha—by the influence of the material qualities; 
patitah—fallen; nasta-prajriah—bereft of all intelligence; vrajati—thus he 
goes; adhah—down. 
TRANSLATION 


Otherwise a person who acts whimsically falls down due to false prestige. 
Thus he becomes involved in the laws of nature, which are composed of 
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the three qualities [goodness, passion and ignorance]. In this way a living 
entity becomes devoid of his real intelligence and becomes perpetually lost 
in the cycle of birth and death. Thus he goes up and down from a microbe 
in stool to a high position in the Brahmaloka planet. 


PURPORT 


There are many important words in this verse. The first is anyathd, 
‘“‘otherwise,’’ which indicates one who does not care for the Vedic rules 
and regulations. The rules and regulations laid down in the Vedas are called 
Sastra-vidhi. Bhagavad-gita clearly states that one who does not accept the 
Sastra-vidhi, or rules and regulations mentioned in the Vedic scriptures, 
and acts whimsically or puffed up with false pride, never attains perfection 
in this life, nor does he attain happiness or liberation from the material 
condition. 


yah sastra-vidhim utsrjya 
vartate kama-karatah 

na sa siddhim avapnoti 
na sukham na param gatim 


“He who discards scriptural injunctions and acts according to his own 
whims attains neither perfection, nor happiness, nor the supreme destina- 
tion.” (Bg. 16.23) 

Thus one who is deliberately transgressing the rules and regulations of 
the sdstras is simply involving himself more and more in material existence 
in the three modes of material nature. Human society should therefore 
follow the Vedic principles of life, which are summarized in Bhagavad-gita. 
Otherwise life in material existence will continue. Foolish persons do not 
know that the soul is passing through 8,400,000 species of life. By the 
eradual process of evolution, when one comes to the human form of life, 
he is supposed to follow the rules and regulations laid down in the Vedas. 
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu says that the living entity, since time immemorial, 
is suffering the threefold miseries of material nature due to his demoniac 
attitude, which is his spirit of revolt against the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. Krsna also confirms this in Bhagavad -gita: 


mamaivamso jiva-loke 
jiva-bhiitah sanatanah 

manah sasthanindriyani 
prakrti-sthani karsati 
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“The living entities in this conditioned world are My eternal, fragmental 
parts. Due to conditioned life, they are struggling very hard with the six 
senses, which include the mind.” (Bg. 15.7) 

Every living entity is part and parcel of God. There is no reason for the 
living entity’s being put into the miserable threefold condition of material 
existence but that he voluntarily accepts material existence on the false 
pretext of becoming an enjoyer. To save him from this horrible condition, 
the Lord has given all the Vedic literatures in His incarnation of Vyasadeva. 
It is therefore said: 


krsna bhuli’ sei jiva anadi-bahirmukha 
ataeva maya tare deya samsara-duhkha 


“By forgetting Krsna, the living entity has become materialistic since time 
immemorial. Therefore the illusory energy of Krsna is giving him different 
types of miseries in material existence.” (Cc. Madhya 20.117) 


maya-mugdha jivera nahi svatah krsna-jiana 
jivere krpaya kaila krsna veda-purana 


‘When a living entity is enchanted by the external energy, he cannot revive 
his original Krsna consciousness independently. Due to such circumstances, 
Krsna has kindly given him the Vedic literatures, such as the four Vedas 
and eighteen Purdnas.” (Cc. Madhya 20.122) 

Every human being should therefore take advantage of the Vedic instruc- 
tions; otherwise one will be bound by his whimsical activities and will be 
without any guide. 

The word manaridhah is also very significant in this verse. Under the 
pretext of becoming great philosophers and scientists, men throughout the 
whole world are working on the mental platform. Such men are generally 
nondevotees, due to not caring for the instructions given by the Lord 
to the first living creature, Lord Brahma. The Bhagavatam therefore says: 


harav abhaktasya kuto mahad-guna 
mano-rathenasati dhavato bahih (Bhag. 5.18.12) 


A person who is a nondevotee has no good qualifications because he acts 
on the mental platform. One who acts on the mental platform has to change 
his standard of knowledge periodically. We consequently see that one 
philosopher may disagree with another philosopher, and one scientist may 
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put forward a theory contradicting the theory of another scientist. All of 
this is due to their working on the mental platform without a standard of 
knowledge. In the Vedic instructions, however, the standard of knowledge 
is accepted, even though it may sometimes appear that the statements are 
contradictory. Because the Vedas are the standard of knowledge, even 
though they may appear contradictory, they should be accepted. If one 
does not accept them, he will be bound by the material conditions. 

The material conditions are described in this verse as guna-pravaha, the 
flowing of the three modes of material nature. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
therefore says in a song, (miche) mayara vase, yaccha bhese’, khaccha 
habudubu, bhai: “Why are you suffering? Why are you sometimes being 
drowned in the waves of material nature and sometimes coming to the 
surface?” (Jiva) krsna-dasa, e visvasa, karle ta’ ara duhkha nai: ‘Please 
therefore accept yourself as the servant of Krsna. Then you will be freed 
from all miseries.”» As soon as one surrenders to Krsna and accepts the 
perfect standard of knowledge, which is Bhagavad-gita as it is, he then comes 
out of the material modes of nature and does not fall down and lose his 
knowledge. 

Nasta-prajfiah. The word prajfia means “‘perfect knowledge,” and nasta- 
prajfia means “one who has no perfect knowledge.”” One who does not 
have perfect knowledge has only mental speculation. By such mental 
speculation one falls down and down into a hellish condition of life. By 
transgressing the laws laid down in the sastras, one cannot become pure in 
heart. When one’s heart is not purified, one acts according to the three 
material modes of nature. These activities are very nicely explained in 
verses 1-6 of the Seventeenth Chapter of Bhagavad-gita. Bhagavad-gita 
further explains: 

traigunya-visaya veda 
nistraigunyo bhavarjuna 

nirdvandvo nitya-sattva-stho 
niryoga-ksema atmavan 


‘The Vedas mainly deal with the subject of the three modes of material 
nature. Rise above these modes, O Arjuna. Be transcendental to all of them. 
Be free from all dualities and from all anxieties for gain and safety, and be 
established in the Self.” (Bg. 2.45) 

The entire world and all material knowledge is within the three modes of 
material nature. One has to transcend these modes, and to attain that 
platform of transcendence one must follow the instruction of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and thus become perfect in life. Otherwise one will 
be knocked down by the waves of the material nature’s three modes. This 
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is further explained in Stimad-Bhagavatam in the words of Prahlada 
Maharaja: 
matir na krsne paratah svato va 
mitho ‘bhipadyeta grha-vratanam 
adanta-gobhir visatam tamisram 
punah punas carvita-carvananam 


(Bhag. 7.5.30) 


Materialistic persons who are too much engaged in material enjoyment 
and who do not know anything beyond their material experiences are 
carried by the whims of material nature. They live a life characterized by 
chewing the chewed, and they are controlled by their uncontrolled senses. 
Thus they go down to the darkest regions of hellish life. 


TEXT 9 
aa fatramaron Fara: Reta: | 
gas qE Raat Bae: BOTA I S Ut 


tatra nirbhinna-gatranam 
citra-vajaih sili-mukhaih 
viplavo *bhiid duhkhitanam 


duhsahah karunatmanam 


tatra—there; nirbhinna—being pierced; gatranam—whose bodies; citra- 
vajaih—with variegated feathers; siliimukhaih—by the arrows; viplavah— 
destruction; abhit—was done; duhkhitanam—of the most aggrieved; 
duhsahah—unbearable; karuna-atmanam—for persons who are very merciful. 


TRANSLATION 


When King Purafijana was hunting in this way, many animals within the 
forest lost their lives with great pain, being pierced by the sharp arrowheads. 
Upon seeing these devastating, ghastly activities performed by the King, all 
the people who were merciful by nature became very unhappy. Such merci- 
ful persons could not tolerate seeing all this killing. 


PURPORT 


When demoniac persons engage in animal killing, the demigods, or 
devotees of the Lord, are very much afflicted by this killing. Bemoniac 
civilizations in this modern age maintain various types of slaughterhouses 
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all over the world. Rascal svamis and yogis encourage foolish persons to go 
on eating flesh and killing animals and at the same time continue their 
so-called meditation and mystical practices. All these affairs are ghastly, 
and a compassionate person, namely a devotee of the Lord, becomes very 
unhappy to see such a sight. The hunting process is also carried on in a 
different way, as we have already explained. Hunting women, drinking 
different types of liquor, becoming intoxicated, killing animals and enjoying 
sex all serve as the basis of modern civilization. Vaisnavas are unhappy to 
see such a situation in the world, and therefore they are very busy spreading 
this Krsna consciousness movement. 

The devotees are pained to see the hunting and killing of animals in the 
forest, the wholesale slaughter of animals in the slaughterhouses, and the 
exploitation of young girls in brothels that function under different names 
as clubs and societies. Being very much compassionate upon the killing of 
animals in sacrifice, the great sage Narada began his instructions to King 
Pracinabarhisat. In these instructions, Narada Muni explained that devotees 
like him are very much afflicted by all the killing that goes on in human 
society. Not only are saintly persons afflicted by this killing, but even God 
Himself is afflicted and therefore comes down in the incarnation of Lord 
Buddha. Jayadeva Gosvami therefore sings: sadaya-hrdaya-darsita- 
pasu-ghatam. Simply to stop the killing of animals, Lord Buddha com- 
passionately appeared. Some rascals put forward the theory that an animal 
has no soul or is something like dead stone. In this way they rationalize 
that there is no sin in animal killing. Actually animals are not dead stone, 
but the killers of animals are stone-hearted. Consequently no reason or 
philosophy appeals to them. They continue keeping slaughterhouses and 
killing animals in the forest. The conclusion is that one who does not care 
for the instructions of saintly persons like Narada and his disciplic succes- 
sion surely falls into the category of nasta-prajra and thus goes to hell. 


TEXT 10 


TUT Wald WS IW MIAN VST HT | 
teqracaiay Aas fray orAeAATA 112 oll 


Sasan varahan mahisan 
gavayan ruru-Salyakan 

medhyan anyams ca vividhan 
vinighnan sramam adhyagat 
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Sasan—rabbits; varahan—boars; mahisan—buffaloes; gavayan—bisons; 
ruru—black deer; salyakan—porcupines; medhyan—game animals; anyan— 
others; ca—and; vividhan—various; vinighnan—by killing; sramam adhyagat— 
became very tired. 


TRANSLATION 


In this way King Purafijana killed many animals, including rabbits, 
boars, buffaloes, bisons, black deer, porcupines and other game animals. 
After killing and killing, the King became very tired. 


PURPORT 


A person in the mode of ignorance commits many sinful activities. In 
the Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu, Srila Ripa Gosvami explains that a man 
becomes sinful out of ignorance only. The resultant effect of sinful life 
is suffering. Those who are not in knowledge, who commit violations of 
the standard laws, are subject to be punished under criminal laws. Similarly, 
the laws of nature are very stringent. If a child touches fire without knowing 
the effect, he must be burned, even though he is only a child. If a child 
violates the law of nature, there is no compassion. Only through ignorance 
does a person violate the laws of nature, and when he comes to knowledge 
he does not commit any more sinful acts. 

The King became tired after killing so many animals. When a man comes 
in contact with a saintly person, he becomes aware of the stringent laws of 
nature and thus becomes a religious person. Irreligious persons are like 
animals, but in this Krsna consciousness movement such persons can come 
to a sense of understanding things as they are and abandon the four 
principles of prohibited activities—namely, illicit sex life, meat-eating, 
gambling and intoxication. This is the beginning of religious life. Those who 
are so-called religious and indulge in these four principles of prohibited 
activities are pseudo-religionists. Religious life and sinful activity cannot 
parallel one another. If one is serious in accepting a religious life, or the 
path of salvation, he must adhere to the four basic rules and regulations. 
However sinful a man may be, if he receives knowledge from the proper 
spiritual master and repents his past activities in his sinful life and stops 
them, he immediately becomes eligible to return home, back to Godhead. 
This is made possible just by following the rules and regulations given by 
the sastra and following the bona fide spiritual master. 

At present the whole world is on the verge of retiring from a blind 
materialistic civilization, which may be likened to hunting animals in the 
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forest. People should take advantage of this Krsna consciousness movement 
and leave their troublesome life of killing. It is said that the killers of animals 
should neither live nor die. If they live only to kill animals and enjoy women, 
life is not very prosperous. And as soon as a killer dies, he enters the cycle 
of birth and death in the lower species of life. That also is not desirable. 
The conclusion is that killers should retire from the killing business and 
take to this Krsna consciousness movement to make life perfect. A confused, 
frustrated man cannot get relief by committing suicide because suicide will 
simply lead him to take birth in the lower species of life or to remain as a 
ghost, unable to attain a gross material body. Therefore the perfect course 
is to retire altogether from sinful activities and take up Krsna consciousness. 
In this way one can become completely perfect and go back home, back 
to Godhead. 


TEXT 11 


qa: Gaertn Man Tea | 
wo ma RICE EMEC ES: CES 


tatah ksut-trt-parisranto 
niurtto grham eyivan 

krta-snanocitaharah 
samvivesa gata-klamah 


tatah—thereafter; ksut—by hunger; trt—thirst; parisrantah—being too 
fatigued; nivrttah—having ceased; grham eyivan—came back to his home; 
krta—taken; snana—bath; ucita-aharah—exactly required foodstuffs; 
samvivesa—took rest; gata-klamah—freed from all fatigue. 


TRANSLATION 


After this, the King, very much fatigued, hungry and thirsty, returned 
to his royal palace. After returning, he took a bath and had dinner. Then 
he took rest and thus became freed from all restlessness. 


PURPORT 


A materialistic person works throughout the whole week very, very 
hard. He is always asking, ‘“‘Where is money? Where is money?” Then, at 
the end of the week, he wants to retire from these activities and go to 
some secluded place to rest. King Puranjana returned to his home because 
he was very much fatigued from hunting animals in the forest. In this way 
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his conscience came to stop him from committing further sinful activities 
and make him return home. In Bhagavad-gtta materialistic persons are 
described as duskrtinah, which indicates those who are always engaged in 
sinful activities. When a person comes to his senses and understands how he 
is engaging in sinful activities, he returns to his conscience, which is herein 
figuratively described as the palace. Generally a materialistic person is 
infected by the material modes of passion and ignorance. The results of 
passion and ignorance are lust and greed. In the life of a materialist, 
activity means working in lust and greed. However, when he comes to his 
senses, he wants to retire. According to Vedic civilization, such retirement 
is positively recommended, and this portion of life is called vanaprastha. 
Retirement is absolutely necessary for a materialist who wants to become 
free from the activities of a sinful life. 

King Purafijana’s coming home, taking bath and having an appropriate 
dinner indicate that a materialistic person must retire from sinful activities 
and become purified by accepting a spiritual master and hearing from him 
about the values of hfe. If one would do this, he would feel completely 
refreshed, just as one feels after taking a bath. After receiving initiation 
from a bona fide spiritual master, one must abandon all kinds of sinful 
activities, namely, illicit sex, intoxication, gambling and meat-eating. 

The word ucitahara used in this verse is important. Ucita means appropri- 
ate. One must eat appropriately and not take after food like hogs take 
after stool. For ahuman being there are eatables described in Bhagavad-gita 
(Bg. 17.8) as sdttvika-ahara, or food in the mode of goodness. One should 
not indulge in eating food in the modes of passion and ignorance. This is 
called ucitahara, or appropriate eating. One who is always eating meat or 
drinking liquor, which is eating and drinking in passion and ignorance, 
must give these things up so that his real consciousness may be awakened. 
In this way one may become peaceful and refreshed. If one is restless or 


fatigued, one cannot understand the science of God. As stated in Srimad- 
Bhagavatam (1.2.20): 


evam prasanna-manaso 
bhagavad-bhakti-yogatah 

bhagavat-tattva-vijnanam 
mukta-sangasya jayate 


Unless one can become free from the influence of passion and ignorance, 
he cannot be pacified, and without being pacified, one cannot understand 
the science of God. King Purafijana’s returning home is indicative of man’s 
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returning to his original consciousness, known as Krsna consciousness. 
Krsna consciousness is absolutely necessary for one who has committed 
a lot of sinful activities, especially killing animals or hunting in the forest. 


TEXT 12 


AAAS || TTS TATA A: 
MATHTTAR ARTY «Aa? 12 AN 


atmanam arhayan cakre 
dhipalepa-srag-adibhih 

sadhv-alankrta-sarvango 
mahisyam adadhe manah 


atmanam—himself; arhayam—as it ought to be done; cakre—did; 
dhipa—incense; alepa—smearing the body with sandalwood pulp; srak— 
garlands; adibhih—beginning with; sddhu—saintly, beautifully; alankrta— 
being decorated; sarva-angah—all over the body; mahisyam—unto the 
Queen; ddadhe—he gave; manah—mind. 


TRANSLATION 


After this, King Purafijana decorated his body with suitable ornaments. 
He also smeared scented sandalwood pulp over his body and put on flower 
garlands. In this way he became completely refreshed. After this, he began 
to search out his Queen. 


PURPORT 


When a man comes into good consciousness and accepts a saintly person 
as a spiritual master, he hears many Vedic instructions in the form of 
philosophy, stories, narrations about great devotees and _ transactions 
between God and His devotees. In this way a man becomes refreshed in 
mind, exactly like a person who smears scented sandalwood pulp all over 
his body and decorates himself with ornaments. These decorations may be 
compared to knowledge of religion and the self. Through such knowledge 
one becomes detached from a materialistic way of life and engages himself 
in always hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita and other Vedic 
literatures. The word sddhv-alankrta used in this verse indicates that 
one must be absorbed in knowledge gathered from the instructions 
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of saintly persons. Just as King Purafijana began to search out his better 
half, the Queen, one who is decorated with knowledge and instructions 
from saintly persons should try to search out his original consciousness, 
Krsna consciousness. One cannot return to Krsna consciousness unless 
he is favored by the instructions of a saintly person. Therefore 
Srila Narottama dasa Thakura sings: sddhu-sdstra-guru-vakya, cittete 
kariya aikya. If we want to become saintly persons, or if we want 
to return to our original Krsna consciousness, we must associate with 
sadhu (a saintly person), sastra (authoritative Vedic literature), and guru 
(a bona fide spiritual master). This is the process. 


TEXT 13 


Tal gel Aca «= FeTIHeAraa: | 
TOUTE TUtel Theo Wear 23M 


trpto hrstah sudrptas ca 
kandarpakrsta-manasah 

na vyacasta vararoham 
grhinim grha-medhinim 


trptah—satisfied; hrstah—joyful; su-drptah—being very proud; ca—also; 
kandarpa—by Cupid; akrsta—attracted; mdnasah—his mind; na—did not; 
vyecasta—try; vardroham—higher consciousness; grhinim—wife; grha- 
medhinim—one who keeps her husband in material life. 


TRANSLATION 


After taking his dinner and having his thirst and hunger satisfied, King 
Purafijana felt some joy within his heart. Instead of being elevated to a 
higher consciousness, he became captivated by Cupid, and was moved by a 
desire to find his wife, who kept him satisfied in his household life. 


PURPORT 


This verse is very significant for those desiring to elevate themselves to 
a higher level of Krsna consciousness. When a person is initiated by a 
spiritual master, he changes his habits and does not eat undesirable eatables 
or engage in the eating of meat, the drinking of liquor, illicit sex or gambling. 
Sattvika-ahara, foodstuffs in the mode of goodness, are described in the 
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Sdstras as wheat, rice, vegetables, fruits, milk, sugar, and milk products. 
Simple food like rice, dahl, chapatis, vegetables, milk and sugar constitute 
a balanced diet, but sometimes it is found that an initiated person, in the 
name of prasdda, eats very luxurious foodstuffs. Due to his past sinful life 
he becomes attracted by Cupid and eats good food voraciously. It is 
clearly visible that when a neophyte in Krsna consciousness eats too 
much, he falls down. Instead of being elevated to pure Krsna consciousness, 
he becomes attracted by Cupid. The so-called brahmacari becomes agitated 
by women, and the vanaprastha may again become captivated into having 
sex with his wife. Or he may begin to search out another wife. Due to some 
sentiment, he may give up his own wife and come into the association of 
devotees and a spiritual master, but due to his past sinful life he cannot 
stay. Instead of being elevated to Krsna consciousness, he falls down, being 
attracted by Cupid, and takes to another wife for sex enjoyment. The fall 
of the neophyte devotee from the path of Krsna consciousness down to 
material life is described in Srimad-Bhagavatam by Narada Muni. 


tyaktva sva-dharmam caranambujam harer 
bhajann apakvo ’tha patet tato yadi 

yatra kva vabhadram abhid amusya kim 
ko vartha adpto ‘bhajatarn sva-dharmatah 


(Bhag. 1.5.17) 


This indicates that although a neophyte devotee may fall down from the 
path of Krsna consciousness due to his immaturity, his service to Krsna 
never goes in vain. However, a person who remains steadfast in his family 
duty or so-called social or family obligation but does not take to Krsna 
consciousness receives no profit. One who comes to Krsna consciousness 
must be very cautious and refrain from prohibited activities, as defined by 
Ripa Gosvami in his Upadesamrta: 


atyaharah prayasas ca 
prajalpo niyamagrahah 

Jana-sangas ca laulyam ca 
sadbhir bhaktir vinasyati 


A neophyte devotee should neither eat too much nor collect more money 
than necessary. Eating too much or collecting too much is called atyahara. 
For such atyahdra one must endeavor very much. This is called prayasa. 
Superficially one may show himself to be very much faithful to the rules 
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and regulations but at the same time not to be fixed in the regulative 
principles. This is called niyamdgraha. By mixing with undesirable persons 
or Jana-sanga, one becomes tainted with lust and greed and falls down from 
the path of devotional service. 


TEXT 14 


aagansrstsat a afer | 
AT 7: HIS TAL BACT AAT FT U2vill 


antahpura-striyo ‘prcchad 
vimana iva vedisat 

api vah kusalam ramah 
sesvarinam yatha pura 


antahpura—household; striyah— women; aprcchat—he asked; vimanah— 
being too much anxious; iva—like; vedisat—O King Pracinabarhi; api— 
whether; vah—your; kusalam—good fortune; ramah—O you beautiful 
women; sa-isvarinam—with your mistress; yatha—as; pura—before. 


TRANSLATION 


At that time King Purajijana was a little anxious, and he inquired from 
the household women: My dear beautiful women, are you and your 
mistress all very happy like before, or not? 


PURPORT 


In this verse the word vedisat indicates King Pracinabarhi. When a man 
becomes refreshed by association with devotees and awakes to Krsna 
consciousness, he consults the activities of his mind—namely, thinking, 
feeling and willing—and decides whether he should again return to his 
material activities or stay steady in spiritual consciousness. The word 
kusalam refers to that which is auspicious. One can make his home perfectly 
auspicious when he engages in devotional service to Lord Visnu. When one 
is engaged in activities other than visnu-bhakti, or in other words when 
one is engaged in material activities, he is always filled with anxieties. A 
sane man should consult his mind, its thinking, feeling and willing processes, 
and decide how these processes should be utilized. If one always thinks of 
Krsna, feels how to serve Him and wills to execute the order of Krsna, it 
should be known that he has taken good instruction from his intelligence, 
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which is called the mother. Although the King was refreshed, he nonetheless 
inquired about his wife. Thus he was consulting, thinking and willing how 
he could again return to his steady good consciousness. The mind may 
suggest that by visaya-bhoga, or sense enjoyment, one can become happy, 
but when one becomes advanced in Krsna consciousness, he does not derive 
happiness from material activities. This is explained in Bhagavad-gita: 


visaya vinivartante 
niraharasya dehinah 

rasa-varjam raso ‘py asya 
param drstva nivartate 


‘The embodied soul may be restricted from sense enjoyment, though the 
taste for sense objects remains. But, ceasing such engagements by experi- 
encing a higher taste, he is fixed in consciousness.” (Bg. 2.59) 

One cannot be artificially unattached to the sense objects unless he 
finds better engagement in devotional service. Param drstva nivartate. One 
can cease from material activities only when one actually engages in 
devotional service. 


TEXT 15 


A wae Tad Tey Wear | 
ae A AE We Ala Tat aT Aaeaa | 
SAR TH TMS HI ATTA StATT N24 


na tathaitarhi rocante 
grhesu grha-sampadah 

yadi na sydd grhe mata 
patni va pati-devata 

vyange ratha iva prajnah 
ko namasita dinavat 


na—not; tatha—like before; etarhi—at this moment; rocante—become 
pleasing; grhesu—at home; grha-sampadah—all household paraphernalia; 
yadi—if; na—not; syat—there is; grhe—at home; mata—mother; patni— 
wife; vd—or; pati-devata—devoted to the husband; vyange—without wheels; 
rathe—in a chariot; iva—like; prajiiah—learned man; kah—who is that; 
nama—indeed; dsita—would sit; dina-vat—like a poverty-stricken creature. 
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TRANSLATION 


King Purafijana said: I do not understand why my household parapher- 
nalia does not attract me as before. I think that if there is neither a mother 
nor devoted wife at home, the home is like a chariot without wheels. Where 
is the fool who will sit down on such an unworkable chariot? 


PURPORT 
The great politician Canakya Pandita said: 


mata yasya grhe nasti bharya ca priya-vadini 
aranyam tena gantavyam yatharanyam tatha grham 


‘If a person has neither a mother nor a pleasing wife at home, he should 
leave home and go to the forest, because for him there is no difference 
between the forest and home.” The real mata, or mother, is devotional 
service to the Lord, and the real patni, or devoted wife, is a wife who 
helps her husband execute religious principles in devotional service. These 
two things are required for a happy home. 

Actually, a woman is supposed to be the energy of the man. Historically, 
in the background of every great man there is either a mother or a wife. 
One’s household life is very successful if he has both a good wife and 
mother. In such a case, everything about household affairs and all the 
paraphernalia in the house become very pleasing. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
had both a good mother and pleasing wife, and He was very happy at 
home. Nonetheless, for the benefit of the whole human race, He took 
sannyasa and left both His mother and wife. In other words, it is essential 
that one have both a good mother and wife in order to become perfectly 
happy at home. Otherwise home life has no meaning. Unless one is 
religiously guided by intelligence and renders devotional service unto the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, his home can never become very pleasing 
to a saintly person. In other words, if a man has a good mother or a good 
wife, there is no need of his taking sannydsa—that is, unless it is absolutely 
necessary, as it was for Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 


TEXT 16 
SAda Al Val ANed STATA | 
TM AS at stqsedt We Ws N24ll 
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kva vartate sa lalana 
majjantam vyasanarnave 

ya mam uddharate prajnam 
dipayanti pade pade 


kva—where; vartate—is now staying; sa—she; lalana—woman; majjantam— 
while drowning; vyasana-arnave—in the ocean of danger; ya—who; mam— 
me; uddharate—delivers; prajiam—good intelligence; dipayanti— 
enlightening; pade pade—in every step. 


TRANSLATION 


Kindly let me know the whereabouts of that beautiful woman who 
always saves me when I am drowning in the ocean of danger. By giving me 
good intelligence at every step, she always saves me. 


PURPORT 


There is no difference between a good wife and good intelligence. One 
who possesses good intelligence can deliberate properly and save himself 
from many dangerous conditions. In material existence there is danger at 
every step. In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said: padam padam yad vipadam na 
tesam (Bhag. 10.14.58). This material world is not actually a place of 
residence for an intelligent person or a devotee because here there is danger 
at every step. Vaikuntha is the real home for the devotee, for there is no 
anxiety and no danger. Good intelligence means becoming Krsna 
conscious. In the Caitanya-caritamrta it is said: krsna ye bhaje se bada 
catura. Unless one is Krsna conscious, he cannot be called an intelligent 
person. 

Herein we see that King Purafijana was searching after his good wife, 
who always helped him out of the dangerous situations that always occur 
in material existence. As already explained, a real wife is dharma-patni. 
That is, a woman accepted in marriage by ritualistic ceremony is called 
dharma-patni, which signifies that she is accepted in terms of religious 
principles. Children born of dharma-patni, or a woman married according 
to religious principles, inherit the property of the father, but children born 
of a woman who is not properly married do not inherit the father’s 
property. The word dharma-patni also refers to a chaste wife. A chaste wife 
is one who never had any connection with men before her marriage. Once 
a woman is given the freedom to mingle with all kinds of men in her youth, 
itis very difficult for her to keep chaste. She generally cannot remain chaste. 
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When butter is brought into the proximity of fire, it melts. The woman is 
like fire, and man is like the butter. But if one gets a chaste wife, accepted 
through a religious marriage ritual, she can be of great help when one is 
threatened by the many dangerous situations of life. Actually such a wife 
can become the source of all good intelligence. With such a good wife, the 
family’s engagement in the devotional service of the Lord actually makes a 
home a grhastha-dsrama, or household dedicated to spiritual cultivation. 


TEXT 17 
Ua FF 


ANT a TART Teal | 
Tis HAAN TIT TT AAT! 


rama icuh 
nara-natha na janimas 
tvat-priya yad vyavasyati 
bhitale niravastare 
Sayanam pasya Satru-han 


ramah ucuh—the women thus spoke; nara-natha—O King; na janimah— 
we do not know; tvat-priya—your beloved; yad vyavasyati—why she has 
taken to this sort of life; bhu-tale—on the ground; niravastare—without 
bedding; sayandm—lying down; pasya—look; satru-han—O killer of the 
enemies. 


TRANSLATION 


All the women addressed the King: O master of the citizens, we do not 
know why your dear wife has taken on this sort of existence. O killer of 
enemies, kindly look! She is lying on the ground without bedding. We 
cannot understand why she is acting this way. 


PURPORT 


When a person is devoid of devotional service, or visnu-bhakti, he takes 
to many sinful activities. King Puranjana left home, neglected his own 
wife, and engaged himself in killing animals. This is the position of all 
materialistic men. They do not care for a married chaste wife. They take 
the wife only as an instrument for sense enjoyment, not as a means for 
devotional service. To have unrestricted sex life, the karmis work very hard. 
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They have concluded that the best course is to have sex with any woman 
and simply pay the price for her, as though she were a mercantile commodity. 
Thus they engage their energy in working very hard for such material 
acquisitions. Such materialistic people have lost their good intelligence. 
They must search out their intelligence within the heart. A person who 
does not have a chaste wife accepted by religious principles always has a 
bewildered intelligence. 

The wife of King Purafijana was lying on the ground because she was 
neglected by her husband. Actually the woman must always be protected 
by her husband. We always speak of the goddess of fortune as being placed 
on the chest of Narayana. In other words, the wife must remain embraced 
by her husband. Thus she becomes beloved and well protected. Just as 
one saves his money and places it under his own personal protection, one 
should similarly protect his wife by his own personal supervision. Just as 
intelligence is always within the heart, so a beloved chaste wife should 
always have her place on the chest of a good husband. This is the proper 
relationship between husband and wife. A wife is therefore called 
ardhangani, or half of the body. One cannot remain with only one leg, 
one hand or only one side of the body. He must have two sides. Similarly, 
according to nature’s way, husband and wife should live together. In the 
lower species of life, among birds and animals, it is seen that by nature’s 
arrangement the husband and wife live together. It is similarly ideal in 
human life for the husband and wife to live together. The home should be 
a place for devotional service, and the wife should be chaste and accepted 
by a ritualistic ceremony. In this way one can become happy at home. 


TEXT 18 
ME TWF 


gata: anfed fdenzgay afl | 
Tagan ast oe TA uel 


narada uvaca 
puranjanah sva-mahisim 
niriksyavadhutam bhuvi 
tat-sangonmathita-jnano 
vaiklavyam paramam yayau 


naradah uvaca—the great sage Narada spoke; puranjanah— King Purafijana; 
sva-mahisim—his own Queen; niriksya—after seeing; avadhutam—appearing 
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like a mendicant; bhuvi—on the ground; tat—her; satga—by association; 
unmathita—encouraged; jidnah—whose knowledge; vaiklavyam—bewilder- 
ment; paramam—supreme; yayau—obtained. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Narada continued: My dear King Pracinabarhi, as soon 
as King Purafijana saw his Queen lying on the ground, appearing like a 
mendicant, he immediately became bewildered. 


PURPORT 


In this verse the word avadhutam is especially significant, for it refers 
to a mendicant who does not take care of his body. Since the Queen was 
lying on the ground without bedding and proper dress, King Purafijana 
became very much aggrieved. In other words, he repented that he had 
neglected his intelligence and had engaged himself in the forest in killing 
animals. In other words, when one’s good intelligence is separated or 
neglected, he fully engages in sinful activities. Due to neglecting one’s 
good intelligence, or Krsna consciousness, one becomes bewildered and 
engages in sinful activities. Upon realizing this, a man becomes repentant. 
Such repentance is described by Narottama dasa Thakura: hari hari viphale 
janama gondinu/ manusya-janama pdaiyd, radha-krsna na bhajiya, janiya 
Suniyd visa khainu. Narottama dasa Thakura herein says that he repents 
for having spoiled his human life and knowingly drunk poison. By not 
being Krsna conscious, one willingly drinks the poison of material life. 
The purport is that one certainly becomes addicted to sinful activities 
when he becomes devoid of his good chaste wife, or when he has lost his 
good sense and does not take to Krsna consciousness. 


TEXT 19 


ATT SETA TAT Saat ATTA | 
TIA: AAA USM ATT (1281 


santvayan slaksnaya vaca 
hrdayena vidiyata 

preyasyah sneha-samrambha- 
lingam atmani nabhyagat 


santvayan—pacifying; slaksnaya—by sweet; vaca— words; hrdayena—with 
a heart; vidiyatd—regretting very much; preyasyah—of his beloved; sneha— 
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from affection; sararambha—of anger; litgam—symptom; atmani—in her 
heart; na—did not; abhyagat—arouse. 


TRANSLATION 


The King, with aggrieved mind, began to speak to his wife with very 
pleasing words. Although he was filled with regret and tried to pacify her, 
he could not see any symptom of anger caused by love within the heart of 
his beloved wife. 


PURPORT 


The King very much regretted having left his Queen and having gone to 
the forest to execute sinful activities. When a person regrets his sinful 
activities, the abandoning of Krsna consciousness and good intelligence, 
his path of deliverance from the path of material clutches is opened. As 
stated in Srimad-Bhdgavatam: pardbhavas tavad abodha-jato ydvan na 
jyfidsata dtma-tattvam (Bhag. 5.5.5). When a person loses his Krsna con- 
sciousness and loses interest in self-realization, he must engage in sinful 
activities. All one’s activities in a life devoid of Krsna consciousness simply 
lead to defeat and misuse of one’s life. Naturally one who comes to Krsna 
consciousness regrets his previous sinful activities in the human form. Only 
by this process can one be delivered from the clutches of nescience or 
ignorance in materialistic life. 


TEXT 20 


gaeasy = qahdiisaraatac: | 
TIT WCANSAE WeaHSSay loll 


anuninye ‘tha sanakair 
viro ‘nunaya-kovidah 
pasparsa pada-yugalam 


aha cotsanga-lalitam 


anuninye—began to flatter; atha—thus; sanakath—gradually; virah—the 
hero; anunaya-kovidah—one who is very expert in flattery; pasparsa— 
touched; pada-yugalam—both the feet; aha—he said; ca—also; utsaiga—on 
his lap; lalitam—thus being embraced. 


TRANSLATION 


Because the King was very expert in flattery, he began to pacify his 
Queen very slowly. First he touched her two feet, then embraced her 
nicely, seating her on his lap, and began to speak as follows. 
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PURPORT 


One has to awaken his Krsna consciousness by first regretting his past 
deeds. Just as King Puranjana began to flatter his Queen, one should, by 
deliberate consideration, raise himself to the platform of Krsna conscious- 
ness. To attain such an end, one must touch the lotus feet of the spiritual 
master. Krsna consciousness cannot be achieved by self-endeavor. One must 
therefore approach a self-realized Krsna conscious person and touch his 
lotus feet. Prahlada Maharaja therefore said: 


naisam matis tavad urukramanghrim 
sprsaty anarthapagamo yad-arthah 

mahiyasam pada-rajo *bhisekam 
niskincananam na urnita yavat 


(Bhag. 7.5.32) 


One cannot come to the precincts of Krsna consciousness unless he 
touches the dust of the lotus feet of a person who has become a mahatma, 
a great devotee. This is the beginning of the surrendering process. Lord 
Krsna wants everyone to surrender unto Him, and this surrendering process 
begins when one touches the lotus feet of a bona fide spiritual master. By 
sincerely rendering service to a bona fide spiritual master, one begins his 
spiritual life in Krsna consciousness. Touching the lotus feet of a spiritual 
master means giving up one’s false prestige and unnecessarily puffed up 
position in the material world. Those who remain in the darkness of 
material existence due to their falsely prestigious positions—so-called 
scientists and philosophers—are actually atheists. They do not know the 
ultimate cause of everything. Although bewildered, they are not ready to 
surrender themselves to the lotus feet of a person who knows things in 
their proper perspective. In other words, one cannot arouse Krsna conscious- 
ness simply by his own mental speculation. One must surrender to a bona 
fide spiritual master. Only this process will help him. 


TEXT 21 
Wad TNF 
Tq ASAI Fat Milam: Ba | 
PUTA AAHA AQKS A FAI 12211 


puranjana uvaca 
ninam tv akrta-punyas te 
bhrtyda yesv isvarah subhe 
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krtagahsv atmasat krtva 
siksa-dandam na yuiijate 


puranjanah uvdca—Purafijana said; nunam—certainly; tu—then; akrta- 
punyah—those who are not pious; te—such; bhriyah—servants; yesu—unto 
whom; isvarah—the masters; subhe—O most auspicious one; krta-agahsu— 
having committed an offense; dtmasdt—accepting as their own; kriva— 
doing so; siksd—instructive; dandam—punishment; na yuijate—do not 
give. 


TRANSLATION 


King Purafijana said: My dear beautiful wife, when a master accepts a 
servant as his own man but does not punish him for his offenses, the 
servant must be considered unfortunate. 


PURPORT 


According to Vedic civilization, domestic animals and servants are 
treated exactly like one’s own children. Animals and children are some- 
times punished not out of vengeance but out of love. Similarly, a master 
sometimes punishes his servant, not out of vengeance but out of love, to 
correct him and bring him to the right point. Thus King Purafijana took 
his punishment dealt by his wife, the Queen, as mercy upon him. He 
considered himself the most obedient servant of the Queen. She was angry 
at him for his sinful activities—namely, hunting in the forest and leaving 
her at home. King Purafijana accepted the punishment as actual love and 
affection from his wife. In the same way, when a person is punished by 
the laws of nature, by the will of God, he should not be disturbed. A real 
devotee thinks in this way. When a devotee is put into an awkward 
position, he takes it as the mercy of the Supreme Lord. 


tat te nukampam su-samiksamdano 

bhufijana evatma-kritam vipakam 
hrd-vag-vapurbhir vidadhan namas te 

jiveta yo mukti-pade sa daya-bhak (Bhag. 10.14.8) 


This verse states that the devotee accepts a reversal of his position in 
life as a benediction by the Lord and consequently offers the Lord more 
obeisances and prayers, thinking that the punishment is due to his past 
misdeeds and that the Lord is punishing him very mildly. The punishment 
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awarded by the state or by God for one’s own faults is actually for one’s 
benefit. In the Manu-samhita it is said that the king should be considered 
merciful when he condemns a murderer to death because a murderer 
punished in this life becomes freed from his sinful activity and in the next 
life takes birth cleared of all sins. If one accepts punishment as a reward 
dealt by the master, he becomes intelligent enough not to commit the 
same mistake again. 


TEXT 22 


TSH AS Jey sTgnAea: | 
TS Taq aaa WEA IR 


paramo ‘nugraho dando 
bhrtyesu prabhunarpitah 

balo na veda tat tanvi 
bandhu-krtyam amarsanah 


paramah—supreme; anugrahah— mercy; dandah—punishment; bhrtyesu— 
upon the servants; prabhuna—by the master; arpitah—awarded; balah— 
foolish; na—does not; veda—know; tat—that; tanvi-O slender maiden; 
bandhu-krtyam—the duty of a friend; amarsanah—anery. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear slender maiden, when a master chastises his servant, the servant 
should accept this as great mercy. One who becomes angry must be very 
foolish not to know that such is the duty of his friend. 


PURPORT 


It is said that when a foolish man is instructed in something very nice, 
he generally cannot accept it. Indeed, he actually becomes angry. Such 
anger is compared to the poison of a serpent, for when a serpent is fed 
milk and bananas, its poison actually increases. Instead of becoming 
merciful or sober, the serpent increases its poisonous venom when fed 
nice foodstuffs. Similarly, when a fool is instructed, he does not rectify 
himself, but actually becomes angry. 


1238 Stimad-Bhagavatam [Canto 4, Ch. 26 


TEXT 23 
Ol We Balt FAITH 


MOSS a 
ATA TET HARA TATA 1231 


sa tvam mukham sudati subhrv anuraga-bhara- 
vrida-vilamba-vilasad-dhasitavalokam 
nilalakalibhir upaskrtam unnasam nah 
svanam pradarsaya manasvini valgu-vak yam 


sa—that (you, my wife); tuam—you; mukham—your face; su-dati— with 
beautiful teeth; su-bhru—with beautiful eyebrows; anuraga—attachment; 
bhara—loaded by; vrida—feminine shyness; vilamba—hanging down; 
vilasat—shining; hasita—smiling; avalokam—with glances; nila—bluish; 
alaka—with hair; alibhih—bee-like; upaskrtam—thus being beautiful; 
unnasam—with a raised nose; nah—to me; svandm—who am _ yours; 
pradarsaya—please show; manasvini-O most thoughtful lady; valgu- 
vak yam—with sweet words. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear wife, your teeth are very beautifully set, and your attractive 
features make you appear very thoughtful. Kindly give up your anger, be 
merciful upon me, and please smile upon me with loving attachment. 
When I see a smile on your beautiful face, and when I see your hair, which 
is as beautiful as the color blue, and see your raised nose and hear your 
sweet talk, you will become more beautiful to me and thus attract me and 
oblige me. You are my most respected mistress. 


PURPORT 


An effeminate husband, simply being attracted by the external beauty 
of his wife, tries to become her most obedient servant. Sripada Sankaracarya 
has therefore advised that we not become attracted by a lump of flesh and 
blood. The story is told that at one time a man, very much attracted to a 
beautiful woman, wooed the woman in such a way that she devised a plan 
to show him the ingredients of her beauty. The woman made a date to see 
him, and before seeing him she took a purgative, and that whole day and 
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night she simply passed stool, and she preserved that stool in a pot. The 
next night, when the man came to see her, she appeared very ugly and 
emaciated. When the man inquired from her about the woman with whom 
he had an engagement, she replied, “I am that very woman.” The man 
refused to believe her, not knowing that she had lost all her beauty due to 
the violent purgative that caused her to pass stool day and night. When the 
man began to argue with her, the woman said that she was not looking 
beautiful because she was separated from the ingredients of her beauty. 
When the man asked how she could be so separated, the woman said, 
‘Come on, and I will show you.” She then showed him the pot filled with 
liquid stool and vomit. Thus the man became aware that a beautiful woman 
is simply a lump of matter composed of blood, stool, urine and similar 
other disgusting ingredients. This is the actual fact, but in a state of illusion, 
man becomes attracted by illusory beauty and becomes a victim of maya. 

King Puranjana begged his Queen to return to her original beauty. He 
tried to revive her just as a living entity tries to revive his original conscious- 
ness, Krsna consciousness, which is very beautiful. All the beautiful features 
of the Queen could be compared to the beautiful features of Krsna con- 
sciousness. When one returns to his original Krsna consciousness, he actually 
becomes steady, and his life becomes successful. 


TEXT 24 
TIA TAME TT atte 
USAT TAGS | 
we a aeragied Aaten- 
maa & geanftaa aa U2¥II 


tasmin dadhe damam aham tava vira-patni 
yo ‘nyatra bhitsura-kulat krta-kilbisas tam 

pasye na vita-bhayam unmuditam tri-lokyam 
anyatra vai mura-ripor ttaratra dasat 


tasmin—unto him; dadhe—shall give; damam—punishment; aham—I; 
tava—to you; vira-patni—O wife of the hero; yah—one who; anyatra— 
besides; bhi-sura-kulat—from the group of demigods on this earth, (the 
brahmanas); krta—done; kilbisah—offense; tam—him; pasye—I see; na—not; 
vita—without; bhayam—fear; unmuditam—without anxiety; tri-lokyam— 
within the three worlds; anyatra—elsewhere; vai—certainly; mura-ripoh—of 
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the enemy of Mura (Krsna); itaratra—on the other hand; dasat—than the 
servant. 


TRANSLATION 


O hero’s wife, kindly tell me if someone has offended you. I am pre- 
pared to give such a person punishment as long as he does not belong to 
the brahmana caste. But for the servant of Muraripu [Krsna], I excuse no 
one within or beyond these three worlds. No one can freely move after 
offending you, for I am prepared to punish him. 


PURPORT 


According to Vedic civilization, a brahmana, or one who is properly 
qualified to understand the Absolute Truth—that is, one belonging to the 
most intelligent social order—as well as the devotee of Lord Krsna, who is 
known as Muradvisa, enemy of a demon named Mura, is not subject to the 
rules and regulations of the state. In other words, upon breaking the laws 
of the state, everyone can be punished by the government except the 
brahmanas and Vaisnavas. Brahmanas and Vaisnavas never transgress the 
laws of the state or the laws of nature because they know perfectly well 
the resultant reactions caused by such law-breaking. Even though they may 
sometimes appear to violate the laws, they are not to be punished by the 
king. This instruction was given to King Pracinabarhisat by Narada Muni. 
King Purafijana was a representative of King Pracinabarhisat, and Narada 
Muni was reminding King Pracinabarhisat of his forefather, Maharaja 
Prthu, who never chastised a brdhmana or a Vaisnava. 

One’s pure intelligence, or pure Krsna consciousness, becomes polluted 
by material activities. Pure consciousness can again be revived by the 
process of sacrifice, charity, pious activities, etc., but when one pollutes 
his Krsna consciousness by offending a brahmana or a Vaisnava, it is very 
difficult to revive. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has described the vaisnave- 
aparadha, or offense to a Vaisnava, as “‘the mad elephant offense.’” One 
should be very careful not to offend a Vaisnava or a brdhmana. Even the 
preat yogi Durvasa was harassed by the Sudargana cakra when he offended 
the Vaisnava Maharaja Ambarisa, who was neither a brdhmana nor a sannyast 
but an ordinary householder. Maharaja Ambarisa was a Vaisnava, and con- 
sequently Durvasaé Muni was chastised. 

The conclusion is that if Krsna consciousness is covered by material 
sins, one can eliminate the sins simply by chanting the Hare Krsna mantra, 
but if one pollutes his Krsna consciousness by offending a brahmana or a 
Vaisnava, one cannot revive it until one properly atones for the sin by 
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pleasing the offended Vaisnava or brahmana. This was the course that 
Durvasa Muni had to follow, for he surrendered unto Maharaja Ambarisa. 
A vaisnava-aparadha cannot be atoned for by any means other than by 
begging the pardon of the offended Vaisnava. 


TEXT 25 


aed a & fafa nfs fed 


qey AATAY Darrett Gara 
fra TITEAITTTT (24 


vaktram na te vitilakam malinam viharsam 
sarnrambha-bhimam avimrstam apeta-ragam 

pasye stanav api sucopahatau sujadtau 
bimbadharam vigata-kunkuma-panka-ragam 


vaktram—face;, na—never; te—your; vitilakam—without being decorated; 
malinam—unclean; viharsam—morose; samrambha—with anger; bhimam— 
dangerous; avimrstam—without luster; apeta-ragam—without affection; 
pasye—| have seen; stanau—your breasts; api—also; suca-upahatau—wet 
because of your tears; su-jatau—so nice; bimba-adharam—red lips; vigata— 
without; kunkuma-panka—saftron; raégam—color. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear wife, until this day I have never seen your face without tilaka 
decorations, nor have | seen you so morose and without luster or affection. 
Nor have I seen your two nice breasts wet with tears from your eyes. Nor 
have I ever before seen your lips, which are ordinarily as red as the bimba 
fruit, without their reddish hue. 


PURPORT 


Every woman looks very beautiful when decorated with tilaka and 
vermillion. A woman generally becomes very attractive when her lips are 
colored with reddish saffron or vermillion. But when one’s consciousness 
and intelligence are without any brilliant thoughts about Krsna, they 
become morose and lusterless, so much so that one cannot derive any 
benefit despite sharp intelligence. 
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TEXT 26 


aay TH AE! HalaterwA 
wat TIA TWAT STAATATS | 
Bl Tal TW TaAAMaay- 
Freer ieaadt a AstT HA 1241 


tan me prasida suhrdah krta-kilbisas ya 
svairam gatasya mrgayam vyasandturasya 

ka devaratn vasa-gatarmn kusumastra-vega- 
visrasta-paumsnam usSati na bhajeta krtye 


tat—therefore; me—unto me; prasida—be kind; su-hrdah—intimate friend; 
krta-kilbisasya—having committed sinful activities; svairam—independently ; 
gatas ya—who went; mrgayam—hunting; vyasana-aturas ya— being influenced 
by sinful desire; ka—what woman; devaram—the husband; vasa-gatam— 
under her control; kusumdstra-vega—pierced by the arrow of Cupid; 
visrasta—scattered; paumsnam—his patience; uSsati—very beautiful; na— 
never; bhajeta—would embrace; krtye—in proper duty. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear Queen, due to my sinful desires I went to the forest to hunt 
without asking you. Therefore I must admit that I have offended you. 
Nonetheless, thinking of me as your most intimate subordinate, you should 
still be very much pleased with me. Factually I am very much bereaved, 
but being pierced by the arrow of Cupid, I am feeling lusty. But where is 
the beautiful woman who would give up her lusty husband and refuse to 
unite with him? 

PURPORT 


Both man and woman desire one another; that is the basic principle of 
material existence. Women in general always keep themselves beautiful 
so that they can be attractive to their lusty husbands. When a lusty husband 
comes before his wife, the wife takes advantage of his aggressive activities 
and enjoys life. Generally when a woman is attacked by a man—whether 
her husband or some other man—she enjoys the attack, being too lusty. 
In other words, when one’s intelligence is properly utilized, both the 
intellect and the intelligent person enjoy one another with great satis- 
faction. As stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam: yan maithunadi grhamedhi- 
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sukham hi tuccham kandiyanena karayor iva duhkha-duhkham (Bhag. 
7.9.45). The actual happiness of the karmis is sex life. They work very 
hard outside the home, and to satiate their hard labor, they come home to 
enjoy sex life. King Purafijana went to the forest to hunt, and after his 
hard labor he returned home to enjoy sex life. If a man lives outside the 
home and spends a week in a city or somewhere else, at the end of the 
week he becomes very anxious to return home and enjoy sex with his 
wife. This is confirmed in Srimad-Bhdgavatam: yan maithunddi grhamedhi- 
sukham hi tuccham. Karmis work very hard simply to enjoy sex. Modern 
human society has improved the materialistic way of life simply by 
inducing unrestricted sex life in many different ways. This is most 
prominently visible in the Western world. 


Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Fourth Canto, Twenty-sixth 
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “King Puraiijana Goes to the 
Forest to Hunt, and His Queen Becomes Angry.”’ 


CHAPTER TWENTY-~SEVEN 


Attack by Candavega 
on the City of King Purarijana: 
the Character of Kalakanya 


TEXT 1 
ANT SAT 


mi get area aw: | 
KA Ae TA Tat WAZ IIe Il 


narada uvaca 
ittham purarijanam sadhryag 
vasamaniya vibhramaih 
puranjani maha-raja 
reme ramayati patim 


naradah uvaca— Narada said; ittham—thus; purafjanam— King Puranyjana; 
sadhryak—completely ; vasamaniya— bringing under her control; vibhramaih 
—by her charms; purafyani—the wife of King Purafiyana; maha-raja—O King; 
reme—enjoyed; ramayafi— giving all satisfaction; patum—to her husband. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Narada continued: My dear King, after bewildering her 
husband in different ways and bringing him under her control, the wife of 
King Puranjana gave him all satisfaction and enjoyed sex life with him. 


PURPORT 


After hunting in the forest, King Purafijana returned home, and after 
refreshing himself by taking a bath and eating nice food, he searched for 
his wife. When he saw her lying down on the ground without a bed, as if 
neglected, and devoid of any proper dress, he became very much aggrieved. 


1245 
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He then became attracted to her and began to enjoy her company. A living 
entity is similarly engaged in the material world in sinful activities. These 
sinful activities may be compared to King Puranjana’s hunting in the forest. 

A sinful life can be counteracted by various processes of religion such as 
yajria, vrata and dana—that is, the performance of sacrifices, the taking of 
a vow for some religious ritual, and the giving of charity. In this way one 
may become free from the reactions of sinful life and at the same time 
awaken his original Krsna consciousness. By coming home, taking his bath, 
eating nice foodstuffs, getting refreshed and searching out his wife, King 
Puranjana came to his good consciousness in his family life. In other words, 
a systematic family life as enjoined in the Vedas is better than an irre- 
sponsible sinful life. If a husband and wife combine together in Krsna 
consciousness and live together peacefully, that is very nice. However, if a 
husband becomes too much attracted by his wife and forgets his duty in 
life, the implications of materialistic life will again resume. Srila Rapa 
Gosvami has therefore recommended anasaktasya visayan (Bh.r.s. 1.2.255). 
Without being attached by sex, the husband and wife may live together for 
the advancement of spiritual life. The husband should engage in devotional 
service, and the wife should be faithful and religious according to the 
Vedic injunctions. Such a combination is very good. However, if the 
husband becomes too much attracted to the wife due to sex, the position 
becomes very dangerous. Women in general are very much sexually inclined. 
Indeed, it is said that a woman’s sex desire is nine times stronger than a man’s. 
It is therefore a man’s duty to keep a woman under his control by satisfying 
her, giving her ornaments, nice food and clothes, and engaging her in re- 
ligious activities. Of course a woman should have a few children and in this 
way not be disturbing to the man. Unfortunately, if the man becomes 
attracted to the woman simply for sex enjoyment, then family life becomes 
abominable. 

The great politician Canakya Pandita has said: bharya riipavati satruh—a 
beautiful wife is an enemy. Of course every woman in the eyes of her 
husband is very beautiful. Others may see her as not very beautiful, but the 
husband, being very much attracted to her, sees her always as very beautiful. 
If the husband sees the wife as very beautiful, it is to be assumed that he is 
too much attracted to her. This attraction is the attraction of sex. The 
whole world is captivated by the two modes of material nature rajo-guna 
and tamo-guna, passion and ignorance. Generally women are very much 
passionate and are less intelligent; therefore somehow or other a man should 
not be under the control of their passion and ignorance. However, by 
performing bhakti-yoga, or devotional service, a man can be raised to the 
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platform of goodness. If a husband situated in the mode of goodness can 
control his wife, who is in passion and ignorance, the woman is benefited. 
Forgetting her natural inclination for passion and ignorance, the woman 
becomes obedient and faithful to her husband, who is situated in goodness. 
Such a life becomes very welcome. The intelligence of the man and 
woman may then work very nicely together, and they can make a progres- 
sive march towards spiritual realization. Otherwise, the husband, coming 
under the control of the wife, sacrifices his quality of goodness and 
becomes subservient to the qualities of passion and ignorance. In this way 
the whole situation becomes polluted. 

The conclusion is that a household life is better than a sinful life devoid 
of responsibility, but if in the household life the husband becomes subor- 
dinate to the wife, involvement in materialistic life again becomes promi- 
nent. In this way a man’s material bondage becomes enhanced. Because of 
this, according to the Vedic system, after a certain age a man is recom- 
mended to abandon his family life for the stages of vanaprastha and 
sannyasa. 


TEXT 2 
A UA AEA MAY TAA VATA | 
BTARITA THAT AAS TTA Ut 8 


sa raja mahisim rajan 
susnatam rucirananam 

krta-svasty-ayanam trptam 
abhyanandad upagatam 


sah—he; raja— the King; mahistm—the Queen; rajan—O King; su-snatam— 
nicely bathed; rucira-ananam—attractive face; krta-svasti-ayanam—dressed 
with auspicious garments and ornaments; trptam—satistied; abh yanandat— 
he welcomed; upagatam—approached. 


TRANSLATION 


The Queen took her bath and dressed herself nicely with all auspicious 
garments and ornaments. After taking food and becoming completely 
satisfied, she returned to the King. Upon seeing her beautifully decorated 
attractive face, the King welcomed her with all devotion. 
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PURPORT 


A woman is generally accustomed to dress herself nicely with fine 
garments and decorative ornaments. She may even sometimes wear flowers 
in her hair. Women especially dress themselves up in the evening because 
the husband comes home in the evening after working hard all day. It is 
the duty of the wife to dress herself up very nicely so that when her 
husband returns home he becomes attracted by her dress and cleanliness 
and thus becomes satisfied. In other words, the wife is the inspiration of 
all good intelligence. Upon seeing one’s wife dressed nicely, one can think 
very soberly about family business. When a person is too anxious about 
family affairs, he cannot discharge his family duties nicely. A wife is 
therefore supposed to be an inspiration and should keep the husband’s 
intelligence in good order so that they can combinedly prosecute the 
affairs of family life without impediment. 


TEXT 3 


TINTS: Ghee 
WISTAATIFCAIA: | 

qa Wet FI Wes 
feat frafa snarafore: i 2 1 


tayopagidhah parirabdha-kandharo 
raho *numantrair apakrsta-cetanah 

na kala-ramho bubudhe duratyayam 
diva niseti pramada-parigrahah 


taya—by the Queen; upagiidhah—was embraced; parirabdha—embraced; 
kandharah—shoulders; rahah—in a solitary place; anumantraih—by joking 
words; apakrsta-cetanah—having degraded consciousness; na—not; kala- 
ramhah—the passing of time; bubudhe—was aware of; duratyayam— 
impossible to overcome; diva—day; nisa—night; iti—thus; pramada—by the 
woman; parigrahah—captivated. 


TRANSLATION 


Queen Puranjani embraced the King, and the King also responded by 
embracing her shoulders. In this way, in a solitary place, they enjoyed 
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joking words. Thus King Puranjana became very much captivated by his 
beautiful wife and deviated from his good sense. He forgot that the passing 
of days and nights meant that his span of life was being reduced without 
profit. 


PURPORT 


The word pramada in this verse is very significant. A beautiful wife is 
certainly enlivening to her husband but at the same time is the cause of 
degradation. The word pramada means enlivening as well as maddening. 
Generally a householder does not take the passing of days and nights very 
seriously. A person in ignorance takes it as the usual course that days 
come, and, after the days, the nights come. This is the law of material 
nature. But a man in ignorance does not know that when the sun rises 
early in the morning it begins to take away the balance of his life. Thus 
day after day the span of one’s life is reduced, and, forgetting the duty 
of human life, the foolish man simply remains in the company of his wife 
and enjoys her in a secluded place. Such a condition is called apakrsta- 
cetana, or degraded consciousness. Human consciousness should be used 
for elevation to Krsna consciousness. But when a person is too much 
attracted to his wife and family affairs, he does not take Krsna conscious- 
ness very seriously. He thus becomes degraded, not knowing that he cannot 
buy back even a second of his life in return for millions of dollars. The 
ereatest loss in life is passing time without understanding Krsna. Every 
moment of our lives should be utilized properly, and the proper use of 
life is to increase devotional service to the Lord. Without devotional 
service to the Lord, the activities of life become simply a waste of time. 
Srama eva hi kevalam. Simply by becoming “dutiful” we do not make 
any profit in life. As confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam: 


dharmah svanusthitah pumsam 
visvaksena-kathasu yah 
notpadayed yadi ratim 
Srama eva hi kevalam 


“Duties [dharma]executed by men, regardless of occupation, are only 
so much useless labor if they do not provoke attraction for the message 
of the Supreme Lord.” (Bhag. 1.2.8) 

If after performing one’s occupational duty very perfectly, one does 
not make progress in Krsna consciousness, it should be understood that he 
has simply wasted his time in valueless labor. 
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TEXT 4 


TTI |= TARAS RETA 
meredey «| AfetheTtafe: 

aaa att wad wt aa- 
MASHTR 4 FAs TT AT Uv Uh 


Sayana unnaddha-mado maha-mana 
maharha-talpe mahisi-bhujopadhih 

tam eva viro manute param yatas 
tamo-’bhibhitto na nijam param ca yat 


Sayanah—lying down; unnaddha-madah—increasingly illusioned; maha- 
manah—advanced in consciousness; maha-arha-talpe—on a valuable bed- 
stead; mahisi—of the Queen; bhu ja—arms; upadhih—pillow; tam—her; eva— 
certainly; virah—the hero; manute—he considered; param—the goal of life; 
yatah—from which; tamah—by ignorance; abhibhiitah— overwhelmed; na— 
not; nijam—his actual self; param—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; 
ca—and; yat—what. 


TRANSLATION 


In this way, increasingly overwhelmed by illusion, King Puranjana, 
although advanced in consciousness, remained always lying down with his 
head on the pillow of his wife’s arms. In this way he considered woman to 
be his ultimate life and soul. Becoming thus overwhelmed by the mode of 
ignorance, he could not understand the meaning of self-realization, of his 
self, or of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


PURPORT 


Human life is meant for self-realization. First of all one has to realize his 
own self, which is described in this verse as nijam. Then he has to understand 
or realize the Supersoul or Paramatma, the Supreme Personality of God- 
head. However, when one becomes too much materially attached, he takes 
a woman to be everything. This is the basic principle of material attach- 
ment. In such a condition, one cannot realize his own self or the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is therefore said: mahat- 
sevam dvaram ahur vimuktes tamo-dvaram yositam sargi-sarigam (Bhag. 
9.9.2). If one associates with mahatmas, or devotees, his path of liberation 
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is opened. But if one becomes too much attached to women or to persons 
who are also attached to women—that is, attached to women directly or 
indirectly—he opens the tamo-dvdram, the door to the darkest region of 
hellish life. 

King Puranjana was a great soul, highly intellectual and possessed of 
advanced consciousness, but due to his being too much addicted to women, 
his whole consciousness was covered. In the modern age the consciousness 
of people is too much covered by wine, women and flesh. Consequently 
people are completely unable to make any progress in self-realization. The 
first step of self-realization is to know oneself as spirit soul apart from the 
body. In the second stage of self-realization one comes to know that every 
soul, every individual living entity, is part and parcel of the Supreme Soul, 
Paramatma, or the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gita: 

mamaivamso jiva-loke 
jiva-bhittah sanatanah 

manah sasthanindriyani 
prakrti-sthani karsati 


“The living entities in this conditioned world are My eternal, fragmental 
parts. Due to conditioned life, they are struggling very hard with the six 
senses, which include the mind.” (Bg. 15.7) 

All living entities are part and parcel of the Supreme Lord. Unfortunately 
in this present civilization both men and women are allowed to be attracted 
to one another from the very beginning of life, and because of this they are 
completely unable to come to the platform of self-realization. They do not 
know that without self-realization they suffer the greatest lossin the human 
form of life. Thinking of a woman always within one’s heart is tantamount 
to lying down with a woman on a valuable bedstead. The heart is the bed- 
stead, and it is the most valuable bedstead. When a man thinks of women 
and money, he lies down and rests on the arms of his beloved woman or 
wife. In this way he overindulges in sex life and thus becomes unfit for 
self-realization. 


TEXT 5 


aad THAT BAH S AT: | 
quratiy Wsatex Seared Ad TI 14 Mt 


tayaivam ramamanasya 
kama-kasmala-cetasah 
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ksanardham iva rajendra 
vyatikrantam navam vayah 


taya—with her; evuam—in this way; ramamanasya—enjoying; kama—full 
of lust; kasmala—sinful; cetasah—his heart; ksana-ardham—in half a 
moment; wa-—like; raja-indra—O King; vyatikrantam—expired; navam— 
new; vayah—life. 
TRANSLATION 


My dear King Pracinabarhisat, in this way King Purafijana, with his 
heart full of lust and sinful reactions, began to enjoy sex with his wife, and 
in this way his new life and youth expired in half a moment. 


PURPORT 
Srila Govinda dasa Thakura has sung: 


e-dhana, yauvana, putra, parijana, 
ithe ki ache paratiti re 

kamala-dala-jala, jivana talamala, 
bhaja hunt hari-pada niti re 


In this verse Srila Govinda dasa actually says that there is no bliss in the 
enjoyment of youthful life. In youth a person becomes very lusty to enjoy 
all kinds of sense objects. The sense objects are form, taste, smell, touch 
and sound. The modern scientific method, or advancement of scientific 
civilization, encourages the enjoyment of these five senses. The younger 
generation is very pleased to see a beautiful form, to hear radio messages of 
material news and sense gratificatory songs, to smell nice scents, nice flowers, 
and to touch the soft body or breasts of a young woman and gradually 
touch the sex organs. All of this is also very pleasing to the animals; there- 
fore in human society there are restrictions in the enjoyment of the five 
sense objects. If one does not follow, he becomes exactly like an animal. 

Thus in this verse it is specifically stated, kama-kasmala-cetasah: the 
consciousness of King Puranjana was polluted by lusty desires and sinful 
activities. In the previous verse it is stated that Purarijana, although ad- 
vanced in consciousness, lay down on a very soft bed with his wife. This 
indicates that he indulged too much in sex. The words navam vayah are 
also significant in this verse. They indicate the period of youth from age 
sixteen to thirty. These thirteen or fifteen years of life are years in which 
one can very strongly enjoy the senses. When one comes to this age he 
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thinks that life will go on and that he will simply continue enjoying his 
senses, but “time and tide wait for no man.” The span of youth expires 
very quickly. One who wastes his life simply by committing sinful activities 
in youth immediately becomes disappointed and disillusioned when the 
brief period of youth is over. The material enjoyments of youth are 
especially pleasing to a person who has no spiritual training. If one is 
trained only according to the bodily conception of life, he simply leads a 
disappointed life because bodily sense enjoyment finishes within forty 
years or so. After forty years, one simply leads a disillusioned life because 
he has no spiritual knowledge. For such a person, the expiration of youth 
occurs in half a moment. Thus King Puranjana’s pleasure, which he took in 
lying down with his wife, expired very quickly. 

Kama-kasmala-cetasah also indicates that unrestricted sense enjoyment is 
not allowed in the human form of life by the laws of nature. If one enjoys 
his senses unrestrictedly, he leads a sinful life. The animals do not violate 
the laws of nature. For example, the sex impulse in animals is very strong 
during certain months of the year. The lion is very powerful. He is a flesh- 
eater and is very strong, but he enjoys sex only once in a year. Similarly, 
according to religious injunctions a man is restricted to enjoy sex only 
once in a month, after the menstrual period of the wife, and if the wife is 
pregnant, he is not allowed sex life at all. That is the law for human beings. 
A man is allowed to keep more than one wife because he cannot enjoy sex 
when the wife is pregnant. If he wants to enjoy sex at such a time, he may 
go to another wife who is not pregnant. These are laws mentioned in the 
Manu-samhita and other scriptures. 

These laws and scriptures are meant for human beings. As such, if one 
violates these laws, he becomes sinful. The conclusion is that unrestricted 
sense enjoyment means sinful activities. Illicit sex is sex that violates the 
laws given in the scriptures. When one violates the laws of the scriptures, 
or the Vedas, he commits sinful activities. One who is engaged in sinful 
activities cannot change his consciousness. Our real function is to change 
our consciousness from kasmala, sinful consciousness, to Krsna, the supreme 
pure, as confirmed in Bhagavad-gita: param brahma param dhama pavitram 
paramam bhavan: “You are the Supreme Brahman, the ultimate, the su- 
preme abode and purifier.” (Bg. 10.12) 

Krsna is the supreme pure, and if we change our consciousness from 
material enjoyment to Krsna, we become purified. This is the process 
recommended by Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu as the process of ceto- 
darpana-marjanam, cleansing the mirror of the heart. 
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TEXT 6 


TAMATITMNY TAA FHA | 
TAIRA evergaseeTeTTg I & A 


tasyam ajanayat putran 
puranjanyam puranjanah 
Satany ekadasa virad 
ayuso rdham athatyagat 


tasyam—within her; ajanayat—he begot; putran—sons; purafijjanyam—in 
Puranjani; purafijanah— King Puranjana; satani— hundreds; ekadaSa— eleven; 
virat—O King; ayusah—of life; ardham—half; atha—in this way; at yagat—he 
passed. 
TRANSLATION 


The great sage Narada then addressed King Pracinabarhisat: O one whose 
life span is great [virat], in this way King Puranjana begot 1,100 sons 
within the womb of his wife Puranjani. However, in this business he passed 
away half of his life span. 


PURPORT 


In this verse there are several significant words, the first of which is 
ekadasa Satani. Purafijana had begotten 1,100 sons within the womb of his 
wife, and thus passed away half of his life. Actually every man follows a 
similar process. If one lives for one hundred years at the utmost, in his 
family life he simply begets children up to the age of fifty. Unfortunately 
at the present moment people do not live even a hundred years; nonethe- 
less they beget children up to the age of sixty. Another point is that 
formerly people used to beget one hundred to two hundred sons and 
daughters. As will be evident from the next verse, King Purafijana not only 
begot 1,100 sons but also 110 daughters. At the present moment no one 
can produce such huge quantities of children. Instead, mankind is very 
busy checking the increase of population by contraceptive methods. 

We do not find in Vedic literatures that they ever used contraceptive 
methods, although they were begetting hundreds of children. Checking 
population by a contraceptive method is another sinful activity, but in this 
age of Kali people have become so sinful that they do not care for the 
resultant reactions of their sinful lives. King Puranjana lay down with his 
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wife Puranjani and begot a large number of children, and there is no 
mention in these verses that he used contraceptive methods. According to 
the Vedic scriptures the contraceptive method should be restraint in sex 
life. It is not that one should indulge in unrestricted sex life and avoid 
children by using some method to check pregnancy. If a man is in good 
consciousness, he consults with his religious wife, and as a result of this 
consultation, with intelligence, one advances in his ability to estimate the 
value of life. In other words, if one is fortunate enough to have a good 
conscientious wife, he can decide by mutual consultation that human life 
is meant for advancing in Krsna consciousness and not for begetting a large 
number of children. Children are called parinama, or by-products, and 
when one consults his good intelligence he can see that his by-products 
should be the expansion of his Krsna consciousness. 


TEXT 7 


ghacaramd  — fanraaaentt: | 
sftcterteroiar: TST WANT | 9 


duhitrr dasottara-satam 
pitr-matr-yasaskarth 

silaudarya-gunopetah 
pauranjanyah praja-pate 


duhitrh—daughters; dasa-uttara—ten more than; satam—one hundred; 
pitr—like the father; matr—and mother; yasaskarih—glorified; sila—good 
behavior; audarya—magnanimity; guna— good qualities; upetah— possessed 
of; pauranjanyah— daughters of Purafijana; praja-pate—O Prajapati. 


TRANSLATION 


O Prajapati, King Pracinabarhisat, in this way King Puranjana also begot 
110 daughters. All of these were equally glorified like the father and 
mother. Their behavior was gentle, and they possessed magnanimity and 
other good qualities. 


PURPORT 


Children begotten under the rules and regulations of the scriptures 
generally become as good as the father and mother, but children born 
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illegitimately mainly become varna-sankara. The varna-sankara population 
is irresponsible to the family, community and even to themselves. Formerly 
the varna-sankara population was checked by the observation of the 
reformatory method called garbhadhana-samskara, a child-begetting re- 
higious ceremony. In this verse we find that although King Puranjana had 
begotten so many children, they were not varna-sarikara. All of them were 
good, well-behaved children, and they had good qualities like their father 
and mother. 

Even though we may produce many good children, our desire for sex 
that is beyond the prescribed method is to be considered sinful. Too much 
enjoyment of any of the senses (not only sex) results in sinful activities. 
Therefore one has to become a svami or a gosvami at the end of his life. 
One may beget children up to the age of fifty, but after fifty, 
one must stop begetting children and should accept the vanaprastha order. 
In this way he must leave home and then become a sannyasi. A sannyast’s 
title is svami or gosvami, which means that he completely refrains from 
sense enjoyment. One should not accept the sannyasa order whimsically; 
he must be fully confident that he can restrain his desires for sense gratifi- 
cation. King Puranjana’s family life was, of course, very happy. As men- 
tioned in these verses, he begot 1,100 sons and 110 daughters. Everyone 
desires to have more sons than daughters, and since the number of 
daughters was less than the number of sons, it appears that King Puranjana’s 
family life was very comfortable and pleasing. 


TEXT 8 


a qareda: gary fradafareare | 
am: datrara gftg: Teale: U1 ¢ It 


sa pancala-patih putran 
pitr-vamSsa-vivardhanan 

daraih samyojayam asa 
duhitrh sadrsair varaih 


sah—he; pancala-patih—King of Pancala; putrin—sons; pitr-vamsa— 
paternal family; vivardhanan— increasing; daraih—with wives; samyojayam 
asa—married; duhitrh—daughters; sadrsaith—qualified; varaih—with 


husbands. 
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TRANSLATION 


After this, King Puranjana, King of the Pancala country, in order to 
increase the descendants of his paternal family, married his sons with 
qualified wives and married his daughters with qualified husbands. 


PURPORT 


According to the Vedic system, everyone should marry.One has to 
accept a wife because a wife will produce children, and the children in 
their turn will offer foodstuffs and funeral ceremonies so that the fore- 
fathers, wherever they may live, will be made happy. The offering of 
oblations in the name of Lord Visnu is called pindodaka, and it is necessary 
that the descendants of a family offer pinda to the forefathers. 

Not only was Purafyjana, the King of Paricala, satisfied in his own sex 
life, but he arranged for the sex life of his 1,100 sons and 110 daughters. 
In this way one can elevate an aristocratic family to the platform of a 
dynasty. It is significant in this verse that Puranjana got both sons and 
daughters married. It is the duty of a father and mother to arrange for the 
marriage of their sons and daughters. That is the obligation in Vedic 
society. Sons and daughters should not be allowed freedom to intermingle 
with the opposite sex unless they are married. This Vedic social organi- 
zation is very good in that it stops the promulgation of illicit sex life, or 
varna-sarikara, which appears under different names in this present day. 
Unfortunately in this age although the father and mother are anxious to 
get their children married, the children refuse to get married by the 
arrangement of the parents. Consequently the number of varna-sarikara 
has increased throughout the world under different names. 


TEXT 9 


GUT ANT TA THB Td TIT | 
aq Ghat I TANS AAA 118 II 


putranam cabhavan putra 
ekaikasya satam Satam 

yair val pauranjano vamsah 
pavicalesu samedhitah 
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putranam—of the sons; ca—also; abhavan—were produced; putrah—sons; 
eka-ekasya—of each one; satam—hundred; satam—hundred; yaih— by whom; 
vai—certainly; pauranjanah—of King Puranjana; vamsah—family; pancalesu 
—in the land of Panicala; samedhitah— greatly increased. 


TRANSLATION 


Of these many sons, each produced hundreds and hundreds of grandsons. 
In this way the whole city of Paricdla became overcrowded by these sons 
and grandsons of King Puranijana. 


PURPORT 


We must remember that Puranjana is the living entity, and the city 
Pancala is the body. The body is the field of activity for the living entity, 
as stated in Bhagavad-gita: ksetra-ksetrajna (Bg. 13.27). There are two 
constituents: one is the living entity (ksetra-jna), and the other is thebody 
of the living entity (ksetra). Any living entity can know that he is covered 
by the body if he only contemplates the body a little bit. Just with a little 
contemplation he can come to understand that the body is his possession. 
One can understand this by practical experience and by the authority of 
the sastras. In Bhagavad-giia it is said: dehino ‘smin yatha dehe (Bg. 2.13). 
The proprietor of the body, the soul, is within the body. The body is taken 
as the paricala-desa, or the field of activities wherein the living entity can 
enjoy the senses in their relationship to the five sense objects—namely, 
gandha, rasa, ripa, sparsa and sabda—that is, sense objects made out of 
earth, water, fire, air and sky. Within this material world covered by the 
material body of subtle and gross matter, every living entity creates actions 
and reactions, which are herein known allegorically as sons and grandsons. 
There are two kinds of actions and reactions—namely, pious and impious. 
In this way our material existence becomes coated by different actions and 
reactions. In this regard, Srila Narottama dasa Thakura states: 


karma-kanda, jnana-kanda, kevala visera bhanda, 
amrta baliya yeba khaya 

nana yoni sada phire, kadarya bhaksana kare, 
tara janma adhah-pate yaya 


‘Fruitive activities and mental speculation are simply cups of poison. 
Whoever drinks of them, thinking them to be nectar, must struggle very 
hard life after life, in different types of bodies. Such a person eats all kinds 
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of nonsense and becomes condemned by his activities of so-called sense 
enjoyment.” 

Thus the field of action and reactions, by which one’s descendants are 
increased, begins with sex life. Purafijana increased his whole family by 
begetting sons who in their turn begot grandsons. Thus the living entity, 
being inclined toward sexual gratification, becomes involved in many 
hundreds and thousands of actions and reactions. In this way he remains 
within the material world simply for the purpose of sense gratification and 
transmigrates from one body to another. His process of reproducing so 
many sons and grandsons results in so-called societies, nations, communities 
and so on. All these communities, societies, dynasties and nations simply 
expand from sex life. As stated by Prahlada Maharaja: yan maithunadi 
grhamedhi-sukham hi tuccham (Bhag. 7.9.45). A grhamedhi is one who 
wants to remain within this material existence. This means that he wants 
to remain within this body or society and enjoy friendship, love and 
community. His only enjoyment is in increasing the number of sex 
enjoyers. He enjoys sex and produces children, who in their turn marry 
and produce grandchildren. The grandchildren also marry and in their 
turn produce great-grandchildren. In this way the entire earth becomes 
overpopulated, and then suddenly there are reactions provoked by material 
nature in the form of war, famine, pestilence and earthquakes, etc. Thus 
the entire population is again extinguished simply to be recreated. This 
process is explained in Bhagavad-gita: 


bhiita-gramah sa evayam 
bhitva bhitva praliyate 

ratry-agame vasah partha 
prabhavaty ahar-agame 


‘Again and again the day comes, and this host of beings is active, and again 
the night falls, O Partha, and they are helplessly dissolved.” (Bg. 8.19) 

Due to a lack of Krsna consciousness, all this creation and annihilation 
is going on under the name of human civilization. This cycle continues due 
to man’s lack of knowledge of the soul and the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. 


TEXT 10 


TT afemerey- Tewtaracitfag | 
feta oaacda = faqterqesaa 12 oll 


1260 Srimad-Bhagavatam [Canto 4, Ch. 27 


tesu tad-riktha-haresu 
grha-k osanujivisu 

niridhena mamatvena 
visayesv anvabadhyata 


tesu—to them; tat-riktha-haresu—the plunderers of his money; grha— 
home; koSa—treasury ; anujivisu—to the followers; nirtidhena— deep-rooted; 
mamatvena—by attachment; visayesu—to sense objects; anvabadhyata— 
became bound. 


TRANSLATION 


These sons and grandsons were virtually plunderers of King Puranjana’s 
riches, including his home, treasury, servants, secretaries and all other 
paraphernalia. Puranjana’s attachment for these things was very deep- 
rooted. 


PURPORT 


In this verse the word riktha-haresu, meaning plunderers of wealth, is 
very significant. One’s sons, grandsons and other descendants are ultimately 
plunderers of one’s accumulated wealth. There are many celebrated 
businessmen and industrialists who produce great wealth and are highly 
praised by the public, but all their money is ultimately plundered by 
their sons and grandsons. In India we have actually seen one industrialist, 
who, like King Purafijana, was very much sexually inclined and had a 
half dozen wives. Each of these wives had a separate establishment that 
necessitated the expenditure of several thousands of rupees. When I was 
engaged in talking with him, I saw that he was very busy trying to secure 
money so that all his sons and daughters would get at least 500,000 rupees 
each. Thus such industrialists, businessmen or karmis are called midhas 
in the sastras. They work very hard, accumulate money, and are satisfied 
to see that this money is plundered by their sons and grandsons. Such 
people do not want to return their wealth to its actual owner. As stated 
in Bhagavad-gita: 

bhoktaram yajiia-tapasam 
sarva-loka-mahesvaram 

suhrdam sarva-bhiitanam 
jnatva mam Ssantim rcchati 


“The sages, knowing Me as the ultimate purpose of all sacrifices and 
austerities, the Supreme Lord of all planets and demigods and the bene- 
factor and well-wisher of all living entities, attain peace from the pangs of 
material miseries.” (Bg. 5.29) 
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The real proprietor of all wealth is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
He is the actual enjoyer. So-called earners of money are those who simply 
know tricks by which they can take away God’s money under the guise 
of business and industry. After accumulating this money, they enjoy 
seeing it plundered by their sons and grandsons. This is the materialistic 
way of life. In materialistic life one is encaged within the body and deluded 
by false egoism. Thus one thinks, “I am this body. I am a human being. 
I am an American. I am an Indian.” This bodily conception is due to false 
ego. Being deluded by false ego, one identifies himself with a certain 
family, nation or community. In this way one’s attachment for the material 
world grows deeper and deeper. Thus it becomes very difficult for the 
living entity to extricate himself from his entanglement. Such people are 
graphically described in the Sixteenth Chapter of Bhagavad-gita in this way: 


idam adya maya labdham 
imam prapsye manoratham 

idam astidam api me 
bhavisyati punar dhanam 


asau maya hatah satrur 
hanisye caparan api 

isvaro ‘ham aham bhogi 
siddho “ham balavan sukhi 


adhyo ’bhijanavan asmi 
ko ‘nyo ’sti sadrso maya 
yaksye dasyami modisya 
ity ajriana-vimohitah 


‘The demoniac person thinks: ‘So much wealth do I have today, and I 
will gain more according to my schemes. So much is mine now, and it 
will increase in the future, more and more. He is my enemy, and I have 
killed him; and my other enemy will also be killed. I am the lord of every- 
thing, I am the enjoyer, I am perfect, powerful and happy. I am the 
richest man, surrounded by aristocratic relatives. There is none so powerful 
and happy as I am. I shall perform sacrifices, I shall give some charity, 
and thus I shall rejoice.’ In this way, such persons are deluded by 
ignorance.” (Bg. 16.13-15) 

In this way people engage in various laborious activities, and their 
attachment for body, home, family, nation and community becomes more 
and more deep-rooted. 


1262 Srimad-Bhagavatam [Canto 4, Ch. 27 


TEXT 11 


ta wafratdifra: caer: | 
RIL TATA ATS TH AAT 21 


ye ca kratubhir ghorair 
diksitah pasu-marakath 

devan pitrn bhitta-patin 
nana-kamo yatha bhavan 


ije—he worshiped; ca—also; kratubhih—by sacrifices; ghoraih—ghastly, 
diksitah—inspired; pasu-marakaih—wherein poor animals are killed; devan— 
the demigods; pitfn—forefathers; bhiita-patin—great leaders of the human 
society ; nana—various; kamah—having desires; yatha—like; bhavan—you. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Narada continued: My dear King Pracinabarhisat, like 
you King Puranjana also became implicated in so many desires. Thus he 
worshiped demigods, forefathers and social leaders with various sacrifices, 
which were all very ghastly because they were inspired by the desire to 
kill animals. 


PURPORT 


In this verse the great sage Narada discloses that the character of 
Puranjana was being described to give lessons to King Pracinabarhisat. 
Actually the entire description was figuratively describing the activities of 
King Pracinabarhisat. In this verse Narada frankly says “‘like you” 
(yatha bhavan), which indicates that King Purafijana is none other 
than King Pracinabarhisat himself. Being a great Vaisnava, Narada 
Muni wanted to stop animal killing in sacrifices. He knew that if 
he tried to stop the King from performing sacrifices, the King would not 
hear him. Therefore he is describing the life of Purafijana. But in this 
verse he first discloses the intention, although not fully, by saying “‘like 
you.” Generally the karmis, who are attached to increasing descendants, 
have to perform so many sacrifices and worship so many demigods for 
future generations, as well as to satisfy so many leaders, politicians, 
philosophers and scientists to make things go on properly for future 
generations. The so-called scientists are very eager to see that future 
generations will live very comfortably, and as such they are trying to find 
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different means of generating energy to drive locomotives, cars, airplanes 
and so on. Now they are exhausting the petroleum supply. These activities 
are described in the Bhagavad-gita. 


vyavasayatmika buddhir 
ekeha kuru-nandana 

bahu-sakha hy anantas ca 
buddhayo ‘vyavasayinam 


‘Those who are on this path are resolute in purpose, and their aim is one. 
O beloved child of the Kurus, the intelligence of those who are irresolute 
is many-branched.” (Bg. 2.41) 

Actually those who are in knowledge of everything are determined to 
execute Krsna consciousness, but those who are rascals (miidhah), sinners 
(duskrtinah) and the lowest of mankind (naradhamah ), who are bereft of 
all intelligence (mayayapahrta-jnanah) and who take shelter of the 
demoniac way of life (asuram bhavam asritah), are disinterested in Krsna 
consciousness. As such they become implicated and take on so many 
activities. Most of these activities center around the killing of animals. 
Modern civilization is centered around animal killing. Karmis are advertising 
that without eating meat, their vitamin value or vitality will be reduced; 
so to keep oneself fit to work hard, one must eat meat, and to digest 
meat, one must drink liquor, and to keep the balance of drinking wine and 
eating meat, one must have sufficient sexual intercourse to keep fit to 
work very hard like an ass. 

There are two ways of animal killing. One way is in the name of 
religious sacrifices. All the religions of the world—except the Buddhists— 
have a program for killing animals in places of worship. According to 
Vedic civilization, the animal-eaters are recommended to sacrifice a goat 
in the temple of goddess Kali under certain restrictive rules and regulations 
and eat the flesh. Similarly, they are recommended to drink wine by wor- 
shiping the goddess Candika. The purpose is restriction. People have given 
up all this restriction. Now they are regularly opening wine distilleries 
and slaughterhouses and indulging in drinking alcohol and eating flesh. A 
Vaisnava acarya like Narada Muni knows very well that persons engaged 
in such animal killing in the name of religion are certainly becoming 
involved in the cycle of birth and death, forgetting the real aim of life: to 
go home, back to Godhead. 

Thus the great sage Narada, while instructing Srimad-Bhagavatam to 
Vyasa Muni, condemned the karma-kanda (fruitive) activities mentioned 
in the Vedas. Narada told Vyasa: 
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Jugupsitam dharma-krte ’nusasatah 
sva-bhava-raktasya mahan vyatikramah 
yad-vak yato dharma ititarah sthito 
na manyate tasya nivaranam janah 


‘The people in general are naturally inclined to enjoy, and you have 
encouraged them in that way in the name of religion. This is verily con- 
demned and is quite unreasonable. Because they are guided under your 
instructions, they will accept such activities in the name of religion and 
will hardly care for prohibitions.” (Bhag. 1.5.15) 

Srila Narada Muni chastised Vyasadeva for compiling so many Vedic 
supplementary scriptures, which are all intended for guiding the people in 
general. Narada Muni condemned these scriptures because they do not 
mention direct devotional service. Under Narada’s instructions, direct 
worship of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, as described in the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, was set forth by Vyasadeva. The conclusion is that 
neither the Supreme Personality of Godhead Visnu nor His devotee ever 
sanctions animal killing in the name of religion. Indeed, Krsna incarnated 
Himself as Lord Buddha to put an end to animal killing in the name of 
religion. Animal sacrifice under the name of religion is conducted by the 
influence of tamo-guna (the mode of ignorance), as indicated in the 
Kighteenth Chapter of Bhagavad-gita. 


yaya dharmam adharmam ca 
karyam cakaryam eva ca 
ayathavat prajanati 
buddhih sa partha rajasi 


adharmam dharmam iti ya 
manyate tamasavrta 

sarvarthan viparitams ca 
buddhih sa partha tamasi 


‘And that understanding which cannot distinguish between the religious 
way of life and the irreligious, between action that should be done and 
action that should not be done—that imperfect understanding, O son of 
Prtha, is in the mode of passion. That understanding which considers 
irreligion to be religion and religion to be irreligion, under the spell of 
illusion and darkness, and strives always in the wrong direction, O Partha, 
is in the mode of ignorance.” (Bg. 18.31-32) 
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Those who are involved in the mode of ignorance manufacture religious 
systems for killing animals. Actually dharma is transcendental. As Lord 
Sri Kysna teaches, we must give up all other systems of religion and simply 
surrender unto Him (sarva-dharman parityajya). Thus the Lord and His 
devotees and representatives teach the transcendental dharma, which does 
not allow animal killing at all. At the present moment it is the greatest 
misfortune that in India many so-called missionary workers are spreading 
irreligion in the name of religion. They claim an ordinary human being to 
be God and recommend meat-eating for everyone, including so-called 
sannyasis. 


TEXT 12 


THeat AAT SATAHATN! | 
AVTATE TF Ble TS HT: HTT TATA 2 zt 


yuktesv evam pramattasya 
kutumbasakta-cetasah 
asasada sa vai kalo 


yo priyah priya-yositam 


yuktesu—to beneficial activities; evam—thus; pramattasya—being 
inattentive; kutumba—to kith and kin; @sakta—attached; cetasah—con- 
sciousness; asasada—arrived; sah—that; vai—certainly; kalah—time; yah— 
which; apriyah—not very pleasing; priya-yositam—for persons attached to 
women. 


TRANSLATION 


Thus King Puranjana, being attached to fruitive activities [karma- 
kandiya] as well as kith and kin, and being obsessed with polluted con- 
sciousness, eventually arrived at that point not very much liked by those 
who are overly attached to material things. 


PURPORT 


In this verse the words priya-yositam and apriyah are very significant. 
The word yosié means woman, and priya means dear or pleasing. Death 
is not very much welcome for those who are too much attached to 
material enjoyment, which culminates in sex. There is an instructive story 
in this connection. Once when a saintly person was passing on his way, he 
met a prince, the son of a king, and he blessed him, saying, ““My dear 
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prince, may you live forever.”’ The sage next met a saintly person, and he 
said to him, “You may either live or die.” Eventually the sage met a 
brahmacart devotee, and he blessed him, saying, ““My dear devotee, you 
may die immediately.” Finally the sage met a hunter, and he blessed him, 
saying, ‘‘Neither live nor die.” The point is that those who are very sensual 
and are engaged in sense gratification do not wish to die. Generally a 
prince has enough money to enjoy his senses; therefore the great sage said 
that he should live forever, for as long as he lived he could enjoy life, but 
after his death he would go to hell. Since the brahmacari devotee was 
leading a life of severe austerities and penances in order to be promoted 
back to Godhead, the sage said that he should die immediately so that 
he need not continue to labor hard and could instead go back home, back 
to Godhead. A saintly person may either live or die, for during his life he 
is engaged in serving the Lord, and after his death he also serves the Lord. 
Thus this life and the next are the same for a saintly devotee, for in both 
he serves the Lord. Since the hunter lives a very ghastly life due to killing 
animals, and since he will go to hell when he dies, he is advised to neither 
live nor die. 

King Purafijana finally arrived at the point of old age. In old age the 
senses lose their strength, and although an old man desires to enjoy his 
senses and especially sex life, he is very miserable because his instruments 
of enjoyment no longer function. Such sensualists are never prepared for 
death. They simply want to live on and on and extend their life by so-called 
scientific advancement. Some foolish Russian scientists also claim that 
they are going to make man immortal through scientific advancement. 
Under the leadership of such crazy fellows, civilization is going on. Cruel 
death, however, comes and takes all of them away despite their desire to 
live forever. This type of mentality was exhibited by Hiranyakasipu, but 
when the time was ripe, the Lord personally killed him within a second. 


TEXT 13 


pea eft Sat Tera 
THATS Aas WITTTTTY 23 


canda-vega iti khyato 
gandharvadhipatir nrpa 

gandharvas tasya balinah 
sasty-uttara-Sata-trayam 
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canda-vegah—Candavega; iti—thus; khyatah—celebrated; gandharva— 
belonging to the Gandharvaloka; adhipatih—king; nrpa—O King;gandharvah 
—other Gandharvas; tasya—his; balinah—very powerful soldiers; sasti— 
sixty; uttara—surpassing; sata— hundred; trayam—three. 


TRANSLATION 


O King! In Gandharvaloka there is a king named Candavega. Under 
him there are 360 very powerful Gandharva soldiers. 


PURPORT 


Time is figuratively described here as Candavega. Since time and tide 
wait for no man, time is herein called Candavega, which means “‘very 
swiftly passing away.” As time passes, it is calculated in terms of years. 
One year contains 360 days, and the soldiers of Candavega herein 
mentioned represent these days. Time passes swiftly; Candavega’s powerful 
soldiers of Gandharvaloka very swiftly carry away all the days of our life. 
As the sun rises and sets, it snatches away the balance of our life span. 
Thus as each day passes, each one of us loses some of life’s duration. It is 
therefore said that the duration of one’s life cannot be saved. But if one 
is engaged in devotional service, his time cannot be taken away by the 
sun. As stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam: ayur harati vai pumsam udyann 
astam ca yann asau (Bhag. 2.3.17). The conclusion is that if one wants to 
make himself immortal, he should give up sense gratification. By engaging 
oneself in devotional service, one can gradually enter into the eternal 
kingdom of God. 

Mirages and other illusory things are sometimes called Gandharvas. Our 
losing our life span is taken as advancement of age. This imperceptible 
passing away of the days of life is figuratively referred to in this verse as 
Gandharvas. As explained in later verses, such Gandharvas are both male 
and female. This indicates that both men and women lose their life span 
imperceptibly by the force of time, which is herein described as Candavega. 


TEXT 14 


TSCA Ray fare: | 
afieren farrier ataratatahiary 112 vl 


gandharvyas tadrsir asya 
maithunyas ca sitasitah 
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parivrttya vilumpanti 
sarva-kama-vinirmitam 


gandharvyah—Gandharvis; tadrsih—similarly; asya—of Candavega:; 
maithunyah—companions for sexual intercourse; ca—also; sita—white; 
asitah—black; parivrttya—by surrounding; vilumpanti—they plundered; 
sarva-kama—all kinds of desirable objects; vinirmitam—manufactured. 


TRANSLATION 


Along with Candavega were as many female Gandharvis as there were 
soldiers, and all of them repetitively plundered all the paraphernalia for 
sense enjoyment. 


PURPORT 


The days have been compared to the soldiers of Candavega. Night is 
generally a time for sex enjoyment. Days are considered to be white, and 
nights are considered to be black, or, from another point of view, there 
are two kinds of nights—black nights and white nights. All these days and 
nights combine to pass away our span of life and everything we manu- 
facture for sense gratification. Material activity means manufacturing 
things for sense gratification. Scientists are conducting research to find 
out how we can satisfy our senses more and more elaborately. In this 
Kali-yuga, the demoniac mentality is employed in manufacturing various 
machines to facilitate the process of sense gratification. There are so many 
machines for ordinary household activities. There are machines for washing 
dishes, cleansing the floor, shaving, clipping hair—today everything is done 
by machine. All these facilities for sense gratification are described in this 
verse as sarva-kama-vinirmitam. The time factor, however, is so strong that 
not only is our span of life being expended, but all the machines and 
facilities for sense gratification are deteriorating. Therefore in this verse 
the word vilumpanti (plundering) is used. Everything is being plundered 
from the very beginning of our lives. 

This plundering of our possessions and life span begins with the day of 
our birth. One day will come when death will finish everything, and the 
living entity will have to enter another body to begin another chapter of 
life and again begin the cycle of material sense gratification. Prahlada 
Maharaja describes this process as punah punas carvita-carvananam 
(Bhag. 7.5.30). Materialistic life means chewing the chewed again and 
again. The central point of material life is sense gratification. In different 
types of bodies, the living entity enjoys various senses, and through 


Text 16] Attack by Candavega on the City of Puranjana 1269 


creating various types of facilities, he chews the chewed. Whether we 
squeeze sugar out of the sugar cane with our teeth or a machine, the 
result is the same—sugar cane juice. We may discover many ways to 
squeeze the juice out of the sugar cane, but the result is the same. 


TEXT 15 


q WeINGa: WAN aa 
SAMY | aT ARATE: 124 


te canda-veganucarah 
puranjana-puram yada 

hartum arebhire tatra 
pratyasedhat prajagarah 


te—all of them; canda-vega—of Candavega; anucarah—followers; puraiijana 
—of King Purarijana; puram—city; yada—when; hartum—to plunder; 
arebhire—began; tatra—there; pratyasedhat—defended; prajagarah—the big 
serpent. 


TRANSLATION 


When King Gandharva-raja [Candavega] and his followers began to 
plunder the city of Purafjana, a snake with five hoods began to defend 
the city. 

PURPORT 


When one is sleeping, the life air remains active in different dreams. 
The five hoods of the snake indicate that the life air is surrounded by five 
kinds of air known as prana, apana, vyana, udana and samana. When the 
body is inactive, the prana, or the life air, is active. Up to the age of fifty 
one can actively work for sense gratification, but after the fiftieth year 
one’s energy decreases, although one can with great strain work for two or 
three more years—perhaps up to the fifty-fifth year. Thus the fifty-fifth 
year is generally taken by government regulations as the final year for re- 
tirement. The energy, which is fatigued after fifty years, is figuratively 
described herein as a serpent with five hoods. 


TEXT 16 


a aaa: Adtal ae Tada: | 
Geren ATTY Ta RE 
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sa saptabhih satair eko 
vimsatya ca Satam samah 

puraiijana-puradhyakso 
gandharvair yuyudhe bali 


sah—he; saptabhih—with seven; sataih—hundred; ekah—alone; vumsatya— 
with twenty; ca—also; satam—hundred; samah—years; purafijana—of King 
Puranjana; pura-adhyaksah—superintendent of the city; gandharvath— with 
the Gandharvas; yuyudhe—fought; bali—very valiant. 


TRANSLATION 


The five-hooded serpent, the superintendent and protector of the city 
of King Puranjana, fought with the Gandharvas for one hundred years. He 
fought alone, with all of them, although they numbered 720. 


PURPORT 


The 360 days and 360 nights combine to become the 720 soldiers of 
Candavega (time). One has to fight these soldiers throughout one’s lifespan, 
beginning with birth and ending with death. This fight is called the struggle 
for existence. Despite this struggle, however, the living entity does not die. 
As confirmed in Bhagavad-gita, the living entity is eternal: 


na jayate mriyate va kadacin 

nayam bhitva bhavita va na bhityah 
ajo nityah Sasvato ‘yam purano 

na hanyate hanyamane Sarire 


“For the soul there is never birth nor death. Nor, having once been, does he 
ever cease to be. He is unborn, eternal, ever-existing, undying and primeval. 
He is not slain when the body is slain.” (Bg. 2.20) Actually the living entity 
does not take virth nor does he die, but he has to fight with the stringent 
laws of material nature throughout the entire span of his lifetime. He must 
also face different kinds of miserable conditions. Despite all this, the living 
entity, due to illusion, thinks that he is well situated in sense gratification. 


TEXT 17 
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ksityamane sva-sambandhe 
ekasmin bahubhir yudha 

cintam param jagamartah 
sa-rastra-pura-bandhavah 


ksiyamane—when he became weak; sva-sambandhe—his intimate friend; 
ekasmin—alone; bahubhih—with many warriors; yudha—by battle; cintam— 
anxiety; param—very great; jagama—obtained; artah—being aggrieved; sa— 
along with; rastra—of the kingdom; pura—of the city; bandhavah—friends 
and relatives. 


TRANSLATION 


Because he had to fight alone with so many soldiers, all of whom were 
ereat warriors, the serpent with five hoods became very weak. Seeing that 
his most intimate friend was weakening, King Puranjana and his friends 
and citizens living within the city all became very anxious. 


PURPORT 


The living entity resides within the body and struggles for existence with 
the limbs of the body, which are referred to here as citizens and friends. 
One can struggle alone with many soldiers for some time, but not for all 
time. The living entity within the body can struggle up to the limit of a 
hundred years with good luck, but after that it is not possible to prolong 
the struggle. Thus the living entity submits and falls victim. In this regard, 
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has sung: vrddha kala Gola saba sukha bhagala. 
When one becomes old, it becomes impossible to enjoy material happiness. 
Generally people think that religion and piety come at the end of life, and 
at this time one generally becomes meditative and takes to some so-called 
yogic process to relax in the name of meditation. Meditation, however, is 
simply a farce for those who have enjoyed life in sense gratification. As 
described in the Sixth Chapter of Bhagavad-gita, meditation (dhyana, 
dharana) is a difficult subject matter that one has to learn from his very 
youth. To meditate, one must restrain himself from all kinds of sense 
gratification. Unfortunately, meditation has now become a fashion for 
those who are overly addicted to sensual things. Such meditation is defeated 
by the struggle for existence. Sometimes such meditative processes pass for 
transcendental meditation. King Puranjana, the living entity, being thus 
victimized by the hard struggle for existence, took to transcendental 
meditation with his friends and relatives. 
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TEXT 18 


a OT TN AUMAST AU | 
arta als Ter atforn AAT cll 


sa eva puryam madhu-bhuk 
pancalesu sva-parsadaih 

upanitam balim grhnan 
stri-jito navidad bhayam 


sah—he; eva—certainly ; puryam—within the city; madhu-bhuk—enjoying 
sex life; pancalesu—in the kingdom of Pancala (five sense objects); sva- 
parsadaih—along with his followers; upanitam—brought; balim—taxes; 
grhnan—accepting; stri-jitah—conquered by women; na—did not; avidat— 
understand; bhayam—fear of death. 


TRANSLATION 


King Puranjana collected taxes in the city known as Panicala and thus 
was able to engage in sexual indulgence. Being completely under the control 
of women, he could not understand that his life was passing away and 
that he was reaching the point of death. 


PURPORT 


Government men—including kings, presidents, secretaries and ministers— 
are in a position to utilize taxes collected from the citizens for sense 
gratification. It is stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam that in this Kali-yuga 
government men (rajanyas) and those connected with the government, as 
well as exalted government ministers, secretaries and presidents, will all 
simply collect taxes for sense gratification. The government is top-heavy, 
and without increasing taxes the government cannot maintain itself. When 
taxes are collected, they are utilized for the sense gratification of the govern- 
mental officials. Such irresponsible politicians forget that there is a time 
when death will come to take away all their sense gratification. Some of 
them are convinced that after life everything is finished. This atheistic 
theory was conceived long ago by a philosopher called Carvaka. Carvaka 
recommended that man should live very opulently by either begging , 
borrowing or stealing. He also maintained that one should not be afraid 
of death, the next life, the past life, or an impious life because after the 
body is burned to ashes, everything is finished. This is the philosophy of 
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those who are too much materially addicted. Such philosophizing will not 
save one from the danger of death, nor will it save one from an abominable 
afterlife. 


TEXT 19 


ITA TeM Bat aratat Wasa | 
Geant A We WeTAeT HAT 11221 


kalasya duhita kacit 
tri-lokim varam icchati 

paryatanti na barhisman 
pratyanandata kascana 


kalasya—of the formidable Time; duhita—the daughter; kacit—someone; 
tri-lokim—within the three worlds; varam—husband; icchati—desiring; 
paryatanti—traveling all over the universe; na—never; barhisman—O King 
Pracinabarhisat; pratyanandata—accepted her proposal; kaScana—anyone. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King Pracinabarhigat, at this time the daughter of formidable 
Time was seeking her husband throughout the three worlds. Although no 
one agreed to accept her, she came. 


PURPORT 


In due course of time, when the body becomes old and practically invalid, 
it is called jara, subject to the sufferings of old age. There are four basic 
kinds of suffering—birth, old age, disease and death. No scientist or philoso- 
pher has ever been able to make a solution of these four miserable 
conditions. The invalidity of old age known as jara is figuratively explained 
here as the daughter of Time. No one likes her, but she is very much anxious 
to accept anyone as her husband. No one likes to become old and invalid, 
but this is inevitable for everyone. 


TEXT 20 


ataraarcan sith ferat ata at | 
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daurbhagyenatmano loke 
visruta durbhageti sa 

ya tusta rajarsaye tu 
vrtadat purave varam 


daurbhagyena—on account of misfortune; atmanah—of herself; loke—in 
the world; visruta—celebrated; durbhaga— most unfortunate; iti—thus; sa— 
she; ya—who; tusta—being satisfied; raja-rsaye—unto the great king; tu— 
but; vurta—being accepted; adat—delivered; pitrave—unto King Piru; 
varam—benediction. 


TRANSLATION 


The daughter of Time [jara] was very unfortunate. Consequently she 
was known as durbhaga [ill-fated]. However, she was once pleased with a 
sreat king, and because the king accepted her, she granted him a great 
benediction. 


PURPORT 
As Bhaktivinoda Thakura sings: saba sukha bhagala. All kinds of 


happiness disappear in old age. Consequently no one likes old age, or jara. 
Thus jara, as the daughter of Time, is known as a most unfortunate daughter. 
She was, however, at one time accepted by a great king, Yayati. Yayati 
was cursed by his father-in-law Sukracarya to accept her. When Sukracarya’ S 
daughter was married to King Yayati, one of her friends named Sarmistha 
went with her. Later King Yayati became very much attached to Sarmistha, 
and Sukracarya’s daughter complained to her father. Consequently 
Sukracarya cursed King Yayati to become prematurely old. King Yayati 
had five youthful sons, and he begged all his sons to exchange their youth 
for his old age. No one agreed except the youngest son, whose name was 
Puru. Upon accepting Yayati’s old age, Puru was given the kingdom. It 
is said that two of Yayati’s other sons, being disobedient to their father, 
were given kingdoms outside of India, most probably Turkey and Greece. 
The purport is that one can accumulate wealth and all kinds of material 
opulences, but during old age one cannot enjoy them. Although Puru 
attained his father’s kingdom, he could not enjoy all the opulence because 
he had sacrificed his youth. One should not wait for old age in order to 
become Krsna conscious. Due to the invalidity of old age, one cannot make 
progress in Krsna consciousness, however opulent he may be materially. 
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TEXT 2] 


FAISAL AT AAS TTT | 
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kadacid atamana sa 
brahma-lokan mahim gatam 

vavre brhad-vratam mam tu 
janati kama-mohita 


kadacit—once upon a time; atamana—traveling; sa—she; brahma-lokat— 
from the Brahmaloka, the highest planet; mahim—on the earth; gatam— 
having come; vavre—she proposed; brhat-vratam—avowed brahmacari; mam 
—unto me; tu—then; janati—knowing; kdma-mohita—being illusioned by lust. 


TRANSLATION 


When I once came to this earth from Brahmaloka, the highest planetary 
system, the daughter of Time, wandering over the universe, met me. 
Knowing me to be an avowed brahmacari, she became lusty and proposed 
that I accept her. 


PURPORT 


The great sage Narada Muni was a naisthika-brahmacari—that is, he 
never had sex life. He was consequently an ever-green youth. Old age, 
jara, could not attack him. The invalidity of old age can overcome an 
ordinary man, but Narada Muni was different. Taking Narada Muni to be 
an ordinary man, the daughter of Time confronted him with her lusty 
desire. It requires great strength to resist a woman’s attraction. It is 
difficult for old men, and what to speak of young. Those who live as 
brahmacaris must follow in the footsteps of the great sage Narada Muni, 
who never accepted the proposals of jara. Those who are too much 
sexually addicted become victims of jara, and very soon their life span is 
shortened. Without utilizing the human form of life for Krsna conscious- 
ness the victims of jara die very soon in this world. 


TEXT 22 
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mayi samrabhya vipula- 
madac chapam suduhsaham 

sthatum arhasi naikatra 
mad-yacna-vimukho mune 


mayi—unto me; samrabhya—having become angry; vipula—unlimited; 
madat—out of illusion; sa4pam—curse; su-duhsaham—unbearable; sthatum 
arhasi—you may remain; na—never; ekatra—in one place; mat—my ; yacia— 
request; vimukhah—having refused; mune—O great sage. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Narada continued: When I refused to accept her request, 
she became very angry at me and cursed me severely. Because I refused her 
request, she said that I would not be able to stay in one place for a long 
time. 


PURPORT 


The great sage Narada Muni has a spiritual body; therefore old age, 
disease, birth and death do not affect him. Narada is the most kind devotee 
of the Supreme Lord, and his only business is to travel all over the universe 
and preach God consciousness. In other words, his business is to make 
everyone a Vaisnava. Under the circumstances, there is ordinarily no need 
for him to stay in one place for more than the time he requires to preach. 
Since by his own free will he is already traveling all over the universe, the 
curse of the Kalakanya is described as fortunate. Like Narada Muni, many 
other devotees of the Lord are engaged in preaching the glories of the 
Lord in different places and in different universes. Such personalities are 
beyond the jurisdiction of material laws. 


TEXT 23 


amt feqaxen BT TAA | 
wagfeearary aad arat at ofaZ R21 


tato vihata-sankalpa 

kanyaka yavanesvaram 
mayopadistam asadya 

vavre namna bhayam patim 
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tatah—thereafter; vihata-sankalpa—being disappointed in her determina- 
tion; kanyaka—the daughter of Time; yavana-iSvaram—unto the king of the 
untouchables; maya upadistam—indicated by me; asadya—having ap- 
proached; vavre—accepted; namna—of the name; bhayam—fear; patim—as 


her husband. 


TRANSLATION 


After she was thus disappointed by me, with my permission she ap- 
proached the King of the Yavanas, whose name was Bhaya, or fear, and 
she accepted him as her husband. 


PURPORT 


Being the most perfect Vaisnava, Sri Narada Muni is always willing to 
do good to others, even to one who curses him. Although Kalakanya, the 
daughter of Time, was refused by Narada Muni, she was given a shelter. 
Of course no one could give her shelter, but a Vaisnava gives shelter 
somewhere to such an unfortunate girl. When jara, or old age, attacks, 
everyone dwindles and deteriorates. In one stroke Narada Muni gave 
shelter to Kalakanya and counterattacked the ordinary karmis. If one 
accepts the instructions of Narada Muni, the ocean of fear (bhaya) can be 
very quickly removed by the grace of that great Vaisnava. 


TEXT 24 
ard Tata at at steftad way | 
ARETE att Ha? fas a HAT Vl 


rsabham yavananam tvam 
urne virepsitam patim 

sankalpas tvayi bhiitanam 
krtah kila na risyati 


rsabham—the best; yavananam—of the untouchables; tuam—you; vrne— 
I accept; vira—O great hero; ipsitam—desired; patim—husband; sarnikalpah— 
the determination; tvayi—unto you; bhutanam—of all living entities; krtah— 
if done; kila—certainly; na—never; risyati— becomes baffled. 
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TRANSLATION 


Approaching the King of the Yavanas, Kalakanya addressed him as a 
ereat hero, saying: My dear sir, you are the best of the untouchables. Iam 
in love with you, and I want you as my husband. I know that no one is 
baffled if he makes friends with you. 


PURPORT 


The words yavananam rsabham refer to the King of the Yavanas. The 
Sanskrit words yavana and mleccha apply to those who do not follow the 
Vedic principles. According to the Vedic principles, one should rise early 
in the morning, take bath, chant Hare Krsna, offer mavgala-drati to the 
Deities, study Vedic literature, take prasdda, and engage in dressing and 
decorating the Deities. One must also collect money for the temple 
expenditures, or if one is a householder he must go to work in accordance 
with the prescribed duties of a brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya or Sidra. In this 
way one should live a life of spiritual understanding, and this is the Vedic 
way of civilization. One who does not follow all these rules and regulations 
is called a yavana or mleccha. One should not mistakenly think that these 
words refer to certain classes of men in other countries. There is no 
question of limitation according to nationalism. Whether one lives in 
India or outside of India, he is called a yavana or mleccha if he does not 
follow the Vedic principles. One who does not actually follow the hygienic 
principles prescribed in the Vedic rules and regulations will be subjected 
to many contagious diseases. Because the students in this Krsna conscious- 
ness movement are advised to follow the Vedic principles, they naturally 
become hygienic. 

If a person is Krsna conscious, he can work like a young man even if he 
is seventy-five or eighty years old. Thus the daughter of Kala(time) cannot 
overcome a Vaisnava. Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami engaged in writing 
Caitanya-caritamrta when he was very old, yet he presented the most 
wonderful literature of the activities of Lord Caitanya. Srila Ripa Gosvami 
and Sanatana Gosvami began their spiritual lives at a very old age, that is, 
after they retired from their occupations and family lives. Yet they 
presented many valuable literatures for the advancement of spiritual life. 
This is confirmed by Srila Srinivasa Acarya, who praised the Gosvamis in 
this way: 


nana-sastra-vicaranaika-nipunau sad-dharma-samsthapakau 
lokanam hita-karinau tri-bhuvane manyau saranyakarau 
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radha-krsna-padaravinda-bhajananandena mattalikau 
vande riipa-sanatanau raghu-yugau Sri-jiva-gopalakau 


“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six Gosvamis, namely Sri 
Sanatana Gosvami, Sri Ripa Gosvami, Sri Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvami, 
Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, Sri Jiva Gosvami and Sri Gopala Bhatta 
Gosvami, who are very expert in scrutinizingly studying all the revealed 
scriptures with the aim of establishing eternal religious principles for the 
benefit of all human beings. Thus they are honored all over the three 
worlds, and they are worth taking shelter of because they are absorbed in 
the mood of the gopis and are engaged in the transcendental loving service 
of Radha and Krsna.” 

Thus jara, the effect of old age, does not harass a devotee. This is 
because a devotee follows the instructions and the determination of Narada 
Muni. All devotees are in the disciplic succession stemming from Narada 
Muni because they worship the Deity according to Narada Muni’s direction, 
namely the Narada-paficaratra or the paficaratrika-vidhi, A devotee follows 
the principles of paficaratrika-vidhi as well as bhagavata-vidhi. Bhagavata- 
vidhi includes preaching work—Ssravanam kirtanam visnoh—the hearing and 
chanting of the glories of Lord Visnu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
The paficaratrika-vidhi includes arcanam vandanam dasyam sakhyam atma- 
nivedanam. Because a devotee rigidly follows the instructions of Narada 
Muni, he has no fear of old age, disease or death. Apparently a devotee 
may grow old, but he is not subjected to the symptoms of defeat experi- 
enced by a common man in old age. Consequently old age does not make 
a devotee fearful of death, as a common man is fearful of death. When 
jara, or old age, takes shelter of a devotee, Kalakanya diminishes the 
devotee’s fear. A devotee knows that after death he is going back home, 
back to Godhead; therefore he has no fear of death. Thus instead of 
depressing a devotee, advanced age helps him become fearless and thus 
happy. 

TEXT 25 


AICCCR Ok CME LICKED i 
Teraraad a ula a afeeoea Ueki 


dvav imav anusocanti 
balav asad-avagrahau 

yal loka-sastropanatam 
na rati na tad icchati 
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dvau—two kinds; imau—these; anusocanti—they lament; balau—ignorant; 
asat—the foolish; avagrahau—taking the path of; yat—that which; loka—by 
custom; sastra—by scripture; upanatam— presented ; na—never; rati—follows; 
na—neither; tat—that; icchati—desires. 


TRANSLATION 


One who does not give charity according to the customs or injunctions 
of the scriptures and one who does not accept charity in that way are 
considered to be in the mode of ignorance. Such persons follow the path 
of the foolish. Surely they must lament at the end. 


PURPORT 


It is herein stated that one should strictly follow the scriptures if one 
actually wants an auspicious life. The same is explained in Bhagavad-gita. 


yah Sastra-vidhim utsrjya 
vartate kama-karatah 

na sa siddhim avapnoti 
na sukham na param gatim 


‘But he who discards scriptural injunctions and acts according to his own 
whims attains neither perfection, nor happiness, nor the supreme desti- 
nation.” (Bg. 16.23) 

One who does not strictly follow the terms of the Vedic injunctions 
never attains success in life or happiness. And what to speak of going 
home, back to Godhead. 

One sastric injunction holds that a householder, a ksatriya, or an adminis- 
trative head should not refuse to accept a woman if she voluntarily requests 
to become a wife. Since Kalakany4, the daughter of Time, was deputed 
by Narada Muni to offer herself to Yavana-raja, the King of the Yavanas 
could not refuse her. All transactions must be performed in light of the 
gastric injunctions. The sastric injunctions are confirmed by great sages 
like Narada Muni. As stated by Narottama dasa Thakura: sédhu-sastra- 
guru-vakya, cittete kariya aikya. One should follow the principles of 
saintly persons, scriptures and the spiritual master. In this way one is 
sure to attain success in life. Kalakanya, the daughter of Time, presented 
herself before the King of the Yavanas precisely in terms of sadhu, sastra 
and guru. Thus there was no reason for not accepting her. 
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TEXT 26 


AM AIA At AZ ated A Tat FE | 
UMA TEN Tat AaTaTaBrPVw URE 


atho bhajasva mam bhadra 
bhajantim me dayam kuru 
etavan pauruso dharmo 
yad artan anukampate 


atho—therefore; bhajasva—accept; mam—me; bhadra—O gentle one; 
bhajantim—willing to serve; me—to me; dayam—mercy; kuru—do; etavan— 
such a measure; paurusah—for any gentleman; dharmah—religious principle; 
yat—that; artan—to the distressed; anukampate—is compassionate. 


TRANSLATION 


Kalakanya continued: O gentle one, I am now present before you to 
serve you. Please accept me and thus show me mercy. It is a gentleman’s 
greatest duty to be compassionate upon a person who is distressed. 


PURPORT 


Yavana-raja, the King of the Yavanas, could also refuse to accept 
Kalakanya, daughter of Time, but he considered the request due to the 
order of Narada Muni. Thus he accepted Kalakanya in a different way. 
In other words, the injunctions of Narada Muni, or the path of devotional 
service, can be accepted by anyone within the three worlds, and certainly 
by the King of the Yavanas. Lord Caitanya Himself requested everyone to 
preach the cult of bhakti-yoga all over the world, in every village and town. 
Preachers in the Krsna consciousness movement have actually experienced 
that even the yavanas and mlecchas have taken to spiritual life on the 
strength of Narada Muni’s pancaratrika-vidhi. When mankind follows the 
disciplic succession, as recommended by Caitanya Mahaprabhu, everyone 
throughout the world will benefit. 


TEXT 27 


MoE AMAIIN FANT TIAA: | 
fratizagd @ afad aaa iu 
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kala-kanyodita-vaco 
nigsamya yavanesvarah 

cikirsur deva-guhyam sa 
sasmitam tam abhasata 


kala-kanya—by the daughter of Time; udita—expressed; vacah—words; 
nigamya—hearing; yavana-isvarah—the King of the Yavanas; cikirsuh— 
desiring to execute; deva—of providence; guhyam—confidential duty; sah— 
he; sa-smitam—smilingly ; tam—her; abhasata—addressed. 


TRANSLATION 


After hearing the statement of Kalakanya, daughter of Time, the King 
of the Yavanas began to smile and devise a means for executing his 
confidential duty on behalf of providence. He then addressed Kalakanya 
as follows. 


PURPORT 


In Caitanya-caritamrta it is said: 


ekale isvara krsna, ara saba bhrtya 
yare yaiche nacaya, se taiche kare nrtya 


(Ce. Adi 5.142) 


Actually the supreme controller is the Personality of Godhead, Krsna, and 
everyone is His servant. Yavana-raja, the King of the Yavanas, was also a 
servant of Krsna. Consequently he wanted to execute the purpose of Krsna 
through the agency of Kalakanya. Although Kalakanya means invalidity 
or old age, Yavana-raja wanted to serve Krsna by introducing Kalakanya 
everywhere. Thus a sane person, by attaining old age, will become fearful 
of death. Foolish people engage in material activities as if they will live 
forever and enjoy material advancement, but actually there is no material 
advancement. Under illusion people think that material opulence will 
save them, but although there has been much advancement in material 
science, the problems of human society—birth, death, old age.and disease— 
are still unsolved. Nonetheless foolish scientists are thinking that they 
have advanced materially. When Kalakanya, the invalidity of old age, 
attacks them, they become fearful of death, if they are sane. Those who 
are insane simply don’t care for death, nor do they know what is going to 
happen after death. They are under the wrong impression that after death 
there is no life, and consequently they act very irresponsibly in this life 
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and enjoy unrestricted sense gratification. For an intelligent person, the 
appearance of old age is an impetus to spiritual life. People naturally fear 
impending death. The King of the Yavanas tried to utilize Kalakanya for 
this purpose. 

TEXT 28 


wn fretted oacraatrea | 
ab reree fet tts CAT ARIAAEAATT IRC 


maya nirupitas tubhyam 

patir atma-samadhina 
nabhinandati loko ’yam 

tvam abhadram asammatam 


maya—by me; niriipitah—settled; tubhyam—for you; patih—husband; 
atma—of the mind; samadhina—by meditation; na—never; abhinandati— 
welcome; lokah—the people; ayam—these; tvam—you; abhadram—in- 
auspicious; asammatam—unacceptable. 


TRANSLATION 


The King of the Yavanas replied: After much consideration, I have 
arrived at a husband for you. Actually, as far as everyone is concerned, 
you are inauspicious and mischievous. Since no one likes you, how can 
anyone accept you as his wife? 


PURPORT 


After much consideration, the King of the Yavanas decided to make the 
best use of a bad bargain. Kalakanya was a bad bargain, and no one liked 
her, but everything can be used for the service of the Lord. Thus the King 
of the Yavanas tried to utilize her for some purpose. The purpose has 
already been explained—that is, Kalakanya as jara, the invalidity of old 
age, can be used to arouse a sense of fearin people sothat they will prepare 
for the next life by engaging in Krsna consciousness. 


TEXT 29 
ATTEMATSRT TIT TUTTI 
UMe A CraT AAAS TTT 112311 
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tvam avyakta-gatir bhunksva 
lokam karma-vinirmitam 

ya hi me prtana-yukta 
praja-nasam pranesyasi 


tvam—you; avyakta-gatih—whose movement is imperceptible; bhunksva 
—enjoy; lokam—this world; karma-vinirmitam—manufactured by fruitive 
activities; ya—one who; hi-—certainly; me—my; prtana—soldiers; yukta— 
helped by; praja-nasam—annihilation of the living entities; pranesyasi— you 
shall carry out without any hindrance. 


TRANSLATION 


This world is a product of fruitive activities. Therefore you may imper- 
ceptibly attack people in general. Helped by my soldiers, you can kill 
them without opposition. 


PURPORT 


The word karma-vinirmitam means “manufactured by fruitive activities.” 
This entire material world, especially in these days, is the result of fruitive 
activities. Everyone is fully engaged in decorating the world by highways, 
motor cars, electricity, skyscrapers, industries, businesses, etc. All this 
appears very nice for those who are simply engaged in sense gratification 
and who are ignorant of spiritual identity. As described in Srimad- 
Bhagavatam: 


nunam pramatiah kurute vikarma 
yad indriya-pritaya aGprnoti 
na sadhu manye yata atmano ’yam 
asann api klesada asa dehah (Bhag. 5.5.4) 


Those without knowledge of the spirit soul are mad after materialistic 
activities, and they perform all kinds of sinful activities simply for sense 
gratification. According to Rsabhadeva, such activities are inauspicious 
because they force one to accept an abominable body in the next life. 
Everyone can experience that although we try to keep the body in a 
comfortable position, it is always giving pain and is subjected to the three- 
fold miseries. Otherwise, why are there so many hospitals, welfare boards 
and insurance establishments? Actually in this world there is no happiness. 
People are simply engaged trying to counteract unhappiness. Foolish 
people accept unhappiness as happiness; therefore the King of the Y avanas 


Text 30] Attack by Candavega on the City of Puranjana 1285 


decided to attack such foolish people imperceptibly by old age, disease, 
and ultimately death. Of course, after death there must be birth; therefore 
Yavana-raja thought it wise to kill all the karmis through the agency of 
Kalakanya and thus try to make them aware that materialistic advancement 
is not actually advancement. Every living entity is a spiritual being, and 
consequently without spiritual advancement the human form of life is 
ruined. 


TEXT 30 


TSATISs AA Aa 4H aett ae | 
RT HRs feraora ATA: 13 o| 


prajvaro ’yam mama bhrata 
tvam ca me bhagini bhava 

caramy ubhabhyam loke ’sminn 
avyakto bhima-sainikah 


prajvarah—named Prajvara; ayam—this; mama—my; bhrata—brother; 
tvam—you; ca—also; me—my; bhagini—sister; bhava—become; carami—I shall 
go about; ubhabhyam—by both of you; loke—in the world; asmin—this; 
avyaktah—without being manifest; bhima—dangerous; sainikah—with 
soldiers. 


TRANSLATION 


The King of the Yavanas continued: Here is my brother Prajvara. I now 
accept you as my sister. I shall employ both of you, as well as my dangerous 
soldiers, to act imperceptibly within this world. 


PURPORT 


Kalakanya was sent by Narada Muni to Yavana-raja so that she might 
become his wife, but instead of accepting her as his wife, Yavana-raja 
accepted her as his sister. Those who do not follow the Vedic principles 
are unrestricted as far as sex life is concerned. Consequently they some- 
times do not hesitate to have sex with their sisters. In this age of Kali there 
are many instances of such incest. Although Yavana-raja accepted the 
request of Narada Muni to show respect to him, he was nonetheless 
thinking of illicit sex. This was due to his being the King of the yavanas 
and mlecchas. 

The word prajvarah is very significant, for it means “the fever sent by 
Lord Visnu.”’ Such a fever is always set at 107 degrees, the temperature 
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at which a man dies. Thus the King of the mlecchas and yavanas requested 
the daughter of Time, Kalakanya, to become his sister. There was no 
need to ask her to become his wife because the yavanas and mlecchas do 
not make distinctions as far as sex life is concerned. Thus one may out- 
wardly be a sister, mother or daughter and still have sex. Yavana-raja’s 
brother was Prajvara, and Kalakanya was invalidity itself. Combined and 
strengthened by the soldiers of Yavana-raja—namely non-hygienic con- 
ditions, illicit sex and ultimately a high degree of temperature to bring 
on death—they would be able to smash the materialistic way of life. In 
this connection it is significant that just as Narada was immune to the 
attack of jara, or invalidity, similarly, jara, or the destructive force, cannot 
attack any follower of Narada Muni or a pure Vaisnava. 


Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Fourth Canto, Twenty- 
seventh Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “Attack by Candavega 
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on the City of King Purajijana; the Character of Kalakanya. 


CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT 


Puranjana Becomes a Woman 
in the Next Life 


TEXT 1 
Me TNF 


Shr waa § ao et: | 
TANS Se Te FT VeTTATTATT II 2 I 


narada uvaca 
sainika bhaya-namno ye 
barhisman dista-karinah 
prajvara-kala-kanyabhyam 


vicerur avanim imam 


naradah uvaca—the great sage Narada continued to speak; sainikah—the 
soldiers; bhaya-namnah—of Bhaya (fearfulness); ye—all of them who; 
barhisman—O King Pracinabarhisat; dista-karinah—the order carriers of 
death; prajvara—with Prajvara; kala-kanyabhyam—and with Kalakanya; 
viceruh—traveled; avanim—on earth; imém— this. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Narada continued: My dear King Pracinabarhisat, after- 
wards, the King of the Yavanas, whose name is fear itself, as well as his 
soldiers, Prajvara and Kalakanya, began to travel all over the world. 


PURPORT 


The period of life just prior to death is certainly very dangerous because 
usually at this time people are attacked by the weakness of old age as well 
as many kinds of disease. The diseases that attack the body are compared 
here to soldiers. These soldiers are not ordinary soldiers, for they are 
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guided by the King of the Yavanas, who acts as their commander-in-chief. 
The word dista-karinah indicates that he is their commander. When a man 
is young, he does not care for old age but enjoys sex to the best of his 
satisfaction, not knowing that at the end of life his sexual indulgence will 
bring on various diseases, which so much disturb the body that one will 
pray for immediate death. The more one enjoys sex during youth, the 
more he suffers in old age. 


TEXT 2 


q Thal F TA Keay gz 
ROHAN | ATTN SAT AI 2 I 


ta ekada tu rabhasa 
puranjana-purim nrpa 
rurudhur bhauma-bhogaédhyam 


Jarat-pannaga-palitam 


te—they; ekada—once upon a time; tu—then; rabhasa—with great force; 
puranjana-purim—the city of Purayijana;nrpa—O King; rurudhuh—encircled; 
bhauma-bhoga-adhyam—full of sense enjoyments; jarat— old; pannaga—by 
the serpent; palitam— protected. 


TRANSLATION 


Once the dangerous soldiers attacked the city of Purarijana with great 
force. Although the city was full of paraphernalia for sense gratification, 
it was being protected by the old serpent. 


PURPORT 


As one’s body engages in sense gratification, it becomes weaker and 
weaker daily. Finally the vital force becomes so weak that it is herein 
compared to a weak serpent. The life air has already been compared to the 
serpent. When the vital force within the body becomes weak, the body 
itself also becomes weak. At such a time the death symptoms-—that is, the 
dangerous soldiers of death’s superintendent, Yamaraja—begin to attack 
very severely. According to the Vedic system, before coming to such a 
stage one should leave home and take sannyasa to preach the message of 
God for the duration of life. However, if one sits at home and is served by 
his beloved wife and children, he certainly becomes weaker and weaker 


Text 3] Purafijana Becomes a Woman in the Next Life 1289 


due to sense gratification. When death finally comes, one leaves the body 
devoid of spiritual assets. At the present time, even the oldest man in the 
family does not leave home, being attracted by wife, children, money, 
opulence, dwelling, etc. Thus at the end of life one worries about how his 
wife will be protected and how she will manage the great family responsi- 
bilities. In this way a man usually thinks of his wife before death. Accord- 
ing to Bhagavad-gita: 
yam yam vapi smaran bhavam 
tyajaty ante kalevaram 
tam tam evaiti kaunteya 
sada tad-bhava-bhavitah 


“Whatever state of being one remembers when he quits his body, that 
state he will attain without fail.”’ (Bg. 8.6) 

At the end of life, a person thinks of what he has done throughout his 
whole life; thus he gets another body (dehantara) according to his thoughts 
and desires at the end of life. One overly addicted to life at home naturally 
thinks of his beloved wife at the end of life. Consequently in the next life 
he gets the body of a woman, and he also acquires the results of his pious 
or impious activities. In this chapter the acceptance of a woman’s body by 
King Puranjana will be thoroughly explained. 


TEXT 3 


PSOPANY FWA FWA Ferq | 
Tafa: To Tet frsarcararqil 3 i 


kala-kanyapi bubhuje 
puranjana-puram balat 

yayabhibhittah purusah 
sadyo nihsaratam iyat 


kala-kanya—the daughter of Kala; api—also; bubhuje—took possession 
of; purafjana-puram—the city of Purafijana; balat—by force; yaya—by 
whom; abhibhitah—being overwhelmed; purusah—a person; sadyah—im- 
mediately ; nuhsaratam—uselessness; tyat— gets. 


TRANSLATION 


Gradually Kalakanya, with the help of dangerous soldiers, attacked all 
the inhabitants of Purafijana’s city and thus rendered them useless for all 
pur poses. 
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PURPORT 


At the fag end of life, when the invalidity of old age attacks a man, his 
body becomes useless for all purposes. Therefore Vedic training dictates 
that when a man is in his boyhood he should be trained in the process of 
brahmacarya, that is, he should be completely engaged in the service of the 
Lord and should not in any way associate with women. When the boy 
becomes a young man, he marries between the ages of twenty and twenty- 
five. When he is married at the right age, he can immediately beget strong 
healthy sons. Now female descendants are increasing because young men 
are very weak sexually. A male child will be born if the husband is sexually 
stronger than the wife, but if the female is stronger, a female child will be 
born. Thus it is essential to practice the system of brahmacarya if one 
wishes to beget a male child when one is married. When one reaches the 
age of fifty, he should give up family life. At that time one’s child should 
be grown up so that the father can leave the family responsibilities to him. 
The husband and wife may then go abroad to live a retired life and travel 
to different places of pilgrimage. When both the husband and wife lose 
their attachment for family and home, the wife returns home to live under 
the care of her grown-up children and to remain aloof from family affairs. 
The husband then takes sannyasa to render some service to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. 

This is the perfect system of civilization. The human form of life is 
especially meant for God realization. If one is unable to take to the process 
of Krsna consciousness from the very beginning of life, he must be trained 
to accept these principles at the fag end of life. Unfortunately, there is no 
training even in childhood, nor can one give up his family life even at the 
end. This is the situation with the city of Purarijana, figuratively described 
in these verses. 

TEXT 4 


TTS J TTA: Taaleay | 
arf: after gaat mea aaat TAI 8 UI 


tayopabhujyamanam vai 
yavanah sarvato-disam 

dvarbhih pravisya subhrsam 
prardayan sakalam purim 


taya—by Kalakanya; upabhujyamanam—being taken possession of; vai— 
certainly; yavanah—the Yavanas; sarvatah-disam—from all sides; dvarbhih— 
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through the gates; pravisya—having entered; su-bhrsam—greatly ; prardayan 
—giving trouble; sakalam—all over; purtm—the city. 


TRANSLATION 


When Kalakanya, daughter of Time, attacked the body, the dangerous 
soldiers of the King of the Yavanas entered the city through different 
gates. They then began to give severe trouble to all the citizens. 


PURPORT 


The body has nine gates—the two eyes, two nostrils, two ears, mouth, 
rectum and genitals. When one is harassed by the invalidity of old age, 
various diseases manifest at the gates of the body. For example, the eyes 
become so dim that one requires spectacles, and the ears become too weak 
to hear directly, and therefore one requires hearing aids. The nostrils are 
blocked by mucus, and one has to always sniff a medicinal bottle contain- 
ing ammonia. Similarly, the mouth, too weak to chew, requires false teeth. 
The rectum also gives one trouble, and the evacuation process becomes 
difficult. Sometimes one has to take enemas and sometimes use a surgical 
nozzle to accelerate the passing of urine. In this way the city of Puranjana 
was attacked at various gates by the soldiers. Thus in old age all the gates 
of the body are blocked by so many diseases, and one has to take help 
from so many medicines. 


TEXT 5 


TA ANSARI TUSTa: | 
Waray Feedt ATS: | & II 


tasyam prapidyamanayam 
abhimani puranjanah 

avaporu-vidhams tapan 
kutumbi mamatakulah 


tasyam—when the city; prapidyamanayam—was put into different 
difficulties; abhimani—too much absorbed; puratijanah— King Purarijana; 
avapa—achieved; uru—many; vidhan—varieties; tapan—pains; kutumbi— 
family man; mamata-akulah—too much affected with attachment to family. 
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TRANSLATION 


When the city was thus endangered by the soldiers and Kalakanya, King 
Puranjana, being overly absorbed in affection for his family, was placed in 
difficulty by the attack of Yavana-raja and Kalakanya. 


PURPORT 


When we refer to the body, we include the external gross body with its 
various limbs, as well as the mind, intelligence and ego. In old age these all 
become weak when they are attacked by different diseases. The proprietor 
of the body, the living soul, becomes very sad at not being able to use the 
field of activities properly. In Bhagavad-gita it is clearly explained that the 
living entity is the proprietor of this body (ksetra-jna) and that the body 
is the field of activities (ksetra). When a field is overgrown with thorns and 
weeds, it becomes very difficult for the owner to work it. That is the 
position of the spirit soul when the body itself becomes a burden due to 
disease. Extra burdens are placed on the body in the form of anxiety and 
general deterioration of the bodily functions. 


TEXT 6 


qeiter andi seit fierce: | 
TIN kdaat « AeAaTtoTT Il & Il 


kanyopagtudho nasta-srih 
krpano visayatmakah 

nasta-prajno hrtaisvaryo 
gandharva-yavanair balat 


kanya—by the daughter of Time; upagitdhah—being embraced; nasta- 
Srih—bereft of all beauty; krpanah—miser; visaya-dtmakah—addicted to 
sense gratification; nasta-prajriah—bereft of intelligence; hrta-aisvaryah— 
bereft of opulence; gandharva—by the Gandharvas; yavanaih—and by the 
Yavanas; balat—by force. 


TRANSLATION 


When King Puranjana was embraced by Kalakanya, he gradually lost all 
his beauty. Having been too much addicted to sex, he became very poor 
in intelligence and lost all his opulence. Being bereft of all possessions, he 
was conquered forcibly by the Gandharvas and the Yavanas. 
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PURPORT 


When a person is attacked by the invalidity of old age and is still addicted 
to sense gratification, he gradually loses all his personal beauty, intelligence 
and good possessions. He thus cannot resist the forceful attack of the 
daughter of Time. 

TEXT 7 


fest agit freq wPRarearcars | 
TAL HATS MATA TT FI TAATAT I! 19 A 


visirnam sva-purim viksya 
pratikulan anadrtan 

putran pautranugamatyan 
jayam ca gata-sauhrdam 


visirnadm—scattered; sva-purtm—his own town; viksya—seeing; pratikulan 
—opposing elements; anadrtan—being disrespectful; putran—sons; pautra— 
grandsons; anuga— servants; amatyadn— ministers; jayam— wife ;ca—and; gata- 
sauhrdam-— indifferent. 


TRANSLATION 


King Purarijana then saw that everything in his town was scattered and 
that his sons, grandsons, servants and ministers were all gradually opposing 
him. He also noted that his wife was becoming cold and indifferent. 


PURPORT 


When one becomes an invalid, his senses and organs are weakened. In 
other words, they are no longer under one’s control. The senses and sense 
objects then begin to oppose him. When a person is in a distressed condition, 
even his family members—his sons, grandsons and wife—become dis- 
respectful. They no longer are under the command of the master of the 
house. Just as we wish to use our senses for sense gratification, the senses 
also require strength from the body in reciprocation. A man keeps a family 
for enjoyment, and similarly family members demand enjoyment from the 
head of the family. When they do not receive sufficient money from him, 
they grow disinterested and ignore his commands or desires. This is all due 
to one’s being a krpana (miser). This word krpana, used in the sixth verse, 
is in opposition to the word brahmana. In the human form of life one 
should become a brahmana, which means that one should understand the 
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constitutional position of the Absolute Truth, Brahman, and then engage 
in His service as a Vaisnava. We get this facility in the human form of life, 
but if we do not properly utilize this opportunity, we become a krpana, 
miser. A miser is one who gets money but does not spend it properly. This 
human form of life is especially meant for understanding Brahman, for 
becoming a brahmana, and if we do not utilize it properly, we remain a 
krpana. We can actually see that when one has money but does not spend 
it, he remains a miser and is never happy. Similarly, when one’s intelligence 
is spoiled due to sense gratification, he remains a miser throughout his life. 


TEXT 8 
AA BUT TAT TAOTAN TAT | 
TIAA TSA Tena Ul < | 


atmanam kanyaya grastam 
pancalan ari-disitan 
duranta-cintam apanno 
na lebhe tat-pratikriyam 


atmanam—himeelf; kanyaya—by Kalakanya; grastam—being embraced; 
paficalan—Pancala; ari-diisitan—infected by the enemies; duranta— insur- 
mountable; cintam—anxiety; @pannah—having obtained; na—not; lebhe— 
achieved; tat—of that; pratikriyam—counteraction. 


TRANSLATION 


When King Puranjana saw that all his family members, relatives, follow- 
ers, servants, secretaries and everyone else had turned against him, he 
certainly became very anxious. But, he could not counteract the situation 
because he was thoroughly overwhelmed by Kalakanya. 


PURPORT 


When a person becomes weak from the attack of old age, the family 
members, servants and secretaries do not care for him. He is then unable 
to counteract this. Thus he becomes more and more anxious and laments 
his frightful condition. 
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TEXT 9 


BANARAS AANA BATT | 
Ferarantete: GERI seaZ 18 It 


kaman abhilasan dino 
yata-yamams ca kanyaya 

vigatatma-gati-snehah 
putra-darams ca lalayan 


kaman—objects of enjoyment; abhilasan—always lusting after; dinah— 
the poor man; yata-yaman—stale; ca—also; kanyaya—by the influence of 
Kalakanya; vigata—lost; Gtma-gati—real purpose of life; snehah—attachment 
to; putra—sons; daran—wife; ca—and; lalayan—affectionately maintaining. 


TRANSLATION 


The objects of enjoyment became stale by the influence of Kalakanya. 
Due to the continuance of his lusty desires, King Puranijana became very 
poor in everything. Thus he did not understand the aim of life. He was still 
very affectionate toward his wife and children, and he worried about 
maintaining them. 


PURPORT 


This is exactly the position of present civilization. Everyone is engaged 
in maintaining the body, home and family. Consequently everyone becomes 
confused at the end of life, not knowing what spiritual life and the goal of 
human life are. In a civilization of sense gratification, there cannot be 
spiritual life because a person only thinks of this life. Although the next 
life is a fact, no information is given about it. 


TEXT 10 
TAA «TSWANA | 
Md Ted TW A Wratrea: loll 


gandharva-yavanakrantam 
kala-kanyopamarditam 

hatum pracakrame raja 
tam purim anikamatah 
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gandharva—by the Gandharva soldiers; yavana—and by the Yavana 
soldiers; akrantam—overcome; kala-kanya—by Kalakanya (the daughter of . 
Time); upamarditam—being smashed; hatum—to give up; pracakrame— 
proceeded; raja—King Puranjana; tam—that; purtm—the city; antkamatah— 
unwilling. 


TRANSLATION 


The city of King Puranjana was overcome by the Gandharva and Yavana 
soldiers, and although the King had no desire to leave the city, he was 
circumstantially forced to do so, for it was smashed by Kalakanya. 


PURPORT 


The living entity, separated from the association of the Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead, tries to enjoy this material world. He is given a chance to 
enjoy it in a particular type of body, beginning with the body of a Brahma 
down to that of the microbe. From the Vedic history of creation we can 
understand that the first living creature was Lord Brahma, who created the 
seven great sages and other prajapatis to increase the universal population. 
Thus every living entity, according to karma, his past desires and activities, 
gets a particular type of body, from that of Brahma to that of a microbe 
or germ in stool. Due to long association with a particular type of material 
body and also due to the grace of Kalakanya and her maya, one becomes 
overly attached to a material body, although it is the abode of pain. Even 
if one tries to separate a worm from stool, the worm will be unwilling to 
leave. It will again return to the stool. Similarly, a hog generally lives in a 
very filthy state, eating stool, but if one tries to separate it from its con- 
dition and give it a nice place, the hog will be unwilling. In this way if we 
study each and every living entity, we will find that he will defy offers of a 
more comfortable position. Although King Puranjana was attacked from all 
sides, he was nonetheless unwilling to leave the city. In other words, the 
living entity— whatever his condition—does not want to give up the body. 
But he will be forced to give it up because, after all, this material body 
cannot exist forever. 

The living entity wishes to enjoy the material world in different ways, 
and therefore by nature’s law he is allowed to transmigrate from one body 
to another, exactly as a person transmigrates from the body of an infant, 
to a child, to a boy, to a youth, to a man. This process is constantly going 
on. At the last stage, when the gross body becomes old and invalid, the 
living entity is reluctant to give it up, despite the fact that it is no longer 
usable. Although material existence and the material body are not comfort- 
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able, why does the living entity not want to leave? As soon as one gets a 
material body, he has to work very hard to maintain it. He may engage in 
different fields of activity, but whatever the case, everyone has to work 
very hard to maintain the material body. Unfortunately, society has no 
information of the soul’s transmigration. Because the living entity does not 
hope to enter the spiritual kingdom of eternal life, bliss and knowledge, he 
wants to stick to his present body, even though it may be useless. Conse- 
quently the greatest welfare activity in this material world is the furthering 
of this Krsna consciousness movement. 

This movement is giving human society information about the kingdom 
of God. There is God, there is Krsna, and everyone can return to God and 
live eternally in bliss and knowledge. A Krsna conscious person is not afraid 
of giving up the body because his position is always eternal. A Krsna 
conscious person engages in the transcendental loving service of the Lord 
eternally; therefore as long as he lives within the body, he is happy to 
engage in the loving service of the Lord, and when he gives up the body, he 
is also permanently situated in the service of the Lord. The saintly devotees 
are always free and liberated, whereas the karmis, who have no knowledge 
of spiritual life or the transcendental loving service of the Lord, are very 
much afraid of giving up the rotten material body. 


TEXT 11 
WIAA AAT AeA TTT! | 
ZAK At Ti Heat sa: fara 112 21 


bhaya-namno ‘grajo bhrata 
prajvarah pratyupasthitah 

dadaha tam purim krtsnam 
bhratuh priya-cikirsaya 


bhaya-namnah—of Bhaya (fearfulness); agra-jah—elder; bhrata—brother; 
prajvarah—named Prajvara; pratyupasthitah—being present there; dadaha— 
set fire; fam—to that; purim—city; krisnam—wholesale; bhratuh—his 
brother; priya-cikirsaya—in order to please. 


TRANSLATION 


Under the circumstances the elder brother of Yavana-raja, known as 
Prajvara, set fire to the city to please his younger brother, whose other 
name is fear itself. 
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PURPORT 


According to the Vedic system, a dead body is set on fire, but before 
death there is another fire or fever, which is called prajvara, or visnu- 
jvara. Medical science verifies that when one’s temperature is raised to 107 
degrees, a man immediately dies. This prajvara, or high fever, at the last 
stage of life places the living entity in the midst of a blazing fire. 


TEXT 12 
TA ATA ANT aafweax: | 
RSLS! FEAT SUTAT AAT 1122 


tasyam sandah yamanayam 
sapaurah saparicchadah 

kautumbikah kutumbinya 
upatapyata sanvayah 


tasyam—when that city; sandahyamanayam—was ablaze; sa-paurah— 
along with all the citizens; sa-paricchadah—along with all servants and 
followers; kautumbikah—the King, having so many relatives; kutumbinya— 
along with his wife; upatapyata—began to suffer the temperature of the 
fire; sa-anvayah—along with descendants. 


TRANSLATION 


When the city was set ablaze, all the citizens and servants of the King, as 
well as all family members, sons, grandsons, wives and other relatives, were 
within the fire. King Puranjana thus became very unhappy. 


PURPORT 


There are many parts of the body—the senses, the limbs, the skin, the 
muscles, blood, marrow, etc.—and all these are considered here figuratively 
as sons, grandsons, citizens and dependents. When the body is attacked by 
the visnu-jvara, the fiery condition becomes so acute that sometimes one 
remains in a coma. This means that the body is in such severe pain that one 
becomes unconscious and cannot feel the miseries taking place within the 
body. Indeed, the living entity becomes so helpless at the time of death, 
that, although unwilling, he is forced to give up the body and enter another. 
In Bhagavad-gita it is stated that man may, by scientific advancement, 
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improve the temporary living conditions but that he cannot avoid the 
pangs of birth, old age, disease and death. These are under the control of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead through the agency of material nature. 
A foolish person cannot understand this simple fact. Now people are very 
busy trying to find petroleum in the midst of the ocean. They are very 
anxious to make provisions for the future petroleum supply, but they 
do not make any attempts to ameliorate the conditions of birth, old age, 
disease and death. Thus not knowing anything about his own future life, a 
person in ignorance is certainly defeated in all his activities. 


TEXT 13 
TIANEIIIN ALATA WORT | 
TMH TSAAGE:  geaSeaIye 12311 


yavanoparuddhdayatano 
grastayam kala-kanyaya 

puryam prajvara-samisrstah 
pura-palo ‘nvatapyata 


yavana—by the Yavanas; uparuddha—attacked; ayatanah—his abode; 
grastayam—when seized; kala-kanyaya—by the daughter of Time; puryam— 
the city; prajvara-samsrstah—being approached by Prajvara; pura-palah—the 
city superintendent; anvatapyata— become also very much aggrieved. 


TRANSLATION 


The city’s superintendent of police, the serpent, saw that the citizens 
were being attacked by Kalakanya, and he became very aggrieved to see his 
own residence set ablaze after being attacked by the Y avanas. 


PURPORT 


The living entity is covered by two different types of bodies—the gross 
body and the subtle body. At death we can see that the gross body is 
finished, but actually the living entity is carried by the subtle body to 
another gross body. The so-called scientists of the modern age cannot see 
how the subtle body is working in carrying the soul from one body to 
another. This subtle body has been figuratively described as a serpent, or 
the city’s police superintendent. When there is fire everywhere, the police 
superintendent cannot escape either. When there is security and an absence 
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of fire in the city, the police superintendent can impose his authority upon 
the citizens, but when there is an all-out attack on the city, he is rendered 
useless. As the life air was ready to leave the gross body, the subtle body 
also began to experience pain. 


TEXT 14 


a FS add GH Geprpteawy: | 
TARTAN BIRAMT ATA lI2eIt 


na seke so ‘vitum tatra 
puru-krcchroru-vepathuh 

gantum aicchat tato urksa- 
kotarad iva sanalat 


na—not; seke—was able; sah—he; avitum—to protect; tatra—there; puru— 
very much; krcechra—difficulty ; uru—great; vepathuh—suffering; gantum—to 
go out; alcchat—desired; tatah—from there; vrksa—of a tree; kotarat—from 
the hollow; iva—like; sa-analat—on fire. 


TRANSLATION 


As a serpent living within the cavity of a tree wishes to leave when there 
is a forest fire, so the city’s police superintendent, the snake, wished to leave 
the city due to the fire’s severe heat. 


PURPORT 


It becomes very difficult for snakes to leave a forest when there is a fire. 
Other animals may flee due to their long legs, but serpents, only being able 
to crawl, are generally burned in the fire. At the last stage, the limbs of the 
body are not as much affected as the life air. 


TEXT 15 
fafraraat afé aeqizaites: | 
Tada «|| Uae aT ENN 


sithilavayavo yarhi 
gandharvair hrta-paurusah 
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yavanair aribhi rajann 


uparuddho ruroda ha 


sithila—slackened; avayavah—his limbs; yarhi—when; gandharvaih—by 
the Gandharvas; hrta— defeated; paurusah—his bodily strength; yavanaih— 
by the Yavanas; aribhih—by the enemies; rajan—O King Pracinabarhisat; 
uparuddhah—being checked; ruroda—cried loudly; ha—indeed. 


TRANSLATION 


The limbs of the serpent’s body were slackened by the Gandharvas and 
Yavana soldiers, who had thoroughly defeated his bodily strength. When he 
attempted to leave the body, he was checked by his enemies. Being thus 
baffled in his attempt, he began to cry loudly. 


PURPORT 
At the last stage of life, the different gates of the body are choked by 


the effects of disease, which are caused by an imbalance of bile, mucus and 
air. Thus the living entity cannot clearly express his difficulties, and sur- 
rounding relatives hear the sound “ghura ghura” from a dying man. In his 
Mukunda-mala-stotra, King Kulasekhara states: 


krsna tvadiya-pada-parikaja-paitjarantam 
adyaiva me visatu manasa-raja-hamsah 

prana-prayana-samaye kapha-vata-pittaih 
kanthavarodhana-vidhau smaranam kutas te 


‘“‘My dear Krsna, please help me die immediately so that the swan of my 
mind may be encircled by the stem of Your lotus feet. Otherwise at the time 
of my final breath, when my throat is choked up, how will it be possible 
for me to think of You?’’ The swan takes great pleasure in diving within 
water and being encircled by the stem of the lotus flower. This entanglement 
is sporting joy. If, in our healthy condition, we think of the lotus feet of 
the Lord and die, it is most fortunate. In old age, at the time of death, the 
throat sometimes becomes choked with mucus or blocked by air. At such a 
time the sound vibration of Hare Krsna, the maha-mantra, may not come 
out. Thus one may forget Krsna. Of course those who are strong in Krsna 
consciousness cannot possibly forget Krsna at any stage because they are 
accustomed to chanting the Hare Krsna mantra, especially when there is a 
signal from death. 
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TEXT 16 


aftg: gratia ASTANA | 
earahas afea fang TearyTesgll 2 al 


duhitrh putra-pautrams ca 
jami-jamatr-parsadan 

svatvavasistam yat kincid 
grha-koSa-paricchadam 


duhitth— daughters; putra—sons; pautran—grandsons; ca—and; jami— 
daughters-in-law; jamatr—sons-in-law; parsadan—associates; svatva— 
property; avasistam—remaining; yat kincit—whatever; grha—home; kosa— 
accumulation of wealth; paricchadam—household paraphernalia. 


TRANSLATION 


King Purarijana then began to think of his daughters, sons, grandsons, 
daughters-in-law, sons-in-law, servants and other associates as well as his 
house, his household paraphernalia and his little accumulation of wealth. 


PURPORT 


It is not infrequent for a person overly attached to the material body to 
request a physician to prolong his life at least for some time. If the so-called 
scientific physician is able to prolong one’s life for a few minutes through 
the use of oxygen or other medicines, he thinks that he is very successful 
in his attempts, although ultimately the patient will die. This is called the 
struggle for existence. At the time of death both patient and physician still 
think of prolonging life, although all the constituents of the body are 
practically dead and gone. 


TEXT 17 


wé waft ater aey Fafegel | 
TN TARA stat fevatey safers 112911 


aham mameti svikrtya 
grhesu kumatir grhi 

dadhyau pramadaya dino 
vipray oga upasthite 
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aham—I; mama—mine; iti—thus; su-krtya—accepting; grhesu—in the 
home; ku-matih—whose mind is full of obnoxious thoughts; grhi—the 
householder; dadhyau—turn his attention to; pramadaya—with his wife; 
dinah—very poor; viprayoge—when separation; upasthite— occurred. 


TRANSLATION 


King Purafijana was overly attached to his family and conceptions of “I” 
and “mine.”’ Because he was overly attracted to his wife, he was already 
quite poverty-stricken. At the time of separation, he became very sorry. 


PURPORT 


It is clear in this verse that at the time of death thoughts of material 
enjoyment do not go away. This indicates that the living entity, the soul, 
is carried by the subtle body—mind, intelligence and ego. Due to false ego, 
the living entity still wants to enjoy the material world, and for want of 
material enjoyment he becomes sorry or sad. He still makes intellectual 
plans to further his existence, and therefore, although he gives up the gross 
body, he is carried by the subtle body to another gross body. The trans- 
migration of the subtle body is never visible to material eyes; there- 
fore when one gives up the gross body, we think that he is finished. 
Plans for material enjoyment are made by the subtle body, and the gross 
body is the instrument for enjoying these plans. Thus the gross body can 
be compared to the wife, for the wife is the agent for all kinds of sense 
gratification. Because of long association with the gross body, the living 
entity becomes very sad to be separated from it. The mental activity of the 
living entity obliges him to accept another gross body and continue his 
material existence. 

The Sanskrit word stri means “expansion.” Through the wife one expands 
his various objects of attraction—sons, daughters, grandsons, and so on. 
Attachment to family members becomes very prominent at the time of 
death. One often sees that just before leaving his body a man may call for 
his beloved son to give him charge of his wife and other paraphernalia. He 
may say, “My dear boy, I am being forced to leave. Please take charge of 
the family affairs.” He speaks in this way, not even knowing his destination. 


TEXT 18 


NSN Waal TAM Beteat | 
afieaa wai TAN TWearagqaradt Ill 
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lokantaram gatavati 
mayy anatha kutumbint 
vartisyate katham tv esa 
balakan anusocati 


loka-antaram—into a different life; gatavati mayi—when | am gone; 
anatha—bereft of husband; kutumbini—surrounded by all family members; 
vartisyate—will exist; katham—how; tu—then; esa—this woman; balakan— 
children; anusocati—lamenting about. 


TRANSLATION 


King Purarijana was anxiously thinking, “Alas, my wife is encumbered 
by so many children. When I pass from this body, how will she be able to 
maintain all these family members? Alas, she will be greatly harassed by 
thoughts of family maintenance.” 


PURPORT 


All these thoughts of one’s wife indicate that the King was overly 
engrossed with the thoughts of woman. Generally a chaste woman becomes 
a very obedient wife. This causes a husband to become attached to his wife, 
and consequently he thinks of his wife very much at the time of death. 
This is a very dangerous situation, as is evident from the life of King 
Puranjana. If one thinks of his wife instead of Krsna at the time of death, 
he will certainly not return home, back to Godhead, but will be forced to 
accept the body of a woman and thus begin another chapter of material 
existence. 


TEXT 19 
TA ATA UE AAA Alla AIT | 
afl ee aden afeard aaa U2 SI 


na mayy anasite bhurnkte 
nasnate snati mat-para 

mayiruste susantrasta 
bhartsite yata-vag bhayat 


na—never; mayi—when |; anasite—had not eaten; bhurikte—she would 
eat; na—never; asnate—had not taken bath; snati—she would take her bath; 
mat-para—always devoted to me; mayi—when |; ruste—was angry; su- 
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santrasta—very much frightened; bhartsite—when I chastised; yata-vak— 
fully controlled of words; bhayat—out of fear. 


TRANSLATION 


King Puranjana then began to think of his past dealings with his wife. He 
recalled that his wife would not take her dinner until he had finished his, 
that she would not take her bath until he had finished his, and that she 
was always very much attached to him, so much so that if he would some- 
times become angry and chastise her, she would simply remain silent and 
tolerate his misbehavior. 


PURPORT 


A wife is always supposed to be submissive to her husband. Submission, 
mild behavior and subservience are qualities in a wife which make a hus- 
band very thoughtful of her. For family life it is very good for a husband 
to be attached to his wife, but it is not very good for spiritual advancement. 
Thus Krsna consciousness must be established in every home. If a husband 
and wife are very much attached to one another in Krsna consciousness, 
they will both benefit because Krsna is the center of their existence. Other- 
wise, if the husband is too much attached to his wife, he becomes a woman 
in his next life. The woman, being overly attached to her husband, becomes 
a man in her next life. Of course, it is an advantage for a woman to become 
a man, but it is not at all advantageous for the man to become a woman. 


TEXT 20 


Tatraa alas eaha alee | 
alaq aati atearty Faia 120 


prabodhayati mavijiiam 
vyusite Soka-karsita 

vartmaitad grha-medhiyam 
vira-sitr api nesyati 


prabodhayati—gives good counsel; ma—unto me; avijfiam—foolish; 
vyusite—at the time of my being away; Soka—by aggrievement; karsita— 
being aggrieved and thus dried up; vartma—path; etat—this; grha-medhtyam 
—of household responsibilities; vira-sih—the mother of great heroes; api— 
although; nesyati—will she be able to execute. 
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TRANSLATION 


King Puranjana continued thinking how, when he was in a state of 
bewilderment, his wife would give him good counsel and how she would 
become aggrieved when he was away from home. Although she was the 
mother of so many sons and heroes, the King still feared that she would not 
be able to maintain the responsibility of household affairs. 


PURPORT 


At the time of death King Puranjana was thinking of his wife, and this is 
called polluted consciousness. As Lord Krsna explains in Bhagavad-gita: 


mamaivamso jiva-loke 
jiva-bhitah sanatanah 

manah sasthanindriyani 
prakrti-sthani karsati 


“The living entities in this conditioned world are My eternal, fragmental 
parts. Due to conditioned life, they are struggling very hard with the six 
senses, which include the mind.” (Bg. 15.7) 

The living entity is, after all, part and parcel of the Supreme Spirit, 
Krsna. In other words, Krsna’s constitutional position and the living entity’s 
constitutional position are the same qualitatively. The only difference is 
that the living entity is eternally an atomic particle of the Supreme Spirit. 
Mamaivaméo jiva-loke jiva-bhitah sanatanah. In this material world of con- 
ditional life, the fragmental portion of the Supreme Lord, the individual 
soul, is struggling due to his contaminated mind and consciousness. As part 
and parcel of the Supreme Lord, a living entity is supposed to think of Krsna, 
but here we see that King Puranjana (the living entity) is thinking of a 
woman. Such mental absorption with some sense object brings about the 
living entity’s struggle for existence in this material world. Since King 
Purarijana is thinking of his wife, his struggle for existence in the material 
world will not be ended by death. As revealed in the following verses, 
King Puranjana had to accept the body of a woman in his next life due to 
his being overly absorbed in thoughts of his wife. Thus mental absorption 
in social, political, pseudo-religious, national and communal consciousness 
is cause for bondage. During one’s lifetime one has to change his activities 
in order to attain release from bondage. This is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita: 


yajiiarthat karmano ‘nyatra 
loko ’yam karma-bandhanah 
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tad-artham karma kaunteya 
mukta-sangah samacara 


‘Work done as a sacrifice for Visnu has to be performed, otherwise work 
binds one to this material world. Therefore, O son of Kunti, perform your 
prescribed duties for His satisfaction, and in that way you will always remain 
unattached and free from bondage.” (Bg. 3.9) If we do not change our 
consciousness in this life, whatever we do in the name of social, political, 
religious or communal and national welfare will be the cause of our bondage. 
This means we have to continue in material conditional life. When the 
mind and senses are engaged in material activities, one has to continue his 
material existence and struggle to attain happiness. In each and every life, 
one is engaged in the struggle to become happy. Actually no one in this 
material world is happy, but the struggle gives a false sense of happiness. 
A person must work very hard, and when he attains the result of his hard 
work, he thinks himself happy. In the material world people do not know 
what real happiness is. Real happiness is to be attained by transcendental 
senses. 
yatroparamate cittam 
niruddham yoga-sevaya 
yatra caivatmanatmanam 
pasyann atmani tusyati 


sukham atyantikam yat tad 
buddhi-grahyam atindriyam 
vetti yatra na caivayam 
sthitas calati tattvatah 


yam labdhva caparam labham 
manyate nadhikam tatah 

yasmin sthito na duhkhena 
gurunapi vicalyate 

tam vidyad duhkha-samyoga- 
vlyogam yoga-samjnitam 


‘In the stage of perfection called trance, or samadhi, one’s mind is com- 
pletely restrained from material mental activities by practice of yoga. This 
is characterized by one’s ability to see the self by the pure mind and to 
relish and rejoice in the self. In that joyous state, one is situated in boundless 
transcendental happiness and enjoys himself through transcendental senses. 
Established thus, one never departs from the truth, and upon gaining this 
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he thinks there is no greater gain. Being situated in such a position, one is 
never shaken, even in the midst of greatest difficulty. This indeed is actual 
freedom from all miseries arising from material contact.” (Bg. 6.20-23) 

Thus real happiness must be appreciated by one’s transcendental senses. 
Unless one is purified, the transcendental senses are not manifest; therefore 
to purify the senses one must take to Krsna consciousness and engage the 
senses in the service of the Lord. Then there will be real happiness and 
liberation. 

It is stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


Sariram yad avapnoti 

yac capy utkramatisvarah 
grhitvaitani samyati 

vayur gandhan ivasayat 


“The living entity in the material world carries his different conceptions 
of life from one body to another as the air carries aromas.” (Bg. 15.8) 

If the wind passes over a garden of roses, it will carry the aroma of 
roses, and if it passes over a filthy place, it will carry the stench of 
obnoxious things. Similarly, King Puranjana, the living entity, now passes 
the air of his life over his wife, a woman; therefore he has to accept the 
body of a woman in his next life. 


TEXT 21 


at Saar Slat aaa: | 
afaivara af aa fireera sate 122i 


katham nu daraka dina 
darakir vaparayanah 

vartisyante mayi gate 
bhinna-nava ivodadhau 


katham—how; nu—indeed; darakah—sons; dinah—poor; darakih— 
daughters; va— or; aparayanah— having no one else to depend on; vartisyante 
—will live; mayi—when I; gate—gone from this world; bhinna—broken; 
navah— boat; itva—like; udadhau—in the ocean. 


TRANSLATION 


King Purafijana continued worrying: “After I pass from this world, how 
will my sons and daughters, who are now fully dependent on me, live and 
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continue their lives? Their position will be similar to that of passengers 
aboard a ship wrecked in the midst of the ocean.” 


PURPORT 


At the time of death every living entity worries about what will happen 
to his wife and children. Similarly, a politician also worries about what will 
happen to his country or his political party. Unless one is fully Krsna 
conscious, he has to accept a body in the next life according to his particu- 
lar state of consciousness. Since Puranijana is thinking of his wife and chil- 
dren and is overly engrossed in thoughts of his wife, he will accept the body 
of a woman. Similarly, a politician or so-called nationalist who is inordi- 
nately attached to the land of his birth will certainly be reborn in the same 
land after ending his political career. One’s next life will also be affected 
by the acts one performs during this life. Sometimes politicians act most 
sinfully for their own sense gratification. It is not unusual for a politician 
to kill the opposing party. Even though a politician may be allowed to 
take birth in his so-called homeland, he still has to undergo suffering due 
to his sinful activities in his previous life. 

This science of transmigration is completely unknown to modern 
scientists. So-called scientists do not like to bother with these things 
because if they would at all consider this subtle subject matter and the 
problems of life, they would see that their future is very dark. Thus they 
try to avoid considering the future and continue committing all kinds of 
sinful activities in the name of social, political and national necessity. 


TEXT 22 
we SOT TAM WATE | 
Tid seed «= aeareayad [122 


evam krpanaya buddhya 
§ocantam atad-arhanam 

grahitum krta-dhir enam 
bhaya-namabhyapadyata 


evam—thus; krpanaya—by miserly; buddhya—intelligence; socantam— 
lamenting; a-tat-arhanam—on which he should not have lamented; grahitum 
—in order to arrest; krta-dhih—the determined King of the Yavanas; enam— 
him; bhaya-nama—whose name was fear; abhyapadyata—came there im- 
mediately. 
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TRANSLATION 


Although King Purafijana should not have lamented over the fate of his 
wife and children, he nonetheless did so due to his miserly intelligence. In 
the meantime, Yavana-raja, whose name was fear itself, immediately drew 
near to arrest him. 


PURPORT 


Foolish people do not know that every individual soul is responsible for 
his own actions and reactions in life. As long as a living entity in the form 
of a child or boy is innocent, it is the duty of the father and mother to 
lead him into a proper understanding of the values of life. When a child is 
grown, it should be left up to him to execute the duties of life properly. 
The parent, after his death, cannot help his child. A father may leave some 
estate for his children’s immediate help, but he should not be overly 
absorbed in thoughts of how his family will survive after his death. This is 
the disease of the conditioned soul. Not only does he commit sinful activi- 
ties for his own sense gratification, but he accumulates great wealth to 
leave behind so that his children may also gorgeously arrange for sense 
gratification. 

In any case, everyone is afraid of death, and therefore death is called 
bhaya, or fear. Although King Purafjana was engaged in thinking of his 
wife and children, death did not wait for him. Death does not wait for any 
man; it will immediately carry out its duty. Since death must take away 
the living entity without hesitation, it is the ultimate God realization of the 
atheists, who spoil their lives thinking of country, society and relatives, to 
the neglect of God consciousness. In this verse the word atad-arhanam is 
very significant, for it means that one should not be overly engaged in 
welfare activities for one’s family members, countrymen, society and com- 
munity. None of these will help a person to advance spiritually. Unfortu- 
nately, in present day society so-called educated men have no idea what 
spiritual progress is. Although they have the opportunity in the human form 
of life to make spiritual progress, they remain misers. They use their lives 
improperly and simply waste them thinking about the material welfare of 
their relatives, countrymen, society and so on. One’s actual duty is to learn 
how to conquer death. Lord Krsna states the process of conquering death 
in Bhagavad-gita: 

janma karma ca me divyam 
evam yo vetti tattvatah 

tyaktva deham punar janma 
naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna 
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‘One who knows the transcendental nature of My appearance and activities 
does not, upon leaving the body, take his birth again in this material world, 
but attains My eternal abode, O Arjuna.” (Bg. 4.9) 

After giving up this body, one who is fully Krsna conscious does not 
accept another material body but returns home, back to Godhead. Every- 
one should try to attain this perfection. Unfortunately, instead of doing so, 
people are absorbed in thoughts of society, friendship, love and relatives. 
This Krsna consciousness movement, however, is educating people through- 
out the world and informing them how to conquer death. Harim vina na 
srtim tarantt. One cannot conquer death without taking shelter of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


TEXT 23 


THA ates: ae qaT | 
FATHIUM: Wan BINT Rall 


pasuvad yavanair esa 
niyamanah svakam ksayam 

anvadravann anupathah 
Socanto bhrsam aturah 


pasu-vat—like an animal; yavanaih—by the Yavanas; esah—Purafjana; 
niyamanah— being arrested and taken away ;svakam-— to their own; ksayam— 
abode; anvadravan— followed; anupathah— his attendants; socantah—lament- 
ing; bhrsam—greatly; aturdh—being distressed. 


TRANSLATION 


When the Yavanas were taking King Puranjana away to their place, 
binding him like an animal, the King’s followers became greatly aggrieved. 
While they lamented, they were forced to go along with him. 


PURPORT 


When Yamaraja and his assistants take a living entity away to the place 
of judgment, the life, life air and desires, being followers of the living entity, 
also go with him. This is confirmed in the Vedas. When the living entity is 
taken away or arrested by Yamaraja (tam utkramantam), the life air also 
goes with him (prano ‘nittkramati), and when the life air is gone (pranam 
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anittkramantam), all the senses (sarve pranah) also go along (anittkramantt). 
When the living entity and the life air are gone, the lump of matter produced 
of five elements—earth, water, air, fire and ether—is rejected and left 
behind. The living entity then goes to the court of judgment, and Yamaraja 
decides what kind of body he is going to get next. This process is unknown 
to modern scientists. Every living entity is responsible for his activities in 
this life, and after death he is taken to the court of Yamaraja, where it is 
decided what kind of body he will take next. Although the gross material 
body is left, the living entity and his desires, as well as the resultant reactions 
of his past activities, go on. It is Yamaraja who decides what kind of body 
one gets next in accordance with one’s past actions. 


TEXT 24 
gt flertura set BART: | 
Tal Aaara Ga aon sats Ta evil 


purim vihayopagata 
uparuddho bhujangamah 

yada tam evanu puri 
visirna prakrtim gata 


purim—the city; vihaya—having given up; upagatah—gone out; uparuddhah 
—arrested; bhujaigamah—the serpent; yada—when; tam—him; eva—certainly; 
anu—after; puri—the city; visirnd—scattered; prakrttm— matter; gata— turned 
into. 
TRANSLATION 


The serpent, who had already been arrested by the soldiers of Yavana- 
raja and was out of the city, began to follow his master along with the 
others. As soon as they all left the city, it was immediately dismantled and 
smashed to dust. 


PURPORT 


When the living entity is arrested, all his followers—namely the life air, 
the senses and sense objects—immediately leave the lump of matter, the 
body. When the living entity and his companions leave, the body no longer 
works but turns into basic material elements—earth, water, fire, air and 
ether. When a city attacked by enemies is vacated by its inhabitants, the 
enemy immediately takes advantage of that city and bombards it to smash 
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the whole thing to dust. When we say, “Dust thou art, and unto dust thou 
shall return,” we refer to the body. When a city is attacked and bombarded 
by enemies, the citizens generally leave, and the city ceases to exist. 

It is a foolish person who engages in improving the condition of a city 
without caring for the citizens or inhabitants. Similarly, a living entity who 
is not properly enlightened in spiritual knowledge simply takes care of the 
external body, not knowing that the spirit soul is the principal factor 
within the body. When one is advanced in spiritual knowledge, the spirit 
soul is saved from eternal transmigration. The Bhaégavatam considers those 
who are attached to their bodies to be like cows and asses (sa eva go-kharah). 
The cow is a very innocent animal, and the ass is a beast of burden. One 
who labors under the bodily conception simply works like an ass and does 
not know his self-interest. It is therefore said: 


yasyatma-buddhih kunape tri-dhatuke 
sva-dhih kalatradisu bhauma ijya-dhih 

yat-tirtha-buddhih salile na karhicij 
Janesv abhijfiesu sa eva go-kharah 


‘“‘A human being who identifies this body made of three elements with his 
self, who considers the by-products of the body to be his kinsmen, who 
considers the land of birth as worshipable, and who goes to the place of 
pilgrimage simply to take a bath rather than meet men of transcendental 
knowledge there, is to be considered like an ass or a cow.” (Bhag. 10.84.13) 

Human civilization devoid of Krsna consciousness is simply a civilization 
of lower animals. Sometimes such a civilization may study the dead body 
and consider the brain or the heart. However, no part of the body is im- 
portant unless the spirit soul is present. In a modern civilization of cows 
and asses, scientists try to search out some value in the brain or heart of a 
dead man. 


TEXT 25 
SAAN: TAT AltA FTA | 
WMaKIAAISSHAT: TA FEF FT NRE 
vikrsyamanah prasabham 
yavanena baliyasa 


navindat tamasavistah 
sakhayam suhrdam purah 
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vikrsyamanah—being dragged; prasabham—forcibly; yavanena—by the 
Yavana; baliyasd—who was very powerful; na avindat—could not remember; 
tamasa—by darkness of ignorance; avistah— being covered; sakhayam—his 
friend; suhrdam—always a well-wisher; purah—from the very beginning. 


TRANSLATION 


When King Puranijana was being dragged with great force by the powerful 
Yavana, out of his gross ignorance he still could not remember his friend 
and well-wisher, the Supersoul. 


PURPORT 
In Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says: 


bhoktaram yajria-tapasam 
sarva-loka-mahesvaram 

suhrdam sarva-bhitanam 
Jnatva mam Ssantim rechati 


‘The sages, knowing Me as the ultimate purpose of all sacrifices and 
austerities, the Supreme Lord of all planets and demigods and the bene- 
factor and well-wisher of all living entities, attain peace from the pangs of 
material miseries.” (Bg. 5.29) 

A person can be in full Krsna consciousness and become happy and 
satisfied if he knows but three things—namely, that the Supreme Lord 
Krsna is the enjoyer of all benefits, that He is the proprietor of everything, 
and that He is thesupreme friend of all living entities. If one does not know 
this and functions instead under the bodily conception, he is always 
harassed by the tribulations offered by material nature. In actuality, the 
Supreme Lord is sitting by the side of everyone. 


ifvarah sarva-bhitanam 
hrd-dese ‘rjuna tisthati 

bhramayan sarva-bhitani 
yantraridhani mayaya 


“The Supreme Lord is situated in everyone’s heart, O Arjuna, and is 
directing the wanderings of all living entities, who are seated as on a 
machine, made of the material energy.” (Bg. 18.61) 

The living entity and the Supersoul are sitting side by side in the same 
tree, but despite being harassed by the laws of material nature, the foolish 
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living entity does not turn toward the Supreme Personality of Godhead for 
protection. However, he thinks that he is able to protect himself from the 
stringent laws of material nature. This, however, is not possible. The living 
entity must turn toward the Supreme Personality of Godhead and surrender 
unto Him. Only then will he be saved from the onslaught of the powerful 
Yavana, or Y amaraja. 

The word sakhayam (friend) is very significant in this verse because God 
is eternally present beside the living entity. The Supreme Lord is also 
described as suhrdam (ever well-wisher). The Supreme Lord is always a well- 
wisher, just like a father or mother. Despite all the offenses of a son, the 
father and mother are always the son’s well-wisher. Similarly, despite all 
our offenses and defiance of the desires of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, the Lord will give us immediate relief from all the hardships 
offered by material nature if we simply surrender unto Him. Lord Krsna 
also confirms this in Bhagavad-gita: 


daivi hy esa gunamayi 
mama maya duratyaya 

mam eva ye prapadyante 
mayam etam taranti te 


“This divine energy of Mine, consisting of the three modes of material 
nature, is difficult to overcome. But those who have surrendered unto Me 
can easily cross beyond it.” (Bg. 7.14) 

Unfortunately, due to our bad association and great attachment for 
sense gratification, we do not remember our best friend, the Supreme 


Personality of Godhead. 
TEXT 26 


dq qgyaaista aaa BWeaST | 
FI HPLSz: Fale ATNSANAAS TAU 


tam yajna-pasavo ‘nena 
samjnapta ye ‘dayaluna 

kutharais cicchiduh kruddhah 
smaranto ‘mivam asya tat 


tam—him; yajfia-pasavah—the sacrificial animals; anena—by him; 
samjnaptah—killed; ye—all of them who; adayaluna—by the most unkind; 
kutharaih—by axes; cicchiduh—pierced to pieces; kruddhah—being very 
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angry; smarantah— remembering; amivam— sinful activity; asya—of him; tat— 
that. 
TRANSLATION 


That most unkind king, Puranijana, killed many animals in various 
sacrifices. Now, taking advantage of this opportunity, all these animals 
began to pierce him with their horns. It was as though he were being cut 
to pieces by axes. 


PURPORT 


Those who are very enthusiastic about killing animals in the name of 
religion or for food must await similar punishment after death. The word 
mamsa (meat) indicates that those animals whom we kill will be given an 
opportunity to kill us. Although in actuality no living entity is killed, the 
pains of being pierced by the horns of animals will be experienced after 
death. Not knowing this, rascals unhesitatingly go on killing poor animals. 
So-called human civilization has opened many slaughterhouses for animals 
in the name of religion or food. Those who are a little religious kill animals 
in temples, mosques or synagogues, and those who are more fallen main- 
tain various slaughterhouses. Just as in civilized human society the law is a 
life for a life, similarly, no living entity can encroach upon another living 
entity as far as the Supreme Lord is concerned. Everyone should be given 
freedom to live at the cost of the Supreme Father, and animal killing—either 
for religion or for food—is always condemned by the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. In Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says: 


tan aham dvuisatah kriiran 
samsaresu naradhaman 

ksipamy ajasram asubhan 
dsurisv eva yonisu 


“Those who are envious and mischievous, who are the lowest among men, 
are cast by Me into the ocean of material existence, into various demoniac 
species of life.”’ (Bg. 16.19) 

The animal killers (dvisatah), envying other living entities and the Su- 
preme Personality of Godhead, are placed in darkness and cannot under- 
stand the theme and objective of life. This is further explained in the 
following verses. 


TEXT 27 
TATUM TAA AM AVIa: AA: | 
ee CC Me ACE 34. CPT ESOT 
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ananta-pare tamast 
magno nasta-smrtih samah 
Sasvatir anubhiyartim 
pramada-satiga-disitah 


ananta-pare—unlimitedly expanded; tamasi—im the material existence of 
darkness; magnah—being merged; nasta-smrtih—bereft of all intelligence; 
samah—for many years; Sasvatih— practically eternally; anubhiiya—experi- 
encing; artim—the threefold miseries; pramada—of women; sanga—by 
association; diisitah—being contaminated. 


TRANSLATION 


Due to his contaminated association with women, a living entity like 
King Puranjana eternally suffers all the pangs of material existence and 
remains in the dark region of material life bereft of all remembrance for 
many, many years. 


PURPORT 


This is a description of material existence. Material existence is experi- 
enced when one becomes attached to a woman and forgets his real identity 
as the eternal servant of Krsna (nasta-smrtih ). In this way, in one body after 
another, the living entity perpetually suffers the threefold miseries of 
material existence. To save human civilization from the darkness of igno- 
rance, this movement was started. The main purpose of the Krsna conscious- 
ness movement is to enlighten the forgetful living entity and remind him of 
his original Krsna consciousness. In this way the living entity can be saved 
from the catastrophe of ignorance as well as bodily transmigration. As 
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has sung: 


anadi karama-phale, padi’ bhavarnava-jale, 
taribare nd dekhi updya 

e visaya-halahale, diva-nisi hiya jvale, 
mana kabhu sukha nahi paya 


“Because of my past fruitive activities, I have now fallen into an ocean of 
nescience. I cannot find any means to get out of this great ocean, which is 
indeed like an ocean of poison. We are trying to be happy through sense 
enjoyment, but actually that so-called enjoyment is like food that is too 
hot and causes burning in the heart. I feel a burning sensation constantly, 
day and night, and thus my mind cannot find satisfaction.” 
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Material existence is always full of anxiety. People are always trying to 
find many ways to mitigate anxiety, but because they are not guided by a 
real leader, they try to forget material anxiety through drink and sex 
indulgence. Foolish people do not know that by attempting to escape 
anxiety by drink and sex, they simply increase their duration of material 
life. It is not possible to escape material anxiety in this way. 

The word pramada-sariga-diisitah indicates that apart from all other 
contamination, if one simply remains attached to a woman, that single 
contamination will be sufficient to prolong one’s miserable material 
existence. Consequently, in Vedic civilization one is trained from the 
beginning to give up attachment for women. The first stage of life is 
brah macari, the second stage grhastha, the third stage vanaprastha, and the 
fourth stage sannyasa. All these stages are devised to enable one to detach 
himself from the association of women. 


TEXT 28 


TAT AAA WH TT FASTA | 
aint fata cafter Fei Rell 


tam eva manasa grhnan 
babhiva pramadottama 

anantaram vidarbhasya 
raja-simhasya vesmanti 


tam—her; eva—certainly; manasa—by the mind; grhnan—accepting; 
babhiiva—became; pramada—woman; uttama—highly situated; anantaram— 
after death; vidarbhasya—of Vidarbha; raja-simhasya—of the most powerful 
king; vesmani—at the house. 


TRANSLATION 


King Purarijana gave up his body while remembering his wife, and conse- 
quently in his next life he became a very beautiful and well-situated woman. 
He took his next birth as the daughter of King Vidarbha in the very house 
of the King. 


PURPORT 
Since King Purafijana thought of his wife at the time of death, he 


attained the body of a woman in his next birth. This verifies the following 
verse in Bhagavad-gita: 
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yam yam vapi smaran bhavam 
tyajaty ante kalevaram 

tam tam evaiti kaunteya 
sada tad-bhava-bhavitah 


‘Whatever state of being one remembers when he quits his body, that 
state he will attain without fail.” (Bg. 8.6) 

When a living entity is accustomed to think of a particular subject 
matter or become absorbed in a certain type of thought, he will think of 
that subject at the time of death. At the time of death, one will think of 
the subject that has occupied his life while he was awake, lightly sleeping 
or dreaming, or while he was deeply sleeping. After falling from the 
association of the Supreme Lord, the living entity thus transmigrates from 
one bodily form to another according to nature’s course, until he finally 
attains the human form. If he is absorbed in material thoughts and ignorant 
of spiritual life, and if he does not take shelter under the lotus feet of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Govinda, who solves all questions of 
birth and death, he will become a woman in the next life, especially if he 
thinks of his wife. As stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam: karmana daiva- 
netrena. A living entity acts piously and impiously, and sometimes in both 
ways. All actions are taken into account, and the living entity is offered a 
new body by his superiors. Although King Purarijana was overly attached 
to his wife, he nonetheless performed many pious fruitive activities. 
Consequently, although he took the form of a woman, he was given a 
chance to be the daughter of a powerful king. As confirmed in Bhagavad- 
a prapya punya-krtam lokan 

usitva Sasvatith samah 
Sucinam srimatam gehe 
yoga-bhrasto ’bhijayate 


“The unsuccessful yogi, after many, many years of enjoyment on the 
planets of the pious living entities, is born into a family of righteous 
people, or into a family of rich aristocracy.” (Bg. 6.41) 

If a person falls from the path of bhakti-yoga, God realization, due 
to attachment to fruitive activity, philosophical speculation or mystic 
yoga, he is given a chance to take birth in a high and rich family. The 
higher authorities appointed by the Supreme Personality of Godhead thus 
render justice to the living entity according to the living entity’s desires. 
Although King Purarijana was overly absorbed in thoughts of his wife and 
thus became a woman, he nonetheless took birth in the family of a king 
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due to his previous pious activities. The conclusion is that all our activities 
are taken into consideration before we are awarded another body. Narada 
Muni therefore advised Vyasadeva to take to Krsna consciousness, 
devotional service, and abandon all ordinary occupational duties. This 
advice was also given by Lord Krsna Himself. Although a devotee may fall 
from the path of spiritual consciousness, he will nonetheless attain a 
human body in the home of a devotee or a rich man. In this way one can 
resume his devotional service. 


TEXT 29 


sway atdant sail aac | 
fey FeahSTea WAHIAWA: TEATS: URI 


upayeme virya-panam 
vaidarbhim malaya-dhvajah 

yudhi nirjitya rajanyan 
pandyah para-puranjayah 


upayeme—married; virya—of valor or prowess; panam—the prize; 
vaidarbhim— daughter of Vidarbha; mala ya-dhvajah— Malayadhvaja; yudhi— 
in the fight; nirjitya—after conquering; rajanyén— other princes; pandyah— 
best of the learned, or born in the country known as Pandu; para—transcen- 
dental; puram—city ; jayah—conqueror. 


TRANSLATION 


It was fixed that Vaidarbhi, daughter of King Vidarbha, was to be 
married to a very powerful man, Malayadhvaja, an inhabitant of the 


Pandu country. After conquering other princes, he married the daughter 
of King Vidarbha. 


PURPORT 


It is customary among ksatriyas for a princess to be offered under certain 
conditions. For instance, Draupadi was offered in marriage to one who 
could pierce a fish with an arrow simply by seeing the reflection of that 
fish. Krsna married one of His queens after conquering seven strong bulls. 
The Vedic system is for a daughter of a king to be offered under certain 
conditions. Vaidarbhi, the daughter of Vidarbha, was offered to a great 
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devotee and powerful king. Since King Malayadhvayja was both a powerful 
king and great devotee, he fulfilled all the requirements. The name 
Malayadhvaja signifies a great devotee who stands as firm as Malaya Hill, 
and, through his propaganda, makes other devotees similarly as firm. Such 
a maha-bhagavata can prevail over the opinions of all others. A strong 
devotee makes propaganda against all other spiritual conceptions—namely 
jiiana, karma and yoga. With his devotional flag unfurled, he always stands 
fast to conquer other conceptions of transcendental realization. Whenever 
there is an argument between a devotee and a nondevotee, the pure, strong 
devotee comes out victorious. 

The word pandya comes from the word panda meaning knowledge. 
Unless one is highly learned, he cannot conquer nondevotional conceptions. 
The word para means transcendental, and pura means city. The para-pura 
is Vaikuntha, the kingdom of God, and the word jaya refers to one who 
can conquer. This means that a pure devotee, who is strong in devotional 
service and who has conquered all nondevotional conceptions, can also 
conquer the kingdom of God. In other words, one can conquer the king- 
dom of God, Vaikuntha, only by rendering devotional service. The 
Supreme Personality of Godhead is called ajita, meaning that no one can 
conquer Him, but a devotee, by strong devotional service and sincere 
attachment to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, can easily conquer 
Him. Lord Krsna is fear personified for everyone, but He voluntarily 
agreed to fear the stick of mother Yasoda. Krsna, God, cannot be con- 
quered by anyone but His devotee. Such a devotee kindly married the 
daughter of King Vidarbha. 


TEXT 30 


TAT HATS BRST AAT | 
Ta: AA Ta aa Afreqyt: loll 


tasyam sa janayan cakra 
atmajam asiteksanam 
yaviyasah sapta sutan 


sapta dravida-bhiibhrtah 


tasyam—through her; sah—the King; janayam cakre—begot; atma-jam— 
daughter; astta—blue or black; tksanam—whose eyes; yaviyasah —younger, 
very powerful; sapta— seven; sutan—sons; sapta—seven; dravida— province of 
Dravida or south India; bh&—of the land; bhrtah—kings. 
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TRANSLATION 


King Malayadhvaja fathered one daughter, who had very black eyes. He 
also had seven sons, who later became rulers of that tract of land known 
as Dravida. Thus there were seven kings in that land. 


PURPORT 


King Malayadhvaja was a great devotee, and after he married the daughter 
of King Vidarbha, he gave her one nice daughter, whose eyes were black. 
Figuratively this means that the daughter of King Malayadhvaja was 
bestowed also with devotional service, for her eyes were always fixed on 
Krsna. A devotee has no vision in his life other than Krsna. The seven 
sons are the seven processes of devotional service—hearing, chanting, 
remembering, offering worship, offering prayers, rendering transcendental 
loving service and serving the lotus feet of the Lord. Of the nine types of 
devotional service, only seven were immediately given. The balance— 
friendship and surrendering everything—were to be developed later. In 
other words, devotional service is divided into two categories—namely 
vidhi-marga and raga-marga. The process of becoming friends with the Lord 
and sacrificing everything for Him belong to the category of raga-marga, 
the stage of developed devotional service. For the neophyte, the important 
processes are those of hearing and chanting (Sravanam kirtanam), 
remembering Krsna, worshiping the Deity in the temple, offering prayers 
and always engaging in the service of the Lord, and worshiping the lotus 
feet of the Lord. 

The word yavtyasah indicates that these processes are very powerful. 
After a devotee engages in the processes of Sravanam kirtanarh visnoh 
smaranam pada-sevanam arcanam vandanam dasyam, and is able to secure 
these processes, he can later become a devotee capable of rendering 
spontaneous devotional service—namely sakhyam and atma-nivedanam. 
Generally the great acaryas who preach devotional service all over the 
world belong to the category of sakhyam atma-nivedanam. A neophyte 
devotee cannot actually become a preacher. The neophyte is advised to 
execute devotional service in the seven other fields (Sravanam kirtanam, 
etc.). If one can successfully execute the preliminary seven items, he can 
in the future be situated on the platform of sakhyam dtma-nivedanam. 

The specific mention of Dravida-deSa refers to the five Dravida-desgas 
in south India. All are very strong in rendering the preliminary devotional 
processes (Sravanam kirtanam). Some great dcaryas, like Ramanujacarya 
and Madhvacarya, also came from Dravida-deSa and became great preachers. 
These were all situated on the platform of sakhyam atma-nivedanam. 
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TEXT 31 
CEAMATAT THAIS | 
Maa ATRIA TTL 


ekaikasyabhavat tesam 
rajann arbudam arbudam 

bhoksyate yad-vamsa-dharair 
mahi manv-antaram param 


eka-ekasya—of each one; abhavat—there became; tesam—of them; rajan— 
O King; arbudam—ten million; arbudam—ten million; bhoksyate—is ruled; 
yat— whose; vamsa-dharaih—by descendants; mahi— the whole world; manu- 
antaram—up to the end of one Manu; param—and afterwards. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King Pracinabarhisat, the sons of Malayadhvaja gave birth to 
many thousands and thousands of sons, and all of these have been pro- 
tecting the entire world up to the end of one Manu’s life span and even 
afterwards. 


PURPORT 


There are fourteen Manus in one day of Brahma. A manvantara, the 
life span of one Manu, is given as 71 multiplied by 4,320,000 years. 
After one such Manu passes on, another Manu begins his life span. In this 
way the life cycle of the universe is going on. As one Manu follows another, 
the cult of Krsna consciousness is being imparted, as confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gita: 


Sri bhagavan uvaca 
imam vivasvate yogam 
proktavan aham avyayam 
vivasvan manave praha 
manur iksvdkave *bravit 


“The Blessed Lord said: I instructed this imperishable science of yoga to 
the sun-god, Vivasvan, and Vivasvan instructed it to Manu, the father of 
mankind, and Manu in turn instructed it to Iksvaku.” (Bg. 4.1) 

Vivasvan, the sun-god, imparted Bhagavad-gita to one Manu, and this 
Manu imparted it to his son, who imparted it to yet another Manu. In this 
way the propagation of Krsna consciousness is never stopped. No one 
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should think that this Krsna consciousness movement is a new movement. 
As confirmed by Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam, it is a very, very 
old movement, for it has been passing down from one Manu to another. 

Among Vaisnavas there may be some difference of opinion due to 
everyone’s personal identity, but despite all personal differences, the cult 
of Krsna consciousness must go on. We can see that under the instructions 
of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami 
Maharaja began preaching the Krsna consciousness movement in an 
organized way within the past hundred years. The disciples of Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja are all Godbrothers, and 
although there are some differences of opinion, and although we are not 
acting conjointly, still every one of us is spreading this Krsna consciousness 
movement according to his own capacity and producing many disciples to 
spread it all over the world. As far as we are concerned, we have already 
started the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, and many 
thousands of Europeans and Americans have joined this movement. Indeed, 
it is spreading like wildfire. This cult of Krsna consciousness, based on the 
nine principles of devotional service (Sravanam kirtanam visnoh smaranam 
pada-sevanam/ arcanam vandanam dasyam sakhyam atma-nivedanam), will 
never be stopped. It will go on without distinction of caste, creed, color or 
country. No one can check it. 

The word bhoksyate is very important in this verse. Just as a king 
gives protection to his citizens, these devotees, following the principles of 
devotional service, will give protection to all the people of the world. The 
people of the world are very much harassed by so-called religious principled 
svamis, yogis, karmis and jfianis, but none of these can show the right 
way to become elevated to the spiritual platform. There are primarily four 
parties spreading devotional service all over the universe. These are 
the Ramanuja-sampradaya, the Madhva-sampradaya, the Visnusvami- 
sampradaya and the Nimbarka-sampradaya. The Madhva-Gaudiya- 
sampradaya in particular comes from Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. All these 
devotees are spreading this Krsna consciousness movement very widely 
and giving protection to innocent people who are being so much 
embarrassed by pseudo-avataras, svamis, yogis and others. 


TEXT 32 


ATT: INSTI FIA | 
Tat CAM sls ATE Ala: (2 
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agastyah prag duhitaram 
upayeme dhrta-vratam 

yasyam drdha-cyuto jata 
idhma-vahatmajo munih 


agastyah—the great sage Agastya Muni; prak—first; duhitaram— daughter; 
upayeme—married; dhrta-vratam—taken to vows; yasyam—through whom; 
drdha-cyutah—named Drdhacyuta; jatah-was born; idhma-vaha-named 
Idhmavaha; atma-jah—son; munih—the great sage. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage named Agastya married the first-born daughter of 
Malayadhvaja, the avowed devotee of Lord Krsna. From her one son was 
born, whose name was Drdhacyuta, and from him another son was born, 
whose name was Idhmavaha. 


PURPORT 


The name of Agastya Muniis very significant. The word agastya indicates 
that his senses do not act independently, and the word muni means 
“mind.” The mind is the center of all the senses, and in the case of 
Agastya Muni, the senses could not work independent of the mind. When 
the mind takes to the cult of bhakti, it engages in devotional service. The 
cult of bhakti (bhakti-lata) is the first daughter of Malayadhvaja, and, as 
previously described, her eyes are always upon Krsna (asiteksanam). One 
cannot render bhakti to any demigod. Bhakti can be rendered only to 
Visnu (Sravanam kirtanam visnoh). Thinking the Absolute Truth to be 
without form, the Mayavadis say that the word bhakti can apply to any 
form of worship. If this were the case, a devotee could imagine any 
demigod or any godly form and worship it. This, however, is not the real 
fact. The real fact is that bhakti can only be applied to Lord Visnu and His 
expansions. Therefore bhakti-lata is drdha-vrata, the great vow, for when 
the mind is completely engaged in devotional service, the mind does not 
fall down. If one tries to advance by other means—by karma-yoga or 
jiiana-yoga—one will fall down, but if one is fixed in bhakti, he never falls 
down. 

Thus from bhakti-lata the son Drdhacyuta is born, and from Drdhacyuta 
the next son, Idhmavaha, is born. The word idhma-vaha refers to one who 
carries wood for burning in a sacrifice when approaching a spiritual 
master. The point is that bhakti-lata, the cult of devotion, fixes one in his 
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spiritual position. One so fixed never comes down, and he begets children 
who are strict followers of the sastric injunctions. As said in the Vedas: 


tad vijnanartham sa gurum evabhigacchet 
samit-panih grotriyam brahma-nistham 


In the line of devotional service, those who are initiated are strict followers 
of the Vedic scriptural injunctions. 


TEXT 33 
frasy TART eat Tahoe: | 
aratrg: SUT TNA FOTASY 11331 


vibhajya tanayebhyah ksmam 
rajarsir malaya-dhvajah 
adriradhayisuh krsnam 
sa jagama kulacalam 


vibhajya—having divided; tanayebhyah—amongst his sons; ksmam—the 
whole world; raja-rsih—great saintly king; malaya-dhvajah— named 
Malayadhvaja; arirddhayisuh—desiring to worship; krsnam—Lord Krsna; 
sah—he; jagama—went; kulacalam—unto Kulacala. 


TRANSLATION 


After this, the great saintly king Malayadhvaja divided his entire king- 
dom amongst his sons. Then, in order to worship Lord Krsna with full 
attention, he went to a solitary place known as Kulacala. 


PURPORT 


Malayadhvaja, the great king, was certainly a maha-bhagavata, topmost 
devotee. By executing devotional service, he begot many sons and 
disciples for propagating the bhakti cult (Sravanam kirtanam visnoh). 
Actually, the entire world should be divided amongst such disciples. Every- 
one should be engaged in preaching the cult of Krsna consciousness. In 
other words, when disciples are grown up and are able to preach, the 
spiritual master should retire and sit down in a solitary place to write and 
execute nirjana-bhajana. This means sitting silently in a solitary place and 
executing devotional service. This nirjana-bhajana, which is the silent 
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worship of the Supreme Lord, is not possible for a neophyte devotee. 
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura never advised a neophyte devotee 
to go to a solitary place to engage in devotional service. Indeed, he has 
written a song in this connection: 


dusta mana, tumi kisera vaisnava? 
pratisthara tare, nirjanera ghare, 
tava hari-nama kevala kaitava 


“My dear mind, what kind of devotee are you? Simply for cheap adoration 
you sit in a solitary place and pretend to chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, 
but this is all cheating.” Thus Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura advocated 
that every devotee, under the guidance of an expert spiritual master, 
preach the bhakti cult, Krsna consciousness, all over the world. Only 
when one is mature can he sit in a solitary place and retire from preaching 
all over the world. Following this example, the devotees of the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness now render service as preachers in various 
parts of the world. Now they can allow the spiritual master to retire from 
active preaching work. In the last stage of the spiritual master’s life, the 
devotees of the spiritual master should take preaching activities into their 
own hands. In this way the spiritual master can sit down in a solitary place 
and render nirjana-bhajana. 


TEXT 34 


een Ter gar ar Aaa afte | 
ATUAT MSY SNTAT THAT 211 


hitva grhan sutan bhogan 
vaidarbhi madireksana 

anvadhavata pandyesaim 
jyotsneva rajani-karam 


hitva—giving up; grhan—home; sutan—children; bhogan— material hap- 
piness; vaidarbhi—the daughter of King Vidarbha; madira-iksana—with 
enchanting eyes; anvadhavata—followed; pandya-isam— King Malayadhvaja; 
jyotsna iva—like the moonshine; rajani-karam—the moon. 


TRANSLATION 


Just as the moonshine follows the moon at night, immediately after 
King Malayadhvaja departed for Kulacala, his devoted wife, whose eyes 
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were very enchanting, followed him, giving up all homely happiness, 
despite family and children. 


PURPORT 


Just as in the vanaprastha stage the wife follows the husband, similarly 
when the spiritual master retires for nirjana-bhajana, some of his advanced 
devotees follow him and engage in his personal service. In other words, 
those who are very fond of family life should come forward in the service 
of the spiritual master and abandon so-called happiness afforded by 
society, friendship and love. A verse by Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura in his Gurv-astaka is significant in this regard. Yasya prasadad 
bhagavat-prasadah. A disciple should always remember that by serving the 
spiritual master he can easily advance in Krsna consciousness. All the 
scriptures recommend that it is by pleasing the spiritual master and serving 
him directly that one can attain the highest perfectional stage of devotional 
service. 

The word madireksana is also significant in this verse. Srila Jiva Gosvami 
has explained in his Sandarbha that the word madira means intoxicating. 
If one’s eyes become intoxicated upon seeing the Deity, he may be 
called madireksana. Queen Vaidarbhi’s eyes were very enchanting, just as 
one’s eyes are madireksana when engaged in seeing the temple Deity. 
Unless one is an advanced devotee, he cannot fix his eyes on the Deity in 
the temple. 

TEXTS 35-36 


TA AKIN AM AAW azteca | 
ayaa = AAT WAU 
SACMASHS: FTV: | 
Tea? TAUNTSIA TT Mea: EI 


tatra candra-vasa nama 
tamra-parni vatodaka 

tat-punya-salilair nityam 
ubhayatratmano myjan 


kandastibhir mila-phalaih 
puspa-parnais trnodakaih 

vartamanah Ssanair gatra- 
karsanam tapa asthitah 
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tatra—there; candra-vasa—the Candravasa River; nama—named; tamra- 
parni—the Tamraparni River; vatodaka—the Vatodaka River; tat— of those 
rivers; punya—pious; salilath—with the waters; nityam— daily; ubhayatra— 
in both ways; atmanah—of himself; mrjan—washing; kanda—bulbs; astibhih 
—and by seeds; mitla—roots; phalaih—and by fruits; puspa—flowers; parnath 
—and by leaves; trna—grass; udakath—and by water; vartamanah—subsisting; 
Sanath—gradually; gatra—his body; karsanam—rendering thin; tapah— 
austerity; asthitah—he underwent. 


TRANSLATION 


In the province of Kulacala, there were rivers named Candravasa, 
Tamraparni and Vatodaka. King Malayadhvaja used to go to those pious 
rivers regularly and take his bath there. Thus he purified himself externally 
and internally. He took his bath and ate bulbs, seeds, leaves, flowers, 
roots, fruits and grasses and drank water. In this way he underwent 
severe austerities. Eventually he became very skinny. 


PURPORT 


We can definitely see that to advance in Krsna consciousness one must 
control his bodily weight. If one becomes too fat, it is to be assumed that 
he is not advancing spiritually. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura 
severely criticized his fat disciples. The idea is that one who intends to 
advance in Krsna consciousness must not eat very much. Devotees used to 
go to forests, high hills or mountains on pilgrimages, but such severe 
austerities are not possible in these days. One should instead eat only 
prasada and no more than required. According to the Vaisnava calendar, 
there are many fasts, such as Ekadagi and the appearance and disappearance 
days of God and His devotees. All of these are meant to decrease the fat 
within the body so that one will not sleep more than desired and will not 
become inactive and lazy. Overindulgence in food will cause a man to 
sleep more than required. This human form of life is meant for austerity, 
and austerity means controlling sex, food intake, etc. In this way time can 
be saved for spiritual activity, and one can purify himself both externally 
and internally. Thus both body and mind can be cleansed. 


TEXT 37 


Sravwraraavifer afer Pravsya | 
ae ef geqrarIaesat: 12 
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sitosna-vata-varsant 
ksut-pipase priyapriye 
sukha-duhkhe iti dvandvany 


ajayat sama-darsanah 


Sitta—cold; usna—heat; vata—wind; varsani—and rainy seasons; ksut— 
hunger; pipase— and thirst; priya—pleasant;apriye—and unpleasant; sukha— 
happiness; duhkhe—and distress; iti— thus; dvandvani— dualities; ajayat—he 
conquered; sama-darsanah—equipoised. 


TRANSLATION 


Through austerity, King Malayadhvaja in body and mind gradually 
became equal to the dualities of cold and heat, happiness and distress, 
wind and rain, hunger and thirst, the pleasant and the unpleasant. In this 
way he conquered all relativities. 


PURPORT 


Liberation means becoming free from the relativities of the world. Unless 
one is self-realized, he has to undergo the dual struggle of the relative world. 
In Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna advises Arjuna to conquer all relativities 
through tolerance. Lord Krsna points out that it is the relativities like 
winter and summer that give us trouble in the material world. In the winter 
we do not like taking a bath, but in the summer we wish to take a bath 
twice, thrice or more a day. Thus Krsna advises us not to be disturbed by 
such relativities and dualities when they come and go. 

The common man has to undergo much austerity to become equipoised 
before dualities. One who becomes agitated by the relativities of life has 
accepted a relative position and must therefore undergo the austerities 
prescribed in the Sastras to transcend the material body and put an end to 
material existence. King Malayadhvaja underwent severe austerities by 
leaving his home, going to Kulacala, taking his bath in the sacred rivers and 
eating only vegetables like stems, roots, seeds, flowers and leaves, avoiding 
any cooked food or grains. These are very, very austere practices. In this 
age it is very difficult to leave home and go to the forest or the Himalayas 
to adopt the processes of austerity. Indeed, it is almost impossible. If one 
is even advised to give up meat-eating, drinking, gambling and illicit sex, 
one will fail to do so. What, then, would a person do if he went to the 
Himalayas or Kulacala? Such acts of renunciation are not possible in this 
age;therefore Lord Krsna has advised us to accept the bhakti-yoga process. 
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Bhakti-yoga will automatically liberate a person from the dualities of life. 
In bhakti-yoga, Krsna is the center, and Krsna is always transcendental. 
Thus in order to transcend dualities, one must always engage in the service 
of the Lord, as confirmed by Bhagavad-gita: 


mam ca yo ‘vyabhicarena 
bhakti-yogena sevate 
sa gunan samatityaitan 


brahma-bhiyaya kalpate 


“One who engages in full devotional service, who does not fall down in any 
circumstance, at once transcends the modes of material nature and thus 
comes to the level of Brahman.” (Bg. 14.26) 

If one is factually engaged in the service of the Lord, bhakti-yoga, he will 
automatically control his senses, his tongue and so many other things. 
Once engaged in the bhakti-yoga process with all sincerity, one will have 
no chance of falling down. Even if one falls down, there is no loss. One’s 
devotional activities may be stunned or choked for the time being, but as 
soon as there is another chance, the practitioner begins from the point 
where he left off. 

TEXT 38 


am fier gear Franaa: | 
TIA AMAIA fatsrarafraraa: Fil 


tapasa vidyaya pakva- 
kasayo niyamair yamaih 

yuyuje brahmany atmanam 
vijitaksanilasayah 


tapasa—by austerity; vidyaya—by education; pakva— burned up; kasdyah 
—all dirty things; niyamaih—by regulative principles; yamaih—by self- 
control; yuyuje—he fixed up; brahmani—in spiritual realization; atmanam— 
his self; vigzéa—completely controlled; aksa—senses; anila—life; asayah— 
consciousness. 


TRANSLATION 


By worshiping, executing austerities and following the regulative 
principles, King Malayadhvaja conquered his senses, his life and his con- 
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sciousness. Thus he fixed everything on the central point of the Supreme 
Brahman [Krsna]. 
PURPORT 


Whenever the word brahman appears, the impersonalists take this to 
mean the impersonal effulgence, the brahmajyoti. Actually, however, 
Parabrahman, the Supreme Brahman, is Krsna, Vasudeva. As stated in 
Bhagavad-gita, vasudevah sarvam iti: Vasudeva extends everywhere as the 
impersonal Brahman. One cannot fix one’s mind upon an impersonal “‘some- 
thing.” Bhagavad-gita therefore says, kleso ‘dhikataras tesam avyaktasakta- 
cetasam: ‘‘For those whose minds are attached to the unmanifested, im- 
personal feature of the Supreme, advancement is very troublesome.” (Bg. 
12.5) Consequently when it is said herein that King Malayadhvaja fixed 
his mind on brahman, “‘brahman” means the Supreme Personality of God- 
head, Vasudeva. 

TEXT 39 


ara aafaar feed weed fer: | 
aged anata araeclaey Taq 1A 


aste sthanur ivaikatra 

divyam varsa-satam sthirah 
vasudeve bhagavati 

nanyad vedodvahan ratim 


aste—remains; sthanukh—immovable; iva—like; ekatra—in one place; 
divyam—of the demigods; varsa—years; satam—one hundred; .sthirah—steady; 
vasudeve—unto Lord Krsna; bhagavati—the Supreme Personality of God- 
head; na—not; anyat—anything else; veda—did know; udvahan— possessing; 
ratim— attraction. 


TRANSLATION 


In this way he stayed immovable in one place for one hundred years by 
the calculations of the demigods. After this time, he developed pure devo- 
tional attraction for Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and 
remained fixed in that position. 


PURPORT 


bahiinam janmanam ante 
jfianavan mam prapadyate 
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vasudevah sarvam iti 
sa mahatma sudurlabhah 


‘After many births and deaths, he who is actually in knowledge surrenders 
unto Me, knowing Me to be the cause of all causes and all that is. Such a 
great soul is very rare.” (Bg. 7.19) 

Vasudeva, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, is everything, 
and one who knows this is the greatest of all transcendentalists. It is stated 
in Bhagavad-gita that one realizes this after many, many births. This is also 
confirmed in this verse with the words divyam varsa-Satam (one hundred 
years according to the calculations of the demigods). According to the 
calculations of the demigods, one day (twelve hours) is equal to six months 
on earth. A hundred years of the demigods would equal 36,000 earth 
years. Thus King Malayadhvaja executed austerities and penances for 36,000 
years. After this time, he became fixed in the devotional service of the 
Lord. To live on earth for so many years, one has to take birth many times. 
This confirms the conclusion of Krsna. To come to the conclusion of Krsna 
consciousness and remain fixed in the realization that Krsna is everything, 
as well as render service unto Krsna, are characteristics of the perfectional 
stage. As said in Caitanya-caritamrta: krsne bhakti kaile sarva-karma 
krta haya (Cc. Madhya 22.62). When one comes to the conclusion 
that Krsna is everything by worshiping or by rendering devotional service 
unto Krsna, one actually becomes perfect in all respects. Not only must 
one come to the conclusion that Krgna is everything, but he must remain 
fixed in this realization. This is the highest perfection of life, and it is this 
perfection that King Malayadhvaja attained at the end. 


TEXT 40 


FT NTHATSSA A AA THATSSAL ay | 
fan an warryanynt faa z ivoll 


sa vyapakatayatmanam 
vyatiriktatayatmani 

vidvan svapna ivamarsa- 
saksinam virarama ha 


sah—King Malayadhvaja; vyapakataya—by all-pervasiveness; atmanam— 
the Supersoul; vyatiriktataya—by differentiation; @fmani—in his own self; 
vidvan—perfectly educated; svapne—in a dream; iva—like; amarsa—of 
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deliberation; saksinam—the witness; virarama—became indifferent; ha— 
certainly. 


TRANSLATION 


King Malayadhvaja attained perfect knowledge by being able to distin- 
guish the Supersoul from the individual soul. The individual soul is localized, 
whereas the Supersoul is all-pervasive. He became perfect in knowledge 
that the material body is not the soul but that the soul is the witness of the 
material body. 


PURPORT 


The conditioned soul is often frustrated in trying to understand the 
distinctions between the material body, the Supersoul and the individual 
soul. There are two types of Mayavadi philosophers—the followers of the 
Buddhist philosophy and the followers of the Sankara philosophy. The 
followers of Buddha do not recognize that there is anything beyond the 
body; the followers of Sankara conclude that there is no separate existence 
of the Paramatma, the Supersoul. The Sankarites believe that the individual 
soul is identical with the Paramatma in the ultimate analysis. But the 
Vaisnava philosopher, who is perfect in knowledge, knows that the body is 
made of the external energy and that the Supersoul, the Paramatma, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, is sitting with the individual soul and is 
distinct from him. As Lord Krsna states in Bhagavad-gita: 


ksetrajiam capt mam viddhi 
sarva-ksetresu bharata 

ksetra-ksetrajiayor jianam 
yat taj jianam matam mama 


“O scion of Bharata, you should understand that I am also the knower in 
all bodies, and to understand this body and its owner is called knowledge. 
That is My opinion.” (Bg. 13.3) 

The body is taken to be the field, and the individual soul is taken to be 
the worker in that field. Yet there is another, who is known as the Super- 
soul, who, along with the individual soul, simply witnesses. The individual 
soul works and enjoys the fruits of the body, whereas the Supersoul simply 
witnesses the activities of the individual soul but does not enjoy the fruits 
of those activities. The Supersoul is present in every field of activity, 
whereas the individual soul is present in his one localized body. King 
Malayadhvaja attained this perfection of knowledge and was able to distin- 
guish between the soul and the Supersoul and the soul and the material 
body. 
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TEXT 41 


AMAaAha Te fen ge | 
frgzaaata apn fraageyq lez 


saksad bhagavatoktena 
guruna harina nrpa 

visuddha-jnana-dipena 
sphurata vigsvato-mukham 


saksat—directly; bhagavata—by the Supreme Personality of Godhead; 
uktena—instructed; guruna—the spiritual master; harina—by Lord Hari; 
nrpa—O King; viguddha—pure; jidna—knowledge; dipena—by the light 
of; sphurata—enlightening; visvatah-mukham-—all angles of vision. 


TRANSLATION 


In this way King Malayadhvaja attained perfect knowledge because in 
his pure state he was directly instructed by the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. By means of such enlightening transcendental knowledge, he 
could understand everything from all angles of vision. 


PURPORT 


In this verse the words saksad bhagavatoktena guruna harind are very 
significant. The Supreme Personality of Godhead speaks directly to the 
individual soul when the devotee has completely purified himself by 
rendering devotional service to the Lord. Lord Krsna confirms this also in 
Bhagavad-gita: 

tesam satata-yuktanam 
bhajatam priti-pirvakam 

dadami buddhi-yogam tam 
yena mam upayanti te 


“To those who are constantly devoted and worship Me with love, I give 
the understanding by which they can come to Me.” (Bg. 10.10) 

The Lord is the Supersoul seated in everyone’s heart, and He acts as the 
caitya-guru, the spiritual master within. However, He gives direct instruc- 
tions only to the advanced pure devotees. In the beginning, when a devotee 
is serious and sincere, the Lord gives him directions from within to approach 
a bona fide spiritual master. When one is trained by the spiritual master 
according to the regulative principles of devotional service and is situated 
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on the platform of spontaneous attachment for the Lord (raga-bhakti), the 
Lord also gives instructions from within. Tesam satata-yuktanam bhajatam 
priti-piirvakam. This distinct advantage is obtained by a liberated soul. 
Having attained this stage, King Malayadhvaja was directly in touch with 
the Supreme Lord and was receiving instructions from Him directly. 


TEXT 42 


qt AEH AeA TT MA TAISSTAA | 
Tera | TETTATAATETTATA zB 


pare brahmani catmanam 
param brahma tathatmani 

viksamano vihayeksam 
asmad upararama ha 


pare—transcendental; brahmani—in the Absolute; ca—and;atmanam—the 
self; param—the supreme; brahma—Absolute; tatha—also; atmani—in 
himself; vtksamanah— thus observing;vihaya— giving up;tksam—reservation; 
asmat—tfrom this process; upararama—retired; ha—certainly. 


TRANSLATION 


King Malayadhvaja could thus observe that the Supersoul was sitting by 
his side, and that he, as the individual soul, was sitting by the side of the 
Supersoul. Since both were together, there was no need for separate 
interests; thus he ceased from such activities. 


PURPORT 


In the advanced stage of devotional service, the devotee does not see any- 
thing separate between his own interests and those of the Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead. Both interests become one, for the devotee does not act 
for a separate interest. Whatever he does, he does in the interest of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. At that time he sees everything in the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead and the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
in everything. Having attained this stage of understanding, he sees no 
distinction between the spiritual and material worlds. In perfect vision, the 
material world becomes the spiritual world due to its being the external 
energy of the Supreme Lord. For the perfect devotee, the energy and the 
energetic are nondifferent. Thus the so-called material world becomes 
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spiritual (sarvam khalv idam brahma). Everything is intended for the service 
of the Supreme Lord, and the expert devotee can utilize any so-called 
material thing for the Lord’s service. One cannot serve the Lord without 
being situated on the spiritual platform. Thus if a so-called material thing is 
dovetailed in the service of the Lord, it is no longer to be considered mate- 
rial. Thus the pure devotee, in his perfect vision, sees from all angles. 


TEXT 43 


qf wast aadt aaa I 
PUT FAUST ATTY Ar Wasrat (e3I 


patim parama-dharma-jnam 
vaidarbhi malaya-dhvajam 

premna paryacarad dhitva 
bhogan sa pati-devata 


patim—her husband; parama—supreme; dharma-jnam—knower of reli- 
gious principles; vaidarbhi—the daughter of Vidarbha; malaya-dhvajam— 
named Malayadhvaja; premnda—with love and affection; paryacarat—served 
in devotion; hitva—giving up; bhogan—sense enjoyments; sa—she; pati- 
devata— accepting her husband as the Supreme Lord. 


TRANSLATION 
The daughter of King Vidarbha accepted her husband all in all as the 


Supreme. She gave up all sensual enjoyment and in complete renunciation 
followed the principles of her husband, who was so advanced. Thus she 
remained engaged in his service. 


PURPORT 


Figuratively, King Malayadhvaja is the spiritual master, and his wife, 
Vaidarbhi, is the disciple. The disciple accepts the spiritual master as the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. As stated by Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura in Gurv-astaka, saksad-dharitvena:“‘One directly accepts the 
guru, the spiritual master, as the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” One 
should accept the spiritual master not in the sense that the Mayavadi 
philosophers do but in the way recommended here. Since the spiritual 
master is the most confidential servant of the Lord, he should he treated 
exactly like the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The spiritual master 
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should never be neglected or disobeyed, like an ordinary person. 

If a woman is fortunate enough to be the wife of a pure devotee, she can 
serve her husband without any desire for sense gratification. If she remains 
engaged in the service of her exalted husband, she will automatically attain 
the spiritual perfections of her husband. If a disciple gets a bona fide 
spiritual master, simply by sgtistying him, he can attain a similar oppor- 
tunity to serve the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


TEXT 44 


Sara TATA AMT ATTTET | 
THTSY Gf Trea Rear Mea AATISA esl 


cira-vasa vrata-ksama 
venibhiita-siroruha 

babhav upa patim santa 
Sikha santam ivanalam 


cira-vasa—wearing old garments; vrata-ksama—lean and thin on account 
of austerities; venibhita—entangled; siroruha—her hair; babhau—she shone; 
upa patim—near the husband; santa—peaceful; sikha—flames; santam— 
without being agitated; iva—like; analam—fire. 


TRANSLATION 


The daughter of King Vidarbha wore old garments, and she was lean and 
thin because of her vows of austerity. Since she did not arrange her hair, it 
became entangled and twisted in locks. Although she remained always near 
her husband, she was as silent and unagitated as the flame of an undisturbed 
fire. 


PURPORT 


When one begins to burn firewood, there is smoke and agitation in the 
beginning. Although there are so many disturbances in the beginning, once 
the fire is completely set, the firewood burns steadily. Similarly, when both 
husband and wife follow the regulative principles of austerity, they remain 
silent and are not agitated by sex impulses. At such a time both husband 
and wife are benefited spiritually. One can attain this stage of life by 
completely giving up a luxurious mode of life. 

In this verse the word cira-vasa refers to very old torn garments. The wife 
especially should remain austere, not desiring luxurious dresses and living 


Text 45] Purarijana Becomes a Woman in the Next Life 1339 


standards. She should accept only the bare necessities of life and minimize 
her eating and sleeping. There should be no question of mating. Simply by 
engaging in the service of her exalted husband, who must be a pure devotee, 
the wife will never be agitated by sex impulses. The vanaprastha stage is 
exactly like this. Although the wife remains with the husband, she under- 
goes severe austerities and penances so that although both husband and wife 
live together, there is no question of sex. In this way both husband and 
wife can live together perpetually. Since the wife is weaker than the husband, 
this weakness is expressed in this verse with the words upa patim. Upa 
means “near to,” or “almost equal to.” Being a man, the husband is 
generally more advanced than his wife. Nonetheless, the wife is expected 
to give up all luxurious habits. She should not even dress nicely or comb 
her hair. Hair combing is one of the main businesses of women. In the 
vanaprastha stage the wife should not take care of her hair. Thus her hair 
will become tangled in knots. Consequently the wife herself will no longer 
be agitated by seximpulses. In this way both husband and wife can advance 
in spiritual consciousness. This advanced stage is called the paramaharisa 
stage, and once it is obtained, both husband and wife can be actually liber- 
ated from bodily consciousness. If the disciple remains steady in the service 
of the spiritual master, he need no longer fear falling down into the clutches 
of maya. 


TEXT 45 


aad | faa = aaa | 
SRA TATTAAITATA [Ul 


ajanatt priyatamam 
yadoparatam angana 

susthirdsanam asadya 
yatha-purvam upacarat 


ajanati—without any knowledge; priya-tamam—her dearmost husband; 
yada—when; uparatam— passed away; angana—the woman; su-sthira—fixed 
up; dsanam—on the seat; adsadya—going up to; yatha—as; purvam—before; 
upacarat— went on serving him. 


TRANSLATION 


The daughter of King Vidarbha continued as usual to serve her husband, 
who was seated in a steady posture, until she could ascertain that he had 


passed away from the body. 
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PURPORT 


It appears that the Queen did not even talk to her husband while serving. 
She would simply perform her prescribed duties without talk. Thus she did 
not stop rendering service until she could ascertain that her husband had 
passed from the body. 


TEXT 46 


Ta AsraeMat TAA | 
TAA PRACT it TA Walt 


yada nopalabhetanghrav 
usmanam patyur arcati 

asit samvigna-hrdaya 
yutha-bhrasta mrgi yatha 


yada—when; na—not; upalabheta—could feel; anghrau—in the feet; 
usmanam—heat; patyuh—of her husband; arcati—while serving; asit—she 
became; samvigna—anxious; hrdaya—at heart; ywtha-bhrasta—bereft of her 
husband; mrgi—the she deer; yatha—as. 


TRANSLATION 


While she was serving her husband by massaging his legs, she could feel 
that his feet were no longer warm and could thus understand that he had 
already passed from the body. She felt great anxiety upon being left alone. 
Bereft of her husband’s company, she felt exactly as the deer feels upon 
being separated from its mate. 


PURPORT 


As soon as the circulation of blood and air within the body stops, it is 
to be understood that the soul within the body has left. The stoppage of the 
blood’s circulation is perceived when the hands and feet lose heat. One 
tests whether a body is alive or not by feeling the heart’s palpitations and 
the coldness of the feet and hands. 


TEXT 47 
Wa Wad cased saps: | 
Waray flit AAl WAT AT livisit 
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atmanam Socati dinam 
abandhum viklavasrubhih 

stanav asicya vipine 
susvaram praruroda sa 


atmanam—about herself; Socati—lamenting; dinam—wretched;abandhum 
—without a friend; viklava—brokenhearted; asrubhih—by tears; stanau— 
her breasts; asicya—wetting; vipine—in the forest; su-svaram— loudly; 
praruroda—began to cry; sa—she. 


TRANSLATION 


Being now alone and a widow in that forest, the daughter of Vidarbha 
began to lament, incessantly shedding tears, which soaked her breasts, and 
crying very loudly. 


PURPORT 


Figuratively the Queen is supposed to be the disciple of the King; thus 
when the mortal body of the spiritual master expires, his disciples should 
cry exactly as the Queen cries when the King leaves his body. However, the 
disciple and spiritual master are never separated because the spiritual 
master always keeps company with the disciple as long as the disciple 
follows strictly the instructions of the spiritual master. This is called the 
association of vani (words). Physical presence is called vapuh. As long as the 
spiritual master is physically present, the disciple should serve the physical 
body of the spiritual master, and when the spiritual master is no longer 
physically existing, the disciple should serve the instructions of the spiritual 
master. 


TEXT 48 
shrifag wai xagefaracny | 
Te gapat ead Tae veil 
uttisthottistha rajarse 
imam udadhi-mekhalam 


dasyubhyah ksatra-bandhubhyo 
bibhyatim patum arhasi 


uttistha—please get up; uttistha— please get up;raja-rse— O saintly king; 
imam—this earth; udadhi—by the ocean; mekhalam—surrounded; dasyu- 
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bhyah—from the rogues; ksatra-bandhubhyah—from the unclean kings; 
bibhyatim—very much afraid; patum—to protect; arhasi—you ought. 


TRANSLATION 


O best of kings, please get up! Get up! Just see this world surrounded 
by water and infested with rogues and so-called kings. This world is very 
much afraid, and it is your duty to protect her. 


PURPORT 


Whenever an acarya comes, following the superior orders of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead or His representative, he establishes the principles 
of religion, as enunciated in Bhagavad-gita. Religion means abiding by the 
orders of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Religious principles begin 
from the time one surrenders to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is 
the dcarya’s duty to spread a bona fide religious system and induce every- 
one to bow down before the Supreme Lord. One executes the religious 
principles by rendering devotional service, specifically the nine items like 
hearing, chanting and remembering. Unfortunately, when the dcarya 
disappears, rogues and nondevotees take advantage and immediately begin 
to introduce unauthorized principles in the name of so-called svamis, yogis, 
philanthropists, welfare workers and so on. Actually human life is meant 
for executing the orders of the Supreme Lord, and this is stated in Bhagavad- 
gita: 

man-mana bhava mad-bhakto 
mad-yaji mam namaskuru 

mam evaisyasi yukivaivam 
atmanam mat-parayanah 


‘Engage your mind always in thinking of Me and become My devotee. 
Offer obeisances and worship Me. Being completely absorbed in Me, surely 
you will come to Me.” (Bg. 9.34) 

The main business of human society is to think of the Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead at all times, to become His devotees, to worship the 
Supreme Lord and to bow down before Him. The dcarya, the authorized 
representative of the Supreme Lord, establishes these principles, but when 
he disappears, things once again become disordered. The perfect disciples 
of the dcarya try to relieve the situation by sincerely following the 
instructions of the spiritual master. At the present moment practically the 
entire world is afraid of rogues and nondevotees; therefore this Krsna 
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consciousness movement is started to save the world from irreligious 
principles. Everyone should cooperate with this movement in ordgr to 
bring about actual peace and happiness in the world. 


TEXT 49 


ad lage Tat rasare TAT | 
qfrat Te SREP ATTTT lvl 


evam vilapanti bala 
vipine ‘nugata patim 
patita padayor bharti 
rudaty asriny avartayat 


evam—thus; vilapanti—lamenting; bala—the innocent woman; vipinP—in 
the solitary forest; anugata—strictly adherent; patim—unto her husband; 
patita—fallen down; padayoh—at the feet; bhartuh—of her husband; rqdati 
—while crying; asrini—tears; avartayat—she shed. 


TRANSLATION 


That most obedient wife thus fell down at the feet of her dead husband 
and began to cry pitifully in that solitary forest. Thus the tears rolled down 
from her eyes. 

PURPORT 


Just as a devoted wife becomes afflicted at the passing away of her 
husband, when a spiritual master passes away, the disciple becomes similarly 
bereaved. 


TEXT 50 
Fafa qrenai Fren teah Teg: SITY | 
MAA AGA agedt aatt TF tlelt 
citim darumayim citva 
tasyam patyuh kalevaram 


adipya canumarane 
vilapanti mano dadhe 


citim—funeral pyre; daru-mayim—made with wood; citva—having piled 
up; tasyam—on that; patyuh—of the husband; kalevaram—body; adifyya — 
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after igniting; ca—also; anumarane—to die along with him; vilapanti— 
lamenting; manah—her mind; dadhe—fixed. 


TRANSLATION 


She then prepared a blazing fire with firewood and placed the dead 
body of her husband upon it. When this was finished, she lamented 
severely and prepared herself to perish in the fire with her husband. 


PURPORT 


It is the long-standing tradition of the Vedic system that a faithful wife 
dies along with her husband. This is called saha-marana. In India this system 
was prevalent even to the date of British occupation. At that time, however, 
a wife who did not wish to die with her husband was sometimes forced to do 
so by her relatives. Formerly that was not the case. The wife used to enter the 
fire voluntarily. The British government stopped this practice, considering 
it inhuman. However, from the early history of India we find that when 
Maharaja Pandu died, he was survived by two wives—Madri and Kunti. The 
question was whether both should die or one should die. After the death 
of Maharaja Pandu, his wives settled that one should remain and the other 
should go. Madri would perish with her husband in the fire, and Kunti 
would remain to take charge of the five Pandava children. Even as late as 
1936 we saw a devoted wife voluntarily enter the fire of her husband. 

This indicates that a devotee’s wife must be prepared to act in such a 
way. Similarly, a devoted disciple of the spiritual master would rather die 
with the spiritual master than fail to execute the spiritual master’s mission. 
As the Supreme Personality of Godhead comes down upon. this earth to 
reestablish the principles of religion, so his representative, the spiritual 
master, also comes to reestablish religious principles. It is the duty of the 
disciples to take charge of the mission of the spiritual master and execute 
it properly. Otherwise the disciple should decide to die along with the 
spiritual master. In other words, to execute the will of the spiritual master, 
the disciple should be prepared to lay down his life and abandon all 


personal considerations. 


TEXT 51 


TT TAA HAAS AAT AAT | 
ATTY TATA AAT TAS SAAT TAT U4 2A 
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tatra purvatarah kaSscit 
sakha brahmana atmavan 

santvayan valguna samna 
tam aha rudatim prabho 









tatra—in that place; purvatarah—previous; kascit— someone; sakha— 
friend; brahmanah—a brahmana; atmavan—very learned scholar; santdayan 
—pacifying; valguna—by very nice; samna—mitigating words; tam—unto 
her; aha—he said; rudatim—while she was crying; prabho—my dear King. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King, one brahmana, who was an old friend of King Puraijjana, 
came to that place and began to pacify the Queen with sweet words. 


PURPORT 


The appearance of an old friend in the form of a brahmana is} very 
significant. In His Paramatma feature, Krsna is the old friend of everyone. 
According to Vedic injunction, Krsna is sitting with the living entity sifle by 
side. According to the Sruti-mantra (dva suparna sayuja sakhaya),the|Lord 
is sitting within the heart of every living entity as suhrt, the best fiend. 
The Lord is always eager to have the living entity come home, bafk to 
Godhead. Sitting with the living entity as witness, the Lord gives him all 
chances to enjoy himself materially, but whenever there is an opportynity, 
the Lord gives good counsel and advises the living entity to abandon 
trying to become happy through material adjustment and instead] turn 
his face toward the Supreme Personality of Godhead and surrénder 
unto Him. When one becomes serious to follow the mission of the spifitual 


of Godhead in the instruction of the spiritual master. This is technjcally 
called vani-seva. Srila Vigvanatha Cakravarti Thakurastates in his Bh 


following on that line, one sees the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Paramatma, appeared befo 
Queen as a brahmana, but why didn’t He appear in His original form 
Krsna? Srila Vigvanatha Cakravarti Thakura remarks that unless one ig very 
highly elevated in loving the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one c4nnot 
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see Him as He is. Nonetheless, if one sticks to the principles enunciated by 
the spiritual master, somehow or other he is in association with the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Since the Lord is in the heart, He can 
advise a sincere disciple from within. Thisis also confirmed in Bhagavad-gita: 


tesam satata-yuktanam 
bhajatam priti-pirvakam 
dadami buddhi-yogam tam 


yena mam upayanti te 


“To those who are constantly devoted and worship Me with love, I give 
the understanding by which they can come to Me.” (Bg. 10.10) 

In conclusion, if a disciple is very serious to execute the mission of the 
spiritual master, he immediately associates with the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead by vani or vapuh. This is the only secret of success in seeing 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Instead of being eager to see the 
Lord insome bush of Vrndavana while at the same time engaging in sense 
gratification, if one instead sticks to the principle of following the words of 
the spiritual master, he will see the Supreme Lord without difficulty. 
Srila Bilvamarigala Thakura has therefore said: 


bhaktis tvayi sthiratara bhagavan yadi syad 
daivena nah phalati divya-kisora-mirtih 

muktih svayam mukulitafijali sevate ‘sman 
dharmartha-kama-gatayah samaya-pratiksah 


“If I am engaged in devotional service unto You, my dear Lord, then very 
easily can I perceive Your presence everywhere. And as far as liberation 
is concerned, I think that liberation stands at my door with folded hands, 
waiting to serve me—and all material conveniences of dharma [religiosity] , 
artha [economic development] and kama [sense gratification] stand with 
her.” (Krsna-karnamrta 107) If one is very highly advanced in devotional 
service, he will have no difficulty in seeing the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. If one engages in the service of the spiritual master, he not only 
sees the Supreme Personality of Godhead but attains liberation. As far as 
material conveniences are concerned, they automatically come, just as the 
maidservants of a queen follow the queen wherever she goes. Liberation 
is no problem for the pure devotee, and all material conveniences are 
simply awaiting him at all stages of life. 
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TEXT 52 


TAIT SIT 
Hed HMA Bl TT AAT AAT AAA | 
ararfa (& aart at Fae ATT gz U4 


brahmana uvaca 
ka tvam kasyasi ko vayam 
Sayano yasya §ocasi 
janasi kim sakhayam mam 
yenagre vicacartha ha 


brahmanaf uvaca—the learned brahmana said; ka—who; tvam—you; 
kasya—whose; asi—are you; kah—who; va—or; ayam—this man; sayanah— 
lying down; yasya—for whom; socasi—you are lamenting; janast kim—do 
you know; sakhayam—friend; mam—Me; yena— with whom; agre—formerly ; 
vicacartha— you consulted; ha—certainly. 


TRANSLATION 


The brahmana inquired as follows: Who are you? Whose wife or daughter 
are you? Who is the man lying here? It appears you are lamenting for this 
dead body. Don’t you recognize Me? I am your eternal friend. You may 
remember that many times in the past you have consulted Me. 


PURPORT 


When a person’s relative dies, renunciation is automatically visible. 
Consultation with the Supersoul seated within everyone’s heart is possible 
only when one is completely free from the contamination of material attach- 
ment. One who is sincere and pure gets an opportunity to consult with the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead in His Paramatma feature sitting within 
everyone’s heart. The Paramatma is always the cattya-guru, the spiritual 
master within, and He comes before one externally as the instructor and 
initiator spiritual master. The Lord can reside within the heart, and He can 
also come out before a person and give him instructions. Thus the spiritual 
master is not different from the Supersoul sitting within the heart. An un- 
contaminated soul or living entity can get a chance to meet the Paramatma 
face to face. Just as one gets achance to consult with the Paramatma within 
his heart, he also gets a chance to see Him actually situated before him. 
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Then one can take instructions from the Supersoul directly. This is the 
duty of the pure devotee: to see the bona fide spiritual master and consult 
with the Supersoul within the heart. 

When the brahmana asked the woman who the man lying on the floor 
was, she answered that he was her spiritual master and that she was per- 
plexed about what to do in his absence. At such a time the Supersoul 
immediately appears, provided the devotee is purified in heart by following 
the directions of the spiritual master. A sincere devotee who follows the 
instructions of the spiritual master certainly gets direct instructions from 
his heart from the Supersoul. Thus a sincere devotee is always helped 
directly or indirectly by the spiritual master and the Supersoul. This is 
confirmed in Caitanya-caritamrta: guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata- 
bija. If the devotee serves his spiritual master sincerely, Krsna automatically 
becomes pleased. Yasya prasaddd bhagavad-prasadah. By satisfying the 
spiritual master, one automatically satisfies Krsna. Thus the devotee 
becomes enriched by both the spiritual master and Krsna. The Supersoul 
is eternally the friend of the living entity and always remains with him. 
The Supersoul has always been ready to help the living entity, even before 
the creation of this material world. It is therefore stated here: yenagre 
vicacartha. The word agre means “before the creation.” Thus the Super- 
soul has been accompanying the living entity since before the creation. 


TEXT 53 


afy ade aeaafiairad aa | 
fear at Tatras aaa TTS 1431 


apl smarasi catmanam 
aviunata-sakham sakhe 

hitva mam padam anvicchan 
bhauma-bhoga-rato gatah 


api smarasi-do you remember; ca—also; atmanam—the Supersoul; 
avijiata—unknown; sakham—friend; sakhe—O friend; hitva— giving up; 
mam—Me; padam—position; anvicchan— desiring; bhauma— material; 
bhoga—enjoy ment; ratah—attached to; gatah—you became. 


TRANSLATION 


The brahmana continued: My dear friend, even though you cannot 
immediately recognize Me, can’t you remember that in the past you had a 
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very intimate friend? Unfortunately, you gave up My company and accepted 
a position as enjoyer of this material world. 


PURPORT 
As stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


iccha-dvesa-samutthena 
dvandva-mohena bharata 

sarva-bhittani sarrmoham 
sarge yanti parantapa 


“O scion of Bharata [ Arjuna] ,O conquerer of the foe, all living entities are 
born into delusion, overcome by the dualities of desire and hate.” (Bg. 7.27) 

This is an explanation of how the living entity falls down into this ma- 
terial world. In the spiritual world there is no duality, nor is there hate. The 
Supreme Personality of Godhead expands Himself into many. In order to 
enjoy bliss more and more, the Supreme Lord expands Himself in different 
categories. As mentioned in the Varaha Purana, He expands Himself in 
visnu-tattva (the svamsa expansion) and in His marginal potency (the 
vibhinnamsa, or the living entity). These expanded living entities are 
innumerable, just as the minute molecules of sunshine are innumerable 
expansions of the sun. The vibhinnamSa expansions, the marginal potencies 
of the Lord, are the living entities. When the living entities desire to enjoy 
themselves, they develop a consciousness of duality and come to hate the 
service of the Lord. In this way the living entities fall into the material 
world. In the Prema-vivarta it is said: 


krsna-bahirmukha hafia bhoga-varica kare 
nikata-stha maya tare japatiya dhare 


The natural position of the living entity is to serve the Lord in a transcen- 
dental loving attitude. When the living entity wants to become Krsna 
Himself or imitate Krsna, he falls down into the material world. Since 
Krsna is the Supreme Father, His affection for the living entity is eternal. 
When the living entity falls down into the material world, the Supreme 
Lord, through His suamsa expansion (Paramatma), keeps company with the 
living entity. In this way the living entity may some day return home, back 
to Godhead. 

By misusing his independence, the living entity falls down from the 
service of the Lord and takes a position in this material world as an enjoyer. 
That is to say, the living entity takes his position within a material body. 
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Wanting to take a very exalted position, the living entity instead becomes 
entangled in a repetition of birth and death. He selects his position as a 
human being, a demigod, a cat, a dog, a tree, etc. In this way the living 
entity selects a body out of the 8,400,000 forms and tries to satisfy himself 
by a variety of material enjoyment. The Supersoul, however, does not like 
him to do this. Consequently the Supersoul instructs him to surrender unto 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The Lord then takes charge of the 
living entity. But unless the living entity is uncontaminated by material 
desires, he cannot surrender to the Supreme Lord. In Bhagavad-gita the 
Lord says: 
bhoktaram yajna-tapasam 
sarva-loka-mahesvaram 
suhrdam sarva-bhiitanam 
jniatva mam Santim rcchati 


‘The sages, knowing Me as the ultimate purpose of all sacrifices and austeri- 
ties, the Supreme Lord of all planets and demigods and the benefactor and 
well-wisher of all living entities, attain peace from the pangs of material 
miseries.” (Bg. 5.29) 

The Supreme Lord is the supreme friend of everyone; however, no one 
can take advantage of the supreme friend’s instructions while making his 
own plans to become happy and entangling himself in the modes of ma- 
terial nature. When there is creation, the living entities take on different 
forms according to past desires. This means that all the species or forms of 
life are simultaneously created. Darwin’s theory stating that no human 
being existed from the beginning but that humans evolved after many, 
many years is simply a nonsensical theory. From Vedic literature we find 
that the first creature within the universe is Lord Brahma. Being the most 
intelligent personality, Lord Brahma could take charge of creating all the 
variety found within this material world. 


TEXT 54 


gard at aM Tart aa | 
MAMA ale TeAIACATT Wl 


hamsav aham ca tvam carya 
sakhayau manasdyanau 

abhiitam antara vaukah 
sahasra pari vatsaran 
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hamsau—two swans; aham—I; ca—and; tvam—you; ca—also; a@rya—O 
great soul; sakhadyau—friends; manasdyanau—together in the Manasa Lake; 
abhiutam—became; antara—separated; va—indeed; okah—from the original 
home; sahasra— thousands; pari—successively ; vatsaran—years. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear gentle friend, both you and I are exactly like two swans. We live 
together in the same heart, which is just like the Manasa lake. Although we 
have been living together for many thousands of years, we are still far away 
from our original home. 


PURPORT 


The original home of the living entity and the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead is the spiritual world. In the spiritual world both the Lord and the 
living entities live together very peacefully. Since the living entity remains 
engaged in the service of the Lord, they both share a blissful life in the 
spiritual world. However, when the living entity wants to enjoy himself, he 
falls down into the material world. Even while he is in that position, the 
Lord remains with him as the Supersoul, his intimate friend. Because of his 
forgetfulness, the living entity does not know that the Supreme Lord is 
accompanying him as the Supersoul. In this way the living entity remains 
conditioned in each and every millennium. Although the Lord follows him 
as a friend, the living entity, because of forgetful material existence, does 
not recognize Him. 


TEXT 55 


a al err at Tea Ta MTR TATHAT | 
frac qanatah: eataratid faa esi 


sa tvam vihaya mam bandho 
gato gramya-matir mahim 

vicaran padam adraksih 
kayacin nirmitam striya 


sah—that swan; tvam—yourself; vihaya—leaving; mam—Me; bandho—O 
friend; gatah— went; gramya— material; matih— whose consciousness; mahim 
—to earth; vicaran— traveling; padam— position; adraksih—you saw; kayacit— 
by someone; nirmitam—manufactured; striya—by a woman. 
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TRANSLATION 


My dear friend, you are now My very same friend. Since you left Me, 
You have become more and more materialistic, and, not seeing Me, you have 
been traveling in different forms throughout this material world, which was 
created by some woman. 


PURPORT 


When the living entity falls down, he goes into the material world, which 
was created by the external energy of the Lord. This external energy is 
described herein as “some woman,” or prakrti. This material world is com- 
posed of material elements, ingredients supplied by the mahat-tattva, the 
total material energy. The material world, created by this external energy, 
becomes the so-called home of the conditioned soul. Within this material 
world the conditioned soul accepts different apartments or different bodily 
forms and then travels about. Sometimes he travels in the higher planetary 
systems and sometimes in the lower systems. Sometimes he travels in 
higher species of life and sometimes in lower species. He has been wan- 
dering within this material universe since time immemorial. As explained 
by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu: 

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva 
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija 
(Cc. Madhya 19.151) 
The living entity wanders into many species of life, but he is fortunate 
when he once again meets his friend, either in person or through His 
representative. 

Actually, it is Krsna who personally advises all living entities to return 
home, back to Godhead. Sometimes Krsna sends His representative, who, 
delivering Krsna’s very message, canvasses all living entities to return home, 
back to Godhead. Unfortunately the living entity is so greatly attached to 
material enjoyment that he does not take the instructions of Krsna or His 
representative very seriously. This material tendency is mentioned in this 
verse as gramya-matih (sense gratification). The word mahim means “within 
this material world.” All living entities within this material world are 
sensually inclined. Consequently they become entangled in different types 
of bodies and suffer the pangs of material existence. 


TEXT 56 


qa aqraans fraipey | 
qee Tah wanes araay Mall 
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pancaramam nava-dvaram 
eka-palam tri-kosthakam 

sat-kulam panca-vipanam 
parica-prakrti stri-dhavam 


panica-aramam-— five gardens; nava-dvaram— nine gates; eka— one; palam— 
protector; tri—three; kosthakam—apartments; sat—six; kulam—families; 
patica—five; vipanam—stores; panca— five; prakrti— material elements; stri— 
woman; dhavam—master. 


TRANSLATION 


In that city [the material body] there are five gardens, nine gates, one 
protector, three apartments, six families, five stores, five material elements, 
and one woman who is lord of the house. 


TEXT 57 


Gafexardl ARTA Ss AT AT TAY I 
canst Re FotafertaTE: Iso 


pancendriyartha arama 
dvarah prana nava prabho 

tejo-’bannani kosthani 
kulam indriya-sangrahah 


parica—five; indriya-arthah—sense objects; aramah—the gardens; dvarah— 
gates; pranah—apertures of the senses; nava—nine; prabho—O King; tejah- 
ap—fire, water; annani—food grains or earth; kosthani— apartments; kulam 
—families; indriya-sangrahah—five senses and the mind. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear friend, the five gardens are the five objects of sense enjoyment, 
and the protector is the life air, which passes through the nine gates. The 
three apartments are the chief ingredients—fire, water, and earth. The six 
families are the aggregate total of the mind and five senses. 


PURPORT 


The five senses that acquire knowledge are sight, taste, smell, sound and 
touch, and these act through the nine gates—the two eyes, two ears, one 


1354 Srimad-Bhagavatam [Canto 4, Ch. 28 


mouth, two nostrils, one genital and one rectum. These holes are compared 
to gates in the walls of the city. The principal ingredients are earth, water 
and fire, and the principal actor is the mind, which is controlled by the 
intelligence (buddhi). 

TEXT 58 


frog feararfentamEtee=TT | 
TRTNI: THAT HITS ATTA Il 


vipanas tu kriya-sak tir 
bhita-prakrtir avyaya 

sakty-adhigah pumams tv atra 
pravisto navabudhyate 


vipanah—stores; tu—then; kriya-Saktth—the energy for activities, or the 
working senses; bhita—the five gross elements; prakrtiih—the material 
elements; avyaya—eternal; sakti—the energy ; adhigah—controller; puman— 
man; tu—then; atra—here; pravistah—entered; na—does not; avabudhyate— 
become subjected to knowledge. 


TRANSLATION 


The five stores are the five working sensory organs. They transact their 
business through the combined forces of the five elements, which are 
eternal. Behind all this activity is the soul. The soul is a person and an 
enjoyer in reality. However, because he is now hidden within the city of 


the body, he is devoid of knowledge. 


PURPORT 


The living entity enters the material creation with the aid of the five 
elements—earth, water, fire, air and ether—and thus his body is formed. 
Although the living entity is working from within, he is nonetheless 
unknown. The living entity enters the material creation, but because he is 
bewildered by the material energy, he appears to be hidden. The bodily 
conception of life is prominent because of ignorance (navabudhyate). 
Intelligence is described in the feminine gender, but owing to her promi- 
nence in all activities, she is described in this verse as adhigah, the controller. 
The living entity lives by means of fire, water and foodgrain. It is through 
the combination of these three that the body is maintained. Consequently 
the body is called prakrti, material creation. All the elements gradually 
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combine to form flesh, bone, blood and so on. All these appear as various 
apartments. It is said in the Vedas that the digested foods are ultimately 
divided into three. The solid portion becomes stool, and the semi-liquid 
portion turns into flesh. The liquid portion turns yellow and is again divided 
into three. One of these liquid portions is called urine. Similarly, the fiery 
portion is divided into three, and one is called bone. Out of the five ele- 
ments, fire, water and foodgrains are very important. These three are 
mentioned in the previous verse, whereas sky (ether) and air are not 
mentioned. This is all explained in Bhagavad-gita: 


prakrtim purusam caiwa 
viddhy anadi ubhav api 

vikarams ca gunams caiva 
viddhi prakrti-sambhavan 


‘Material nature and the living entities should be understood to be begin- 
ningless. Their transformations and the modes of matter are products of 
material nature.” (Bg. 13.20) 

Prakrti, material nature, and purusa, the living entity, are eternal. When 
they both come in contact, there are different reactions and manifestations. 
All of them should be considered the results of the interaction of the three 
modes of material nature. 


TEXT 59 


afeteed WHAT CIB THATTIS TST A | 
TAME MN TM WIAA TAT 4S 


tasmims tvam ramaya sprsto 
ramamano ‘sruta-smrtih 

tat-sangad idrsim prapto 
dasam papiyasim prabho 


tasmin—in that situation; tuam—you; ramaya—with the woman; sprstah 
—being in contact; ramamanah— enjoying; a-sruta-smrtih— without remem- 
brance of spiritual existence; tat—with her; sangat—by association; idrsim 
—like this; praptah—you have attained; dasam—a state; papiyastm—full of 
sinful activities; prabho—my dear friend. 
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TRANSLATION 


My dear friend, when you enter such a body along with the woman of 
material desires, you become overly absorbed in sense enjoyment. Because 
of this, you have forgotten your spiritual life. Due to your material con- 
ceptions, you are placed in various miserable conditions. 


PURPORT 


When a person becomes materially engrossed, he has no capacity to hear 
about spiritual existence. Forgetfulness of spiritual existence entangles a 
man more and more in material existence. Such is the result of sinful life. 
Various bodies are developed with the material ingredients because of 
different types of sinful activities. King Puranjana assumed the body of a 
woman, Vaidarbhi, as a result of his sinful activities. Bhagavad-gita clearly 
says (striyo vaisyas tatha sitdrah) that such a body is lowborn. If one takes 
shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, however, he can be 
elevated to the highest perfection, even though he be lowborn. One acquires 
lower births when one’s spiritual intelligence is reduced. 


TEXT 60 


aad fadefin art de: aga | 
a aed GTHM OG) AAA TA Soll 


na tvam vidarbha-duhita 
nayam virah suhyt tava 

na patis tvam puranjanya 
ruddho nava-mukhe yaya 


na—not; tvam—you; vidarbha-duhita—daughter of Vidarbha; na—not; 
ayam—this; virah—hero; su-hrt—well-wishing husband; tava—your; na—not; 
patih—husband; tuam—you; purafjanyah— of Puraijani; ruddhah—captured; 
nava-mukhe—in the body having nine gates; yaya—by the material energy. 


TRANSLATION 


Actually, you are not the daughter of Vidarbha, nor is this man, 
Malayadhvaja, your well-wishing husband. Nor were you the actual husband 
of Puranjani. You were simply captivated in this body of nine gates. 
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PURPORT 


In the material world many living entities come into contact with one 
another, and, increasing their attachment to a particular type of body, 
become related as father, husband, mother, wife, etc. Actually every living 
entity is a separate individual being, and it is because of his contact with 
matter that he comes together with other bodies and becomes falsely 
related. False bodies create various associations in the name of family, 
community, society and nationality. Actually every living entity is part 
and parcel of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but the living entities 
are overly engrossed in the material body. The Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Krsna, appears and gives instructions in the form of Bhagavad- 
gita and Vedic literatures. The Supreme Lord gives these instructions 
because He is the eternal friend of the living entities. His instructions are 
important because by them the living entity can obtain liberation from 
bodily engagement. As water passes down a river, many straws and grasses 
are carried from the shore. These straws and grasses come together in the 
river’s current, but when the waves toss this way and that, they are 
separated and carried somewhere else. Similarly, the innumerable living 
entities within this material world are being carried by the waves of 
material nature. Sometimes the waves bring them together, and they form 
friendships and relate to one another on a bodily basis of family, com- 
munity or nationality. Eventually they are thrown out of association by 
the waves of material nature. This process has been going on since the 
creation of material nature. In this regard, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
sings, 

(miche) mayara vase, yaccha bhese’, 
khaccha habudubu, bhai 

(jiva) krsna-dasa, e visvasa, 
karle ta’ ara duhkha nai 


“My dear living entities, you are being carried away by the waves of 
material nature. Sometimes you are on the surface, sometimes you are 
being drowned. In this way your eternal life is being spoiled. If you simply 
catch hold of Krsna and take shelter of His lotus feet, you will once again 
get free from all the miserable material conditions.” 

In this verse the words suhrt (well-wisher) and tava (your) are very 
significant. One’s so-called husband, relative, son, father, or whatever can 
not actually be a well-wisher. The only actual well-wisher is Krsna Himself, 
as Krsna confirms in Bhagavad-gita: suhrdam sarva-bhiitanam (Bg. 5.29). 
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Society, friendship, love and well-wishers are all simply results of being 
packed in different bodies. One should know this well and try to get out 
of this bodily encagement into which one is thrown birth after birth. One 
should take shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, and 
return home, back to Godhead. 


TEXT 61 


AAT AT AT Ber TeyAra fares arity | 
Hae art AS sat TIAA NGAI 


maya hy esa maya srsta 
yat pumamsam striyam satim 
manyase nobhayam yad vai 
hamsau pasyavayor gatim 


maya—illusory energy; hi—certainly; esda—this; maya—by Me; srsta— 
created; yat—from which; pumamsam—a male; striyam—a female; satim— 
chaste; manyase—you think; na—not; ubhayam—both; yat—because; vai— 
certainly; hamsau—freed from material contamination; pasya—just see; 
avayoh—our; gatim—factual position. 


TRANSLATION 


Sometimes you think yourself a man, sometimes a chaste woman, and 
sometimes a neutral eunuch. This is all because of the body, which is 
created by the illusory energy. This illusory energy is My potency, and 
actually both of us—you and I—are pure spiritual identities. Now just try 
to understand this. I am trying to explain our factual position. 


PURPORT 


The factual position of both the Supreme Personality of Godhead and 
the living entity is qualitatively one. The Supreme Lord is the Supreme 
Spirit, the Supersoul, and the living entity is the individual spiritual soul. 
Even though both of them are original spiritual identities, the living entity 
forgets his identity when he comes in contact with material nature and 
becomes conditioned. At such a time he identifies himself as a product of 
the material nature. Because of the material body, he forgets that he is the 
eternal (sandtana) part and parcel of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
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This is confirmed in this way: mamaivaméo jiva-loke jiva-bhiitah sanatanah. 
The word sanatana is found in several places in Bhagavad-gita. Both the 
Lord and the living entity are sandtana (eternal), and there is also a place 
known as sanatana beyond this material nature. The real residence of both 
the living entity and God is the domain of sanatana, not this material 
world. The material world is the temporary external energy of the Lord, 
and the living entity is placed in this material world because he wanted to 
imitate the position of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In this 
material world he tries to enjoy his senses to his best capacity. All the 
activities of the conditioned soul within this material world are perpetually 
taking place in different types of bodies, but when the living entity acquires 
developed consciousness, he should try to rectify his situation and again 
become a member of the spiritual world. The process by which one can 
return home, back to Godhead, is bhakti-yoga, sometimes called sanatana- 
dharma. Instead of accepting a temporary occupational duty based on the 
material body, one should take to the process of sanatana-dharma, or 
bhakti-yoga, so that he can put an end to this perpetual bondage in 
material bodies and once again return home, back to Godhead. As long as 
human society works on the basis of false material identification, all the 
so-called advancements of science and philosophy are simply useless. They 
only serve to mislead human society. Andha yathandhair upaniyamanah. 
In the material world, the blind simply lead the blind. 


TEXT 62 
HE HATA AHA <A AE (AT AN: | 
Tat qrafed BIASK HT TATA USA 


aham bhavan na canyas tvam 
tvuam evaham vicaksva bhoh 

na nau pasyanti kavayas 
chidram jatu manag api 


aham—I; bhavan—you; na—not; ca—also; anyah—different; tvuam—you; 
tvam—you; eva—certainly; aham—as I am; vicaksva—just observe; bhoh— 
My dear friend; na—not; nau—of us; pasyanti-do observe; kavayah— 
learned scholars; chidram—faulty differentiation; jatu—at any time; manak 
—in a small degree; api—even. 
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TRANSLATION 


My dear friend, I, the Supersoul, and you, the individual soul, are not 
different in quality, for we are both spiritual. In fact, My dear friend, 
you are qualitatively not different from Me in your constitutional 
position. Just try to consider this subject. Those who are actually advanced 
scholars, who are in knowledge, do not find any qualitative difference 
between you and Me. 


PURPORT 


Both the Supreme Personality of Godhead and the living entity 
are qualitatively one. There is no factual difference between the two. 
The Mayavadi philosophers are again and again defeated by the illusory 
energy because they think that there is no separation between the Super- 
soul and the individual soul or that there is no Supersoul. They are also 
misled in thinking that everything is the Supersoul. However, those who 
are kavayah, learned scholars, actually know the facts. They do not commit 
such mistakes. They know that God and the individual soul are one in 
quality, but that the individual soul falls under the clutches of maya, 
whereas the Supersoul, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is the con- 
troller of maya. Maya is the creation of the Supreme Lord (maya srsta); 
therefore the Supreme Lord is the controller of maya. Although one in 
quality with the Supreme Lord, the individual soul is under the control 
of maya. Mayavadi philosophers cannot distinguish between the controller 
and the controlled. 


TEXT 63 


TH FH AMARA: | 
faenganaaa = PAaeaTaTaRT 1831) 


yatha purusa atmanam 
ekam ddarSsa-caksusoh 

dvidhabhitam avekseta 
tathaivantaram avayoh 


yatha—as; purusah—the living entity; atmanam—his body; ekam— one; 
ddarsa—in a mirror; caksusoh—by the eyes; dvidha-adbhiitam—existing as 
two; avekseta—sees; tathad—similarly; eva—certainly; antaram—difference; 
avayoh— between ourselves. 
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TRANSLATION 


As a person sees the reflection of his body in a mirror to be one with 
himself and not different, whereas others actually see two bodies, so in 
our material condition, in which the living being is affected and yet not 
affected, there is a difference between God and the living entity. 


PURPORT 


Being affected by the conditioning of matter, Mayavadi philosophers 
cannot see the difference between the Supreme Lord and the living entity. 
When the sun is reflected in a pot of water, the sun knows that thtre is no 
difference between him and the reflected sun in the water. Those in 
ignorance, however, perceive that there are many small suns reflected in 
each and every pot. As far as the brilliance is concerned, there is brilliance 
both in the original sun and in the reflections, but the reflections are small, 
whereas the original sun is very large. Vaignava philosophers conclude that 
the living entity is simply asmall sample of the original Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. Qualitatively, God and the living entities are one, but quanti- 
tatively the living entities are small fragments of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. The Supreme Lord is full, powerful and opulent. In the 
previous verse, the Lord says, ““My dear friend, you and I are not different.” 
This nondifference refers to qualitative oneness, for it was not necessary 
for the Paramatma, the Supreme Personality, to remind the conditioned 
soul that he is not one in quantity. The self-realized soul never thinks 
that he and the Supreme Personality of Godhead are one in every respect. 
Although he and the Supreme Personality of Godhead are one in quality, 
the living entity is prone to forget his spiritual identity, whereas the 
Supreme Personality never forgets. This is the difference between lipta 
and alipta. The Supreme Personality of Godhead is eternally alipta, uncon- 
taminated by the external energy. The conditioned soul, however, being 
in contact with material nature, forgets his real identity; therefore when 
he sees himself in the conditioned state, he identifies himself with the 
body. For the Supreme Personality of Godhead, however, there is no 
difference between the body and the soul. He is completely soul; He has 
no material body. Although the Supersoul, Paramatma, and the individual 
soul are both within the body, the Supersoul is devoid of designation, 
whereas the conditioned soul is designated by his particular type of body. 
The Supersoul is called antaryami, and He is extensive. This is confirmed 
in Bhagavad-gita: 
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ksetrajriiam capt mam viddhi 
sarva-ksetresu bharata 
ksetra-ksetrajnayor jnanam 
yat taj jranam matam mama 


“@ scion of Bharata, you should understand that I am also the knower in 
all bodies, and to understand this body and its owner is called knowledge. 
That is My opinion.” (Bg. 13.3) 

The Supersoul is present in everyone’s body, whereas the individual soul 
is conditioned in one particular type of body. The individual soul cannot 
understand what is taking place in another’s body, but the Supersoul 
knows very well what is happening in all bodies. In other words, the 
Supersoul is always present in His full spiritual position, whereas the 
individual soul is prone to forget himself. Nor is the individual soul 
present everywhere. Generally in his conditioned state the individual soul 
cannot understand his relationship with the Supersoul, but sometimes, 
when he is free from all conditional existence, he can see the real difference 
between the Supersoul and himself. When the Supersoul tells the con- 
ditioned soul, ‘“You and I are one and the same,” it is to remind the con- 
ditioned soul of his spiritual identity as being qualitatively one. In the 
Third Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, it is said: 


yatholmukad visphulingad 
dhimad vapi sva-sambhavat 
apy atmatvenabhimatad 
yathagnih prthag ulmukat 
(Bhag. 3.28.40) 


Fire has different features. There is flame, the sparks and the smoke. 
Although these are one in quality, there is still a difference between the 
fire, the flame, the spark and the smoke. The living entity becomes 
conditioned, but the Supreme Personality of Godhead is different because 
He does not become conditioned at any point. In the Vedas it is stated: 
atma tatha prthag drasta bhagavan brahma-samjnitah. Atmais the individual 
soul as well as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the seer of 
everything. Although both are spirit, still there is always a difference. 
In the smrti it is also said: yathagneh ksudra visphulinga vyuccaranii. 
Just as sparks manifest in a large fire, similarly the small individual souls 
are present in the big spiritual flame. In Bhagavad-gitad Lord Krsna says: 
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maya tatam ida sarvam 
jagad avyakta-murtina 

mat-sthani sarva-bhutani 
na caham tesv avasthitah 


“By Me, in My unmanifested form, this entire universe is pervaded. All 
beings are in Me, but I am not in them.” (Bg. 9.4) 

Although all living entities are resting in Him, as small fiery sparks 
rest on a large flame, both are differently situated. Similarly, in the Visnu 
Purana it is said: 

eka-desa-sthitasyagner 
jyotsna vistarini yatha 

parasya brahmanah Ssaktis 
tathedam akhilam jagat 


‘Fire is situated in one place, but it distributes heat and light. Similarly, 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead is distributing His energies in different 
ways.” The living entity is but one of these energies (marginal energy). The 
energy and the energetic are one in one sense, but they are differently 
situated as energy and the energetic. Similarly, the sac-cid-ananda form 
confirmed in Brahma-samhita (iSvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-anande- 
vigrahah) is different from that of the living entity in both his conditioned 
and liberated states. Only atheists consider the living entity and the Person- 
ality of Godhead equal in all respects. Caitanya Mahaprabhu therefore says, 
mayavadi-bhasya sunile haya sarva-nasa. “If one follows the instructions of 
Mayavadi philosophers and believes that the Supreme Personality of God- 
head and the individual soul are one, his understanding of real philosophy is 
forever doomed.” 


TEXT 64 


ud A Aaa sat saa Aferathya: | 
BATAAN ATANT TAs TTLAAUG VI 


evam sa manaso hamso 
hamsena pratibodhitah 

sva-sthas tad-vyabhicarena 
nastam apa punah smrtim 


1364 Srimad-Bhagavatam [Canto 4, Ch. 28 


evam—thus; sah—he (the individual soul); manasah—living together 
within the heart; hamsah—like the swan; harmsena—by the other swan; 
pratibodhitah—being instructed; sva-sthah—situated in self-realization; tat- 
vyabhicarena—by being separated from the Supersoul; nastam— which was 
lost; 4pe— gained; punah— again; smrtim—real memory. 


TRANSLATION 


In this way both swans live together in the heart. When the one swan is 
instructed by the other, he is situated in his constitutional position. This 
means he regains his original Krsna consciousness, which was lost because 
of his material attraction. 


PURPORT 


Here it is clearly stated: hamso hamsena pratibodhitah. The individual 
soul and the Supersoul are both compared to swans (hamsa) because they 
are white or uncontaminated. One swan, however, is superior and is the 
instructor of the other. When the inferior swan is separated from the other 
swan, he is attracted to material enjoyment. This is the cause of his fall- 
down. When he hears the instructions of the other swan, he understands his 
real position and is again revived to his original consciousness. The Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Krsna, comes down (avatara) to deliver His devo- 
tees and kill the demons. He also gives His sublime instructions in the form 
of Bhagavad-gita. The individual soul has to understand his position by the 
grace of the Lord and the spiritual master because the text of Bhagavad- 
gita cannot be understood simply by academic qualifications. One has to 
learn Bhagavad-gita from a realized soul. 


tad viddhi pranipatena 
pariprasnena sevaya 

upadeksyanti te jrianam 
Jfianinas tattva-darsinah 


**Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from 
him submissively and render service unto him. The self-realized soul can 
impart knowledge unto you because he has seen the truth.” (Bg. 4.34) 
Thus one has to select a bona fide spiritual master and become en- 
lightened to his original consciousness. In this way the individual soul can 
understand that he is always subordinate to the Supersoul. As soon as he 
declines to remain subordinate and tries to become an enjoyer, he begins 
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his material conditioning. When he abandons this spirit of being an indi- 
vidual owner or enjoyer, he becomes situated in his liberated state. The word 
sva-sthah, meaning “situated in one’s original position,” is very significant 
in this verse. When one gives up his unwanted attitude of superiority, he 
becomes situated in his original position. The word tad-vyabhicarena is also 
significant, for it indicates that when one is separated from God due to 
disobedience, his real sense is lost. Again, by the grace of Krgna and guru, 
he can be properly situated in his liberated position. These verses are spoken 
by Srila Narada Muni, and his purpose in speaking them is to revive our 
consciousness. Although the living entity and the Supersoul are one in 
quality, the individual soul has to pursue the instruction of the Supersoul. 
That is the state of liberation. 


TEXT 65 
TRMATTTTA TAT TART | 
TVA AN Td wary fears: Eu 


barhismann etad adhydtmam 
paroksyena pradarsitam 

yat paroksa-priyo devo 
bhagavan visva-bhavanah 


barhisman—O King Pracinabarhi; etat—this; adhyatmam-— narration of 
self-realization; pdaroksyena—indirectly; pradarsitam—instructed; yat— 
because; paroksa-priyah—interesting by indirect description; devah—the 
Supreme Lord; bhagavan—Personality of Godhead; visva-bhavanah—the 
cause of all causes. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King Pracinabarhi, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the 
cause of all causes, is celebrated to be known indirectly. Thus I have 
described the story of Puranijana to you. Actually it is an instruction for 
self-realization. 


PURPORT 


There are many similar stories in the Puranas for self-realization. As 
stated in the Vedas: paroksa-priya iva hi devah. There are many stories in 
the Puranas that are intended to interest ordinary men in transcendental 
subjects, but actually these refer to real facts. They are not to be considered 
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stories without a transcendental purpose. Some of them refer to real 
historical facts. One should be interested, however, in the real purport of 
the story. Indirect instruction is quickly understandable for a common 
man. Factually the path of bhakti-yoga is the path of hearing directly 
about the pastimes of the Supreme Personality of Godhead (Sravanam 
kirtanam visnoh), but those who are not interested in hearing directly 
about the activities of the Lord, or who cannot understand them, can very 
effectively hear such stories and fables like this one narrated by Narada 
Muni. 


The following is a glossary of some of the important words in this chapter. 


Adesakari. The actions resulting from sinful activities. 

Agastya. The mind. 

Amatya. The governor of the senses, the mind. 

Arbuda-arbuda. Various types of Sravana and kirtana of the Supreme 
Lord’s name, quality, form and so on. 

Ari. Impediments like disease. 


Bhoga. Enjoyment. Herein this word refers to real enjoyment in spiritual 
life. 
Bhrtya. The servants of the body, namely the senses. 


Dravida-raja. Devotional service or a person eligible to act in devotional 
service. 
Dvara. The doors of the body, such as the eyes and ears. 


Grha. Home. For spiritual cultivation one requires an undisturbed place 
or the good association of devotees. 


Idhmavaha. The devotee who approaches the spiritual master. Idhma 
refers to wood that is taken to burn as fuel for a fire. A brahmacari 
is supposed to take this idhma to ignite the fire used in performing 
sacrifices. By spiritual instruction a brahmacari is trained to ignite a fire 
and offer oblations in the morning. He is supposed to go to the spiritual 
master to take lessons on transcendental subject matter, and the Vedic 
injunction is that when approaching the spiritual master one must carry 
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with him fuel to perform yajfias, or sacrifices. The exact Vedic injunction 
is as follows: 


tad-vijfidnartham sa gurum evabhigacchet 
samit-panih srotriyam brahma-nistham 


‘To learn transcendental subject matter, one must approach the spiritual 
master. In doing so, he should carry fuel to burn in sacrifice. The symptom 
of such a spiritual master is that he is expert in understanding the Vedic 
conclusion and therefore he constantly engages in the service of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead.” (Mundaka Upanisad 1.2.12) By 
serving such a bona fide spiritual master, gradually a conditioned soul 
becomes detached from material enjoyment and invariably makes prog- 
ress in spiritual realization under the direction of the spiritual master. 
Those who are misled by the illusory energy are never interested in ap- 
proaching a spiritual master to make life successful. 


Jaya. Intelligence. 
Jirna-sarpa. The fatigued air of life. 


Kalakanya. The invalidity of old age. 

Kama. A high fever. 

Kulacala. The place where there is no disturbance. 
Kutumbini. Intelligence. 


Madireksana. Madireksana refers to one whose eyes are so attractive that 
one who observes them becomes maddened by her. In other words, 
madireksana means a very beautiful young girl. According to Jiva 
Gosvami, madireksand means the personified deity of bhakti. If one is at- 
tracted by the bhakti cult, he becomes engaged in the service of the 
Lord and the spiritual master, and thus his life becomes successful. 
Vaidarbhi, the woman, became a follower of her husband. As she left 
her comfortable home for the service of her husband, so a serious student 
of spiritual understanding must give up everything for the service of the 
spiritual master. As stated by Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, yasya 
prasadad bhagavat-prasadah: if one wants actual success in life, he must 
strictly follow the instructions of the spiritual master. By following such 
instructions, one is sure to make rapid progress in spiritual life. This 
statement by Visvanatha Cakravarti is in pursuance of the following 
injunction from the Svetasvatara Upanisad: 
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yasya deve para bhaktir 
yatha deve tatha gurau 

tasyaite kathita hy arthah 
prakasante mahatmanah 


“Only unto those great souls who have implicit faith in both the Lord 

and the spiritual master are all the imports of Vedic knowledge auto- 

matically revealed.” (Svet. Up. 6.23) In the Chandogya Upanisad it is 

said, dcdryavan puruso veda: “One who approaches a bona fide spiritual 

master can understand everything about spiritual realization.” 
Malayadhvaja. A nice devotee who is like sandalwood. 


Paiicala. The five sense objects. 

Paricchada. The total aggregate of the senses. 

Paura-jana. The seven elements that constitute the body. 
Pautra. Patience and gravity. 

Prajvara. A kind of fever called visnu-jvara. 

Pratikriya. Counteracting agents such as mantras and medicines. 
Pura-palaka. The life air. 


Putra. Consciousness. 


Sainika. The condition of threefold miseries. 

Sapta-suta. The seven sons, namely hearing, chanting, remembering, of- 
fering prayers, serving the lotus feet of the Lord, worshiping the Deity, 
and becoming a servant of the Lord. 

Sauhrdya. Endeavor. 

Suta. The son of Vaidarbhi, or, in other words, one who is somewhat 
advanced in fruitive activities and who comes in contact with a devotee 
spiritual master. Such a person becomes interested in the subject matter 
of devotional service. 


Vaidarbhi. The woman who was formerly a man but took birth as a woman 
in his next life because of too much attachment to woman. Darbha 
means kusa grass. In fruitive activities, or karma-kdndiya cere- 
monies, one requires kusa grass. Thus vaidarbhi refers to one who 
takes birth in a family of karma-kandiya understanding. However, if by 
karma-kanda activities one by chance comes in contact with a devotee, 
as Vaidarbhi did when she married Malayadhvaja, his life becomes suc- 
cessful. He then pursues the devotional service of the Lord. The con- 
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ditioned soul becomes liberated simply by following the instructions 
of the bona fide spiritual master. 

Vidarbha-rajasimha. The best of persons who are expert in fruitive 
activities. 

Virya. One who has mercy. 


Yavana. The servant of Yamaraja. 
Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Fourth Canto, Twenty- 


eighth Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “Purafijana Becomes 
a Woman in the Next Life.” 


CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE 


Talks Between Narada 
and King Pracinabarnhi 


TEXT 1 
maaeaany 


ama TST THAT | 
Sarat A Te HAMA U2 UI 


pracinabarhir uvaca 
bhagavaris te vaco ‘smabhir 
na samyag avagamyate 
kavayas tad vijananti 
na vayam karma-mohitah 


pracinabarhih uvaca—King Pracinabarhi said; bhagavan—O my lord; te— 
your; vacah—words; asmabhih—by us; na—never; samyak—perfectly; 
avagamyate—are understood; kavayah—those who are expert; tat—that; 
vijananti—can understand; na—never; vayam—we; karma—by _fruitive 
activities; mohitah—enchanted. 


TRANSLATION 


King Pracinabarhi replied: My dear lord, we could not appreciate com- 
pletely the purport of your allegorical story of King Purafijana. Actually 
those who are perfect in spiritual knowledge can understand, but for us, 
who are overly attached to fruitive activities, to realize the purpose of 
your story is very difficult. 

PURPORT 


In Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says: 


tribhir gunamayair bhavair 
ebhih sarvam idam jagat 


1371 
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mohitam nabhianati 
mam ebhyah param avyayam 


‘“Deluded by the three modes [goodness, passion and ignorance], the 
whole world does not know Me, who am above the modes and inexhaust- 
ible.”’ (Bg. 7.13) 

Generally people are enchanted by the three modes of material nature 
and therefore practically unable to understand that behind all material- 
istic activities in the cosmic manifestation is the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Krsna. Generally when people are engaged in sinful or pious 
activities, they are not perfect in knowledge of devotional service. The 
allegorical story narrated by Narada Muni to King Barhisman is especially 
meant to engage conditioned souls in devotional service. The entire 
story, narrated allegorically, is easily understood by a person in devotional 
service, but those who are engaged not in devotional service but in sense 
gratification cannot perfectly understand it. That is admitted by King 
Barhism4n. 

This Twenty-ninth Chapter describes that by too much attachment for 
women one becomes a woman in the next life, but a person who associates 
with the Supreme Personality of Godhead or His representative becomes 
free from all material attachments and is thus liberated. 


TEXT 2 


ae Fay 
ged Ward ey TAT AAT: TAI 
cReaaane = ACANTHA II 2 Il 


narada uvdca 
purusam purafijanam vidyad 
yad vyanakty dtmanah puram 
eka-dui-tri-catus-padam 
bahu-padam apadakam 


ndradah uvaca—Narada said; purusam—the living entity, the enjoyer; 
purafijanam— King Purahjana; vidyat—one should know; yat—inasmuch as; 
vyanakti—he produces; adtmanah—of himself; puram— dwelling place; eka— 
one; dvi—two; tri—three; catuh-pddam—with four legs; bahu-padam—with 
many legs; apadakam— without legs. 
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TRANSLATION 


The great sage Narada Muni continued: You must understand that 
Puranjana, the living entity, transmigrates according to his own work into 
different types of bodies, which may be one-legged, two-legged, three- 
legged, four-legged, many-legged or simply legless. Transmigrating into 
these various types of bodies, the living entity, as the so-called enjoyer, is 


known as Puranijana. 
PURPORT 


How the spirit soul transmigrates from one type of body to another is 
nicely described here. The word eka-pdda, one-legged, refers to ghosts, 
for it is said that ghosts walk on one leg. The word dvi-pdda, meaning 
biped, refers to human beings. When he is old and invalid, the human 
being is supposed to be a triped, or three-legged, because he walks with 
the help of a stick or some kind of cane. Of course the word catus-pada 
refers to quadrupeds or animals. The word bahu-pada refers to those 
creatures who have more than four legs. There are many insects, such as 
the centipede, and also many aquatic animals that have many legs. The 
word apddaka, meaning without legs, refers to serpents. The name 
Puranjana indicates one who enjoys possessing different types of bodies. 
His mentality for enjoyment in the material world is accommodated by 
different types of bodies. 

TEXT 3 


WHMMITA FIA Aaa: | 
Ta fraraa gharalatiat Brarym i 3 1 


yo ‘vijriatahrtas tasya 
purusasya sakhesvarah 

yan na vijiiayate pumbhir 
namabhir va kriya-gunaih 


yah—he who; avijfiata—unknown; ahrtah—described; tasya—of him; 
purusasya—of the living entity; sakha—eternal friend; isvarah—the master; 
yat—because; na—never; vijiidyate—is understood; pumbhih—by the living 
entities; namabhih—by names; va—or; kriya-gunaih—by activities or qualities. 


TRANSLATION 


The person I have described as unknown is the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, the master and eternal friend of the living entity. Since the 
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living entities cannot realize the Supreme Personality of Godhead by 
material names, activities or qualities, He remains everlastingly unknown 
to the conditioned soul. 


PURPORT 


Because the Supreme Personality of Godhead is unknown to the con- 
ditioned soul, He is sometimes described in Vedic literatures as nirakara, 
avijfidta, or avdnmanasa-gocara. Actually it is a fact that the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead cannot be perceived by material senses as far as 
His form, name, quality, pastimes or paraphernalia are concerned. However, 
when one is spiritually advanced, one can understand the name, form, 
qualities, pastimes and paraphernalia of the Supreme Lord. This is con- 
firmed in Bhagavad-gita: 


bhaktya mam abhyanati 
yavan yas cdsmi tattvatah 

tato mam tattvato jriatva 
vigate tad-anantaram 


‘One can understand the Supreme Personality as He is only by devotional 
service. And when one is in full consciousness of the Supreme Lord by 
such devotion, he can enter into the kingdom of God.” (Bg. 18.55) 

One can understand in truth the Supreme Personality of Godhead only 
when one is engaged in devotional service. Ordinary persons engaged in 
pious and impious activities cannot understand the form, name and 
activities of the Lord. The devotee, however, can know the Personality of 
Godhead in many respects. He can understand that Krsna is the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, that His address is Goloka Vrndavana and that 
His activities are all spiritual. Because the Lord’s form and activities 
cannot be understood by materialistic people, He is described by the 
§astras as nirdkara, that is, one whose form cannot be ascertained by a 
materialistic person. This does not mean that the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead has no form; it means that it is not understood by the karmis or 
fruitive actors. His form is described in Brahma-sarhitd as sac-cid-dnanda 
vigraha. As confirmed by the Padma Purana: 


atah Sri-krsna-ndmddi 
na bhaved grahyam indriyaih 
sevonmukhe hi jihvadau 
svayam eva sphuraty adah 
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‘‘No one can understand Krsna as He is by utilizing the blunt material 
senses. However, the Lord reveals Himself to His devotees, being pleased 
with them because of their transcendental loving service rendered unto 
Him.” 

Since the name, form, qualities and activities of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead Krsna cannot be understood by the material senses, He is also 
called adhoksaja, meaning beyond sense perception. When the senses are 
purified by devotional activity, the devotee understands everything about 
the Lord by the Lord’s grace. In this verse the words pumbhir namabhir 
vd kriya-gunath are especially significant because God, Krsna, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, has many names, activities and qualities, although 
none of them are material. Despite the fact that all these names, activities 
and pastimes are mentioned in the sastras and understood by the devotees, 
the karmis (fruitive laborers) cannot understand them. Nor can the jnanis 
(mental speculators) understand them. Although there are thousands of 
names of Lord Visnu, the karmis and jridnis intermingle the names of the 
Supreme Godhead with the names of demigods and human beings. Because 
they cannot understand the actual name of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, they take for granted that any name can be accepted. They 
believe that since the Absolute Truth is impersonal, they can call Him by 
any name. Otherwise, they maintain, He has no name. This is not a fact. 
Here it is clearly stated: ndmabhir va kriyd-gunath. The Lord has specific 
names such as Rama, Krsna, Govinda, Narayana, Visnu and Adhoksgaja. 
There are indeed many names, but the conditioned soul cannot understand 


them. 
TEXT 4 


Ta TTY GSU: HAA HATTA | 
vast fremett aaa arftafa Ul 2 I 


yada jighrksan purusah 
kartsnyena prakrter gunan 

nava-dvaram dvi-hastanghri 
tatramanuta sadhv iti 


yada—when,; jighrksan—desiring to enjoy; purusah—the living entity; 
kartsnyena—in total; prakrieh—of material nature; gunan—the modes; 
nava-dvaram— having nine gates; dui— two; hasta— hands; anghri—legs; tatra— 
there; amanuta—he thought; sadhu—very good; iti—thus. 
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TRANSLATION 


When the living entity wants to enjoy the modes of material nature in 
their totality, he prefers, out of many bodily forms, to accept that body 
which has nine gates, two hands and two legs. Thus he prefers to become 
a human being or a demigod. 


PURPORT 


This is a very nice explanation of how the spiritual being, the part and 
parcel of Krsna, God, accepts a material body by virtue of his own desires. 
Accepting two hands, two legs, and so on, the living entity fully enjoys the 
modes of material nature. Lord Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita: 


iccha-dvesa samutthena 
dvandva-mohena bharata 

sarva-bhiitani sammoham 
sarge yanti parantapa 


“O scion of Bharata [Arjuna], O conquerer of the foe, all living entities 
are born into delusion, overcome by the dualities of desire and hate.” 
(Bg. 7.27) 

Originally the living entity is a spiritual being, but when he actually 
desires to enjoy this material world, he comes down. From this verse we 
can understand that the living entity first accepts a body that is human in 
form, but gradually, due to his degraded activities, he falls into lower 
forms of life—into the animal, plant and aquatic forms. By the gradual 
process of evolution, the living entity again attains the body of a human 
being and is given another chance to get out of the process of transmigra- 
tion. If he again misses his chance in the human form to understand his 
position, he is again placed in the cycle of birth and death in various types 
of bodies. 

The desire of the living entity to come into the material world is not 
very difficult to understand. Although one may be born in a family of 
Aryans, where there are restrictions against meat-eating, intoxication, 
gambling and illicit sex, still one may want to enjoy these forbidden 
things. There is always someone who wants to go to a prostitute for 
illicit sex or to ahotel to eat meat and drink wine. There is always someone 
who wants to gamble at nightclubs or enjoy so-called sports. All these 
propensities are already within the hearts of the living entities, but some 
living entities stop to enjoy these abominable activities and consequently 
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fall down to a degraded platform. The more one desires a degraded life 
within his heart, the more he falls down to occupy different forms of 
abominable existence. This is the process of transmigration and evolution. 
A particular type of animal may have a strong tendency to enjoy one 
kind of sense enjoyment, but in the human form one can enjoy all the 
senses. The human form has the facility to utilize all the senses for 
gratification. Unless one is properly trained, he becomes a victim of the 
modes of material nature, as confirmed by Bhagavad-gita: 


prakrteh kriyamanani 
gunaith karmani sarvasah 

ahankara-vimidhatma 
kartaham iti manyate 


“The bewildered spirit soul, under the influence of the three modes of 
material nature, thinks himself the doer of activities that are in actuality 
carried out by nature.” (Bg. 3.27) 

As soon as one desires to enjoy his senses, he puts himself under the 
control of material energy and automatically or mechanically is placed 
into the cycle of birth and death in various life forms. 


TEXT 5 


ag a wnat faenneria aH | 
arate Ses ferq gary aS sa 


buddhim tu pramadam vidyan 
mamdéham iti yat-krtam 

yam adhisthaya dehe ’smin 
puman bhunkte ’ksabhir gunan 


buddhim—intelligence; tu—then; pramadam—the young woman 
(Purafijani); vidyat—one should know; mama—my; aham—I; iti—thus; 
yat-krtam—done by intelligence; yam—which intelligence; adhisthaya— 
taking shelter of; dehe—in the body; asmin—this; puman-—the living entity; 
bhunkte—suffers and enjoys; aksabhih—by the senses; gunan—the modes of 
material nature. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Narada continued: The word pramada mentioned in this 
regard refers to material intelligence, or ignorance. It is to be understood 


1378 Srimad-Bhagavatam | Canto 4, Ch. 29 


as such. When one takes shelter of this kind of intelligence, he identifies 
himself with the material body. Influenced by the material consciousness 
of “I? and “mine,” he begins to enjoy and suffer through his senses. Thus 
the living entity is entrapped. 


PURPORT 


In material existence so-called intelligence is actually ignorance. When 
intelligence is cleared up, it is called buddhi-yoga. In other words, when 
intelligence is dovetailed with the desires of Krsna, it is called buddhi-yoga 
or bhakti-yoga. Therefore in Bhagavad-gita Krsna says: 


tesa satata-yuktanam 
bhajatam priti-pirvakam 
dadami buddhi-yogam tam 


yena mam upayantti te 


“To those who are constantly devoted and worship Me with love, I give 
the understanding by which they can come to Me.” (Bg. 10.10) 

Real intelligence means linking with the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. When this is done, the Supreme Personality of Godhead from 
within gives one the real intelligence by which one can return home, back 
to Godhead. Intelligence in the material world is described in this verse as 
pramada because in material existence the living entity falsely claims things 
to be his. He thinks, “I am the monarch of all I survey.” This is ignorance. 
Actually nothing belongs to him. Even the body and the senses do not 
belong to him, for they are given to him by the grace of the Lord to satisfy 
his different propensities through the material energy. Nothing actually 
belongs to the living entity, but he becomes mad after everything, claiming, 
“This is mine. This is mine. This is mine.” Janasya moho *yam aham 
mameti. This is called illusion. Nothing belongs to the living entity, but he 
claims that everything belongs to him. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
recommends that this false intelligence be purified (ceto-darpana- 
marjanam). When the mirror of intelligence is polished, the real activities 
of the living entity begin. This means that when a person comes to the 
platform of Krsna consciousness, his real intelligence acts. At that time 
he knows that everything belongs to Krsna and nothing belongs to him. 
As long as one thinks that everything belongs to him, he is in material 
consciousness, and when he knows perfectly that everything belongs to 
Krsna, he is in Krsna consciousness. 
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TEXT 6 


AAT Sex Mat HA A THAT | 
ACTATAT; AM: TaraHAT 1 EU 


sakhaya indriya-gana 
jiadnam karma ca yat-krtam 
sakhyas tad-vrttayah pranah 
pafica-vrttir yathoragah 


sakhayah—the male friends; indriya-ganah—the senses; jianam—knowl- 
edge; karma—activity; ca—also; yat-krtam—done by the senses; sakhyah— 
female friends; fat—of the senses; vrttayah—engagements; pranah—life air; 
parica-vrttih—having five processes; yatha—like; uragah—the serpent. 


TRANSLATION 


The five working senses and the five senses that acquire knowledge are 
all male friends of Purafijani. The living entity is assisted by these senses 
in acquiring knowledge and engaging in activity. The engagements of the 
senses are known as girl friends, and the serpent, which was described as 
having five heads, is the life air acting within the five circulatory processes. 


PURPORT 


krsna-bahirmukha haiia bhoga-varicha kare 
nikata-stha maya tare japatiya dhare 
(Prema-vivarta 6.2) 


Because of his desire to enjoy the material world, the living entity is 
dressed with the material gross and subtle bodies. Thus he is given a chance 
to enjoy the senses. The senses are therefore the instruments for enjoying 
the material world; consequently the senses have been described as friends. 
Sometimes, because of too much sinful activity, the living entity does not 
get a material gross body, but hovers on the subtle platform. This is called 
ghostly life. Because of his not possessing a gross body, he creates a great 
deal of trouble in his subtle body. Thus the presence of a ghost is horrible 
for those who are living in the gross body. As stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


utkramantam sthitam vapi 
bhurjanam va gunanvitam 
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vimiidha nanupasyanti 
pasyanti jiana-caksusah 


“The foolish cannot understand how a living entity can quit his body, nor 
can they understand what sort of body he enjoys under the spell of the 
modes of nature. But one whose eyes are trained in knowledge can see all 
this.” (Bg. 15.10) 

The living entities are merged into the air of life, which acts in different 
ways for circulation. There is prana, apana, udana, vyana, and samana, and 
because the life air functions in this fivefold way, it is compared to the five- 
hooded serpent. The soul passes through the kundalini-cakra like a serpent 
crawling on the ground. The life air is compared to uraga, the serpent. 
Pajica-vrtti is the desire to satisfy the senses, attracted by five sense 
objects—namely, form, taste, sound, smell and touch. 


TEXT 7 


aad wa frargaalezzarray | 
Taal: Ta ATT THEY ATE TTT AN II 


brhad-balam mano vidyad 
ubhayendriya-nayakam 

pajicalah pajica visaya 
yan-madhye nava-kham puram 


brhat-balam—very powerful; manah—the mind; vidyat—one should 
know; ubhaya-indriya—of both groups of senses; ndyakam—the leader; 
pajicalah —the kingdom named Pancala; pafica—five; visayah—sense objects; 
yat—of which; madhye—in the midst; nava-kham—having nine apertures; 
puram—the city. 
TRANSLATION 


The eleventh attendant, who is the commander of the others, is known 
as the mind. He is the leader of the senses both in the acquisition of 
knowledge and in the performance of work. The Paricala kingdom is that 
atmosphere in which the five sense objects are enjoyed. Within that 
Paricala kingdom is the city of the body, which has nine gates. 


PURPORT 


The mind is the center of all activities and is described here as brhad- 
bala, very powerful. To get out of the clutches of mdyd, material existence, 
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one has to control his mind. According to training, the mind is the friend 
and the enemy of the living entity. If one gets a good manager, his estate 
is very nicely managed, but if the manager is a thief, his estate is spoiled. 
Similarly, in his material conditional existence, the living entity gives 
power of attorney to his mind. As such, he is liable to be misdirected by 
his mind into enjoying sense objects. Srila Ambarisa Maharaja therefore 
first engaged his mind upon the lotus feet of the Lord. Sa vai manah krsna- 
padaravindayoh. When the mind is engaged in meditation on the lotus feet 
of the Lord, the senses are controlled. This system of control is called 
yama, and this means subduing the senses. One who can subdue the senses 
is called a gosvami, but one who cannot control the mind is called go-dasa. 
The mind directs the activities of the senses, which are expressed through 
different outlets, as described in the next verse. 


TEXT 8 


afaont aaa ant ad Rrearaarfate | 
22 amt afeaht qafefizadaa: tic it 


aksini nasike karnau 
mukham sisna-gudav iti 

dve dve dvarau bahir yati 
yas tad-indriya-samyutah 


aksini—two eyes; ndsike—two nostrils; karnau—two ears; mukham— 
mouth; signa—genitals; gudau—and rectum; iti— thus; dve—two; dve—two; 
dvarau— gates; bahih—outside; yati—goes; yah—one who; tat—through the 
gates; indriya—by the senses; sarmyutah— accompanied. 


TRANSLATION 


The eyes, nostrils and ears are pairs of gates situated in one place. The 
mouth, genital and rectum are also different gates. Being placed into a 
body having these nine gates, the living entity acts externally in the 
material world and enjoys sense objects like form and taste. 


PURPORT 


Not being aware of his spiritual position, the living entity, directed by 
the mind, goes out through the nine gates to enjoy material objects. 
Because of long association with material objects, he forgets his real 
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spiritual activities and is thus misled. The entire world is going on being 
misled by so-called leaders like scientists and philosophers who have 
no knowledge of the spirit soul. Thus the conditioned soul becomes more 


and more entangled. 
TEXT 9 


afaot afte areafata gage: San: | 
fA ZAIN: HOt SAT Ta AT | 
qfaa zeonant ae fraftera 118 1 


aksini nasike dsyam 
itt pafica purah krtah 
daksina daksinah karna 
uttara cottarah smrtah 
pascime ity adho dvarau 
gudam sisnam thocyate 


aksini-two eyes; ndsike—two nostrils; adsyam—the mouth; iti—thus; 
pajica—five; purah—on the front; krtah—made; daksina—southern gate; 
daksinah—right; karnah—ear; uttara—northern gate; ca—also; uttarah—left 
ear; smrtah—understood; pascime—on the west; iti—thus; adhah—down- 
wards; dvdrau—two gates; gudam—rectum; §isnam—genital; iha—here; 
ucyate—is said. 


TRANSLATION 


Two eyes, two nostrils and a mouth—all together five—are situated in 
the front. The right ear is accepted as the southern gate, and the left ear as 
the northern gate. The two holes or gates situated in the west are known as 
the rectum and genital. 


PURPORT 


Of all the sides, the eastern is considered most important, primarily 
because the sun rises from that direction. The gates on the eastern side— 
the eyes, nose and mouth—are thus very important gates in the body. 


TEXT 10 


autasstigat aa aa cat fie | 
wy fant area ae ATIaT: 112 oll 
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khadyotavirmukhi catra 
netre ekatra nirmite 

rupam vibhrajitam tabh yam 
vicaste caksusesvarah 


khadyotaé—named Khadyota; avirmukhi—named Avirmukhi; ca—also; 
atra—here; netre—the two eyes; ekatra—in one place; nirmite—created; 
rupam— form; vibhrajitam— named Vibhrajita (brilliant); tabh yam— through 
the eyes; vicaste—perceives; caksusa—with the sense of sight; iSvarah—the 
master. 


TRANSLATION 


The two gates named Khadyotaand Avirmukhi, which have been spoken 
of, are the two eyes side by side in one place. The town named Vibhrajita 
should be understood as form. In this way the two eyes are always engaged 
in seeing different kinds of forms. 


PURPORT 


The two eyes are attracted by brilliant things like light. Sometimes we 
find that little insects are attracted by the brightness of fire and thus enter 
into it. Similarly, the two eyes of the living entity are attracted by bright 
and beautiful forms. They are entangled in these forms, exactly as the 
insect becomes attracted to fire. 


TEXT 11 


afer aiferet Aa Teg: ATA TAP | 
TOSI A TTT fret TTA: 2 2 


nalini nalini nase 
gandhah saurabha ucyate 
ghrano ‘vadhito mukhyasyam 
vipano vag rasavid rasah 


nalini-_named Nalini; nalini—named Nalini; ndse—the two nostrils; 
gandhah—aroma; saurabhah—Saurabha (fragrance); ucyate—is called; 
ghranah—the sense of smell; avadhitah—called Avadhita; mukhya— 
called Mukhya (principal); dsyam—the mouth; vipanah—named Vipana; 
vak—the faculty of speech; rasa-vit—named Rasajfia (expert in tasting); 
rasah—the sense of taste. 
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TRANSLATION 


The two doors named Nalini and Nalini should be known as the two 
nostrils, and the city named Saurabha represents aroma. The companion 
spoken of as Avadhita is the sense of smell. The door called Mukhya is 
the mouth, and Vipana is the faculty of speech. Rasajria is the sense of 
taste. 

PURPORT 


The word avadhiita means “‘most free.’’ A person is not under the rules 
and regulations of any injunction when he has attained the stage of 
avadhita. In other words, he can act as he likes. This avadhita is exactly 
like air, which does not care for any obstruction. In Bhagavad-gita it is said: 


caicalam hi manah krsna 
pramathi balavad drdham 

tasyaham nigraham manye 
vayor wa suduskaram 


“For the mind is restless, turbulent, obstinate and very strong, O Krsna, 
and to subdue it is, it seems to me, more difficult than controlling the 
wind.” (Bg. 6.34) 

Just as the air or wind cannot be checked by anyone, the two nostrils, 
situated in one place, enjoy the sense of smell without impediment. When 
the tongue is present, the mouth continually tastes all kinds of relishable 
foodstuffs. 

TEXT 12 


mI SaaeNisl Praag FETA | 
fragafam: sot saat Bae: waa 122 


apano vyavaharo ’tra 
citram andho bahiidanam 
pitrhir daksinah karna 
uttaro devahith smrtah 


apanah—named Apana; vyavahdrah—business of the tongue; atra—here; 
citram—of all varieties; andhah—eatables; bahitdanam—named Bahiidana; 
pitr-huih—named Pitrhi; daksinah— right; karnah—ear; uttarah—left; deva- 
hih—Devahii; smrtah—is called. 
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TRANSLATION 


The city called Apana represents engagement of the tongue in speech, 
and Bahudana is the variety of foodstuffs. The right ear is called the gate 
of Pitrhi, and the left ear is called the gate of Devahi.. 


TEXT 13 
Td 4 frrd 3 aa TTcdfeay | 
fread ara MAST TENA 12 2 


pravrttam ca nivritam ca 
Sastram paricala-samjritam 

pitr-yanam deva-yanam 
srotrac chruta-dharad vrajet 


pravrttam—the process of sense enjoyment; ca—also; nivrttam—the 
process of detachment; ca—also; Sastram—scripture; pafcala—Paiicala; 
samjnitam—is described as; pitr-yanam—going to Pitrloka; deva-yanam— 
going to Devaloka; srotrat—by hearing; sruta-dharat—by the companion 
named Srutadhara; vrajet—one can be elevated. 


TRANSLATION 


Narada Muni continued: The city spoken of as Daksina-paricala repre- 
sents the scriptures meant for directing pravrtti, the process of sense 
enjoyment in fruitive activities. The other city, named Uttara-paricala, 
represents the scriptures meant for decreasing fruitive activities and 
increasing knowledge. The living entity receives different kinds of knowl- 
edge by means of two ears, and some living entities are promoted to 
Pitrloka and some to Devaloka. All this is made possible by the two ears. 


PURPORT 


The Vedas are known as Sruti, and the knowledge received from them 
through aural reception is called Srutadhara. As stated in Bhagavad-gita, 
one can be promoted to the planets of the demigods or to the planets of 
the pitas (forefathers), or even to the Vaikuntha planets, simply through 
the process of hearing. These things have already been explained in 
previous chapters. 
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TEXT 14 
WA AgnaParevarn mr Ta: | 
STN FAG: Aten) Peas sa7 2vI1 


asuri medhram arvdg-dvar 
vyavayo graminam ratih 

upastho durmadah prokto 
nirrtir guda ucyate 


dsuri—called Asuri; medhram-—the genital; arvak—of the fools and rascals; 
dvah—gate; vyavdyah—performing sexual affairs; graminadm—of common 
men; ratih—attraction; upasthah—the faculty of procreation; durmadah— 
Durmada; proktah—is called; nirrtih—Nirrti; gudah—rectum; ucyate— 
is called. 


TRANSLATION 


The city called Gramaka, which is approached through the lower gate 
of Asuri [the genital], is meant for sex, which is very pleasing to common 
men who are simply fools and rascals. The faculty of procreation is called 
Durmada, and the rectum is called Nirrti. 


PURPORT 


When the world becomes degraded, civilization becomes demoniac, and 
for the common man the rectum and the genital are taken very seriously 
as the centers of all activity. Even in such a sacred place as Vrndavana, 
India, unintelligent men pass off this rectal and genital business as spiritual 
activity. Such people are called sahajiya. According to their philosophy, 
through sexual indulgence one can elevate oneself to the spiritual plat- 
form. From these verses of Srimad-Bhagavatam, however, we understand 
that the desires for sexual satisfaction are meant for the arvak, the lowest 
among men. To rectify these rascals and fools is very difficult. After all, 
the sex desires of the common man are condemned in these verses. The 
word durmada means “wrongly directed,” and nirrti means “sinful 
activity.” Although this clearly indicates that sex indulgence is abominable 
and misdirected even from the ordinary point of view, the sahajiyds 
nonetheless pass themselves off as devotees conducting spiritual activities. 
For this reason, Vrndavana is no longer visited by intelligent men. Some- 
times we are often asked why we have made our center in Vrndavana. 
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From the external point of view, it can be concluded that Vrndavana has 
become degenerate due to these sahajiya activities, yet from the spiritual 
point of view, Vrndavana is the only place where all these sinful persons 
can be rectified by means of taking birth in the forms of dogs, hogs and 
monkeys. By living in Vrndavana as a dog, hog or monkey, the living 
entity can be elevated to the spiritual platform in the next life. 


TEXT 15 
Jad A Tageraiseat Ta Ty I 
ERAN TARA FeAl Arla Hetfa TW 24 


valgsasam narakam payur 
lubdhako ’ndhau tu me srnu 

hasta-padau pumams tabhyam 
yukto yati karoti ca 


vaisasam—named Vaisasa; narakam—hell; pdyuh—the working sense in 
the rectum; lubdhakah—named Lubdhaka (very greedy); andhau—blind; 
tu—then; me—to me; Srnu—listen; hasta-padau—hands and legs; pumaén— 
the living entity; tabhyam—with them; yuktah—being engaged; yati— goes; 
kareti— works; ca—and. 


TRANSLATION 


When it is said that Purafijana goes to Vaigasa, it is meant that he goes 
to hell. He is accompanied by Lubdhaka, which is the working sense in the 
rectum. Formerly I have also spoken of two blind associates, These 
associates should be understood to be the hands and legs. Being helped 
by the hands and legs, the living entity performs all kinds of work and 
moves hither and thither. 


TEXT 16 


wag 3 wd figfta sa | 
aA WE TAS AT SG asta TaN: LEI 


antah-puram ca hrdayam 
visicir mana ucyate 

tatra moham prasadam va 
harsam prapnoti tad-gunath 
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antah-puram—private residence; ca—and; hrdayam-—the heart; visiicih— 
the servant named Visticina; manah—the mind; ucyate—is said; tatra—there; 
moham-— illusion; prasadam—satisfaction; vad—or; harsam—jubilation; prap- 
noti— obtains; tat—of the mind; gunaih—by the modes of nature. 


TRANSLATION 


The word antahpura refers to the heart. The word visiicina, meaning 
“going everywhere,” indicates the mind. Within the mind the living entity 
enjoys the effects of the modes of material nature. These effects sometimes 
cause illusion, sometimes satisfaction and sometimes jubilation. 


PURPORT 


The mind and intelligence of the living entity in material existence are 
affected by the modes of material nature, and according to the association 
of the material modes, the mind is habituated to go here and there. The 
heart feels satisfaction, jubilation or illusion according to the effects of 
the modes of material nature. Actually the living entity in his material 
condition remains inert. It is the modes of material nature that act on the 
mind and heart. The results are enjoyed or suffered by the living entity. 
This is clearly stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


prakrteh kriyamanani 
gunath karmani sarvasah 

ahankara-vimidhatma 
kartaham iti manyate 


“The bewildered spirit soul, under the influence of the three modes of 
material nature, thinks himself the doer of activities that are in actuality 
carried out by nature.” (Bg. 3.27) 


TEXT 17 


TT Ta ffeard Torrent fala at | 
TN TWAS TRANG 120911 


yatha yatha vikriyate 
gunakto vikaroti va 

tatha tathopadrastatma 
tad-vrttir anukaryate 
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yatha yathd—just as; vikriyate—is agitated; guna-aktah—associated with 
the modes of nature; vikaroti—as it does; va—or; tathad tatha—similarly; 
upadrasta— observer; atma—the soul; tat—of the intelligence; vrttih—occupa- 
tions; anukdryate—imitates. 


TRANSLATION 


Formerly it was explained that the Queen is one’s intelligence. While 
one is awake or asleep, that intelligence creates different situations. Being 
influenced by contaminated intelligence, the living entity envisions some- 
thing and simply imitates the actions and reactions of his intelligence. 


PURPORT 


The Queen of Puranijana is described herein as intelligence itself. Intelli- 
gence acts both in the dream state and in the waking state, but it is con- 
taminated by the three modes of material nature. Since the intelligence 
is contaminated, the living entity is also contaminated. In the conditioned 
state, the living entity acts according to his contaminated intelligence. 
Although he simply remains an observer, he nonetheless acts, being forced 
by a contaminated intelligence, which in reality is a passive agent. 


TEXTS 18-20 
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samvatsara-rayo ‘gatih 


dvi-karma-cakras tri-guna- 
dhvajah paficasu-bandhurah 


mano ragmir buddhi-siito 
hrn nido dvandva-kiibarah 
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paiicendriyartha-praksepah 
sapta-dhatu-varithakah 


akutir vikramo bahyo 
mrga-trsnam pradhavati 

ekadasendriya-camih 
paiica-sina vinoda-krt 


dehah—body; rathah—chariot; tu—but; indrtya—the knowledge-acquiring 
senses; aSvah—the horses; samvatsara—total years; rayah—duration of life; 
agatih— without advancing; dvi— two; karma— activities; cakrah— wheels; tri— 
three; guna—modes of nature; dhvajah—flags; pafica—five; asu—life airs; 
bandhurah— bondage ;manah—the mind; rasmih— rope; buddhi—intelligence; 
sutah—chariot driver; hrt—heart; nidah—sitting place; dvandva—duality; 
kuibarah—the posts for the harness; pafica—five; indriya-artha—sense ob- 
jects; praksepah—weapons; sapta—seven; dhatu—elements; variithakah— 
coverings; dkutih— attempts of the five working senses; vikramah—prowess 
or processes; bah yah—external; mrga-trsndm—false aspiration; pradhdvati— 
runs after; ekadasa—eleven; indriya—senses; camuh—soldiers; pajica—five; 
suna—enviousness; vinoda— pleasure; krt— doing. 


TRANSLATION 


Narada Muni continued: What I referred to as the chariot was in actuality 
the body. The senses are the horses that pull that chariot. As time passes, 
year after year, these horses run without obstruction, but in fact they 
make no progress. Pious and impious activities are the two wheels of the 
chariot. The three modes of material nature are the chariot’s flags. The 
five types of life air constitute the living entity’s bondage, and the mind is 
considered to be the rope. Intelligence is the chariot driver. The heart is the 
sitting place in the chariot, and the dualities of life, such as pleasure and 
pain, are the knotting place. The seven elements are the coverings of the 
chariot, and the working senses are the five external processes. The eleven 
senses are the soldiers. Being engrossed in sense enjoyment, the living 
entity, seated on the chariot, hankers after fulfillment of his false desires 
and runs after sense enjoyment life after life. 


PURPORT 


The entanglement of the living entity in sense enjoyment is very nicely 
explained in these verses. The word sarivatsara, meaning the progress of 
time, is significant. Day after day, week after week, fortnight after fort- 
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night, month after month, year after year, the living entity becomes 
entangled in the chariot’s progress. The chariot rests on two wheels, 
which are pious and impious activities. The living entity attains a certain 
position in life in a particular type of body according to his pious and 
impious activities, but his transmigration into different bodies should not 
be taken as progress. Real progress is explained in Bhagavad-gita. 


janma karma ca me divyam 
evam yo vetti tattvatah 

tyaktva deham punar janma 
naiti mam eti so ’rjuna 


‘One who knows the transcendental nature of My appearance and activities 
does not, upon leaving the body, take his birth again in this material 
world, but attains My eternal abode, O Arjuna.” (Bg. 4.9) 

One makes real progress when he does not have to take on another 
material body. As stated in Caitanya-caritamrta: 


eita brahmanda bhari’ ananta jiva-gana 
caurasi-laksa yonite karaye bhramana 


(Ce. Madhya 19.138) 


The living entity is wandering throughout the entire universe and taking 
birth in different species on different planets. Thus he moves up and 
down, but that is not real progress. Real progress is getting out of this 
material world altogether. As stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


abrahma-bhuvanal lokah 
punar avartino ’rjuna 

mam upetya tu kaunteya 
punar janma na vidyate 


‘From the highest planet in the material world down to the lowest, all are 
places of misery wherein repeated birth and death take place. But one who 
attains to My abode, O son of Kunti, never takes birth again.” (Bg. 8.16) 

Even if one is promoted to Brahmaloka, the highest planet in the 
universe, he has to come down again to the lower planetary systems. Thus 
he is wandering up and down perpetually under the influence of the three 
modes of material nature. Being illusioned, he thinks he is making progress. 
He is like an airplane encircling the earth day and night, incapable of 
leaving the earth’s gravitational field. Factually there is no progress 
because the airplane is conditioned by the earth’s gravity. 


1392 Srimad-Bhagavatam [ Canto 4, Ch. 29 


Just as a king is seated on a chariot, the living entity is seated in the 
body. The sitting place is the heart, and the living entity sits there and 
engages in the struggle for existence, which goes on without progress 
perpetually. In the words of Narottama dasa Thakura: 


karma-kdnda, jiidna-kdnda, kevala visera bhanda, 
amrta baliyd yeba khaya 

nana yoni sada phire, kadarya bhaksana kare, 
tdra janma adhah-pate yaya 


The living entity struggles very hard due to the influence of fruitive 
activity and mental speculation and simply gets a different type of body 
life after life. He eats all kinds of nonsense and is condemned by his 
activities of sense enjoyment. If one really wants to progress in life, he 
must give up the ways of karma-kanda and jidna-kanda, fruitive activities 
and mental speculation. Being fixed in Krsna consciousness, one can 
become free from the entanglement of birth and death and the vain 
struggle for existence. In these verses the words mrga-trsnani pradhavati 
are very significant because the living entity is influenced by a thirst for 
sense enjoyment. He is like a deer that goes to the desert to search out 
water. In a desert an animal simply searches in vain for water. Of course 
there is no water in the desert, and the animal simply sacrifices his life in 
an attempt to find it. Everyone is planning for future happiness, thinking 
that somehow or other, if he can reach a certain point, he will be happy. 
In actuality, however, when he comes to that point, he sees that there is 
no happiness. He then plans to go further and further to another point. 
This is called mrga-trsna, and its basis is sense enjoyment in this material 
world. 


TEXT 21 
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samvatsara§ canda-vegah 
kalo yenopalaksitah 
tasyahaniha gandharva 
gandharvyo ratrayah smrtah 
haranty ayuh parikrantya 
sasth y-uttara-sata-trayam 
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samvatsarah—year; canda-vegah—called Candavega; kdlah—time; yena— 
by which; upalaksitah—symbolized; tasya—of the duration of life; ahani— 
days; iha—in this life; gandharvah—Gandharvas; gandharvyah—Gandharvis; 
ratrayah—nights; smrtah—are understood; haranti—they take away; ayuh— 
duration of life; parikrantya—by traveling; sasthi—sixty; uttara—above; 
§ata—hundred; trayam— three. 


TRANSLATION 


What was previously explained as Candavega, powerful time, is covered 
by days and nights, named Gandharvas and Gandharvis. The body’s life 
span is gradually reduced by the passage of days and nights, which 
number 360. 


PURPORT 


The word parikrantya means “‘by traveling.’’ The living entity travels 
on his chariot day and night during a year consisting of 360 (or more) 
days and nights. Life’s progress is taken for the unnecessary labor required 
to cover these 360 days and nights of life. 


TEXT 22 


DOS M AT ATQSNSN Atteate | 
BAN ATE BQ FAT Taras: llRelll 


kala-kanya jara saksal 
lokas tam nabhinandati 

svasaram jagrhe mrtyuh 
ksayaya yavanesvarah 


kala-kanya—the daughter of Time; jara—old age; saksat— directly; lokah— 
all living entities; tam—her; na—never; abhinandati— welcome; svasaram—as 
his sister; jagrhe—accepted; mrtyuh—death; ksayaya—for destruction; 
yavana-isvarah—the King of the Yavanas. 


TRANSLATION 


What was described as Kalakanya should be understood as old age. No 
one wants to accept old age, but Yavanesvara [ Yavana-raja], who is death, 
accepts jara [ old age] as his sister. 
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PURPORT 


Encaged within the body, the living being accepts Kalakanya, old age, 
just before death. Yavaneégvara is the emblem of death, Yamaraja. Before 
going to the place of Yamaraja, the living entity accepts jara, old age, the 
sister of Yamaraja. One is subjected to the influence of Yavana-raja and his 
sister due to impious activity. Those who are in Krsna consciousness and 
are engaged in devotional service under the instructions of Narada Muni 
are not subjected to the influence of Yamaraja and his sister jara. If one is 
Krsna conscious, he conquers death. After leaving the material body, he 
does not accept another body that is material but returns home, back to 
Godhead. This is verified by Bhagavad-gitd (4.9). 


TEXTS 23-25 
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adhayo vyadhayas tasya 
sainikad yavands carah 

bhiitopasargasu-rayah 
prajvaro dui-vidho jvarah 


evam bahu-vidhair duhkhair 
daiva-bhiitatma-sambhavaih 

kligyamanah satam varsam 
dehe dehi tamo-urtah 


pranendriya-mano-dharman 
atmany adhyasya nirgunah 

Sete kama-lavan dhyayan 
mamaham iti karma-krt 


adhayah— disturbances of the mind; vyadhayah—disturbances of the body 
or diseases; tasya—of Yavaneégvara; sainikah—soldiers; yavanah— Y avanas; 
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carah—followers; bhiita— of living entities; upasarga—at the time of distress; 
asu—very soon; rayah—very powerful; prajvarah—named Prajvara; dvt- 
vidhah—two kinds; jvarah—fever; evam—thus; bahu-vidhaih—of different 
varieties; duhkhaih—by tribulations; daiva—by providence; bhuta—by 
other living entities; atma—by the body and mind; sambhavaih— produced; 
klsyamanah—subjected to sufferings; satam—hundred; varsam—years; 
dehe—in the body; dehi—the living entity; tamah-vrtah—covered by ma- 
terial existence; prana—of life; indriya—of the senses; manah—of the mind; 
dharman—characteristics; atmani—unto the soul; adhyasya—wrongly 
attributing; nirgunah—although transcendental; sete—les down; kama—of 
sense enjoyment; lavdn—on fragments; dhyadyan—meditating; mama—mine; 
aham—1; iti— thus; karma-krt—the actor. 


TRANSLATION 


The followers of Yavanesvara [Yamaraja] are called the soldiers of 
death, and they are known as the various types of disturbances that pertain 
to the body and mind. Prajvara represents the two types of fever: extreme 
heat and extreme cold—typhoid and pneumonia. The living entity lying 
down within the body is disturbed by many tribulations pertaining to 
providence, to other living entities and to his own body and mind. Despite 
all kinds of tribulations, the living entity, subjected to the necessities of 
the body, mind and senses and suffering from various types of disease, is 
carried away by many plans due to his lust to enjoy the world. Although 
transcendental to this material existence, the living entity, out of ignorance, 
accepts all these material miseries under the pretext of false egoism (I and 
mine). In this way he lives for a hundred years within this body. 


PURPORT 


In the Vedas it is stated: asango ‘yam purusah. The living entity is 
actually separate from material existence, for the soul is not material. 
In Bhagavad-gita it is also said that the living entity is the superior energy, 
and the material elements—earth, water, fire, air and so on—are the inferior 
energy. The material elements are also described as bhinna, or separated 
energy. When the internal or superior energy comes in contact with the 
external energy, it is subjected to so many tribulations. In Bhagavad-gita 
the Lord also says: 

matrd-sparsas tu kaunteya 
Sitosna-sukha-duhkha-dah 
dgamdpayino ‘nityas 
tams titiksasva bharata 
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“O son of Kunti, the nonpermanent appearance of happiness and distress, 
and their disappearance in due course, are like the appearance and disap- 
pearance of winter and summer seasons. They arise from sense perception, 
O scion of Bharata, and one must learn to tolerate them without being 
disturbed.” (Bg. 2.14) 

Because of the material body, the living entity is subjected to many 
tribulations brought about by air, water, fire, extreme heat, extreme cold, 
sunshine, excessive eating, unhealthy food, maladjustments of the three 
elements of the body (kapha, pitta and vdyu), and so on. The intestines, 
the throat, the brain and the other parts of the body are affected by all 
kinds of diseases that are so powerful that they become sources of extreme 
suffering for the living entity. The living entity, however, is different from 
all these material elements. The two types of fever described in this verse 
can be explained in contemporary language as pneumonia and typhoid. 
When there is an extreme fever in the body, there is typhoid and 
pneumonia, and they are described as Prajvara. There are also other 
miseries created by other living entities. The state exacts taxes, and there 
are also many thieves, rogues and cheaters. Miseries brought about by other 
living entities are called adhibhautika. There are also miseries in the form 
of famine, pestilence, scarcity, war, earthquakes and so on. These are 
caused by the demigods or other sources beyond our control. Actually 
there are many enemies of the living entities, and these are all described 
to point out how miserable this material existence is. 

Knowing the basic misery of material existence, one should be induced 
to get out of the material clutches and return home, back to Godhead. 
Actually the living entity is not at all happy in this material body. Because 
of the body, he suffers thirst and hunger and is influenced by the mind, 
by words, by anger, by the belly, by the genitals, by the rectum, and so 
on. Manifold miseries encircle the transcendental living entity simply 
because he desires to satisfy his senses in this material world. If he simply 
withdraws from activities of sense gratification and applies his senses in 
the service of the Lord, all the problems of material existence will 
immediately diminish, and, with the advancement of Krsna consciousness, 
he will be freed from all tribulation and, after giving up the body, will 
return home, back to Godhead. 


TEXTS 26-27 
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TUATATA A ICT BAT FEAST: | 
TIS HU silled T TaTHAhaw Il 


yaddtmanam avijfidya 
bhagavantam param gurum 
purusas tu visajjeta 
gunesu prakrteh sva-drk 


gunabhimani sa tada 
karmani kurute ‘vasah 

suklam krsnam lohitam va 
yatha-karmabhiayate 


yada—when; dtmdnam—the Supreme Soul; avijfidya—forgetting; bhaga- 
vantam—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; param—supreme; gurum— 
the instructor; purusah—the living entity; tu—then; visajjeta—gives himself 
up; gunesu—to the modes; prakrteh—of material nature; sva-drk—one who 
can see his own welfare; guna-abhimani—identified with the modes of 
nature; sah—he; tada—at that time; karmdni—fruitive activities; kurute— 
performs; avasah— spontaneously ; suklam— white; krsnam— black ;lohitam— 
red; vd—or; yatha— according to; karma—work; abhijdyate— takes birth. 


TRANSLATION 


The living entity by nature has minute independence to choose his own 
good or bad fortune, but when he forgets his supreme master, the Per- 
sonality of Godhead, he gives himself up unto the modes of material nature. 
Being influenced by the modes of material nature, he identifies himself 
with the body and, for the interest of the body, becomes attached to 
various activities. Sometimes he is under the influence of the mode of 
ignorance, sometimes the mode of passion, and sometimes the mode of 
goodness. The living entity thus gets different types of bodies under the 
modes of material nature. 


PURPORT 
These different types of bodies are explained in Bhagavad-gita: 


purusah prakrti-stho hi 
bhunkte prakrti-jan gunan 

kdranam guna-sango ‘sya 
sad-asad-y oni-janmasu 
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“The living entity in material nature thus follows the ways of life, 
enjoying the three modes of nature. This is due to his association with 
that material nature. Thus he meets with good and evil amongst various 
species.” (Bg. 13.22) 

Because of associating with the modes of nature, the living entity gets a 
variety of bodies from the 8,400,000 forms. It is clearly explained herein 
that the living entity has a little independence, indicated by the word 
sva-drk, meaning ‘“‘one who can see his own welfare.” The living entity’s 
constitutional position is very minute, and he can be misled in his choice. 
He may choose to imitate the Supreme Personality of Godhead. A servant 
may desire to start his own business and imitate his master, and when he 
chooses to do so, he may leave the protection of his master. Sometimes 
he is a failure, and sometimes he is successful. Similarly, the living entity, 
part and parcel of Krsna, starts his own business to compete with the 
Lord. There are many competitors out to attain the Lord’s position, but 
to become like the Lord is not at all possible. Thus there is a great struggle 
for existence within the material world as different parties try to imitate 
the Lord. Material bondage is caused by deviation from the service of the 
Lord and attempts to imitate Him. The Lord is imitated by Mayavadi 
philosophers who try to become one with the Lord in an artificial way. 
When the Mayavadi philosophers think of themselves as liberated, they 
are under the delusion of mental concoction. No one can become one 
with or equal to God. To imagine this is to continue one’s bondage in 
material existence. 


TEXT 28 
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Suklat prakasa-bhiiyisthal 
lokan apnoti karhicit 
duhkhodarkan kriyayasams 

tamah §okotkatan kvacit 


suklat-by goodness; prakaga—by illumination; bhityisthan—charac- 
terized; lokan—planets; dpnoti—achieves; karhicit—sometimes; duhkha— 
distress; udarkan—having as the end result; kriyd-dydsan—full of laborious 
activities; tamah—darkness; §oka—in lamentation; utkatan—abounding; 
kvacit—sometimes. 
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TRANSLATION 


Those who are situated in the mode of goodness act piously according 
to Vedic injunctions. Thus they are elevated to the higher planetary sys- 
tems where the demigods live. Those who are influenced by the mode of 
passion engage in various types of productive activities in the planetary 
systems where human beings live. Similarly, those influenced by the mode 
of darkness are subjected to various types of misery and live in the animal 


kingdom, 
PURPORT 


There are three planetary systems—upper, middle and lower. Those 
influenced by the mode of goodness are given places in the upper planetary 
systems—Brahmaloka (Satyaloka), Tapoloka, Janaloka and Maharloka. 
Those influenced by the mode of passion are given places in the Bhirloka 
and Bhuvarloka. Those influenced by the mode of ignorance are given 
places in Atala, Vitala, Sutala, Talatala, Mahatala, Rasatala, Patala or the 
animal kingdom. Qualitatively the living entity is the same as the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, but because of his forgetfulness he gets different 
bodies in different planetary systems. At the present moment human 
society is overly influenced by the mode of passion, and consequently 
people are engaged in working in big factories. They forget how distressful 
it is to live in such places. In Bhagavad-gitd such activities are described as 
ugra-karma, that is, distressful activities. Those who utilize the energies of 
the worker are called capitalists, and those who actually perform the work 
are called laborers. In actuality they are both capitalists, and the workers 
are in the modes of passion and ignorance. The result is that there is always 
a distressful situation. In contrast to these men are those influenced by the 
mode of goodness—the karmis and jiianis. The karmis, under the direction 
of Vedic instructions, try to elevate themselves to higher planetary sys- 
tems. The jiidnis try to merge into the existence of Brahman, the imper- 
sonal feature of the Lord. In this way all classes of living entities in various 
species of life are existing within this material world. This explains superior 
and inferior life forms within the material world. 


TEXT 29 
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kvacit puman kvacic ca stri 
kvacin nobhayam andha-dhih 

devo manusyas tiryag vd 
yathad-karma-gunam bhavah 


kvacit—sometimes; puman—male; kvacit—sometimes; ca—also; stri— 
female; kvacit—sometimes; na—not; ubhayam—both; andha—blind; dhih— 
he whose intelligence; devah—demigod; manusyah—human being; tiryak— 
animal, bird, beast; v@— or; yathd— according to; karma— of activities; gunam 
—the qualities; bhavah—birth. 


TRANSLATION 


Covered by the mode of ignorance in material nature, the living entity 
is sometimes a male, sometimes a female, sometimes a eunuch, sometimes 
a human being, sometimes a demigod, sometimes a bird, an animal, and so 
on. In this way he is wandering within the material world. His acceptance 
of different types of bodies is brought about by his activities under the 
influence of the modes of nature. 


PURPORT 


Actually, the living entity is part and parcel of the Lord; therefore he is 
spiritual in quality. The living entity is never material, and his material 
conception is simply a mistake due to forgetfulness. He is as brilliant as 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Both the sun and the sunshine are 
very brilliant. The Lord is like the full shining sun, and the living entities 
are like the small particles of that sun which constitute the all-pervasive 
sunshine. When these small particles are covered by the cloud of maya, 
they lose their shining capacity. When the cloud of maya is gone, the 
particles again become brilliant and shining. As soon as the living entity is 
covered by the ignorance of mdyd or darkness, he cannot understand his 
relationship with the Supreme God. Somehow or other, if he comes before 
the Lord, he can see himself as shining as the Supreme Lord, although he 
is not as extensive as the Lord. Because the living entity desires to imitate 
the Supreme Lord, he is covered by maya. We cannot imitate the Lord, 
nor can we become the supreme enjoyer. This is not possible, and when 
we think it is, we become conditioned by maya. Thus the encagement of 
the living entity under the clutches of maya is brought about by forgetful- 
ness of his relationship with the Supreme Lord. 

Under the influence of maya, the living entity becomes exactly like a 
person haunted by a ghost. Such a person speaks all kinds of nonsense. 
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When the living entity is covered by the influence of md@yd, he becomes a 
so-called scientist, philosopher, politician or socialist, and at every moment 
presents different plans for the benefit of human society. All these plans are 
ultimately failures because they are illusory. In this way the living entity for- 
gets his position as an eternal servant of the Lord. He instead becomes a ser- 
vant of maya. In any case he remains a servant. It is his misfortune that by 
forgetting his real contact with the Supreme Lord, he becomes a servant of 
maya. As servant of mdya, he sometimes becomes a king, sometimes an 
ordinary citizen, sometimes a brahmana, a Sidra, and so on.Sometimes 
he is a happy man, sometimes a prosperous man, sometimes a small insect. 
Sometimes he is in heaven, and sometimes in hell. Sometimes he is a demi- 
god, and sometimes he is a demon. Sometimes he is a servant, and some- 
times he is a master. In this way the living entity wanders all over the 
universe. Only when he comes in contact with the bona fide spiritual 
master can he understand his real constitutional position. He then becomes 
disgusted with material existence. At that time, in full Krsna conscious- 
ness, he regrets his past experiences in material existence. This regret is 
very beneficial because it purifies the living entity of material conditional 
life. He then prays to the Lord to engage in His service, and, at that time, 
Krsna grants liberation from the clutches of maya. Lord Krsna explains 
this in Bhagavad-gita: 


daivi hy esa gunamayi 
mama maya duratyaya 

mam eva ye prapadyante 
mayam etam taranti te 


“This divine energy of Mine, consisting of the three modes of material 
nature, is difficult to overcome. But those who have surrendered unto Me 
can easily cross beyond it.” (Bg. 7.14) 

Only by the grace of Krsna can one get out of the clutches of maya. It 
is not possible to get out by mental speculation or other activities. When 
the living entity understands his real position by the grace of Krsna, he 
keeps himself always fit in Krsna consciousness and acts accordingly. Thus 
he gradually becomes completely free from the clutches of maya. When he 
is strong in Krsna consciousness, maya cannot touch him. In this way, in 
the association of Krsna conscious devotees, the living entity can get free 
from the contamination of material existence. In this connection, Srila 
Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami says: 


tate krsna bhaje, kare gurura sevana 
mayda-jala chute, pdya krsnera carana 


1402 Srimad-Bhagavatam [Canto 4, Ch. 29 


“In the Krsna conscious state, the living entity engages in devotional 
service under the direction of the spiritual master. In this way he gets out 
of the clutches of mayd and takes shelter under the lotus feet of Lord 
Krsna.” (Cc. Madhya 22.25) 


TEXTS 30-31 
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ksut-parito yatha dinah 
sdrameyo grham grham 

caran vindati yad-distam 
dandam odanam eva va 


tatha kamasayo jiva 
uccavaca-patha bhraman 

upary adho va madhye va 
yati distam priyapriyam 


ksut-paritah—overcome by hunger; yatha—as; dinah—poor; sarameyah— 
a dog; grham—from one house; grham—to another house; caran—wandering; 
vindati—receives; yat—whose; distam—according to destiny; dandam— 
punishment; odanam—food; eva—certainly; va—or; tatha—similarly ; kama- 
asayah —pursuing different types of desires; jivah—the living entity; ucca— 
high; avaca—low; pathd—on a path; bhraman—wandering; upari—high; 
adhah—low; va—or; madhye—in the middle; va—or; yati—goes towards; 
distam—according to destiny; priya—pleasing; apriyam—not pleasing. 


TRANSLATION 


The living entity is exactly like a dog, who, overcome with hunger, 
goes from door to door for some food. According to his destiny, he some- 
times receives punishment and is driven out and at other times receives a 
little food to eat. Similarly, the living entity, being influenced by so many 
desires, wanders in different species of life according to destiny. Some- 
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times he is high, and sometimes he is low. Sometimes he goes to the 
heavenly planets, sometimes to hell, sometimes to the middle planets and 
sO on. 


PURPORT 


The living entity’s position is herein likened to a dog’s. By chance a dog 
may have a very rich owner, and by chance he may become a street dog. 
As the dog of a rich man, he will live very opulently. Sometimes in Western 
countries we hear of a master leaving millions of dollars to a dog in his 
will. Of course there are many dogs loitering in the street without food. 
Therefore, to liken the conditional existence of the living entity to that of 
a dog is very appropriate. An intelligent human being, however, can under- 
stand that if he has to live the life of a dog, he had best become Krsna’s 
dog. In the material world a dog is sometimes elevated and is sometimes 
on the street, but in the spiritual world, Krsna’s dog is perpetually, eternally 
happy. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has therefore sung: vaisnava thakura 
tomara kukura baliya janaha more. In this way Bhaktivinoda Thakura offers 
to become a Vaisnava’s dog. A dog always keeps himself at his master’s door 
and does not allow any person unfavorable to the master to enter. Simi- 
larly, one should engage in the service of a Vaisnava and try to please him 
in every respect. Unless one does so, he does not make spiritual advance- 
ment. Apart from spiritual advancement, in the material world if one does 
not develop his qualities in goodness, he cannot be promoted to the higher 
planetary system. As confirmed by Bhagavad-gita: 


urdhvam gacchanti sattva-stha 
madhye tisthanti rajasah 
jaghanya-guna-urtti-stha 
adho gacchanti tamasah 


“Those situated in the mode of goodness gradually go upward to the 
higher planets; those in the mode of passion live on the earthly planets; 
and those in the mode of ignorance go down to the hellish worlds.’’(Bg. 
14.18) 

There are many varieties of life in the different planetary systems, and 
these come about due to the living entity’s developing his qualities in 
goodness, passion and ignorance. If one is in goodness, he is promoted to 
the higher systems; if in passion, he remains in the middle systems; and, if 
in ignorance, he is pushed down to the lower species of life. 
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TEXT 32 


OCC TCU MCE CIS ck ae 
WAS FA PATTI AAAAahar FW 


duhkhesv ekatarenapi 
daiva-bhiitatma-hetusu 

jivasya na vyavacchedah 
sydc cet tat-tat-pratikriya 


duhkhesu—in the matter of distresses; ekatarena—from one kind; api— 
even; daiva— providence; bhiita—other living entities; dtma—the body and 
mind; hetusu—on account of; jivasya—of the living entity; na—never; 
vyavacchedah—stopping; syat—is possible; cet—although; tat-tat—of those 
miseries; prattkriya— counteraction. 


TRANSLATION 


The living entities are trying to counteract different miserable conditions 
pertaining to providence, other living entities, or the body and mind. Still, 
they must remain conditioned by the laws of nature, despite all attempts 
to counter these laws. 


PURPORT 


Just as a dog wanders here and there for a piece of bread or punishment, 
the living entity perpetually wanders about trying to be happy and plan- 
ning in so many ways to counteract material misery. This is called the 
struggle for existence. We can actually see in our daily lives how we are 
forced to make plans to drive away miserable conditions. To get rid of one 
miserable condition, we have to put ourselves in another kind of miserable 
condition. A poor man suffers for want of money, but if he wants to 
become rich, he has to struggle in so many ways. Actually that is not a 
valid counteracting process but a snare of the illusory energy. If one does 
not endeavor to counteract his situation but is satisfied with his position, 
knowing that he has obtained his position through past activities, he can 
instead engage his energy to develop Krsna consciousness. This is recom- 
mended in all Vedic literature. 


tasyaiva hetoh prayateta kovido 
na labhyate yad-bhramatam upary adhah 
tal-labhyate duhkhavad anyatah sukham 
kalena sarvatra gabhira-ramhasa 
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‘Persons who are actually intelligent and philosophically inclined should 
endeavor only for that purposeful end which is not obtainable even by 
wandering from the topmost planet [Brahmaloka] down to the lowest 
planet [Patala]. As far as happiness derived from sense enjoyment is con- 
cerned, it can be obtained automatically in course of time, just as in 
course of time we obtain miseries even though we do not desire them.” 
(Bhag. 1.5.18) One should simply try to develop his Krsna consciousness 
and not waste his time trying to improve his material condition. Actually 
the material condition cannot be improved. The process of improvement 
means accepting another miserable condition. However, if we endeavor 
to improve our Krsna consciousness, the distresses of material life will 
disappear without extraneous endeavor. Krsna therefore promises: 


ksipram bhavati dharmatma 
sasvac-chantim nigacchati 
kaunteya pratiyanihi 
na me bhaktah pranasyati 


“He quickly becomes righteous and attains lasting peace. O son of Kunti, 
declare it boldly that My devotee never perishes.” (Bg. 9.31) 

One who takes to the path of devotional service will never be vanquished, 
despite all miseries of the body and mind and despite all misery brought 
about by other living entities and providence, miseries which are beyond 
our control. 


TEXT 33 


at fe gent mi fara geazed | 
af Held TATA TAT AA: Maa 11331 


yatha hi puruso bharam 
Sirasa gurum udvahan 

tam skandhena sa adhatte 
tathda sarvah pratikriyah 


yatha—as; hi—certainly; purusai—a man; bharam—a burden; siras€—on 
the head; gurum—heavy ; udvahan—carrying; tam—that; skandhena— on the 
shoulder; sah—he; adhatte— puts; tatha—similarly ; sarvah—all; pratikriyah— 
counteractions. 
TRANSLATION 


A man may carry a burden on his head, and when he feels it to be too 
heavy, he sometimes gives relief to his head by putting the burden on his 
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shoulder. In this way he tries to relieve himself of the burden. However, 
whatever process he devises to counteract the burden does nothing more 
than put the same burden from one place to another. 


PURPORT 


This is a good description of an attempt to transfer a burden from one 
place to another. When one gets tired of keeping a burden on his head, he 
will place it on his shoulder. This does not mean that he has become freed 
from the strains of carrying the burden. Similarly, human society in the 
name of civilization is creating one kind of trouble to avoid another kind 
of trouble. In contemporary civilization we see that there are many auto- 
mobiles manufactured to carry us swiftly from one place to another, but 
at the same time we have created other problems. We have to construct so 
many roads, and yet these roads are insufficient to cope with automobile 
congestion and traffic jams. There are also the problems of air pollution and 
fuel shortage. The conclusion is that the processes we manufacture to 
counteract or minimize our distresses do not actually put an end to our 
pains. It is all simply illusion. We simply place the burden from the head 
to the shoulder. The only real way we can minimize our problems is to 
surrender unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead and give ourselves up 
to His protection. The Lord, being all-powerful, can make arrangements to 
mitigate our painful life in material existence. 


TEXT 34 


AMAT TAHT: BAT TA FIST | 
a4 atanqad Qa AN zaqT INRvIl 


natkantatah pratikdrah 
karmanam karma kevalam 

dvayam hy avidyopasrtam 
svapne svapna iwanagha 


na—never; ekantatah—ultimately ; pratikarah—counteraction; karmanam 
—of different activities; karma—another activity; kevalam—only ; dvayam— 
both; hi—because; avidya—due to illusion; upasrtam—accepted; svapne— 
in a dream; svapnah—a dream; wa—like; anagha—O you who are free from 
sinful activities. 
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TRANSLATION ’ 


Narada continued: O you who are free from all sinful activity! No one 
can counteract the effects of fruitive activity simply by manufacturing a 
different activity devoid of Krsna consciousness. All such activity is due to 
our ignorance. When we have a troublesome dream, we cannot relieve it 
with a troublesome hallucination. One can counteract a dream only by 
awaking. Similarly, our material existence is due to ignorance and illusion. 
Unless we awaken to Krsna consciousness, we cannot be relieved of such 
dreams. For the ultimate solution to all problems, we must awaken to 
Krsna consciousness. 


PURPORT 


There are two kinds of fruitive activity. We can place the burden on the 
head, or we can place it on the shoulder. Actually, keeping the burden in 
either place is the same. The transferral, however, is taking place under the 
name of counteraction. In this connection Prahlada Maharaja said that fools 
and rascals in the material world plan so gorgeously for bodily comfort 
without knowing that such arrangements, even if successful, are only maya. 
People are working hard day and night for the illusory happiness of the 
body. This is not a way to achieve happiness. One has to get out of this 
material entanglement and return home, back to Godhead. That is real 
happiness. The Vedas therefore enjoin: “Don’t remain in the darkness of 
this material world. Go to the light of the spiritual world.” To counteract 
the distress of this material body, one has to take on another distressed 
condition. Both situations are only illusion. There is no gain in taking on 
one trouble to counteract another trouble. The conclusion is that one 
cannot be perpetually happy as long as one exists in this material world. 
The only remedy is to get out of this material world altogether and return 
home, back to Godhead. 


TEXT 35 
a afaarsit daft Pada | 
Aaal festa acy Hata qa Sul 
arthe hy avidyamane ‘pi 
samsrtir na nivartate 


manasa linga-ripena 
svapne vicarato yatha 
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arthe—factual cause; hi—certainly; avidyamane—not existing; api—al- 
though; samsrtih— material existence; na—not; nivartate—ceases; manasa— 
by the mind; linga-ripena—by subtle form; svapne—in a dream; vicaratah— 
acting; yatha—as. 
TRANSLATION 


Sometimes we suffer because we see a tiger in a dream or a snake in a 
vision, but actually there is neither a tiger nor a snake. Thus we create 
some situation in a subtle form and suffer the consequences. These suffer- 
ings cannot be mitigated unless we are awakened from our dream. 


PURPORT 


As stated in the Vedas, the living entity is always separate from two 
kinds of material bodies—the subtle and the gross. All our sufferings are 
due to these material bodies. This is explained in Bhagavad-gita: 


matra-sparsas tu kaunte ya 
Sitosna-sukha-duhkha-dah 
agamapayino ‘nityds 
tams titiksasva bharata 


“OQ son of Kunti, the nonpermanent appearance of happiness and distress, 
and their disappearance in due course, are like the appearance and disap- 
pearance of winter and summer seasons. They arise from sense perception, 
O scion of Bharata, and one must learn to tolerate them without being 
disturbed.” (Bg. 2.14) 

Lord Krsna thus informed Arjuna that all the distresses brought about 
by the body come and go. One has to learn how to tolerate them. Material 
existence is the cause of all our sufferings, for we do not suffer once we 
are out of the material condition. The Vedas therefore enjoin that one 
should factually understand that he is not material but is actually Brahman, 
(aham brahmasmi). This understanding cannot be fully realized unless one 
is engaged in Brahman activities, namely devotional service. To get free 
from the material conditions, one has to take to Krsna consciousness. That 
is the only remedy. 


TEXTS 36-37 
FATAASATTA —«-FALSANITETT | 


AONAATAVESA AKA WAI TT 3K 
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aged ata alma: ated: | 
ait awed aa TW TateTy (12011 


athatmano ‘rtha-bhittasya 
yato ‘nartha-parampara 

samsrtis tad-vyavacchedo 
bhaktya paramaya gurau 


vasudeve bhagavati 
bhakti-yogah samahitah 

sadhricinena vairagyam 
jiianam ca janayisyati 


atha—therefore; atmanah—of the living entity; artha-bhitasya—having 
his real interest; yatah—from which; anartha—of all unwanted things; 
parampara—a series one after another; samsrtih— material existence; tat—of 
that; vyavacchedah—stopping; bhaktya—by devotional service; paramaya— 
unalloyed; gurau—unto the Supreme Lord or His representative; vasudeve— 
Vasudeva; bhagavati—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; bhakti- 
yogah—devotional service; samahitah— applied; sadhricinena—completely ; 
vairag yam—detachment; jidnam—full knowledge; ca—and; janayisyati—will 
cause to become manifest. 


TRANSLATION 


The real interest of the living entity is to get out of the nescience that 
causes him to endure repeated birth and death. The only remedy is to 
surrender unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead through His represen- 
tative. Unless one renders devotional service unto the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, Vasudeva, he cannot possibly become completely detached 
from this material world, nor can he possibly manifest real knowledge. 


PURPORT 


This is the way to become detached from the artificial material condition. 
The only remedy is to take to Krsna consciousness and constantly engage 
in the devotional service of Lord Vasudeva, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. Everyone is trying to be happy, and the process adopted to 
achieve that happiness is called self-interest. Unfortunately the conditioned 
soul hovering within this material world does not know that his ultimate 
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goal of self-interest is Vasudeva. Samsrti, or material existence, begins with 
the illusioned bodily conception of life, and on the basis of this conception 
there ensues a series of unwanted things (anarthas). These unwanted things 
are actually mental desires for various types of sense gratification. In this 
way one accepts different types of bodies within this material world. One 
first has to control the mind so that the desires of the mind can be 
purified. This process is described in the Narada-paficaratra as sarvopadhi- 
vinirmuktam tat-paratvena nirmalam. Unless one purifies his mind, there is 
no question of getting free from the material condition. As stated in 
Srimad-Bhagavatam: 


anarthopasamam saksad 
bhakti-yogam adhoksaje 

lokasyajanato vidvams 
cakre satvata-samhitam 


‘The material miseries of the living entity, which are superfluous to him, 
can be directly mitigated by the linking process of devotional service. But 
the mass of people do not know this, and therefore the learned Vyasadeva 
compiled this Vedic literature, which is in relation to the Supreme Truth.” 
(Bhag. 1.7.6) Anarthas, unwanted things, come down from one bodily 
life to another. To get out of this entanglement, one has to take to the 
devotional service of Lord Vasudeva, Krsna, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. The word guru is significant in this connection. The word guru 
may be translated as “heavy,” or “the supreme.” In other words, the guru 
is the spiritual master. Srila Rsabhadeva advised his sons: gurur na sa syat... 
na mocayed yah samupeta-mrtyum. “One should not take up the post of 
spiritual master unless is able to lead his disciple from the cycle of birth 
and death.’ (Bhag. 5.5.18) Material existence is actually a chain of action 
and reaction brought about by different types of fruitive activities. This is 
the cause of birth and death. One can stop this process only by engaging 
oneself in the service of Vasudeva. 

Bhakti refers to those activities performed in the service of Lord 
Vasudeva. Because Lord Vasudeva is the Supreme, one should engage 
himself in His service, not in the service of the demigods. Devotional 
service begins from the neophyte stage—the stage of observing the rules 
and regulations—and extends to the point of spontaneous loving service to 
the Lord. The purpose of all stages is to satisfy Lord Vasudeva. When one 
is perfectly advanced in the devotional service of Vasudeva, he becomes 
completely detached from the service of the body, that is, his designated 
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position in material existence. After becoming so detached, one becomes 
actually perfect in knowledge and engages perfectly in the service of Lord 
Vasudeva. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu says: jivera ‘svariipa’ haya—krsnera 
‘nitya-dasa’. “‘Every living entity is by constitutional position an eternal 
servant of Krsna.’” As soon as one engages in the service of Lord Vasudeva, 
he attains his normal constitutional position. This position is called the 
liberated stage. Muktir hitvanyatha rupam svariipena vyavasthitih: in the 
liberated stage one is situated in his original Krsna conscious position. He 
gives up all engagement in the service of matter, engagements concocted 
under the names of social service, national service, community service, dog 
service, automobile service, and so many other services conducted under 
the illusion of “I” and “mine.” 
As explained in the Second Chapter of the First Canto: 


vasudeve bhagavati 
bhakti-yogah prayoyitah 

janayaty asu vairagyam 
jiidnam ca yad ahaitukam 


“By rendering devotional service unto the Personality of Godhead, Sri 
Krsna, one immediately acquires causeless knowledge and detachment 
from the world.” (Bhag. 1.2.7) Thus one must engage in the service of 
Vasudeva without material desire, mental speculation or fruitive activity. 


TEXT 38 


Ashaasy TAT ATTAHALTT: | 
PITT: HINT AIA AANAA UScll 


so *cirad eva rajarse 
syad acyuta-kathasrayah 
srnvatah sraddadhanasya 
nityada syad adhiyatah 


sah—that; acirat—very soon; eva—certainly; raja-rse—O best of kings; 
syat—becomes; acyuta—of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; katha— 
narrations; dsrayah—depending on; srnvatah—of one who is hearing; 
§raddadhanasya— faithful; nit yada—always; syat—becomes; adhiyatah—by 
cultivation. 
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TRANSLATION 


O best of kings, one who is faithful, who is always hearing the glories of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is always engaged in the culture 
of Krsna consciousness and in hearing of the Lord’s activities, very soon 
becomes eligible to see the Supreme Personality of Godhead face to face. 


PURPORT 


Constant engagement in the transcendental loving service of Vasudeva 
means constantly hearing the glories of the Lord. The principles of bhakti- 
yoga—sravanam  kirtanam visnoh smaranam pdda-sevanam/ arcanarm 
vandanam dasyarm sakhyam atma-nivedanam—are the only means by which 
perfection can be attained. Simply by hearing of the glories of the Lord, 
one is elevated to the transcendental position. 


TEXTS 39-40 


TA ATTA Way avqat faaaraar: | 
SUC COWIEE SCE Ci coe. 6. ESL 
aancrakan aghafa- 
qyyavatta: ta: ate | 
at a fraecahast 77 meat- 
ANA CIATATATS TMAH: [180 
yatra bhagavata rajan 
sddhavo visadasayah 


bhagavad-gunanukathana- 
sravana-vyagra-cetasah 


tasmin mahan-mukharita madhubhic-caritra- 
piytisaSesa-saritah paritah sravanti 

ta ye pibanty avitrso nrpa gadha-karnais 
tan na sprsanty asana-trd-bhaya-soka-mohah 


yatra—where; bhagavatah—great devotees; rajan—O King; sadhavah— 
saintly persons; visada-dsayah—broad-minded; bhagavat—of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead; guna—the qualities; anukathana—to regularly 
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recite; §ravapa—to hear; vyagra—eager; cetasah—whose consciousness; 
tasmin—there; mahat—of great saintly persons; mukharitah—emanating 
from the mouths; madhu-bhit—of the killer of the Madhu demon; caritra 
—the activities or the character; piyiisa—of nectar; §esa—surplus; saritah— 
rivers; paritah—all around; sravanti—flow; tah—all of them; ye—they who; 
ptbanti— drink; avitrsah—without being satisfied; nrpa—O King; gadha— 
attentive; karnaih—with their ears; tan—them; na—never; sprganti—touch; 
asana—hunger; trt— thirst; bhaya—fear; $oka—lamentation; mohah—illusion. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear king, in the place where pure devotees live, following the rules 
and regulations and thus purely conscious and engaged with great eagerness 
in hearing and chanting the glories of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
in that place if one gets a chance to hear their constant flow of nectar, 
which is exactly like the waves of a river, one will forget the necessities of 
life—namely hunger and thirst—and become immune to all kinds of fear, 
lamentation and illusion. 


PURPORT 


The cultivation of Krsna consciousness is possible where great devotees 
live together and constantly engage in hearing and chanting the glories of 
the Lord. Ina holy place like Vrndavana, there are many devotees constantly 
engaged in chanting and hearing the glories of the Lord. If one gets the 
chance to hear from pure devotees in such a place, allowing the constant 
flow of the river of nectar to come from the mouth of pure devotees, then 
the cultivation of Krsna consciousness becomes very easy. When one is 
engaged in constantly hearing the glories of the Lord, he certainly rises 
above the bodily conception. When one is in the bodily conception, he feels 
the pangs of hunger and thirst, fear, lamentation and illusion. But when one 
is engaged in hearing and chanting the glories of the Lord, he transcends 
the bodily conception. 

The word bhagavad-gunanukathana-sravana-vyagra-cetasah, meaning 
‘always eager to find the place where the glories of the Lord are being 
heard and chanted,” is significant in this verse. A businessman is always 
very eager to go to a place where business is transacted. Similarly, a devotee 
is very eager to hear from the lips of liberated devotees. As soon as one 
hears the glories of the Lord from the liberated devotees, he immediately 
becomes impregnated with Krsna consciousness. This is also confirmed in 
another verse: 
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satam prasangan mama virya-samvido 
bhavanti hrt-karna-rasdyanah kathah 

taj-josanad agv apavarga-vartmani 
$raddha ratir bhaktir anukramisyati 


‘In the association of pure devotees, discussion of the pastimes and activi- 
ties of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is very pleasing and satisfying 
to the ear and to the heart. By cultivating such knowledge one gradually 
becomes advanced on the path of liberation, and thereafter he is freed, and 
his attraction becomes fixed. Then real devotion and devotional service 
begin.” (Bhag. 3.25.25) In the association of pure devotees, one becomes 
attached to hearing and chanting the glories of the Lord. In this way one 
can cultivate Krsna consciousness, and as soon as this cultivation is 
advanced, one can become faithful to the Lord, devoted to the Lord and 
attached to the Lord, and thus one can very quickly attain full Krsna 
consciousness. The secret of success in the cultivation of Krsna conscious- 
ness is hearing from the right person. A Krsna conscious person is never 
disturbed by the bodily necessities—namely, eating, sleeping, mating and 
defending. 


TEXT 41 
ba ~ ° ba’ 
aqeigat fad sflaata: aaa: | 


A wilt etd Harsatat way ee 


etair upadruto nityam 
jiva-lokah svabhavajaih 

na karoti harer niinarm 
kathamrta-nidhau ratim 


etaih—by these; upadrutah—disturbed; nityam—always; jiva-lokah—the 
conditioned soul in the material world; sva-bhdva-jaih—natural; na karoti— 
does not do; hareh—of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; ninam— 
certainly; katha—of the words; amrta—of nectar; nidhau—in the ocean; 
ratim— attachment. 


TRANSLATION 


Because the conditioned soul is always disturbed by the bodily necessi- 
ties such as hunger and thirst, he has very little time to cultivate attachment 
to hearing the nectarean words of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
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PURPORT 


Unless one is associated with devotees, he cannot cultivate Krsna con- 
sciousness. Nirjana-bhajana—cultivating Krsna consciousness in a solitary 
place—is not possible for the neophyte, for he will be disturbed by the 
bodily necessities (eating, sleeping, mating and defending). Being so dis- 
turbed, one cannot cultivate Krsna consciousness. We therefore see that 
devotees known as sahajiyd, who make everything very easy, do not asso- 
ciate with advanced devotees. Such persons, in the name of devotional 
activities, are addicted to all kinds of sinful acts—illicit sex, intoxication, 
gambling, and meat-eating. There are also many so-called devotees passing 
themselves off as devotees while engaging in these sinful activities. In other 
words, one who is influenced by sinful activity cannot be accepted as a 
person in Krsna consciousness. A person addicted to sinful life cannot 
develop Krsna consciousness, as indicated in this verse. 


TEXTS 42.44 
marataeata: AAR TAT FAT Aa: | 
ANT: AAT AfHeals AABITA Vall 
MUTT FoI: Yes RA! | 
ayafig ead Rea AMAA Welt 
TIM | TTR aaah: | 
qereasly a Teafed Ted MRATT levi 


prajapati-patih saksad 
bhagavan girigéo manuh 

daksadayah prajddhyaksa 
naisthikah sanakdadayah 


maricir atry-angirasau 
pulastyah pulahah kratuh 

bhrgur vasistha ity ete 
mad-antd brahma-vddinah 


adyapi vacas-patayas 
tapo-vidya-samddhibhih 

pasyanto ‘pina pasyanti 
pasyantam paramesvaram 
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prajapati-patih— Brahma, the father of all progenitors; saksat—directly ; 
bhagavan—the most powerful; girisah—Lord Siva; manuh—Manu; daksa- 
adayah—headed by King Daksa; praja-adh yaksah—the rulers of humankind; 
naisthikah—the strong brahmacaris; sanaka-ddayah—headed by Sanaka; 
maricih—Marici; atri-angirasau—Atri and Angira; pulastyah—Pulastya; 
pulahah—Pulaha; kratuh—Kratu; bhrguh—Bhrgu; vasisthah—Vasistha; iti— 
thus; ete—all of them; mat-antah—ending with me; brahma-vadinah— 
brahmanas, speakers on Vedic literature; adya api—up to date; vdcah- 
patayah— masters of speaking; tapah—austerities; vidya—knowledge; 
samadhibhih—and by meditation; pasyantah—observing; api—although; 
na pasyanti—do not observe; pasyantam—the one who sees; parama- 
igvaram—the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


TRANSLATION 


The most powerful Lord Brahma, the father of all progenitors; Lord 
Siva, Manu, Daksa and the other rulers of humankind; the four saintly 
first-class brahmacaris headed by Sanaka and Sanatana; the great sages 
Marici, Atri, Angira, Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu, Bhrgu and Vasistha; and my 
humble self [Narada] are all stalwart brahmanas who can speak authorita- 
tively on Vedic literature. We are very powerful because of austerities, 
meditation and education. Nonetheless, even after inquiring about the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, whom we always see, we do not know 
perfectly about Him. 


PURPORT 


According to the foolish Darwinian theory of the anthropologists, it is 
said that 40,000 years ago Homo sapiens had not appeared on this planet 
because the process of evolution had not reached that point. However, the 
Vedic histories—the Puranas and Mahabharata—relate human histories that 
extend millions and millions of years into the past. In the beginning of 
creation, there was a very intelligent personality, Lord Brahma, and from 
him emanated all the Manus, the brahmacaris like Sanaka and Sanatana, 
as well as Lord Siva, the great sages and Narada. All these personalities 
underwent great austerities and penances and thus became authorities in 
Vedic knowledge. Perfect knowledge for human beings, as well as all living 
entities, is contained in the Vedas. All the above-mentioned great per- 
sonalities are not only powerful—being cognizant of past, present and 
future—but are also devotees. Still, in spite of their great education in 
knowledge, and despite their meeting the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Lord Visnu, they cannot actually understand the perfection of the living 
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entity’s relationship with Lord Visnu. This means that these personalities 
are still limited as far as their knowledge of the unlimited is concerned. 
The conclusion is that simply by advancing one’s knowledge, one cannot 
be accepted as an expert in understanding the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. The Supreme Personality of Godhead can be understood not by 
advanced knowledge but by pure devotional service, as confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gita: 
bhaktya mam abhijanati 
yavan yas cdsmi tattvatah 
tato mam tattvato jriatva 
vigate tad-anantaram 


“One can understand the Supreme Personality as He is only by devotional 
service. And when one is in full consciousness of the Supreme Lord by 
such devotion, he can enter into the kingdom of God.” (Bg. 18.55) 

Unless one takes to pure transcendental devotional service, he cannot 
understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead in truth. Everyone has 
some imperfect ideas about the Lord. So-called scientists and philosophical 
speculators are unable to understand the Supreme Lord by virtue of their 
knowledge. Knowledge is not perfect unless one comes to the platform of 
devotional service. This is confirmed by the Vedic version: 


athapi te deva padambuja-dvaya- 
prasada-lesdnugrhita eva hi 

janati tattvam bhagavan mahimno 
na canya eko ‘piciram vicinvan 


(Bhag. 10.14.29) 


The speculators, the jfidnis, go on speculating about the Supreme Per- 
sonality of Godhead for many many hundreds of thousands of years, but 
unless one is favored by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one cannot 
understand His supreme glories. All the great sages mentioned in this 
verse have their planets near Brahmaloka, the planet where Lord Brahma 
resides along with four great sages—Sanaka, Sanatana, Sanandana and 
Sanat-kumara. These sages reside in different stars known as the southern 
stars, which circle the pole star. The pole star, called Dhruvaloka, is the 
pivot of this universe, and all planets move around this pole star. All the 
stars are planets, as far as we can see, within this one universe. According 
to Western theory, all the stars are different suns, but according to Vedic 
information, there is only one sun within this universe. All the so-called 
stars are but different planets. Besides this universe, there are many mil- 
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lions of other universes, and each of them contains similar innumerable 
stars and planets. 
TEXT 45 


THM BU Wet Torre | 
HeaeReaa aa Aad a AZ! TT BEI 


sabda-brahmani duspare 
caranta uru-vistare 

mantra-lingair vyavacchinnam 
bhajanto na viduh param 


§abda-brahmani—in the Vedic literature;duspare—unlimited; carantah— 
being engaged; uru—greatly ; vistare—expansive; mantra—of Vedic hymns; 
lingath—by the symptoms; vyavacchinnam—partially powerful (the demi- 
gods); bhajantah—worshiping; na viduh—they do not know; param—the 
Supreme. 


TRANSLATION 


Despite the cultivation of Vedic knowledge, which is unlimited, and the 
worship of different demigods by the symptoms of Vedic mantras, demigod 
worship does not help one to understand the Supreme Powerful Personality 


of Godhead. 
PURPORT 


As stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


kamais tais tair hrta-jiianah 
prapadyante ’nya-devatah 

tam tari niyamam asthaya 
prakrtya niyatah svaya 


“Those whose minds are distorted by material desires surrender unto 
demigods and follow the particular rules and regulations of worship accord- 
ing to their own natures.”’ (Bg. 7.20) 

Most people are interested in worshiping demigods to acquire powers. 
Each demigod has a particular power. For instance, the demigod Indra, 
the King of heaven, has power to shower rain on the surface of the globe 
to give sufficient vegetation to the earth. This demigod is described in the 
Vedas: vajra-hastah purandarah. Indra rules the water supply with a thun- 
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derbolt in his hand. The thunderbolt itself is controlled by Indra. Similarly, 
other demigods—Agni, Varuna, Candra, Sirya—have particular powers. All 
these demigods are worshiped in the Vedic hymns through a symbolic 
weapon. Therefore it is said here: mantra-liigair vyavacchinnam. By such 
worship, karmis may obtain the benediction of material opulence in the 
form of animals, riches, beautiful wives, many followers, and so on. By 
such material opulence, however, one cannot understand the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. 


TEXT 46 
WI Agata = ANaraerattaa: | 
a Hatta ala ae Fe a oe PaATT eS 


yada yasyanugrhnati 
bhagavan atma-bhavitah 
sa jahati matin loke 
vede ca parinisthitam 


yada—when; yasya— whom; anugrhnati—favors by causeless mercy; bha- 
gavan—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; adtma-bhavitah—realized by a 
devotee; sah—such a devotee; jahati—gives up; matim—consciousness; loke— 
in the material world; vede—in the Vedic functions; ca—also; parinisthitam 
—fixed. 


TRANSLATION 


When a person is fully engaged in devotional service, he is favored by 
the Lord, who bestows His causeless mercy. At such a time, the awakened 
devotee gives up all material activities and ritualistic performances men- 
tioned in the Vedas. 


PURPORT 


In the previous verse, those who are in knowledge have been described 
as unable to appreciate the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Similarly, 
this verse indicates that those who are followers of the Vedic rituals, as 
well as those who are followers of fruitive activities, are unable to see the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. In these two verses both the karmis and 
jianis are described as unfit to understand Him. As described by Srila 
Rupa Gosvami, only when one is completely free from mental speculation 
and fruitive activity (anyabhilasita-sinyam jiidna-karmady-andurtam) can 
one engage in pure devotional service without being polluted by material 
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desires. The significant word dtma-bhavitah indicates that the Lord is 
awakened in one’s mind if one constantly thinks of Him. A pure devotee 
is always thinking of the lotus feet of the Lord (sa vai manah krsna- 
padaravindayoh). A pure devotee cannot remain a moment without being 
absorbed in thoughts of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This con- 
stant thinking of the Lord is described in Bhagavad-gita as satata-yuktanam, 
always engaging in the Lord’s service. Bhajatam priti-puirvakam: this is 
devotional service in love and affection. Because the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead dictates to the pure devotee from within, the devotee is saved 
from all material activities. Even the Vedic ritualistic ceremonies are con- 
sidered material activities because by such activities one is simply elevated 
to other planetary systems, the residential abodes of the demigods. Lord 
Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita: 


yanti deva-vrata devan 
putrn yanti pitr-vratah 
bhitani yanti bhitejya 
yanti mad-yajino *pi mam 


“Those who worship the demigods will take birth among the demigods; 
those who worship ghosts and spirits will take birth among such beings; 
those who worship ancestors go to the ancestors; and those who worship 
Me will live with Me.” (Bg. 9.25) 

The word atma-bhavitah also indicates that a devotee is always engaged 
in preaching to deliver conditioned souls. It is said of the six Gosvamis: 
nana-sastra-vicaranaika-nipunau sad-dharma-samsthapakau lokanam hita- 
karinau. A pure devotee of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is always 
thinking of how fallen conditioned souls can be delivered. The Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, influenced by the merciful devotees’ attempt to 
deliver fallen souls, enlightens the people in general from within by His 
causeless mercy. If a devotee is benedicted by another devotee, he becomes 
free from karma-kanda and jiiana-kanda activities. As confirmed in Brahma- 
samhita, vedesu durlabham: the Supreme Personality of Godhead cannot 
be realized through karma-kanda and jfidna-kanda. Adurlabham atma- 
bhaktau: the Lord is realized only by a sincere devotee. 

This material world, the cosmic manifestation, is created by the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, and the living entities have come here to enjoy 
themselves. The Vedic instructions guide them according to different 
regulative principles, and intelligent people take advantage of these instruc- 
tions. They thus enjoy material life without being disturbed. This is actually 
illusion, and to get out of this illusion by one’s own endeavor is very 
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difficult. The general populace is engaged in material activities, and when 
people are a little advanced, they become attracted by the ritualistic cere- 
monies mentioned in the Vedas. However, when one is frustrated in the 
performance of these ritualistic ceremonies, he again comes to material 
activities. In this way both the followers of the Vedic rituals and the 
followers of material activities are entangled in conditional life. These 
people get the seed of devotional service only by the good will of the 
guru and Krsna. This is confirmed in i a guru-krsna- 
prasade paya bhakti- lata-bija. 

When one is engaged in devotional service, he is no forten attracted to 
material activities. When a man is covered by different designations, he 
cannot engage in devotional service. One has to become freed from such 
designative activities (sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam) and become pure in order 
to serve the Supreme Personality of Godhead through purified senses. 
Hrsikena hrsikesa-sevanam bhaktir ucyate: the service of the Lord through 
purified senses is called bhakti-yoga or devotional service. The sincere 
devotee is always helped by the Supersoul, who resides within the heart 
of every living entity, as Lord Krsna confirms in Bhagavad-gitd: 


tesam satata-yuk tanam 
bhajatam priti-pirvakam 

dadami buddhi-yogam tam 
yena mam upayanti te 


“To those who are constantly devoted and worship Me with love, I give 
the understanding by which they can come to Me.” (Bg. 10.10) 

This is the stage of becoming free from the contamination of the material 
world. At such a time a devotee makes friends with another devotee, and 
his engagement in material activities ceases completely. At that time,he 
attains the favor of the Lord and loses his faith in material civilization, 
which begins with varndsrama-dharma. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu speaks 
clearly of one’s becoming liberated from the varnasrama-dharma, the most 
exalted system of human civilization. At such a time one feels himself to 
be perpetually the servant of Lord Krsna, a position taken by Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu Himself. 


naham vipro na ca nara-patir napi vaisyo na siidro 
naham varni na ca grha-patir no vana-stho yatir va 
kintu prodyan nikhila-paramananda-pirnamrtabdher 
gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor dasa-dasanudasah 
(Padyavali 63) 


1422 Srimad-Bhagavatam [Canto 4, Ch. 29 


“T am not a brahmana, ksatriya, vaigya or sidra. | am not a brahmacari, 
grhastha, vanaprastha or sannyasi. What am I? I am the eternal servant of 
the servant of the servant of Lord Krsna.” Through the disciplic succession, 
one can attain this conclusion, which is perfect elevation to the transcen- 
dental platform. 


TEXT 47 


TUS «| Topagacdaay | 
wie SM Wreakrawwady livoll 


tasmat karmasu barhismann 
ajiianad artha-kasisu 

martha-drstim krthah srotra- 
sparsisu asprsta-vastusu 


tasmat—therefore; karmasu—in fruitive activities; barhisman—O King 
Pracinabarhisgat; ajranat—out of ignorance; artha-kasisu—in the matter of 
elittering fruitive result; ma—never; artha-drstim—considering as the aim of 
life; krthdh—do; Srotra-sparsisu—pleasing to the ear; asprsta—without 
touching; vastusu—real interest. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King Barhisman, you should never out of ignorance take to the 
Vedic rituals or to fruitive activity, which may be pleasing to hear about or 
which may appear to be the goal of self-interest. You should never take 
these to be the ultimate goal of life. 


PURPORT 
In Bhagavad-gita it is said: 


yam imam puspitam vacam 
pravadanty avipascitah 

veda-vada-ratah partha 
nanyad astiti vadinah 


kamatmadnah svarga-para 
janma-karma-phala-pradam 

kriyd-visesa-bahulam 
bhogaisvarya-gatim prati 
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‘Men of small knowledge are very much attached to the flowery words of 
the Vedas, which recommend various fruitive activities for elevation to 
heavenly planets, resultant good birth, power, and so forth. Being desirous 
of sense gratification and opulent life, they say that there is nothing more 
than this.” (Bg. 2.42-43) 

Generally people are very much attracted to the fruitive activities 
sanctioned in the Vedic rituals. One may be very much attracted to becom- 
ing elevated to heavenly planets by performing great sacrifices, like those 
of King Barhisman. Sri Narada Muni wanted to stop King Barhisman from 
engaging in such fruitive activities. Therefore he is now directly telling him, 
‘Don’t be interested in such temporary benefits.” In modern civilization 
people are very much interested in exploiting the resources of material 
nature through the methods of science. Indeed, this is considered advance- 
ment. This is not actually advancement, however, but is simply pleasing to 
hear. Although we are advancing according to such concocted methods, 
we are nonetheless forgetting our real purpose. Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
therefore says: jada-vidyd yata mayadra vaibhava tomara bhajane badha. 
‘‘Materialistic studies are the glare of mayd only, for they are an obstacle 
to spiritual progress.” 

The temporary comforts of life experienced either on this planet or on 
other planets are all to be taken as illusory because they do not touch the 
real purpose of life. The real purpose of life is to go back home, back to 
Godhead. Ignorant of the real purpose of life, people take to either gross 
materialistic activities or ritualistic activities. King Barhigsm4an is herein 
requested not to be attached to such activities. In the Vedas it is stated 
that the performance of sacrifice is the actual purpose of life. A section 
of the Indian population known as the Arya Sam§jists lay too much stress 
on the sacrificial portion of the Vedas. This verse indicates, however, that 
such sacrifices are to be taken as illusory. Actually the aim of human life 
should be God realization, or Krsna consciousness. The Vedic performances 
are, of course, very glittering and pleasing to hear about, but they do not 
serve the real purpose of life. 


TEXT 48 
ef ott a Aged a ae Aal TATAA | 
ayygatrn ad aadauafec: ici 


svam lokam na vidus te vali 
yatra devo jandrdanah 
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adhur dhumra-dhiyo vedam 
sakarmakam atad-vidah 


svam—own; lokam—abode; na—never; viduh—know; te—such persons; 
vai—certainly; yatra—where; devah—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; 
janardanah— Krsna or Visnu; Ghuh—speak; dhiimra-dhiyah—the less intel- 
ligent class of men; vedam—the four Vedas; sa-karmakam—full of ritualis- 
tic ceremonies; a-tat-vidah— persons who are not in knowledge. 


TRANSLATION 


Those who are less intelligent accept the Vedic ritualistic ceremonies as 
all in all. They do not know that the purpose of the Vedas is to understand 
one’s own home, where the Supreme Personality of Godhead lives. Not 
being interested in their real home, they are illusioned and search after 
other homes. 


PURPORT 


Generally people are not aware of their interest in life—to return home, 
back to Godhead. People do not know about their real home in the spiritual 
world. In the spiritual world there are many Vaikuntha planets, and the 
topmost planet is Krsnaloka, Goloka Vrndavana. Despite the so-called ad- 
vancement of civilization, there is no information of the Vaikunthalokas, 
the spiritual planets. At the present moment so-called advanced civilized 
men are trying to go to other planets, but they do not know that even if 
they go to the highest planetary system, Brahmaloka, they have to come 
back again to this planet. This is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita: 


abrahma-bhuvanal lokah 
punar avartino ‘rjuna 

mam upetya tu kaunteya 
punar janma na vid yate 


“From the highest planet in the material world down to the lowest, all are 
places of misery wherein repeated birth and death take place. But one who 
attains to My abode, O son of Kunti, never takes birth again.”’ (Bg. 8.16) 
If one goes to the highest planetary system within this universe he still has 
to return after the effects of piousactivities are finished. Space vehicles may 
go very high in the sky, but as soon as their fuel is finished, they have to re- 
turn to this earthly planet. All these activities are performed in illusion. The 
real attempt should now be to return home, back to Godhead. The process 


Text 49] Talks Between Narada and King Pracinabarhi 1425 


is mentioned in Bhagavad-gita. Yanti mad-yajino ‘pi mam: those who 
engage in the devotional service of the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
return home, back to Godhead. Human life is very valuable, and one 
should not waste it in vain exploration of other planets. One should be 
intelligent enough to return to Godhead. One should be interested in infor- 
mation about the spiritual Vaikuntha planets, and in particular the planet 
known as Goloka Vrndavana, and should learn the art of going there by 
the simple method of devotional service, beginning with hearing (sravanam 
kirtanam visnoh). This is also confirmed in Srimad-Bhdgavatam: 


kaler dosa-nidhe rajann 
asti hy eko mahan gunah 
kirtandd eva krsnasya 
mukta-saigah param vrajet (Bhag. 12.3.51) 


One can go to the supreme planet (param vrajet) simply by chanting the 
Hare Krsna mantra. This is especially meant for the people of this age 
(kaler dosa-nidhe). It is the special advantage of this age that simply by 
chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra one can become purified of all 
material contamination and return home, back to Godhead. There is no 
doubt about this. 


TEXT 49 
HRA Aas TT: ICR RerfrMT ST 
IY TATTEAA SA AAT TAT | 
ace efeay Tear fren aeaferdar esi 


astirya darbhaih prdag-agraih 
kartsnyena ksiti-mandalam 
stabdho brhad-vadhan mani 
karma navaisi yat param 
tat karma hari-tosam yat 
sa vidya tan-matir yaya 


astirya—having covered; darbhaih—by kusa grass; prak-agraih—with the 
points facing east; kartsnyena—altogether; ksiti-mandalam—the surface of 
the world; stabdhah—proud upstart; brhat—great; vadhat—by killing; mani 
—thinking yourself very important; karma—activity; na avaisi-you do 
not know; yat—which; param—supreme; tat—that; karma—activity; hari- 
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tosam—satisfying the Supreme Lord; yat—which; sa—that; vid ya—educa- 
tion; tat—unto the Lord; matih—consciousness; yaya—by which. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King, the entire world is covered with the sharp points of kusa 
grass, and on the strength of this you have become proud because you have 
killed various types of animals in sacrifices. Because of your foolishness, 
you do not know that devotional service is the only way one can please 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. You cannot understand this fact. 
Your only activities should be those that can please the Personality of 
Godhead. Our education should be such that we can become elevated to 
Krsna consciousness. 


PURPORT 


In this verse the great sage Narada Muni directly insults the King because 
he was engaged in performing sacrifices that entail the killing of a great 
number of animals. The King was thinking that he was great for having 
performed so many sacrifices, but the great sage Narada directly chastises 
him, informing him that his animal killing only leads to his being puffed up 
with false prestige. Actually anything that is done which does not lead to 
Krsna consciousness is a sinful activity, and any education that does not 
lead one to understand Krsna is false education. If Krsna consciousness is 
missing, one is simply engaged in false activities and false educational 
pursuits. 


TEXT 50 


aterm «at wafaaat: | 
TARTS BH Aa: Aat BME idol 


harir deha-bhriam dtma 
svayar prakrtir isvarah 

tat-pdda-milarn Saranam 
yatah ksemo nrnam tha 


harih—Sri Hari; deha-bhrtém—of living entities who have accepted ma- 
terial bodies; atma—the Supersoul; svayam—Himself; prakrtih—material 
nature; igvarah—the controller; tat—His; pada-miilam—feet; saranam— 
shelter; yatah—from which; ksemah—good fortune; nrnam—of men; tha— 
in this world. 
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TRANSLATION 


Sri Hari, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is the Supersoul and 
euide of all living entities who have accepted material bodies within this 
world. He is the supreme controller of all material activities in material 
nature. He is also our best friend, and everyone should take shelter at His 
lotus feet. In doing so, one’s life will be auspicious. 


PURPORT 
In Bhagavad-gita it is said: 


isvarah sarva-bhitanam 
hrd-dese ’rjuna tisthati 

bhramayan sarva-bhitani 
yantraridhani mayaya 


“The Supreme Lord is situated in everyone’s heart, O Arjuna, and is 
directing the wanderings of all living entities, who are seated as on a 
machine, made of the material energy.” (Bg. 18.61) 

The living entity is within the body, and the Supersoul, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, is also there. He is called antaryami and caitya- 
guru. As Lord Krsna states in Bhagavad-gita, He is controlling everything. 


sarvasya cahari hrdi sannivisto 
matah smrtir jidnam apohanam ca 

vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyo 
vedanta-krd veda-vid eva caham 


‘‘l am seated in everyone’s heart, and from Me come remembrance, knowl- 
edge and forgetfulness. By all the Vedas, | am to be known; indeed | am the 
compiler of Vedanta, and I am the knower of the Vedas.” (Bg. 15.15) 
Everything is being directed by the Supersoul within the body; therefore 
the better part of valor is to take His direction and be happy. To take His 
directions, one needs to be a devotee, and this is also confirmed in Bhagavad- 
gita. 
tesam satata-yuktanam 
bhajatam priti-purvakam 
dadami buddhi-yogam tam 
yena mam upayanti te 
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“To those who are constantly devoted and worship Me with love, I give 
the understanding by which they can come to Me.” (Bg. 10.10) 

Although the Supersoul is in everyone’s heart (isvarah sarva-bhiitanam 
hrd-dese ’rjuna tisthati), He talks only to the pure devotees who constantly 
engage in His service. In Caitanya-bhagavata it is said: 


tahare se bali vidya, mantra, adhyayana 
krsna-pada-padme ye karaye sthira mana 


“One who has fixed his mind on the lotus feet of Krsna is to be understood 
as having the best education and as having studied all the Vedas.” (Cb. Antya 
3.45) There are also other appropriate quotes in Caitanya-bhagavata: 


sei se vidyara phala janiha nigcaya 
krsna-pada-padme yadi citta-vrtti raya 


“The perfect result of an education is the fixing of one’s mind on the 
lotus feet of Krsna.”’ (Cb. Adi 13.178) 


‘dig-vijaya kariba, —— vidyara karya nahe 
isvare bhajile, sei vidya ‘satya’ kahe 


“Conquering the world by means of material education is not desirable. If 
one engages himself in devotional service, his education is perfected.” 
(Cb. Adi 13.173) 


pade kene loka— krsna-bhakti janibare 
se yadi nahila, tabe vidydya ki kare 


“The purpose of education is to understand Krsna and His devotional 
service. If one does not do so, then education is false.” (Cb. Adi 12.4.9) 


tahdre se bali dharma, karma saddcara 
isvare se priti janme sammata sabara 


“Being cultured, educated, very active and religious means developing 
natural love for Krsna.” (Cb. Antya 3.44) Everyone has dormant love for 
Krsna, and by culture and education that has to be awakened. That is the 
purpose of this Krsna consciousness movement. Once Lord Caitanya asked 
Sri Ramananda Raya what the best part of education was, and Ramananda 
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Raya replied that the best part of education is advancement in Krsna 
consciousness. 


TEXT 51] 


qa GIITNEN Ad A WaT | 
gf tq a9 fara Fara Tee: 11421 


sa val priyatamas catma 
yato na bhayam anv api 
iti veda sa vai vidvan 
yo vidvan sa gurur harth 


sah—He; vai—certainly; priya-tamah—the most dear; ca—also; atma— 
Supersoul; yatah—from whom; na—never; bhayam—fear; anu—little; api— 
even; iti—thus; veda—(one who) knows; sah—he; vai—certainly; vidvan— 
educated; yah—he who; vidvan— educated; sah—he; guruh—spiritual master; 
harth—not different from the Lord. 


TRANSLATION 


One who is engaged in devotional service has not the least fear in material 
existence. This is because the Supreme Personality of Godhead is the 
Supersoul and friend of everyone. One who knows this secret is actually 
educated, and one thus educated can become the spiritual master of the 
world. One who is an actually bona fide spiritual master, representative 
of Krsna, is not different from Krsna. 


PURPORT 


Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura says: sdksdd-dharitvena samasta- 
Sastrair uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih. The spiritual master is described 
in every scripture as the representative of the Supreme Personality of God- 
head. The spiritual master is accepted as identical with the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead because he is the most confidential servant of the 
Lord (kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya). The purport is that both the 
Supersoul and the individual soul are very dear to everyone. 
Everyone loves himself, and when he becomes more advanced, he loves 
the Supersoul also. A person who is self-realized does not recommend the 
worship of anyone but the Supersoul. He knows that to worship the 
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Supreme Personality of Godhead is easier than to worship various demigods 
under the influence of lust and the desire for material enjoyment. The 
devotee is therefore always engaged in the loving devotional service of the 
Lord. Such a person is a true guru. In Padma Purana it is said: 


sat-karma-nipuno vipro 
mantra-tantra-visaradah 

avaisnavo gurur na syad 
vaisnavah sva-paco guruh 


“Even if a brahmana is very learned in Vedic scriptures and knows the six 
occupational duties of a brahmana, he cannot become a guru or spiritual 
master unless he is a devotee of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
However, if one is born in a family of dog-eaters but is a pure devotee of 
the Lord, he can become a spiritual master.”’ The conclusion is that one 
cannot become a spiritual master unless he is a pure devotee of the Lord. 
One who is a spiritual master in accordance with the above descriptions of 
devotional service is to be understood as the Supreme Personality of God- 
head personally present. According to the words mentioned here (gurur 
harih), consulting a bona fide spiritual master means consulting the Su- 
preme Personality of Godhead personally. One should therefore take 
shelter of such a bona fide spiritual master. Success in life means accepting 
a spiritual master who knows Krsna as the only supreme beloved per- 
sonality. One should worship such a confidential devotee of the Lord. 


TEXT 52 
WMG SUF 


wa od fe dfow aaa: gorda | 
TTT aan Te fra afahraq 142i! 


narada uvaca 
prasna evam hi safichinno 
bhavatah purusarsabha 
atra me vadato guhyain 
nigamaya suniscitam 


naradah uvaca—Narada said; prasnah—question; evam—thus; hi—certain- 
ly; safichinnah—answered; bhavatah—your; purusa-rsabha—O great person- 
ality; atra—here; me vadatah—as I am speaking; guhyam— confidential; 
nisamaya—hear; su-niscitam— perfectly ascertained. 
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TRANSLATION 


The great saint Narada continued: O great personality, I have replied 
properly about all that you have asked me. Now hear another narration 
that is accepted by saintly persons and is very confidential. 


PURPORT 


Sri Narada Muni is personally acting as the spiritual master of King 
Barhisman. It was Narada Muni’s intention that through his instructions 
the King would immediately give up all engagement in fruitive activity 
and take to devotional service. However, although the King understood 
everything, he was still not prepared to give up his engagements. As the 
following verses will show, the King was contemplating sending for his 
sons, who were away from home executing austerities and penances. After 
their return, he would entrust his kingdom to them and then leave home. 
This is the position of most people. They accept a bona fide spiritual 
master and listen to him, but when the spiritual master indicates that they 
should leave home and fully engage in devotional service, they hesitate. 
The duty of the spiritual master is to instruct the disciple as long as he 
does not come to the understanding that this materialistic way of life, 
fruitive activity, is not at all beneficial. Actually one should take to devo- 
tional service from the beginning of life, as Prahlada Maharaja advised: 
kaumara aearet prajiio dharman bhagavatan iha (Bhag. 7.6.1). According 
to all the instructions of the Vedas, we can understand that unless one 
takes to Krsna consciousness and devotional service, he is simply wasting 
his time engaging in the fruitive activities of material existence. Narada 
Muni therefore decided to relate another allegory to the King so that he 
might be induced to give up family life within material existence. 


TEXT 53 
arat qraat at fafacar 
Te TERTIARY THTAMNT | 
AT TAKIMATA Ale 
OB at WITT SOTTATAAT 114311 


ksudrafi cararm sumanasdm sarage mithitva 
raktam sad-anghri-gana-samasu lubdha-karnam 
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agre urkan asu-trpo ‘viganayya yantam 
prsthe mrgam mrgaya lubdhaka-bana-bhinnam 


ksudram—on grass; caram—grazing; sumanasam—of a beautiful flower 
garden; Sarane— under the protection; mithitva—being united with a woman; 
raktam—attached; sat-anghri—of bumblebees; gana—of groups; saémasu—to 
the singing; lubdha-karnam—whose ear is attracted; agre—in front; vrkan— 
tigers; asu-trpah—who live at the cost of another’s life; aviganayya—ne- 
glecting; yantam—moving; prsthe—behind; mrgam—the deer; mrgaya— 
search out; lubdhaka—of a hunter; bana—by the arrows; bhinnam—liable 
to be pierced. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King, please search out that deer who is engaged in eating 
grass in a very nice flower garden along with his wife. That deer is very 
much attached to his business, and he is enjoying the sweet singing of the 
bumblebees in his garden. Just try to understand his position. He is unaware 
that before him is a tiger which is accustomed to living at the cost of 
another’s flesh. Behind the deer is a hunter, who is threatening to pierce 
him with sharp arrows. Thus the deer’s death is imminent. 


PURPORT 


Here is an allegory in which the King is advised to find a deer that is 
always in a dangerous position. Although threatened from all sides, the 
deer simply eats grass in a nice flower garden, unaware of the danger all 
around him. All living entities, especially human beings, think themselves 
very happy in the midst of families. As if living in a flower garden and 
hearing the sweet humming of bumblebees, everyone is centered around 
his wife, who is the beauty of family life. The bumblebees’ humming may 
be compared to the talk of children. The human being, just like the deer, 
enjoys his family without knowing that before him is the factor of time, 
which is represented by the tiger. The fruitive activities of a living entity 
simply create another dangerous position and oblige him to accept different 
types of bodies. For a deer to run after a mirage of water in the desert is 
not unusual. The deer is also very fond of sex. The conclusion is that one 
who lives like a deer will be killed in due course of time. Vedic literatures 
therefore advise that we should understand our constitutional position 
and take to devotional service before death comes. According to the 
Bhagavatam: 
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labdhva sudurlabham idam bahu-sambhavante 
manusyam arthadam anityam apiha dhirah 

turnam yateta na pated anumrtyu yavan 
nuhsreyasaya visayah khalu sarvatah syat 


(Bhag. 11.9.29) 


After many births we have attained this human form; therefore before 
death comes, we should engage ourselves in the transcendental loving 
service of the Lord. That is the fulfillment of human life. 


TEXT 54 


aa: arn alt am apr 
TATA Bee AT- 
gant tetemk fran frees 
acfafaatrartd = releemanntivacte- 
HATA PATA ATS TS fracas aT aMt- 
HS) TRAVATTA AT ETA SATATHAY BTS 
sara Tey fled gd wa 
WIAAIIN FIR HMSATAIN Bye 
Tafserta aftemrendatet wy fread 
ence sell 


sumanah-sama-dharmaném  strindrit Sarana asrame  puspa-madhu- 
gandhavat ksudratamam kamya-karma-vipakajam kama-sukha-lavam 
jaihvyaupasthyadi vicinvantam mithuni-bhiya tad-abhinivesita-manasam 
sad-anghri-gana-sama-gita-vad ati-manohara-vanitadi-janalapesv atitaram ati- 
pralobhita-karnam agre vurka-yuthavad atmana ayur harato ‘ho-ratran tan 
kala-lava-visesan aviganayya grhesu viharantam prsthata eva paroksam 
anupraurtto lubdhakah krtanto ’ntah sarena yam iha paravidhyati tam 
imam adtmanam aho rajan bhinna-hrdayam drastum arhasiti. 


sumanah—flowers; sama-dharmanam—exactly like; strinam—of women; 
Sarane—in the shelter; asrame—household life; puspa—in flowers; madhu— 
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of honey; gandha—the flavor; vat—like; ksudra-tamam— most insignificant; 
kamya—desired; karma—of activities; vipadka-jam—obtained as a result; 
kama-sukha—of sense gratification; lavam—a fragment; jathuya—enjoyment 
of the tongue; aupasthya—sex enjoyment; adi— beginning with; vicinvantam 
—always thinking of; mithuni-bhiya—engaging in sex life; tat—in his wife; 
abhinivesita— always absorbed; manasam—whose mind; sat-anghri— of bum- 
blebees; gana—of crowds; sama—gentle; gita—the chanting; vat—like; ati— 
very; manohara—attractive; vanita-ddi—beginning with the wife; jana—of 
people; alapesu—to the talks; atitaram—excessively; ati—very much; pra- 
lobhita— attracted; karnam—whose ears; agre—in front; urka-yuitha—a group 
of tigers; vat—like; dtmanah—of one’s self; dyuh—span of life; haratah— 
taking away; ahah-ratran—days and nights; tan—all of them; kdla-lava- 
visesan—the moments of time; aviganayya—without considering; grhesu— 
in household life; vtharantam—enjoying; prsthatah—from the back; eva 
—certainly ; paroksam—without being seen; anupravurttah— following behind; 
lubdhakah—the hunter; krta-antah—the superintendent of death; antah-in 
the heart; Sarena—by an arrow; yam—whonm;; tha—in this world; paravidhyati 
—pierces; tam—that; mam—this; dtmdnam—yourself; aho rajan—O King; 
bhinna-hrdayam—whose heart is pierced; drastum—to see; arhasi—you 
ought; vti—thus. 
TRANSLATION 


My dear King, woman, who is very attractive in the beginning but in the 
end very disturbing, is exactly like the flower, which is attractive in the 
beginning and detestable at the end. With woman, the living entity is en- 
tangled with lusty desires and sex. He thus enjoys a life of sense gratifica- 
tion—from his tongue to his genitals—and in this way the living entity 
considers himself very happy in family life. United with his wife, he always 
remains absorbed in such thoughts. He feels great pleasure in hearing the 
talks of his wife and children, which are like the sweet humming of bumble- 
bees that collect honey from flower to flower. He forgets that before him 
is time, which is taking away his life span with the passing of day and 
night. He does not see the gradual diminishing of his life, nor does he care 
about the superintendent of death, who is trying to kill him from behind. 
Just try to understand this. You are in a precarious position and are 
threatened from all sides. 


PURPORT 


Materialistic life means forgetting one’s constitutional position as the 
eternal servant of Krsna, and this forgetfulness is especially enhanced in 
the grhastha-asrama. In the grhastha-dsrama a young man accepts a young 
wife who is very beautiful in the beginning, but in due course of time, 
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after giving birth to many children and becoming older and older, she 
demands many things from the husband to maintain the entire family. At 
such a time the wife becomes detestable to the very man who accepted her 
in her younger days. One becomes attached to the grhastha-asrama for two 
reasons only—the wife cooks palatable dishes for the satisfaction of her 
husband’s tongue, and she gives him sexual pleasure at night. A person 
attached to the grhastha-dsrama is always thinking of these two things— 
palatable food and sex enjoyment. The talks of the wife, which are enjoyed 
as a family recreation, and the talks of the children both attract the living 
entity. He thus forgets that he has to die someday and has to prepare for 
the next life if he wants to be put into a congenial body. 

The deer in the flower garden is an allegory used by the great sage Narada 
to point out to the King that the King himself is similarly entrapped by 
such surroundings. Actually everyone is surrounded by such a family life, 
which misleads one. The living entity thus forgets that he has to return 
home, back to Godhead. He simply becomes entangled in family life. 
Prahlada Maharaja has therefore hinted: hitvatma-padtam grham andha- 
kipam vanamgato yad dharim dsrayeta. Family life is considered a blind well 
(andha-kiipam) into which a person falls and dies without help. Prahlada 
Maharaja recommends that while one’s senses are there and one is 
strong enough, he should abandon the grhastha-asrama and take shelter 
of the lotus feet of the Lord, going to the forest of Vrndavana. According 
to Vedic civilization, one has to give up family life at a certain age (the age 
of fifty), take vanaprastha and eventually remain alone as asannyasi. That is 
the prescribed method of Vedic civilization known as varndsrama-dharma. 
When one takes sannydsa after enjoying family life, he pleases the Supreme 
Lord Visnu. 

One has to understand one’s position in family or worldly life. That is 
called intelligence. One should not remain always trapped in family life to 
satisfy his tongue and genitals in association with a wife. In such a way, 
one simply spoils his life. According to Vedic civilization, it is imperative 
to give up the family at acertain stage, by force if necessary. Unfortunately, 
so-called followers of Vedic life do not give up their family even at the end 
of life, unless they are forced by death. There should be a thorough over- 
hauling of the social system, and society should revert to the Vedic 
principles, that is, the four varnas and the four asramas. 


TEXT 55 
a od freq arateqarcaaisea- 
fad fracas efe nota a faa 
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AIF AMAAAT ATER TY 
Tone caret fiw KAT Kul 


sa tuam vicaksya mrga-cestitam adtmano ’ntas 
cittam niyaccha hrdi karna-dhunim ca citte 

jahy anganasramam asattama-yitha-gatham 
printht hamsa-Saranam virama kramena 


sah—that very person; tuam—you; vicaksya— considering; mrga-cestitam— 
the activities of the deer; dtmanah—of the self; antah—within; cittam— 
consciousness; niyaccha—fix; hrdi—in the heart; karna-dhunim—aural 
reception; ca—and; citte—unto the consciousness; jahi—give up; afgana- 
asramam—household life; asat-tama—most abominable; yiitha-gatham— 
full of stories of man and woman; prinihi—just accept; harisa-Saranam— 
the shelter of the liberated souls; virama—become detached; kramena— 
gradually. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King, just try to understand the allegorical position of the deer. 
Be fully conscious of yourself and give up the pleasure of hearing about 
promotion to heavenly planets by fruitive activity. Give up household life, 
which is full of sex, as well as stories about such things, and take shelter 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead through the mercy of the liberated 
souls. In this way, please give up your attraction for material existence. 


PURPORT 


In one of his songs, Srila Narottama dasa Thakura writes: 


karma-kanda, jiidna-kanda, kevala visera bhanda, 
amrta baliya yeba khaya 

nana yoni sada phire, kadarya bhaksana kare, 
tara janma adhah-pate yaya 


“Fruitive activities and mental speculation are simply cups of poison. 
Whoever drinks of them, thinking them to be nectar, must struggle very 
hard life after life,in different types of bodies. Such a person eats all kinds 
of nonsense and becomes condemned by his activities of so-called sense 
enjoyment.” 
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People are generally enamored of the fruitive results of worldly activity 
and mental speculation. They generally desire to be promoted to heavenly 
planets, merge into the existence of Brahman, or keep themselves in the 
midst of family life, enchanted by the pleasures of the tongue and genitals. 
The great sage Narada clearly instructs King Barhisman not to remain his 
entire life in the grhastha-asrama. Being in the grhastha-dsrama means being 
under the control of one’s wife. One has to give up all this and put himself 
into the asrama of the paramahamsa, that is, put himself under the control 
of the spiritual master. The paramahamsa-asrama is the asrama of the Su- 
preme Personality of Godhead, under whom the spiritual master has taken 
shelter. The symptoms of the bona fide spiritual master are stated in 
Srimad-Bhagavatam: 


tasmad gurum prapadyeta 
jiufidsuh sreya uttamam 

§adbde pare ca nisnatarn 
brahmany upasamdsrayam 


‘Any person who is seriously desirous of achieving real happiness must 
seek out a bona fide spiritual master and take shelter of him by initiation. 
The qualification of a spiritual master is that he must have realized the con- 
clusion of the scriptures by deliberation and arguments and thus be able to 
convince others of these conclusions. Such great personalities who have 
taken complete shelter of the Supreme Godhead, leaving aside all material 
considerations, are to be understood as bona fide spiritual masters.” 
(Bhag. 11.3.21) 

A paramahamsa is one who has taken shelter of the Parabrahman, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. If one takes shelter of the paramahamsa 
spiritual master, gradually, through training and instruction, he will become 
detached from worldly life and ultimately return home, back to Godhead. 
The particular mention of angandsramam asattama-yitha-gatham is very 
interesting. The whole world is in the clutches of mdyd, being controlled 
by woman. Not only is one controlled by the woman who is one’s wife, 
but one is also controlled by so many sex literatures. That is the cause of 
one’s being entangled in the material world. One cannot give up this 
abominable association through one’s own effort, but if one takes shelter 
of a bona fide spiritual master who is a paramahamsa, he will gradually be 
elevated to the platform of spiritual life. 

The pleasing words of the Vedas that inspire one to elevate oneself to 
the heavenly planets or merge into the existence of the Supreme are for the 
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less intelligent who are described in Bhagavad-gita as mayayapahrta-jianah 
(those whose knowledge is taken away by the illusory energy). Real knowl- 
edge means understanding the miserable condition of material life. One 
should take shelter of a bona fide liberated soul, the spiritual master, and 
eradually elevate himself to the spiritual platform and thus become detached 
from the material world. According to Srila Vigvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, 
hamsa-Saranam refers to the cottage in which saintly persons live. Generally 
asaintly person lives in a remote place in the forest or in a humble cottage. 
However, we should note that the times have changed. It may be beneficial 
for a saintly person’s own interest to go to the forest and live in a cottage, 
but if one becomes a preacher, especially in Western countries, he has to 
invite many classes of men who are accustomed to living in comfortable 
apartments. Therefore in this age a saintly person has to make proper 
arrangements to receive people and attract them to the message of Krsna 
consciousness. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, perhaps for the 
first time, introduced palatial buildings and motor cars for the residence 
of saintly persons just to attract the general public in big cities. The main 
fact is that one has to associate with a saintly person. In this age people 
are not going to search out a saint in the forest, so the saints and sages 
have to come to the big cities to make arrangements to receive the people 
in general, who are accustomed to the modern amenities of material life. 
Gradually such persons will learn that palatial buildings or comfortable 
apartments are not at all necessary. The real necessity is to become free 
from material bondage in whatever way possible. According to the orders 
of Srila Rapa Gosvami: 


andasaktasya visayan 
yatharham upayunyatah 

nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe 
yuktam vairagyam ucyate 


‘When one is not attached to anything, but at the same time accepts 
everything in relation to Krsna, one is rightly situated above possessiveness.” 
(Bh.r.s. 1.2.255) 

One should not be attached to material opulence, but material opulence 
may be accepted in the Krsna consciousness movement to facilitate the 
propagation of the movement. In other words, material opulence may be 
accepted as yukta-vairagya, that is, for renunciation. 
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TEXT 56 
UTA 


aaaead Aa ATA ATATTT | 
damage: fe a eagle wes 


rajovaca 
srutam anviksitam brahman 
bhagavan yad abhasata 
naitaj jananty upadhyayah 
kim na briiyur vidur yadi 


raja uvadca—the King said; Srutam—was heard; anviksitam—was con- 
sidered; brahman—O brahmana; bhagavan—the most powerful; yat—which; 
abhdsata—you have spoken; na—not; etat—this; jananti-do know; 
upadhyayah—the teachers of fruitive activities; kim—why; na briyuh— 
they did not instruct; viduh—they understood; yadi—if. 


TRANSLATION 


The King replied: My dear brahmana, whatever you have said I have 
heard with great attention, and, considering all of it, have come to the 
conclusion that the acaryas [ teachers] who engaged me in fruitive activity 
did not know this confidential knowledge. If they were aware of it, why 
did they not explain it to me? 


PURPORT 


Actually the so-called teachers or leaders of material society do not 
really know the goal of life. They are described in Bhagavad-gita as 
mayayapahrta-jiianah. They appear to be very learned scholars, but actually 
the influence of the illusory energy has taken away their knowledge. Real 


knowledge means searching out Krsna. 


sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto 
mattah smrtir jiidnam apohanam ca 

vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyo 
vedanta-krd veda-vid eva caham 
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‘‘I am seated in everyone’s heart, and from Me come remembrance, knowl- 
edge and forgetfulness. By all the Vedas, I am to be known; indeed, I am 
the compiler of Vedanta, and I am the knower of the Vedas.” (Bg. 15.15) 
All Vedic knowledge is meant for searching out Krsna because Krsna is 
the origin of everything. Janmady asya yatah. In Bhagavad-gita Krsna says: 


na me viduh sura-ganah 
prabhavam na maharsayah 

aham adir hi devanam 
maharsinam ca sarvasah 


‘Neither the hosts of demigods nor the great sages know My origin, for, in 
every respect, I am the source of the demigods and the sages.”’ (Bg. 10.2) 

Krsna is the origin and beginning of all demigods, including Lord Brahma, 
Lord Siva and all others. The Vedic ritualistic ceremonies are concerned 
with satisfying different demigods, but unless one is very advanced, he 
cannot understand that the original personality is Sri Krsna. Govindam 
adi-purusam tam aham bhajami. After hearing the instructions of Narada, 
King Barhisman came to his senses. The real goal of life is to attain de- 
votional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The King there- 
fore decided to reject the so-called priestly orders that simply engage 
their followers in the ritualistic ceremonies without giving effective instruc- 
tions about the goal of life. At the present moment the churches, temples 
and mosques all over the world are not attracting people because foolish 
priests cannot elevate their followers to the platform of knowledge. Not 
being aware of the real goal of life, they simply keep their congregation in 
ignorance. Consequently those who are well educated have become un- 
interested in the ritualistic ceremonies. At the same time, they are not 
benefited with real knowledge. This Krsna consciousness movement is 
therefore very important for the enlightenment of all classes. Following in 
the footsteps of Maharaja Barhisman, everyone should take advantage of 
this Krsna consciousness movement and abandon the stereotyped ritualistic 
ceremonies that go under the garb of so many religions. The Gosvamis 
from the very beginning differed from the priestly class that was engaged 
in ritualistic ceremonies. Indeed, Srila Sanatana Gosvami compiled his Hari- 
bhakti-vilasa for the guidance of the Vaisnavas. The Vaisnavas, not caring 
for the lifeless activities of the priestly classes, take to full Krsna con- 
sciousness and become perfect in this very life. That is described in the 
previous verse as paramhamsa-Saranam, taking shelter of the paramhamsa, 
the liberated soul, and becoming successful in this life. 
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TEXT 57 
aaraisy FF fay afsaeacHal Feary | 
arrste fe gafer aa Afar: 191 


samsayo ‘tra tu me vipra 
safichinnas tat-krto mahan 
rsayo “pi hi muhyanti 
yatra nendriya-urttayah 


samsayuh— doubt; atra—here; tu—but; me—my; vipra—O brahmana; 
safichinnah—cleared; tat-krtah—done by that; mahdn—very great; rsayah— 
the great sages; api— even; hi—certainly; muh yanti—are bewildered; yatra— 
where; na—not; indriya— of the senses; urttayah—activities. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear brahmana, there are contradictions between your instructions 
and those of my spiritual teachers who engaged me in fruitive activities. I 
now can understand the distinction between devotional service, knowledge 
and renunciation. I had some doubts about them, but you have now very 
kindly dissipated all these doubts. I can now understand how even the 
great sages are bewildered by the real purpose of life. Of course, there is 
no question of sense gratification. 


PURPORT 


King Barhisman was engaged in different types of sacrifice for elevation 
to the heavenly planets. People generally are attracted by these activities, 
and very rarely is a person attracted to devotional service, as Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu confirms. Unless one is very very fortunate, he does not take 
to devotional service. Even the so-called learned Vedic scholars are be- 
wildered by devotional service. They are generally attracted to the rituals 
for sense gratification. In devotional service there is no sense gratification 
but only transcendental loving service to the Lord. Consequently the so- 
called priests engaged in sense gratification do not very much like devotion- 
al service. The brahmanas, the priests, have been against this Krsna con- 
sciousness movement since it began with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. When 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu started this movement, the priestly class lodged 
complaints to the Kazi, the magistrate of the Mohammedan government. 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu had to lead a civil disobedience movement against 
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the propaganda of the so-called followers of Vedic principles. These people 
are described as karma-jada-smartas, which indicates that they are priests 
engaged in ritualistic ceremonies. It is here stated that such people become 
bewildered (rsayo ‘pi hi muhyanti). To save oneself from the hands of 
these karma-jada-smartas, one should strictly follow the instructions of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


sarva-dharman parityajya 
mam ekam Saranam vraja 

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo 
moksayisyami ma sucah 


‘Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. I shall 
deliver you from all sinful reaction. Do not fear.” (Bg. 18.66) 


TEXT 58 


aararerd aa guifae Aart aq | 
TAI seq Ge a Aa UI4cll 


karmany arabhate yena 
puman tha vihaya tam 

amutranyena dehena 
justani sa yad aSnute 


karmani—fruitive activities; drabhate—begins to perform; yena—by 
which; pumdn—a living entity; tha—in this life; vihdya—giving up; tam— 
that; amutra—in the next life; anyena—another; dehena—by a body; 
justani—the results; sah—he; yat—that; aSnute—enjoys. 


TRANSLATION 


The results of whatever a living entity does in this life are enjoyed in the 
next life. 


PURPORT 


A person generally does not know how one body is linked with another 
body. How is it possible that one suffers or enjoys the results of activities 
in this body in yet another body in the next life. This is a question the 
King wants Narada Muni to answer. How may one have a human body in 
this life and not have a human body in the next? Even great philosophers 
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and scientists cannot account for the transferral of karma from one body 
to another. As we experience, every individual soul has an individual body, 
and one person’s activities, or one body’s activities, are not enjoyed or 
suffered by another body or another person. The question is how the 
activities of one body are suffered or enjoyed in the next. 


TEXT 59 


gfa actaat ae: yaa at are 
ea afarad she Wet a ATTA 4S 


iti veda-vidarh vadah 
Sriiyate tatra tatra ha 

karma yat kriyate proktam 
paroksam na prakdsate 


iti_ thus;_ veda-vidam—of persons who know the Vedic conclusions; 
vadah—the thesis; sriyate—is heard; tatra tatra—here and there; ha—cer- 
tainly; karma—the activity; yat—what; kriyate—is performed; proktam—as 
it was said; paroksam—unknown; na prakasate—is not directly manifested. 


TRANSLATION 


The expert knowers of the Vedic conclusions say that one enjoys or 
suffers the results of his past activities. But practically it is seen that the 
body that performed the work in the last birth is already lost. So how is it 
possible to enjoy or suffer the reactions of that work in a different body? 


PURPORT 


Atheists want evidence for the resultant actions of past activities. There- 
fore they ask, “Where is the proof that I am suffering and enjoying the 
resultant actions of past karma?” They have no idea how the subtle body 
carries the results of the present body’s actions down to the next gross 
body. The present body may be finished grossly, but the subtle body is 
not finished; it carries the soul to the next body. Actually the gross body 
is dependent on the subtle body. Therefore the next gross body must 
suffer and enjoy according to the subtle body. The soul is carried by the 
subtle body continuously until liberated from gross material bondage. 
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TEXT 60 

Ate SN 
Jaana HAA ACTATT | 
aS aaa axa TART AY |G oll 


narada uvaca 
yenaivarabhate karma 
tenaivamutra tat puman 
bhunkte hy avyavadhanena 
lingena manasa svayam 


naradah uvaca—Narada said; yena—by which; eva—certainly; adrabhate— 
begins; karma—fruitive activities; tena—by that body; eva—certainly; 
amutra—in the next life; tat—that; puman—the living entity; bhunkte— 
enjoys; hi—because; avyavadhanena—without any change; linigena—by the 
subtle body; manasd—by the mind; svayam—personally. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Narada continued: The living entity acts in a gross body 
in this life. This body is forced to act by the subtle body, composed of 
mind, intelligence and ego. After the gross body is lost, the subtle body is 
still there to enjoy or suffer. Thus there is no change. 


PURPORT 


The living entity has two kinds of body—the subtle body and the gross 
body. Actually he enjoys through the subtle body, which is composed of 
mind, intelligence and ego. The gross body is the instrumental outer 
covering. When the gross body is lost, or when it dies, the root of the 
gross body—the mind, intelligence and ego—continue and bring about 
another gross body. Although the gross bodies apparently change, the real 
root of the gross body—the subtle body of mind, intelligence and ego—is 
always there. The subtle body’s activities—be they pious or impious—create 
another situation for the living entity to enjoy or suffer in the next gross 
body. Thus the subtle body continues whereas the gross bodies change 
one after another. 

Since modern scientists and philosophers are too materialistic, and since 
their knowledge is taken away by the illusory energy, they cannot explain 
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how the gross body is changing. The materialistic philosopher Darwin has 
tried to study the changes of the gross body, but because he had no 
knowledge of either the subtle body or the soul, he could not clearly 
explain how the evolutionary process is going on. One may change the 
gross body, but he works in the subtle body. People cannot understand the 
activities of the subtle body, and consequently they are bewildered as to 
how the actions of one gross body affect another gross body. The activities 
of the subtle body are also guided by the Supersoul, as explained in 
Bhagavad-gita: 


sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto 
mattah smrtir jiadnam apohanam ca 

vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyo 
vedanta-krd veda-vid eva caham 


‘I am seated in everyone’s heart, and from Me come remembrance, knowl- 
edge and forgetfulness. By all the Vedas, I am to be known; indeed I am 
the compiler of Vedanta, and I am the knower of the Vedas.” (Bg. 15.15) 

Because the Supreme Personality of Godhead as Supersoul is always 
guiding the individual soul, the individual soul always knows how to act 
according to the reactions of his past karma. In other words, the Supersoul 
reminds him to act in such a way. Therefore although there is apparently 
a change in the gross body, there is a continuation between the lives of an 
individual soul. 


TEXT 61 


TUNA aed TEN FAT | 
SAAT BS AMAT Ast 


Sayanam imam utsrjya 
Svasantam puruso yatha 
karmatmany ahitam bhunkte 

tadrsenetarena va 


§ayanam—lying down on a bed; imam—this body; utsrjya—after giving 
up; Svasantam—breathing; purusah—the living entity; yatha—as; karma— 
activity; dtmani—in the mind; ahitam—executed; bhunkte—enjoys; 
tadrsena—by a similar body; itarena—by a different body; va—or. 
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TRANSLATION 


The living entity, while dreaming, gives up the actual living body. 
Through the activities of his mind and intelligence, he acts in another 
body, either as a god or a dog. After giving up this gross body, the living 
entity enters either an animal body or a demigod’s body on this planet or 
on another planet. He thus enjoys the results of the actions of his past life. 


PURPORT 


Although the root of distress and happiness is the mind, intelligence and 
ego, a gross body is still required as an instrument for enjoyment. The 
gross body may change, but the subtle body continues to act. Unless the 
living entity gets another gross body, he will have to continue in a subtle 
body, or a ghostly body. One becomes a ghost when the subtle body acts 
without the help of the instrumental gross body. As stated in this verse, 
Saydnam imam utsrjya svasantam. The gross body may lie on a bed and rest, 
and even though the machinery of the gross body is working, the living 
entity may leave, go into a dream, and return to the gross body. When he 
returns to the body, he forgets his dream. Similarly, when the living entity 
takes on another gross body, he forgets the present gross body. The con- 
clusion is that the subtle body—mind, intelligence and ego—creates an 
atmosphere with desires and ambitions that the living entity enjoys in the 
subtle body. Actually the living entity is in the subtle body, even though 
the gross body apparently changes and even though he inhabits the gross 
body on various planets. All the activities performed by the living entity in 
the subtle body are called illusory because they are not permanent. Libera- 
tion means getting out of the clutches of the subtle body. Liberation from 
the gross body simply involves the transmigration of the soul from one 
gross body to another. When the mind is educated in Krsna consciousness, 
or higher consciousness in the mode of goodness, one is transferred either 
to the upper heavenly planets or to the spiritual world, the Vaikuntha 
planets. One therefore has to change his consciousness by cultivating 
knowledge received from Vedic instructions from the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead through the disciplic succession. If we train the subtle body in 
this life by always thinking about Krsna, we will transfer to Krsnaloka after 
leaving the gross body. This is confirmed by the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. 

janma karma ca me divyam 
evam yo vetti tattvatah 

tyaktvd deham punar janma 
naiti mam eti so Tjuna 
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“One who knows the transcendental nature of My appearance and activities 
does not, upon leaving the body, take his birth again in this material world, 
but attains My eternal abode, O Arjuna.” (Bg. 4.9) 

Thus the change of the gross body is not very important, but the change 
of the subtle body is important. The Krsna consciousness movement is 
educating people to enlighten the subtle body. The perfect example in this 
regard is Ambarisa Maharaja, who always engaged his mind on the lotus 
feet of Lord Krsna. Sa vai manah krsna-padaravindayoh. Similarly, in this 
life we should always fix our mind on the lotus feet of Krsna, whois present 
in His arca-vigraha, the incarnation of the Deity in the temple. We should 
also always engage in His worship. If we engage our speech in describing 
the activities of the Lord and our ears in hearing about His pastimes, and if 
we follow the regulative principles to keep the mind intact for advancing in 
Krsna consciousness, we shall certainly be elevated to the spiritual platform. 
Then at the time of death the mind, intelligence and ego will no longer be 
materially contaminated. The living entity is present, and the mind, intelli- 
gence and ego are also present. When the mind, intelligence and ego are 
purified, all the active senses of the living entity become spiritual. Thus the 
living entity attains his sac-cid-ananda-vigraha form. The Supreme Lord is 
always in His sac-cid-ananda-vigraha form, but the living entity, although 
part and parcel of the Lord, becomes materially contaminated when he 
desires to come to the material world for material enjoyment. The prescrip- 
tion for returning home, back to Godhead, is given by the Lord Himself 
in Bhagavad-gita: 


man-mana bhava mad-bhakto 
mad-yaji mam namaskuru 

mam evaisyasi yuktvaivam 
atmanam mat-parayanah 


‘“Always think of Me and become My devotee. Worship Me and offer your 
homage unto Me. Being completely absorbed in Me, surely you will come 
to Me.” (Bg. 9.34) 


TEXT 62 
Wa Aa Facaefata wa7T | 
WaATAGA WS FA AT Fag: EN 


mamaite manasa yad yad 
asav aham iti bruvan 
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grhniyat tat puman raddham 
karma yena punar bhavah 


mama— mine; ete—all these; manasa—by the mind; yat yat—whatever; 
asau— that; aham—I (am); iti— thus; bruvan—accepting: grhniyat—takes with 
him; tat—that; puman-— the living entity ;raddham—perfected; karma—work; 
yena—by which; punah—again; bhavah—material existence. 


TRANSLATION 


The living entity labors under the bodily conception of “I am this, I am 
that. My duty is this, and therefore I shall do it.”” These are all mental 
impressions, and all these activities are temporary; nonetheless, by the grace 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the living entity gets a chance to 
execute all his mental concoctions. Thus he gets another body. 


PURPORT 


As long as one is absorbed in the bodily conception, his activities are 
performed on that platform. This is not very difficult to understand. In 
the world, we see that every nation is trying to supersede every other nation 
and that every man is trying to advance beyond his fellow man. All these 
activities are going on under the name of advancement of civilization. 
There are many plans for making the body comfortable, and these plans 
are carried in the subtle body after the destruction of the gross body. It is 
not a fact that after the gross body is destroyed the living entity is finished. 
Although many great philosophers and teachers in this world are under the 
impression that after the body is finished everything is finished, this is not 
a fact. Narada Muni says in this verse that at death one takes his plans with 
him (grhniyat), and to execute these plans he gets another body. This is 
called punar bhavah. When the gross body is finished, the plans of the living 
entity are taken by the mind, and, by the grace of the Lord, the living 
entity gets a chance to give these plans shape in the next life. This is known 
as the law of karma. As long as the mind is absorbed in the laws of karma, 
a certain type of body must be accepted in the next life. 

Karma is the aggregate of fruitive activities conducted to make this body 
comfortable or uncomfortable. We have actually seen that when one man 
was about to die he requested his physician to give him a chance to live 
four more years so that he could finish his plans. This means that while 
dying he was thinking of his plans. After his body was destroyed, he 
doubtlessly carried his plans with him by means of the subtle body com- 
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posed of mind, intelligence and ego. Thus he would get another chance by 
the grace of the Supreme Lord, the Supersoul, who is always within the 
heart. 
sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto 
mattah smrtir jianam apohanam ca 
vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyo 
vedanta-krd veda-vid eva caham 


‘I am seated in everyone’s heart, and from Me come remembrance, knowl- 
edge and forgetfulness. By all the Vedas, | am to be known; indeed I am 
the compiler of Vedanta, and | am the knower of the Vedas.”’ (Bg. 15.15) 

In the next birth, one acquires remembrance from the Supersoul and 
begins to execute the plans begun in the previous life. This is also explained 
in Bhagavad-gitd in another verse: 


isvarah sarva-bhiitanam 
hrd-dese ’rjuna tisthati 

bhradmayan sarva-bhittani 
yantraridhani mayaya 


‘The Supreme Lord is situated in everyone’s heart, O Arjuna, and is directing 
the wanderings of all living entities, who are seated as on a machine, made 
of the material energy.” (Bg. 18.61) 

Situated on the vehicle given by material nature and reminded by the 
Supersoul within the heart, the living entity struggles all over the universe 
to fulfill his plans, thinking, “I am a brahmana, | am a ksatriya. | am an 
American, | am an Indian,” and so on. All these designations are of the 
same essence. There is no point in becoming a brahmana in preference to 
an American or becoming an American in preference to a Negro. After all, 
these are all bodily conceptions under the modes of material nature. 


TEXT 63 
aan == ragaatitecafed: | 
ad meget wa wead Praafatt: 11621 


yathanumiyate cittam 
ubhayair indriyehitaih 

evam prag-dehajam karma 
laksyate citta-vrttibhih 
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yatha—as; anumiyate—can be imagined; cittam—one’s consciousness or 
mental condition; ubhayaih—both; indriya—of the senses; ihitaih—by the 
activities; evam—similarly; prak—previous; deha-jam—performed by the 
body ; karma—activities; laksyate—can be perceived; citta—of consciousness; 
vrttibhih—by the occupations. 


TRANSLATION 


One can understand the mental or conscious position of a living entity 
by the activities of two kinds of senses—the knowledge-acquiring senses 
and the executive senses. Similarly, by the mental condition or conscious- 
ness of a person, one can understand his position in the previous life. 


PURPORT 


There is an English proverb that says, “The face is the index of the mind.” 
If one is angry, his anger is immediately expressed in his face. Similarly, 
other mental states are reflected by the actions of the gross body. In other 
words, the activities of the gross body are reactions of the mental condi- 
tion. The mind’s activities are thinking, feeling and willing. The willing 
portion of the mind is manifest by the activities of the body. The conclu- 
sion is that by the activities of the body and senses, we can understand the 
condition of the mind. The condition of the mind is affected by past 
activities in the past body. When the mind is joined with a particular sense, 
it immediately becomes manifest in a certain way. For instance, when 
there is anger in the mind, the tongue vibrates so many maledictions. 
Similarly, when the mind’s anger is expressed through the hand, there is 
fighting. When it is expressed through the leg, there is kicking. There are 
so many ways in which the subtle activities of the mind are expressed 
through the various senses. The mind of a person in Krsna consciousness 
also acts in a similar way. The tongue chants Hare Krsna, the maha-mantra, 
the hands are raised in ecstasy, and the legs dance in Krsna consciousness. 
These symptoms are technically called asta-sattvika-vikdra. This is trans- 
formation of the mental condition in goodness or sometimes transcendental 
ecstasy. 


TEXT 64 


Tad FH Welt eNeeayTy | 
RaagIaeaT aed | yreMeate US 
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nanubhiitam kva cdnena 
dehenddrstam asrutam 
kadacid upalabhyeta 
yad ripam yddrg adtmani 


na—never; anubhuitam—experienced; kva—at any time; ca—also; anena 
dehena—by this body ;adrstam—never seen; asrutam—never heard; kaddcit— 
sometimes; upalabhyeta—may be experienced; yat—which; ripam—form; 
yadrk—whatever kind; atmani—in the mind. 


TRANSLATION 


Sometimes we suddenly experience something that was never experienced 
in the present body by sight or hearing. Sometimes we see such things 
suddenly in dreams. 

PURPORT 


We sometimes see things in dreams that we have never experienced in 
the present body. Sometimes in dreams we think that we are flying in the 
sky, although we have no experience of flying. This means that once in a 
previous life, either as a demigod or astronaut, we flew in the sky. The 
impression is there in the stockpile of the mind, and it suddenly expresses 
itself. It is like fermentation taking place in the depths of water, which 
sometimes manifests itself in bubbles on the water’s surface. Sometimes 
we dream of coming to a place we have never known or experienced in this 
lifetime, but this is proof that in a past life we experienced this. The 
impression is kept within the mind and sometimes becomes manifest 
either in dream or in thought. The conclusion is that the mind is the 
storehouse of various thoughts and experiences undergone during our past 
lives. Thus there is a chain of continuation from one life to another, from 
previous lives to this life, and from this life to future lives. This is also 
sometimes proved by saying that a man is a born poet, a born scientist or 
a born devotee. If, like Maharaja Ambarisa, we think of Krsna constantly 
in this life (sa vai manah krsna-padaravindayoh), we will certainly be 
transferred to the kingdom of God at the time of death. Even if our at- 
tempt to be Krsna conscious is not complete, our Krsna consciousness will 
continue in the next life. This is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita: 


prapya punya-krtam lokan 
usitvd sasvatih samah 


1452 Srimad-Bhagavatam [Canto 4, Ch. 29 


Sucinam Ssrimatam gehe 
yoga-bhrasto ‘bhijdyate 


‘The unsuccessful yogi, after many, many years of enjoyment on the planets 
of the pious living entities, is born into a family of righteous people, or 
into a family of rich aristocracy.” (Bg. 6.41) 

If we rigidly follow the principles of meditation on Krsna, there is no 
doubt that in our next life we will be transferred to Krsnaloka, Goloka 
Vrndavana. 


TEXT 65 
TAA Tet wiley Tere | 
ASAPH AAA: WHEAT G4 


tenasya tadrsam raja 
lingino deha-sambhavam 

sraddhatsvananubhito ‘rtho 
na manah sprastum arhati 


tena—therefore; asya—of the living entity; tadrsam—like that; rajan—O 
King; liiiginah—who has a subtle mental covering; deha-sambhavam-—pro- 
duced in the previous body; sraddhatsva—accept it as fact; ananubhitah— 
not perceived; arthah—a thing; na—never; manah—in the mind; sprastum— 
to manifest; arhati—is able. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King, the living entity, who has a subtle mental covering, 
develops all kinds of thoughts and images because of his previous body. 
Take this from me as certain. There is no possibility of concocting anything 
mentally without having perceived it in the previous body. 


PURPORT 


krsna-bahirmukha hajia bhoga-vaiicha kare 
nikata-stha maya tare japatiya dhare 
(Prema-vivarta 6.2) 


Actually the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, is the supreme 
enjoyer. When a living entity wants to imitate Him, he is given a chance to 
satisfy his false desire to lord it over material nature. That is the beginning 
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of his downfall. As long as he is within this material atmosphere, he has a 
subtle vehicle in the form of the mind, which is the stockpile of all kinds 
of material desires. Such desires become manifest in different bodily forms. 
Srila Narada Muni requests the King to accept this fact from him because 
he is an authority. The conclusion is that the mind is the storehouse of our 
past desires, and we have this present body due to our past desires. Simi- 
larly, whatever we desire in this present body will be expressed in a future 
body. Thus the mind is the source of different kinds of bodies. 

If the mind is purified by Krsna consciousness, one will naturally in the 
future get a body that is spiritual and full of Krsna consciousness. Such a 
body is our original form, as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu confirms: jivera 
‘svarupa’ haya——krsnera ‘nitya-ddsa’. ‘Every living entity is constitu- 
tionally an eternal servant of Krsna.” If a person is engaged in the devo- 
tional service of the Lord, he is to be considered a liberated soul even in 
this life. This is confirmed by Srila Ripa Gosvami: 


iha yasya harer dasye 
karmand manasa gira 

nikhilasv apy avasthasu 
jwan-muktah sa ucyate 


‘‘One who engages in the transcendental service of the Lord in body, mind, 
and word is to be considered liberated in all conditions of material 
existence.”’ (Bh.r.s. 1.2.187) The Krsna consciousness movement is based 
on this principle. We must teach people to absorb themselves always in 
the service of the Lord because that position is their natural position. One 
who is always serving the Lord is to be considered already liberated. This 
is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gita: 


mam ca yo ’vyabhicarena 
bhakti-yogena sevate 

sa gunan samatityaitan 
brahma-bhiyaya kalpate 


‘One who engages in full devotional service, who does not fall down in any 
circumstance, at once transcends the modes of material nature and thus 
comes to the level of Brahman.” (Bg. 14.26) 

The devotee is therefore above the three modes of material nature and 
is even transcendental to the brahmana platform. A bradhmana may be 
infected by the two baser modes—namely rajo-guna and tamo-guna. A pure 
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devotee, who is free from all material desires experienced on the mental 
platform and who is also free from empiric philosophical speculation or 
fruitive activity, is always above material conditioning and is always 
liberated. 

TEXT 66 


Ha oF WAT TET sare | 
afeqaa ag a wa a afseqa: 88 


mana eva manusyasya 
purva-rupani Samsati 

bhavisyatas ca bhadram te 
tathaiva na bhavisyatah 


manah—the mind; eva—certainly; manusyasya—of a man; purva—past; 
rupani—forms; samsati—indicates;bhavisyatah—of one who will take birth; 
ca—also; bhadram—good fortune; te—unto you; tatha—thus; eva—certainly ; 
na—not; bhavisyatah—ot one who will take birth. 


TRANSLATION 


O King, all good fortune unto you! The mind is the cause of the living 
entity’s attaining a certain type of body in accordance with his association 
with material nature. According to one’s mental composition, one can 
understand what the living entity was in his past life as well as what kind 
of body he will have in the future. Thus the mind indicates the past and 
future bodies. 

PURPORT 


The mind is the index of information about one’s past and future life. 
If a man is a devotee of the Lord, he cultivated devotional service in his 
previous life. Similarly, if one’s mind is criminal, he was criminal in his 
last life. In the same way, according to the mind, we can understand what 
will happen in a future life. In Bhagavad-gita it is said: 


irdhvam gacchanti sattva-stha 
madhye tisthanti rajasah 
Jaghanya-guna-vrtti-stha 
adho gacchanti tamasah 


“Those situated in the mode of goodness gradually go upward to the 
higher planets; those in the mode of passion live on the earthly planets; 
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and those in the mode of ignorance go down to the hellish worlds.” 
(Bg. 14.18) 

If a person is in the mode of goodness, his mental activities will promote 
him to a higher planetary system. Similarly, if he has a low mentality, his 
future life will be most abominable. The lives of the living entity, in both 
the past and the future, are indicated by the mental condition. Narada Muni 
is herein offering the King blessings of all good fortune so that the King 
will not desire anything or make plans for sense gratification. The King 
was engaged in fruitive ritualistic ceremonies because he hoped to get a 
better life in the future. Narada Muni desired him to give up all mental 
concoctions. As explained before, all bodies in heavenly planets and hellish 
planets arise from mental concoctions, and the sufferings and enjoyments 
of material life are simply on the mental platform. They take place on the 
chariot of the mind (mano-ratha). It is therefore said: 


yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akificana 
sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah 

harav abhaktasya kuto mahad-guna 
mano-rathendsati dhavato bahih 


“One who has unflinching devotion for the Personality of Godhead has all 
the good qualities of the demigods. But one who is not a devotee of the 
Lord has only material qualifications that are of little value. This is because 
he is hovering on the mental plane and is certain to be attracted by the 
glaring material energy.” (Bhag. 5.18.12) 

Unless one becomes a devotee of the Lord or becomes fully Krsna con- 
scious, he will certainly hover on the mental platform and be promoted and 
degraded in different types of bodies. All qualities that are considered 
good according to the material estimation actually have no value because 
these so-called good qualities will not save a person from the cycle of birth 
and death. The conclusion is that one should be without mental desire. 
from material desires, philosophical speculation and fruitive activity. The 
best course for a human being is to favorably accept the transcendental 
devotional service of the Lord. That is the highest perfection of human life. 
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adrstam asrutam catra 
kvacin manasi drsyate 

yatha tathanumantavyam 
desa-kala-kriyasrayam 


adrstam—never experienced; asrutam—never heard; ca—and; atra—in this 
life; kvacit—at some time; manasi—in the mind; drsyate—is visible; yatha-- 
as; tatha—accordingly; anumantavyam—to be understood; desa—place; 
kala—time; kriya-activity ; asrayam—depending on. 


TRANSLATION 


Sometimes in a dream we see something never experienced or heard of 
in this life, but all these incidents have been experienced at different times, 
in different places and in different conditions. 


PURPORT 


In the previous verse it was explained that in dreams we see that which 
was experienced during the day. But why is it that we sometimes in our 
dreams see what we have never heard of or seen at any time during this 
life? Here it is stated that even though such events may not be experienced 
in this life, they were experienced in previous lives. According to time and 
circumstance, they combine so that in dreams we see something wonderful 
that we have never experienced. For instance, we may see an ocean on the 
peak of a mountain. Or we may see that the ocean has dried up. These are 
simply combinations of different experiences in time and space. Some- 
times we may see a golden mountain, and this is due to our having 
experienced gold and mountains separately. In the dream, under illusion, 
we combine these separate factors. In this way we are able to see golden 
mountains or stars during the day. The conclusion is that these are all 
mental concoctions, although they have actually been experienced in 
different circumstances. They have simply combined together in a dream. 
This fact is further explained in the following verse. 
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sarve kramdnurodhena 
manasindriya-gocarah 

dyanti bahuso yanti 
sarve samanaso janah 


sarve—all; krama-anurodhena—in order of chronology; manasi—in the 
mind; indriya—by the senses; gocarah— experienced; dyanti—come; bahuégah 
—in many ways; yanti—go away; sarve—all; sa-manasah—with a mind; janah 
—living entities. 


TRANSLATION 


The mind of the living entity continues to exist in various gross bodies, 
and according to one’s desires for sense gratification, the mind records 
different thoughts. In the mind these appear together in different combi- 
nations; therefore these images sometimes appear as things never seen or 
never heard. 


PURPORT 


The activities of the living entity in the body of a dog may be experienced 
in the mind of a different body; therefore those activities appear never to 
have been heard or seen. The mind continues, although the body changes. 
Even in this lifespan we can sometimes experience dreams of our child- 
hood. Although such incidents now appear strange, it is to be understood 
that they are recorded in the mind. Because of this, they become visible 
in dreams. The transmigration of the soul is caused by the subtle body, 
which is the storehouse of all kinds of material desires. Unless one is fully 
absorbed in Krsna consciousness, material desires will come and go. That 
is the nature of the mind—thinking, feeling and willing. As long as the 
mind is not engaged in meditation on the lotus feet of the Supreme Per- 
sonality of Godhead, Krsna, the mind will desire so many material enjoy- 
ments. Sensual images are recorded in the mind in chronological order, 
and they become manifest one after another; therefore the living entity 
has to accept one body after another. The mind plans material enjoyment, 
and the gross body serves as the instrument to realize such desires and 
plans. The mind is the platform onto which all desires come and go. Srila 
Narottama dasa Thakura therefore sings: 


guru-mukha-padma-vak ya, cittete kariyd aikya, 
dra na kariha mane asa 
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Narottama dasa Thakura advises everyone to stick to the principle of 
carrying out the orders of the spiritual master. One should not desire any- 
thing else. If the regulative principles ordered by the spiritual master are 
followed rigidly, the mind will gradually be trained to desire nothing but 
the service of Krsna. Such training is the perfection of life. 


TEXT 69 
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sattvaika-nisthe manasi 
bhagavat-parsva-vartini 

tamas candramasivedam 
uparajyavabhasate 


sattva-eka-nisthe—in full Krsna consciousness; manasi—in a mind; 
bhagavat—with the Supreme Personality of Godhead; parsva-vartini— being 
constantly associated; tamah—the dark planet; candramasi—in the moon; 
iva—like; idam—this cosmic manifestation; uparajya—being connected; 
avabhasate—becomes manifest. 


TRANSLATION 


Krsna consciousness means constantly associating with the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead in such a mental state that the devotee can observe 
the cosmic manifestation exactly as the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
does. Such observation is not always possible, but it becomes manifest 
exactly like the dark planet known as Rahu, which is observed in the 
presence of the full moon, 


PURPORT 


It has been explained in the previous verse that all desires on the mental 
platform become visible one after another. Sometimes, however, by the 
supreme will of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the whole stockpile 
can be visible all at one time. In Brahma-samhita it is said, karmani 
nirdahati kintu ca bhakti-bhajdm (5.54). When a person is fully absorbed 
in Krsna consciousness, his stockpile of material desires is minimized. 
Indeed, the desires no longer fructify in the form of gross bodies. Instead, 
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the stockpile of desires becomes visible on the mental platform by the 
grace of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

In this connection, the darkness occurring before the full moon, the 
lunar eclipse, can be explained as being another planet, known as Rahu. 
According to Vedic astronomy, the Rahu planet, which is not visible, is 
accepted. Sometimes the Rahu planet is visible in the presence of full 
moonlight. It then appears that this Rahu planet exists somewhere near the 
orbit of the moon. The failure of modern moon excursionists may be due 
to the Rahu planet. In other words, those who are supposed to be going 
to the moon may actually be going to this invisible planet Rahu. Actually 
they are not going to the moon but to the planet Rahu, and after reaching 
this planet, they come back. Apart from this discussion, the point is that 
a living entity has immense and unlimited desires for material enjoyment, 
and he has to transmigrate from one gross body to another until these 
desires are exhausted. 

No living entity is free from the cycle of birth and death unless he takes 
to Krsna consciousness; therefore in this verse it is clearly stated (sattvaika- 
nisthe) that when one is fully absorbed in Krsna consciousness, in one 
stroke he is freed of past and future mental desires. Then, by the grace of 
the Supreme Lord, everything becomes simultaneously manifest within the 
mind. In this regard, Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura cites the example of 
mother Yasoda’s seeing the whole cosmic manifestation within the mouth 
of Lord Krsna. By the grace of Lord Krsna, mother Yasoda saw all the 
universes and planets within the mouth of Krsna. Similarly, by the grace 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, a Krsna conscious person 
can see all his dormant desires at one time and finish all his future trans- 
migrations. This facility is especially given to the devotee to make his path 
clear for returning home, back to Godhead. 

Why we see things not experienced in this life is explained herein. That 
which we see is the future expression of a gross body or is already stocked 
in our mental stockpile. Because a Krsna conscious person does not have 
to accept a future gross body, his recorded desires are fulfilled in a dream. 
We therefore sometimes find things in a dream never experienced in our 
present life. 
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naham mameti bhavo ’yam 
puruse vyavadhiyate 

yavad buddhi-mano- ’ksartha- 
guna-vyttho hy anddiman 


na—not; aham—1; mama—mine; iti— thus; bhavah—consciousness; ayam— 
this; puruse—in the living entity ; vyavadhiyate—is separated; yavat—so long; 
buddhi— intelligence; manah— mind; aksa—senses; artha—sense objects; guna 
—of the material qualities; vyihah—a manifestation; hi— certainly ; anadiman 
—the subtle body (existing since time immemorial). 


TRANSLATION 


As long as there exists the subtle material body composed of intelligence, 
mind, senses, sense objects and the reactions of the material qualities, the 
consciousness of false identification and its relative objective, the gross 
body, exist as well. 


PURPORT 


The desires in the subtle body of mind, intelligence and ego cannot be 
fulfilled without a gross body composed of the material elements earth, 
water, air, fire and ether. When the gross material body is not manifest, the 
living entity cannot factually act in the modes of material nature. In this 
verse it is clearly explained that the subtle activities of the mind and 
intelligence continue due to the sufferings and enjoyments of the living 
entity’s subtle body. The consciousness of material identification (such as 
‘I and mine’’) still continues because such consciousness has been extant 
from time immemorial. However, when one transfers to the spiritual 
world by virtue of understanding Krsna consciousness, the actions and 
reactions of both gross and subtle bodies no longer bother the spirit soul. 


TEXT 71 
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supti-murcchopatdpesu 
pranayana-vighatatah 

nehate ‘ham iti jiidnam 
mrtyu-prajvarayor apt 
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supti—in deep sleep; mirccha—fainting; upata@pesu—or in great shock; 
pranayana—of the movement of the life air; vighatatah—from prevention; 
na—not; thate—thinks of; aham—I; iti—thus; jianam—knowledge; mrtyu— 
while dying; prajvadrayoh—or during high fever ; api—also. 


TRANSLATION 


When the living entity is in deep sleep, when he faints, when there is 
some great shock on account of severe loss, at the time of death, or when 
the body temperature is very high, the movement of the life air is arrested. 
At that time the living entity loses knowledge of identifying the body with 
the self. 

PURPORT 


Foolish people deny the existence of the soul, but it is a fact that when 
we sleep we forget the identity of the material body and when we awake, 
we forget the identity of the subtle body. In other words, while sleeping 
we forget the activities of the gross body, and when active in the gross 
body we forget the activities of sleeping. Actually both states—sleeping 
and waking—are creations of the illusory energy. The living entity actually 
has no connection with either the activities of sleep or the activities of the 
so-called wakened state. When a person is in deep sleep or when he has 
fainted, he forgets his gross body. Similarly, under chloroform or some 
other anesthetic, the living entity forgets his gross body and does not 
feel pain or pleasure during a surgical operation. Similarly, when a man is 
suddenly shocked by some great loss, he forgets his identification with the 
gross body. At the time of death, when the temperature of the body rises 
to 107 degrees, the living entity falls into a coma and is unable to identify 
his gross body. In such cases, the life air that moves within the body is 
choked up, and the living entity forgets his identification with the gross 
body. Because of our ignorance of the spiritual body, of which we have no 
experience, we do not know of the activities of the spiritual body, and, in 
ignorance, we jump from one false platform to another. We act sometimes 
in relation to the gross body and sometimes in relation to the subtle body. 
If, by Krgna’s grace, we act in our spiritual body, we can transcend both 
the gross and subtle bodies. In other words, we can gradually train our- 
selves to act in terms of the spiritual body. As stated in the Ndrada- 
pajicaratra, hrsikena hrsikesa-sevanam bhaktir ucyate: devotional service 
means engaging the spiritual body and spiritual senses in the service of the 
Lord. When we are engaged in such activities, the actions and reactions of 
the gross and subtle bodies cease. 
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garbhe balye ’py apauskalyad 
ekddasa-vidham tada 

lingam na dréyate yiinah 
kuhvam candramaso yatha 


garbhe—in the womb; balye—in boyhood; api—also; apauskalyat— because 
of immaturity; ekadasa—the ten senses and the mind; vidham—in the form 
of; tada—at that time;lingam—the subtle body or false ego; na—not; drsyate 
—is visible; yuénah—of a youth; kuhvam—during the dark-moon night; 
candramasah—the moon; yathd—as. 


TRANSLATION 


When one is a youth, all the ten senses and the mind are completely 
visible. However, in the mother’s womb or in the boyhood state, the sense 
organs and the mind remain covered, just as the full moon is covered by 
the darkness of the dark-moon night. 


PURPORT 


When a living entity is within the womb, his gross body, the ten sense 
organs and the mind are not fully developed. At such a time the objects of 
the senses do not disturb him. In a dream a young man may experience 
the presence of a young woman because at that time the senses are active. 
Because of undeveloped senses, a child or boy will not see a young woman 
in his dreams. The senses are active in youth even when one dreams, and 
although there may be no young woman present, the senses may act and 
there may be a seminal discharge (nocturnal emission). The activities of 
the subtle and gross bodies depend on how developed conditions are. The 
example of the moon is very appropriate. On a dark-moon night, the full shin- 
ing moonis still present, but it appears not to be present due to conditions. 
Similarly, the senses of the living entity are there, but they only become 
active when the gross body and the subtle body are developed. Unless the 
senses of the gross body are developed, they will not act on the subtle 
body. Similarly, because of the absence of desires in the subtle body, there 
may be no development in the gross body. 
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TEXT 73 
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arthe hy avidyamane ‘pi 
samsrtir na nivartate 

dhyayato visayan asya 
svapne ‘narthagamo yatha 


arthe—sense objects; hi— certainly ;avid yamane— not being present; api— 
although; sarmsrtih—material existence; ma—never; nivartate—ceases; 
dhyayatah— meditating; visayan—on sense objects; asya—of the living being; 
svapne—in dream; anartha—of unwanted things; agamah—appearance; 
yatha—as. 


TRANSLATION 


When the living entity dreams, the sense objects are not actually present. 
However, because one has associated with the sense objects, they become 
manifest. Similarly, the living entity with undeveloped senses does not 
cease to exist materially, even though he may not be exactly in contact 
with the sense objects. 


PURPORT 


It is sometimes said that because a child is innocent he is completely 
pure. Actually this is not the fact. The effects of fruitive activities reserved 
in the subtle body appear in three concurrent stages. One is called bija 
(the root), another is called kittastha (the desire), and another is called 
phalonmukha (about to fructify). The manifest stage is called prarabdha 
(already in action). In a conscious or unconscious state, the actions of 
the subtle or gross bodies may not be manifest, but such states cannot be 
called the liberated state. A child may be innocent, but this does not mean 
that he is a liberated soul. Everything is held in reservation, and everything 
will become manifest in due course of time. Even in the absence of certain 
manifestations in the subtle body, the objects of sense enjoyment may act. 
The example has been given of a nocturnal emission in which the physical 
senses act even when the physical objects are not manifest. The three 
modes of material nature may not be manifest in the subtle body, but the 
contamination of the three modes remains conserved, and, in due course 
of time, it becomes manifest. Even if the reactions of the subtle and gross 
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bodies are not manifest, one does not become free from the material con- 
ditions. Therefore it is wrong to say that a child is as good as a liberated soul. 


TEXT 74 
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evam pajica-vidham lingam 
tri-urt sodasa-vistrtam 
esa cetanayd yukto 
jiva ity abhidhiyate 


evam—thus; pajica-vidham—the five sense objects; liigam—the subtle 
body; tri-vrt—influenced by the three modes; sodasa—sixteen; vistrtam— 
expanded; esah—this; cetanaya—with the living entity; yuktah—combined; 
jivah—the conditioned soul; iti—thus; abhidhiyate—is understood. 


TRANSLATION 


The five sense objects, the five sense organs, the five knowledge-acquiring 
senses, and the mind are the sixteen material expansions. These combine 
with the living entity and are influenced by the three modes of material 
nature. Thus the existence of the conditioned soul is understood. 


PURPORT 
Lord Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita: 


mamatvam/so jiva-loke 
jiva-bhittah sandtanah 

manah sasthanindriyani 
prakrti-sthant karsati 


“The living entities in this conditioned world are My eternal, fragmental 
parts. Due to conditioned life, they are struggling very hard with the six 
senses, which include the mind.” (Bg. 15.7) 

Here it is also explained that the living entity comes in contact with the 
sixteen material elements and is influenced by the three modes of material 
nature. The living entity and this combination of elements combine to form 
what is called jiva-bhita, the conditioned soul that struggles hard within 
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material nature. The total material existence is first agitated by the three 
modes of material nature, and these become the living conditions of the 
living entity. Thus the subtle and gross bodies develop, and the ingredients 
are earth, water, fire, air, sky, and so on. According to Sri Madhvacarya, 
when consciousness, the living force in the heart, is agitated by the three 
modes of material nature, then the subtle body of the living entity, con- 
sisting of the mind, the sense objects, the five senses that acquire knowledge, 
and the five senses for acting in the material condition, becomes possible. 


TEXT 75 
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anena puruso dehan 
upadatte vimuiicati 

harsam Sokam bhayam duhkham 
sukham canena vindati 


anena—by this process; purusah—the living entity; dehan—gross bodies; 
updadatte—achieves; vimuficati—gives up; harsam—enjoyment; sokam— 
lamentation; bhayam—fear; duhkham—unhappiness; sukham—happiness; 
ca—also; anena—by the gross body; vindati—enjoys. 


TRANSLATION 


By virtue of the processes of the subtle body, the living entity develops 
and gives up gross bodies. This is known as the transmigration of the soul. 
Thus the soul becomes subjected to different types of so-called enjoyment, 
lamentation, fear, happiness and unhappiness. 


PURPORT 


According to this explanation, one can clearly understand that originally 
the living entity was as good as the Supreme Personality of Godhead in 
his pure spiritual existence. However, when the mind becomes polluted 
by desires for sense gratification in the material world, the living entity 
drops into the material conditions, as explained in this verse. Thus he 
begins his material existence, which means that he transmigrates from one 
body to another and becomes more and more entangled in material exist- 
ence. The process of Krsna consciousness, by which one always thinks of 
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Krsna, is the transcendental process by which one can revert to his original 
spiritual existence. Devotional service means always thinking of Krsna. 


man-manda bhava mad-bhakto 
mad-yaji mam namaskuru 

mam evaisyasi satyam te 
pratijane priyo ‘si me 


‘“Always think of Me and become My devotee. Worship Me and offer your 
homage unto Me. Thus you will come to Me without fail. I promise you 
this because you are My very dear friend.” (Bg. 18.65) 

One should always engage in the Lord’s devotional service. As recom- 
mended in the arcana-marga, one should worship the Deity in the temple 
and constantly offer obeisances to the spiritual master and the Deity. 
These processes are recommended to one who actually wants to become 
free from material entanglement. Modern psychologists can study the 
actions of the mind—thinking, feeling and willing—but they are unable to 
go deep into the matter. This is due to their lack of knowledge and to 
their not being associated with a liberated dcarya. 

As stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


evam parampara-praptam 
imam rajarsayo viduh 
sa kaleneha mahata 
yogo nastah parantapa 


‘This supreme science was thus received through the chain of disciplic 
succession, and the saintly kings understood it in that way. But in course 
of time the succession was broken, and therefore the science as it is appears 
to be lost.” (Bg. 4.2) 

Guided by so-called psychologists and philosophers, people in the modern 
age do not know of the activities of the subtle body and thus cannot 
understand what is meant by the transmigration of the soul. In these 
matters we have to take the authorized statements of Bhagavad-gita: 


dehino ‘smin yatha dehe 
kaumaram yauvanam jara 

tatha dehantara-praptir 
dhiras tatra na muhyati 
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‘As the embodied soul continually passes, in this body, from boyhood to 
youth to old age, the soul similarly passes into another body at death. 
The self-realized soul is not bewildered by such a change.” (Bg. 2.13) 

Unless all human society understands this important verse in Bhagavad- 
gitd, civilization will advance in ignorance, not in knowledge. 


TEXTS 76-77 
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yatha trna-jaliikeyam 
napayaty apayati ca 

na tyajen mriyamano ‘pi 
prag-dehabhimatim janah 


yavad anyam na vindeta 
vyavadhanena karmanam 

mana eva manusyendra 
bhutanam bhava-bhavanam 


yatha—as; trna-jaliika—caterpillar; tyam—this; na apaydti—does not go; 
apayati— goes; ca—also;na—not; tyajet—gives up; mriyamdnah—at the point 
of death; api—even; prak—former; deha—with the body; abhimatim— 
identification ; janah—a person; yavat—so long as; anyam—another; na—not; 
vindeta— obtains; vyavadhanena— by the termination ;karmanam-— of fruitive 
activities; manah— the mind; eva—certainly ; manusya-indra—O ruler of men; 
bhiutanam—of all living entities; bhava—of material existence; bhavanam— 
the cause. 


TRANSLATION 


The caterpillar transports itself from one leaf to another by capturing 
one leaf before giving up the other. Similarly, according to his previous 
work, the living entity must capture another body before giving up the 
one he has. This is because the mind is the reservoir of all kinds of desires. 
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PURPORT 


A living entity too much absorbed in material activity becomes very 
much attracted to the material body. Even at the point of death, he thinks 
of his present body and the relatives connected to it. Thus he remains 
fully absorbed in the bodily conception of life, so much so that even at 
the point of death he abhors leaving his present body. Sometimes it is 
found that a person on the verge of death remains in a coma for many 
days before giving up the body. This is common among so-called leaders 
and politicians who think that without their presence the entire country 
and all society will be in chaos. This is called maya. Political leaders do 
not like to leave their political posts, and they either have to be shot by an 
enemy or obliged to leave by the arrival of death. By superior arrange- 
ment a living entity is offered another body, but because of his attraction 
to the present body, he does not like to transfer himself to another body. 
Thus he is forced to accept another body by the laws of nature. 


prakrteh kriyamanani 
gunaih karmani sarvasah 

ahankara-vimidhatma 
kartaham iti manyate 


“The bewildered spirit soul, under the influence of the three modes of 
material nature, thinks himself the doer of activities that are in actuality 
carried out by nature.” (Bg. 3.27) 

Material nature is very strong, and the material modes force one to 
accept another body. This force is visible when the living entity trans- 
migrates from a superior body to an inferior one. One who acts like a dog 
or hog in the present body will certainly be forced to accept the body ofa 
dog or hog in the next life. A person may be enjoying the body of a prime 
minister or a president, but when he understands that he will be forced to 
accept the body of a dog or hog, he chooses not to leave the present 
body. Therefore he lies in a coma many days before death. This has been 
experienced by many politicians at the time of death. The conclusion is 
that the next body is already determined by superior control. The living 
entity immediately gives up the present body and enters another. Some- 
times in the present body the living entity feels that many of his desires 
and imaginations are not fulfilled. Those who are overly attracted to their 
life situation are forced to remain in a ghostly body and are not allowed to 
accept another gross body. Even in the body of a ghost, they create 
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disturbances for neighbors and relatives. The mind is the prime cause of 
such a situation. According to one’s mind, different types of bodies are 
generated, and one is forced to accept them. As confirmed in Bhagavad- 
gita: 
yam yam vapi smaran bhavam 
tyajaty ante kalevaram 
tam tam evaiti kaunteya 
sada tad-bhava-bhavitah 


‘Whatever state of being one remembers when he quits his body, that 
state he will attain without fail.” (Bg. 8.6) 

Within one’s body and mind, one can think as either a dog or a god, and 
the next life is offered to him accordingly. This is explained in Bhagavad- 
gita: 

purusah prakrti-stho hi 
bhunkte prakrti-jan gunan 

kdranam guna-satigo ‘sya 
sad-asad-yoni-janmasu 


“The living entity in material nature thus follows the ways of life, enjoying 
the three modes of nature. This is due to his association with that material 
nature. Thus he meets with good and evil amongst various species.” 
(Bg. 13.22) 

The living entity may transmigrate to either a superior or inferior body 
according to his association with the modes of material nature. If he 
associates with the mode of ignorance, he gets the body of an animal or an 
inferior man, but if he associates with the mode of goodness or passion, he 
gets a body accordingly. This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gita: 


urdhvam gacchanti sattva-stha 
madhye tisthanti rajasah 
jaghanya-guna-vrtti-stha 
adho gacchanti tamasah 


“Those situated in the mode of goodness gradually go upward to the 
higher planets; those in the mode of passion live on the earthly planets; 
and those in the mode of ignorance go down to the hellish worlds.” 
(Bg. 14.18) 

The root cause of one’s association is the mind. This great Krsna con- 
sciousness movement is the greatest boon to human society because it is 
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teaching everyone to think always of Krsna by executing devotional service. 
In this way, at the end of life, one may be transferred to the association of 
Krsna. This is technically called nitya-lila-pravista, entering into the planet 
Goloka Vrndavana. Bhagavad-gita explains: 


bhaktya mam abhijanati 
yavan yas casmi tattvatah 

tato mam tattvato jriatva 
visate tad-anantaram 


“One can understand the Supreme Personality as He is only by devotional 
service. And when one is in full consciousness of the Supreme Lord by 
such devotion, he can enter into the kingdom of God.” (Bg. 18.55) 

After the mind is completely absorbed in Krsna consciousness, one can 
enter the planet known as Goloka Vrndavana. To enter the association of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one has to understand Krsna. The 
process of understanding Krsna is devotional service. 

After understanding Krsna as He is, one can become eligible to enter 
Krsnaloka and associate with Him. The mind is the cause of such an 
exalted position. The mind can also get one a body like dogs and hogs. To 
absorb the mind always in Krsna consciousness is therefore the greatest 
perfection of human life. 


TEXT 78 
ACSA ATT FAA ASAST TT | 
ata SOI TR: AVIA Ici 


yadaksais caritan dhydyan 
karmany acinute ‘sakrt 

satt karmany avidyayam 
bandhah karmany anatmanah 


yada—when; aksath—by the senses; caritan—pleasures enjoyed; dhyayan— 
thinking of; karmani—activities; acinute—performs; asakrt—always; sati 
karmani—when material affairs continue; avidyayam—under illusion; 
bandhah— bondage; karmani—in activity ; anatmanah—of the material body. 


TRANSLATION 


As long as we desire to enjoy sense gratification, we create material 
activities. When the living entity acts in the material field, he enjoys the 
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senses, and while enjoying the senses, he creates another series of material 
activities. In this way the living entity becomes entrapped as a conditioned 
soul. 


PURPORT 


While in the subtle body we create many plans to enjoy sense gratifica- 
tion. These plans are recorded in the spool of one’s mind as bija, the root 
of fruitive activities. In conditional life the living entity creates a series of 
bodies one after another, and this is called karma-bandhana. As explained 
in Bhagavad-gita: 

yajiiarthat karmano ’nyatra 
loko ’yarn karma-bandhanah 

tad-artham karma kaunteya 
mukta-sangah samacara 


“Work done as a sacrifice for Visnu has to be performed, otherwise work 
binds one to this material world. Therefore, O son of Kunti, perform your 
prescribed duties for His satisfaction, and in that way you will always 
remain unattached and free from bondage.” (Bg. 3.9) 

If we act only for the satisfaction of Visnu, there is no bondage due to 
material activity. If we act otherwise, we become entrapped by one ma- 
terial activity after another. Under these circumstances, it is to be supposed 
that by thinking, feeling and willing, we are creating a series of future 
material bodies. In the words of Bhaktivinoda Thakura, anadi karama- 
phale, padi’ bhavarnava-jale. The living entity falls into the ocean of karma- 
bandhana as a result of past material activities. Instead of plunging one- 
self into the ocean of material activity, one should accept material activity 
only to maintain body and soul together. The rest of one’s time should be 
devoted to engaging in the transcendental loving service of the Lord. In 
this way one can attain relief from the reactions of material activity. 


TEXT 79 


TARR AT ale aq | 
TARR feed IAT SEN TI 119811 


atas tad apavadartham 
bhaja sarvadtmand harim 
paSyams tad-atmakam visvam 


sthity-utpatty-apyaya yatah 
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atah—therefore; tat—that; apavada-artham—to counteract; bhaja— engage 
in devotional service; sarva-dtmana—with all your senses; harim—unto the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; pasyan—seeing; tat—of the Lord; 
atmakam—under the control; vigvam—the cosmic manifestation; sthiti— 
maintenance; utpatti—creation; apyayah—and annihilation; yatah—from 
whom. 


TRANSLATION 


You should always know that this cosmic manifestation is created, main- 
tained and annihilated by the will of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
Consequently everything within this cosmic manifestation is under the 
control of the Lord. To be enlightened by this perfect knowledge, one 
should always engage himself in the devotional service of the Lord. 


PURPORT 


Self-realization, understanding oneself as Brahman or spirit soul, is 
very difficult in the material condition. However, if we accept the devotion- 
al service of the Lord, the Lord will gradually reveal Himself. In this way 
the progressive devotee will gradually realize his spiritual position. We can- 
not see anything in the darkness of night, not even our own selves, but 
when there is sunshine we can see not only the sun but everything within 
the world as well. Lord Krsna explains in the Seventh Chapter of the 
Bhagavad-gita: 

mayy dsakta-manah partha 
yogam yuiijan mad-dsrayah 
asamsayam samagram mam 


= * {> = 


yatha jitdsyasi tac chrnu 


“Now hear, O son of Prtha [Arjuna], how by practicing yoga in full 
consciousness of Me, with mind attached to Me, you can know Me in full, 
free from doubt.” (Bg. 7.1) 

When we engage ourselves in the devotional service of the Lord to 
become Krsna conscious, we understand not only Krsna but everything 
related to Krsna. In other words, through Krsna consciousness we can 
understand not only Krsna and the cosmic manifestation but also our 
constitutional position. In Krsna consciousness we can understand that 
the entire material creation is created by the Supreme Personality of God- 
head, maintained by Him, annihilated by Him, and absorbed in Him. We are 
also part and parcel of the Lord. Everything is under the control of the 
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Lord, and therefore our only duty is to surrender unto the Supreme and 
engage in His transcendental loving service. 


TEXT 80 

#39 Jay 
AATAFEN AAATAAL aT ey 
Tet MMT faa TASTAA UIColl 


maitreya uvaca 
bhagavata-mukhyo bhagavan 
ndrado hamsayor gatim 
pradarsya hy amum amantrya 
siddha-lokam tato ‘gamat 


maitreyah uvdca— Maitreya said; bhagavata—of the devotees; mukhyah— 
the chief; bhagavan-the most powerful; ndradah—Narada Muni; hamsayoh— 
of the living entity and the Lord;gattm—constitutional position; pradarsya— 
having shown; hi—certainly; amum—him (the King); amantrya—after in- 
viting; siddha-lokam—to Siddhaloka; tatah—thereafter; agamat—departed. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Maitreya continued: The supreme devotee, the great 
saint Narada, thus explained to King Pracinabarhi the constitutional posi- 
tion of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and the living entity. After 
giving an invitation to the King, Narada Muni left to return to Siddhaloka. 


PURPORT 


Siddhaloka and Brahmaloka are both within the same planetary system. 
Brahmaloka is understood to be the highest planet within this universe. 
Siddhaloka is considered to be one of the satellites of Brahmaloka. The 
inhabitants of Siddhaloka have all the powers of yogic mysticism. From 
this verse it appears that the great sage Narada is an inhabitant of Siddha- 
loka, although he travels to all the planetary systems. All the residents of 
Siddhaloka are spacemen, and they can travel in space without mechanical 
help. The residents of Siddhaloka can go from one planet to another 
individually by virtue of their yogic perfection. After giving instructions 
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to the great King Pracinabarhi, Narada Muni departed and also invited him 
to Siddhaloka. 


TEXT 81 
arftavét asi: carafe | 
MN TATA srerrry llc8ll 


pracinabarhi rajarsih 
praja-sargabhiraksane 

adigya putran agamat 
tapase kapulasramam 


pracinabarhih— King Pracinabarhi;raja-rsih —the saintly king ; praja-sarga— 
the mass of citizens; abhiraksane—to protect; ddisya—after ordering; 
putran—his sons; agamat—departed; tapase—for undergoing austerities; 
kapila-dsramam-—to the holy place known as Kapilasrama. 


TRANSLATION 


In the presence of his ministers, the saintly King Pracinabarhi left orders 
for his sons to protect the citizens. He then left home and went off to 
undergo austerities in a holy place known as Kapilasrama. 


PURPORT 


The word prajd-sarga is very important in this verse. When the saintly 
King Pracinabarhi was induced by the great sage Narada to leave home and 
take to the devotional service of the Lord, his sons had not yet returned 
from their austerities in the water. However, he did not wait for their 
return but simply left messages to the effect that his sons were to protect 
the mass of citizens. According to Viraraghava Acarya, such protection 
means organizing the citizens into the specific divisions of the four varnas 
and four asramas. It was the responsibility of the royal order to see that the 
citizens were following the regulative principles of the four varnas (namely 
the brahmanas, ksatriyas, vaigyas and Séidras) and the adsramas (brahmacarya, 
grhastha, vanaprastha and sannyasa). It is very difficult to rule citizens in 
a kingdom without organizing this varndsrama-dharma. To rule the mass 
of citizens in a state and keep them in a complete progressive order is not 
possible simply by passing laws every year in a legislative assembly. The 
varnasrama-dharma is essential in a good government. One class of men 
(the brahmanas) must be intelligent and brahminically qualified, another 
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class must be trained in administrative work (ksatriya), another in mercan- 
tile business (vaiSya) and another simply in labor (Sidra). These four classes 
of men are already there according to nature, but it is the government’s 
duty to see that all four of these classes follow the principles of their 
varnas methodically. This is called abhiraksana, or protection. 

It is significant that when Maharaja Pracinabarhi was convinced of the 
goal of life through the instructions of Narada, he did not wait even a 
moment to see his sons return, but left immediately. There were many 
things to be done upon the return of his sons, but he simply left them a 
message. He knew what his prime duty was. He simply left instructions for 
his sons and went off for the purpose of spiritual advancement. This is the 
system of Vedic civilization. 

Sridhara Svami informs us that Kapilagrama is located at the confluence 
of the Ganges and the Bay of Bengal, a place known now as Ganga-sagara. 
This place is still famous as a place of pilgrimage, and many millions of 
people gather there every year on the day of Makara-sankranti and take 
bath. It is called Kapilasrama because of Lord Kapila’s living there to per- 
form His austerities and penances. Lord Kapila propounded the Sankhya 
system of philosophy. 


TEXT 82 
wen Hh Wea | 
TDAH STIHY ATT TATA TAC? 


tatraikagra-mana dhiro 
govinda-caranambujam 

vimukta-sango “nubhajan 
bhaktyd tat-samyatam agat 


tatra— there; eka-agra-manah—with full attention; dhirah—sober ; govinda 
—of Krsna; carana-ambujam—unto the lotus feet; vimukta—freed from; 
sangah—material association; anubhajan—continuously engaging in devo- 
tional service; bhaktya—by pure devotion; tat—with the Lord; samyatam— 
qualitative equality; agat— achieved. 


TRANSLATION 


Having undergone austerities and penances at Kapilasrama, King 
Pracinabarhi attained full liberation from all material designations. He con- 
stantly engaged in the transcendental loving service of the Lord and 
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attained a spiritual position qualitatively equal to that of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. 


PURPORT 


There is special significance in the words tat-samyatam agat. The King 
attained the position of possessing the same status or the same form as 
that of the Lord. This definitely proves that the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead is always a person. In His impersonal feature, He is the rays of 
His transcendental body. When a living entity attains spiritual perfection, 
he also attains the same type of body, known as sac-cid-dnanda-vigraha. 
This spiritual body never mixes with the material elements. Although in 
conditional life the living entity is surrounded by material elements (earth, 
water, fire, air, sky, mind, intelligence and ego), he remains always aloof 
from them. In other words, the living entity can be liberated from the 
material condition at any moment, provided that he wishes to do so. The 
material environment is called maya. According to Krsna: 


daivi hy esa gunamayi 
mama maya duratyaya 

mam eva ye prapadyante 
mayam etam taranti te 


“This divine energy of Mine, consisting of the three modes of material 
nature, is difficult to overcome. But those who have surrendered unto Me 
can easily cross beyond it.”’ (Bg. 7.14) 

As soon as the living entity engages in the transcendental loving service 
of the Lord, he immediately attains freedom from all material conditions. 


mam ca yo ‘vyabhicarena 
bhakti-yogena sevate 

sa gundn samatityaitan 
brahma-bhiyaya kalpate 


“One who engages in full devotional service, who does not fall down in 
any circumstance, at once transcends the modes of material nature and 
thus comes to the level of Brahman.” (Bg. 14.26) 

In the material state the living entity is on the jiva-bhiita platform, but 
when he renders devotional service to the Lord, he is elevated to the 
brahma-bhita platform. On the brahma-bhita platform the living entity 
is liberated from material bondage, and he engages in the service of the 
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Lord. In this verse the word dhira is sometimes read as vira. Actually there 
is not very much difference. The word dhira means “sober,” and vira means 
“hero.”” One who is struggling against mdyd is a hero, and one who is 
sober enough to understand his position is a dhira. Without becoming 
sober or heroic, one cannot attain spiritual salvation. 


TEXT 83 
THT Tit sates | 
a: MAT: TIA foes AEs 11¢3 1 


etad adhyatma-paroksyam 
gitam devarsinanagha 

yah sravayed yah srnuyat 
sa lingena vimucyate 


etat—this; adhydtma—spiritual; pdadroksyam—authorized description; 
gitam—narrated; deva-rsind—by the great sage Narada; anagha—O spotless 
Vidura; yah—anyone who; srdvayet—may describe; yah—anyone who; 
Srnuyat—may hear; sah—he; lingena—from the bodily concept of life; 
vimucyate—becomes delivered. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear Vidura, one who hears this narration concerning the under- 
standing of the living entity’s spiritual existence, as described by the great 
sage Narada, or who relates it to others, will be liberated from the bodily 
conception of life. 


PURPORT 


This material creation is the spirit soul’s dream. Actually all existence 
in the material world is a dream of Maha-Visnu, as the Brahma-samhita 
describes: yah kdranarnava-jale bhajati sma yoga-nidram ananta-jagadanda- 
saroma-kipah. This material world is created by the dreaming of Maha- 
Visnu. The real factual platform is the spiritual world, but when the spirit 
soul wants to imitate the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he is put into this 
dreamland of material creation. After being in contact with the material 
modes of nature, the living entity develops the subtle and gross bodies. 
When the living entity is fortunate enough to associate with Sri Narada 
Mahamuni or his servants, he is liberated from this dreamland of material 
creation and the bodily conception of life. 
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TEXT 84 
CINERTIN YA FA 
aaftatgetaaaeraray | 
a: PeMaatersta way 
afar Ha Ala FHAARTHT! CBI 


etan mukunda-yasasd bhuvanam pundnam 
devarsi-varya-mukha-nihsrtam aGtma-saucam 

yah kirtyamanam adhigacchati paramesthyam 
nasmin bhave bhramati mukta-samasta-bandhah 


etat—this narration; mukunda-yasasa—with the fame of Lord Krsna; 
bhuvanam—this material world; pundnam—sanctifying; deva-rsi—of the 
great sages; varya—of the chief; mukha—from the mouth; nihsrtam—uttered; 
atma-Saucam—purifying the heart; yah—anyone who; kirtyamanam— being 
chanted; adhigacchati—goes back; paramesthyam—to the spiritual world; 
na—never; asmin—in this; bhave—material world; bhramati— wanders; 
mukta—being liberated; samasta—from all; bandhah—bondage. 


TRANSLATION 


This narration spoken by the great sage Narada is full of the transcenden- 
tal fame of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Consequently this 
narration, when described, certainly sanctifies this material world. It 
purifies the heart of the living entity and helps him attain his spiritual 
identity. One who relates this transcendental narration will be liberated 
from all material bondage and will no longer have to wander within this 
material world. 


PURPORT 


As indicated in verse 79, Narada Muni advised King Pracinabarhi to take 
to devotional service rather than waste time performing ritualistic cere- 
monies and fruitive activities. The vivid descriptions of the subtle and 
sross bodies in this chapter are most scientific, and because they are given 
by the great sage Narada, they are authoritative. Because these narrations 
are full of the glory of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, they con- 
stitute the most effective process for the purification of the mind. As Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu confirmed: ceto-darpana-marjanam. The more we 
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talk of Krsna, think of Krsna, and preach for Krsna, the more we become 
purified. This means we no longer have to accept a hallucinatory gross and 
subtle body but instead attain our spiritual identity. One who tries to 
understand this instructive spiritual knowledge is delivered from this 
ocean of nescience. The word pdramesthyam is very significant in this 
connection. Paramesthyam is also called Brahmaloka; it is the planet on 
which Lord Brahma lives. The inhabitants of Brahmaloka always discuss 
such narrations so that after the annihilation of the material world, they 
can be directly transferred to the spiritual world. One who is transferred to 
the spiritual world does not have to go up and down within this material 
world. Sometimes spiritual activities are also called paramesth yam. 


TEXT 85 


SS ME UCL GE 
ad faassan: Jatonsay a twalict || 


adh ydtma-paroksyam idam 
mayadhigatam adbhutam 

evam striya *sramah pumsas 
chinno ‘mutra ca samsayah 


adh yatma-—spiritual; paroksyam—described by authority; idam—this; 
maya—by me; adhigatam—heard; adbhutam—wonderful; evam—thus; striya 
—with a wife; asramah—shelter; pumsah—of the living entity; chinnah— 
finished; amutra—about life after death; ca—also; samsayah— doubt. 


TRANSLATION 


The allegory of King Purarijana, described herein according to authority, 
was heard by me from my spiritual master, and it is full of spiritual knowl- 
edge. If one can understand the purport of this allegory, he will certainly 
be relieved from the bodily conception and will clearly understand life 
after death. Although one may not understand what transmigration of the 
soul actually is, one can fully understand it by studying this narration. 


PURPORT 


The word striya, meaning “‘along with the wife,” is significant. The male 
and female living together constitute the sum and substance of material 
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existence. The attraction between male and female in this material world 
is very strong. In all species of life the attraction between male and female 
is the basic principle of existence. The same principle of intermingling is 
also in human society but is in a regulative form. Material existence means 
living together as male and female and being attracted by one another. 
However, when one fully understands spiritual life, his attraction for the 
opposite sex is completely vanquished. By such attraction, one becomes 
overly attached to this material world. It is a hard knot within the heart. 


pumsah striya mithuni-bhavam etam 
tayor mitho hrdaya-granthim ahuh 
ato grha-ksetra-sutapta-vittair 
janasya moho *yam aham mameti (Bhag. 5.5.8) 


Everyone comes to this material world attracted to sense gratification, and 
the hard knot of sense gratification is the attraction between male and 
female. By this attraction, one becomes overly attached to the material 
world in terms of grha-ksetra-suta-apta-vitta—that is, home, land, children, 
friends, money, and so forth. Thus one becomes entangled in the bodily 
conception of “I and mine.” However, if one understands the story of 
King Puranjana and understands how, by sexual attraction, Purarfijana 
became a female in his next life, one will also understand the process of 
transmigration. 


SPECIAL NOTE: According to Vijayadhvaja Tirtha, who belongs to the 
Madhvacarya-sampradaya, the first two of the following verses appear after 
the forty-fifth verse of this chapter, and the remaining two verses appear 
after the seventy-ninth verse. 


TEXTS la — 2a 


sarvesam eva jantunam 
satatam deha-posane 
asti prajiid samayatta 
ko vigesas tada nrnam 


labdhvehante manusyatvam 
hitva dehady-asad-graham 

atma-srtya vihayedam 
jvatma sa visisyate 
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sarvesam—all; eva—certainly; jantinadm—of animals; satatam—always; 
deha-posane—to maintain the body; asti—there is; prajna—intelligence; 
samayatta—resting on; kah—what; vigesah— difference; tada—then; nrnam— 
of the human beings; labdhva—having attained; iha—here; ante—at the end 
of many births; manusyatvam—a human life; hitva—after giving up; deha- 
adi—in the gross and subtle body; asat-graham—an incorrect conception of 
life; atma—of spiritual knowledge; srtya—by the path; vihdya—having 
abandoned; idam— this body; jiva-atma—the individual spirit soul; sah—that; 
visisyate— becomes prominent. 


TRANSLATION 


A desire to maintain body, wife and children is also observed in animal 
society. The animals have full intelligence to manage such affairs. If a 
human being is simply advanced in this respect, what is the difference 
between him and an animal? One should be very careful to understand 
that this human life is attained after many, many births in the evolutionary 
process. A learned man who gives up the bodily conception of life, both 
sross and subtle, will, by the enlightenment of spiritual knowledge, be- 
come a prominent individual spirit soul, as the Supreme Lord is also. 


PURPORT 


It is said that man is a rational animal, but from this verse we can also 
understand that rationality exists even in animal life. Unless there is 
rationality, how can an animal maintain its body by working so hard? That 
the animals are not rational is untrue; their rationality, however, is not 
very advanced. In any case, we cannot deny them rationality. The point is 
that one should use one’s reason to understand the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, for that is the perfection of human life. 


TEXT 1b 


bhaktih krsne dayd jivesv 
akuntha-jrianam atmani 

yadi sydd atmano bhiyad 
apavargas tu samsrteh 


bhaktih—devotional service; krsne—unto Krsna; daya—mercy; jivesu— 
unto other living entities; akuntha-jrianam—perfect knowledge; atmani—of 
the self; yadi—if; syat—it becomes; atmanah—of one’s self; bhiiyat—there 
must be; apavargah—liberation; tu—then; samsrteh—from the bondage of 
material life. 
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TRANSLATION 


If a living entity is developed in Krsna consciousness and is merciful to 
others, and if his spiritual knowledge of self-realization is perfect, he will 
immediately attain liberation from the bondage of material existence. 


PURPORT 


In this verse the word daya jivesu, meaning mercy to other living entities, 
indicates that a living entity must be merciful to other living entities if he 
wishes to make progress in self-realization. This means he must preach 
this knowledge after perfecting himself and understanding his own posi- 
tion as an eternal servant of Krsna. Preaching this is showing real mercy 
to living entities. Other types of humanitarian work may be temporarily 
beneficial for the body, but because a living entity is spirit soul, ultimately 
one can show him real mercy only by revealing knowledge of his spiritual 
existence. As Caitanya Mahaprabhu says, jivera ‘svarupa’ haya—— 
krsnera ‘nitya-dasa’. “Every living entity is constitutionally a servant of 
Krsna.”” One should know this fact perfectly and should preach it to the 
mass of people. If one realizes that he is an eternal servant of Krsna but 
does not preach it, his realization is imperfect. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Sarasvati Thakura therefore sings, dusta mana, tumi kisera vaisnava? 
pratisthara tare, nirjanera ghare, tava hari-nama kevala kaitava. *“‘My dear 
mind, what kind of Vaisnava are you? Simply for false prestige and a material 
reputation you are chanting the Hare Krsna mantra in a solitary place.” 
In this way people who do not preach are criticized. There are many 
Vaisnavas in Vrndavana who do not like preaching; they chiefly try to 
imitate Haridasa Thakura. The actual result of their so-called chanting in 
a secluded place, however, is that they sleep and think of women and 
money. Similarly, one who simply engages in temple worship but does not 
see to the interests of the mass of people, or cannot recognize devotees, 
is called a kanistha-adhikari: 


arcayam eva haraye 
pujam yah sraddhayehate 
na tad-bhaktesu canyesu 
sa bhaktah prakrtah smrtah 
(Bhag. 11.2.47). 


TEXT 2b 


adrstam drstavan naiksed 
bhiitar svapnavad anyatha 
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bhittam bhavad bhavisyac ca 
suptam sarva-raho-rahah 


adrstam—future happiness; drsta-vat—like direct experience; nankset— 
becomes vanquished; bhitam—the material existence; svapna-vat—like a 
dream; anyatha—otherwise; bhittam—which happened in the past; bhavat— 
present; bhavisyat—future; ca—also; suptam—a dream; sarva—of all; rahah- 
rahah—the secret conclusion. 


TRANSLATION 


Everything happening within time, which consists of past, present and 
future, is merely a dream. That is the secret understanding in all Vedic 
literature. 


PURPORT 


Factually all of material existence is only a dream. Thus there is no 
question of past, present or future. Persons who are addicted to karma- 
kanda-vicara, which means “‘working for future happiness through fruitive 
activities,” are also dreaming. Similarly, past happiness and present happi- 
ness are merely dreams. The actual reality is Krsna and service to Krsna, 
which can save us from the clutches of maya, for the Lord says in 
Bhagavad-gita (7.14), mam eva ye prapadyante madyam etam taranti te: 
‘Those who surrender unto Me can easily cross beyond My illusory energy.” 


Thus end the Bhaktwedanta purports of the Fourth Canto, Twenty- 
ninth Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “Talks Between Narada 
and King Pracinabarhi”’ 


CHAPTER THIRTY 


The Activities of the Pracetas 


TEXT 1 
fagy TAI 
y aataten aay Aa: aera fea: | 
a Saxsitee aft farang: Tae BRT II 2 Il 


vidura uvdca 
ye tuayabhihita brahman 
sutah pracinabarhisah 
te rudra-gitena harim 
siddhim dpuh pratosya kam 


vidurah uvdca— Vidura said; ye—those who; tvaya—by you; abhihitah— 
were spoken about; brahman—O brahmana; sutah—sons; pracinabarhisah— 
of King Pracinabarhi; te—all of them; rudra-gitena—by the song composed 
by Lord Siva; harim—the Lord; siddhim—success; dpuh—achieved ; pratosya 
—having satisfied; kam—what. 


TRANSLATION 


Vidura inquired from Maitreya: O brahmana, you formerly spoke about 
the sons of Pracinabarhi and informed me that they satisfied the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead by chanting a song composed by Lord Siva. What 
did they achieve in this way? 


PURPORT 


In the beginning, Maitreya Rgi narrated the activities of the sons of 
Pracinabarhi. These sons went beside a great lake, which was like an ocean, 
and, fortunately finding Lord Siva, they learned how to satisfy the Su- 
preme Personality of Godhead by chanting the songs composed by Lord 
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Siva. Now their father’s attachment for fruitive activities was disapproved 
by Narada, who therefore kindly instructed Pracinabarhi by telling him 
the allegorical story of Puranjana. Now Vidura again wanted to hear about 
his sons, and he was especially inquisitive to know what they achieved by 
satisfying the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Here the words siddhim 
apuh, or “achieved perfection,” are very important. Lord Krsna says in 
Bhagavad-gita: 


manusyanarm sahasresu 
kaScid yatati siddhaye 

yatatam api siddhanarn 
kascin mam vetti tattvatah 


‘Out of many thousands among men, one may endeavor for perfection, 
and of those who have achieved perfection, hardly one knows Me in truth.” 
(Bg. 7.3) 

Out of many many millions of people, one may be interested in learning 
how to attain success in spiritual matters. The supreme success is mentioned 
also in Bhagavad-gita: 


mam upetya punar janma 
duhkhalayam asasvatam 

napnuvanti mahatmanah 
samsiddhim paramam gatah 


‘‘After attaining Me, the great souls, who are yogis in devotion, never return 
to this temporary world, which is full of miseries, because they have attained 
the highest perfection.” (Bg. 8.15) 

And what is that highest perfection? That is also explained in that 
verse. The highest perfection is to return home, back to Godhead, so that 
one will not have to return again to this material world and transmigrate 
from one body to another in the dream of material existence. By the grace 
of Lord Siva, the Pracetas actually attained perfection and returned home, 
back to Godhead, after enjoying material facilities to the highest extent. 
Maitreya will now narrate that to Vidura. 


TEXT 2 
fe mae TI aM 
Sreraraeraraaata: | 
ara 2% fifte aecom 
MY: NH AMAA WITT | 2M 


Text 2] The Activities of the Pracetas 1487 


kim barhaspatyeha paratra vatha 
kawalya-natha-priya-parsva-vartinah 

asadya devam girigam yadrcchaya 
prapuh param niinam atha pracetasah 


kim—what; barhaspatya—O disciple of Brhaspati; tha—here; paratra— 
in different planets; v@é—or; atha—as such; kaivalya-natha—to the bestower 
of liberation; priya—dear; parsva-vartinah—being associated with; asad ya— 
after meeting; devam—the great demigod; girisam—the lord of the Kailasa 
Hill; yadrcchaya—by providence; prapuh—achieved; param—the Supreme; 
niinam—certainly ; atha—therefore; pracetasah—the sons of Barhisat. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear Barhaspatya, what did the sons of King Barhisat, known as the 
Pracetas, obtain after meeting Lord Siva, who is very dear to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, the bestower of liberation? Certainly they were 
transferred to the spiritual world, but apart from that, what did they obtain 
within this material world, either in this life or in other lives? 


PURPORT 


All types of material happiness are obtained in this life or in the next 
life, on this planet or on another. The living entity wanders within this 
material universe in so many species of life and so many planetary systems. 
The distress and happiness obtained during the span of life are called tha, 
and the distress and happiness obtained in the next life are called paratra. 

Actually Lord Mahadeva (Siva) is one of the great demigods within this 
material world. Generally his blessings bestowed on ordinary people mean 
material happiness. The predominating deity of this material world, Durga, 
is under the control of Lord Mahadeva, Giriga. Thus Lord Mahadeva can 
offer anyone any kind of material happiness. Generally people prefer to 
become devotees of Lord Giriga to obtain material happiness, but the 
Pracetaés met Lord Mahadeva by providential arrangement. Lord Mahadeva 
instructed them to worship the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and he 
personally offered a prayer. As stated in the previous verse (rudra-gitena), 
simply by chanting the prayers offered by Lord Siva to Visnu, the Pracetas 
were transferred to the spiritual world. Sometimes devotees desire to enjoy 
material happiness also; therefore, by the arrangement of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, the devotee is given a chance to enjoy the material 
world before his final entrance into the spiritual world. Sometimes a devotee 
is transferred to a heavenly planet, to Janaloka, Maharloka, Tapoloka, 
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Siddhaloka, and so on. However, a pure devotee never aspires for any kind 
of material happiness. The pure devotee is consequently transferred 
directly to Vaikunthaloka, which is described here as param. In this verse 
Vidura asks Maitreya, the disciple of Brhaspati, about the different achieve- 
ments of the Pracetas. 


TEXT 3 

qa TAF 
maser = frauearatitor: | 
ST | ATAT FTAA II 3 II 


maitreya uvdca 
pracetaso ‘ntar udadhau 
pitur adesa-karinah 
Japa-yajiiena tapasa 
purafijanam atosayan 


maitreyah uvadca— Maitreya said; pracetasah—the Pracetas; antah—within; 
udadhau—the sea; pituh—of their father; ddesa-kdrinah—the order carriers; 
Japa-yajiiena—by chanting mantras; tapasa—under severe austerities; puram- 
Janam—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; atosayan—satisfied. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Maitreya said: The sons of King Pracinabarhi, known 
as the Pracetas, underwent severe austerities within the seawater to carry 
out the order of their father. By chanting and repeating the mantras given 
by Lord Siva, they were able to satisfy Lord Visnu, the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. 


PURPORT 


One can offer prayers to the Supreme Personality of Godhead directly, 
but if one repeats the prayers offered by great devotees like Lord Siva and 
Lord Brahma, or if one follows in the footsteps of great personalities, one 
can please the Supreme Personality of Godhead very easily. For instance, 
we sometimes chant this mantra of Brahma-samhita: 


cintamani-prakara-sadmasu kalpa-vrksa- 
laksdvurtesu surabhir abhipalayantam 

laksmi-sahasra-Sata-sambhrama-sevyamanam 
govindam ddi-purusam tam aham bhajami 
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“‘T worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, the first progenitor, who is tending 
the cows, yielding all desires, in abodes built with spiritual gems and sur- 
rounded by millions of purpose-trees. He is always served with great 
reverence and affection by hundreds of thousands of laksmis, or gopis.”’ 
(Bs. 5.29) Because this prayer was offered by Lord Brahma, we follow him 
by reciting this prayer. That is the easiest way to satisfy the Supreme Per- 
sonality of Godhead. The pure devotee never attempts to reach the Supreme 
Lord directly. The most important way to worship the Lord is to go through 
the disciplic succession of devotees. The prayers offered by Lord Siva to 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead were thus repeated by the Pracetis, 
who were thus very successful in pleasing the Supreme Lord. 

Here the Supreme Personality of Godhead is described as purafijana. 
According to Madhvacarya, the living entity is called purafijana because 
he has become an inhabitant of this material world, and, under the influence 
of the three modes of material nature, he is forced to live within it. The 
Supreme Personality of Godhead creates this material world (pura), and 
He also enters within it. Anddantara-stha-paramanu-cayantara-stham. The 
Lord enters within the heart of the living entity and within the atom; 
therefore both the living entity and the Lord are called purafijana. One 
puranjana, the living entity, is subordinate to the supreme purafijana; 
therefore the duty of the subordinate purafijana is to satisfy the supreme 
puranjana. That is devotional service. Lord Rudra, or Lord Siva, is the 
original dcarya of the Vaisnava sampradaya called the Rudra-sampradaya. 
Rudra-gitena indicates that under the disciplic succession of Lord Rudra, 
the Pracetas achieved spiritual success. 


TEXT 4 
CL CO ES 
CUMS Meda VAY FA I Il 


dasa-varsa-sahasrante 
purusas tu sanatanah 

tesam avirabhiut krcechram 
Santena samayan ruca 


daSa-varsa—ten years; sahasra-ante—at the end of a thousand; purusah— 
the Supreme Person; tu—then; sandtanah—eternal; tesam—of the Pracetas; 
avirabhit— appeared; krcchram—the severe austerity; sdntena—satisfying; 
Samayan— mitigating; ruca—by His beauty. 
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TRANSLATION 


At the end of ten thousand years of severe austerities performed by the 
Pracetas, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, to reward their austerities, 
appeared before them in His very pleasing form. This appealed to the 
Pracetas and satisfied the labor of their austerities. 


PURPORT 


Performing ten thousand years of severe austerities does not seem a 
happy endeavor. Yet the devotees, the serious students of spiritual life, 
undergo such austerities to attain the favor of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. At that time, when the duration of life was very long, people 
could undergo severe austerities for thousands of years. It is said that 
Valmiki, the author of Ramdyana, underwent meditational austerities for 
60,000 years. The Supreme Personality of Godhead appreciated the 
austerities undergone by the Pracetas, and He finally appeared before them 
in a pleasing form. Thus they all became satisfied and forgot the austerities 
they underwent. In the material world, if one is successful after hard labor, 
he is very pleased. Similarly, the devotee forgets all his labors and austeri- 
ties as soon as he contacts the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Although 
Dhruva Maharaja was only a five-year-old boy, he underwent severe 
austerities by eating simply dry foliage, drinking only water and taking 
no food. In this way, after six months, he was able to see the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead face to face. When he saw the Lord, he forgot all 
his austerities and said, svu€min krtartho ‘smi: ‘‘My dear Lord, I am very 
pleased.” 

Of course, these austerities were performed in the Satya-yuga, Dvapara- 
yuga and Treta-yuga, but not in this age of Kali. In this Kali-yuga, one can 
attain the same results simply by chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, 
Because the people of this age are fallen, the Lord is kind enough to give 
them the easiest method. Simply by chanting the Hare Krsna mantra, one 
can attain the same results. However, as Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu points 
out, we are so unfortunate that we are not even attracted to chanting the 
mahd-mantra— Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, 
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. 


TEXT 5 
GMa  Aerefiarac: | 
qraarar aturta: gq tata ea: WU 
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suparna-skandham arudho 
meru-srigam ivambudah 

pita-vasa mani-grivah 
kurvan vitimira disah 


suparna—of Garuda, the carrier of Lord Visnu; skandham—the shoulder; 
aridhah—sitting on; meru—of the mountain named Meru; srigam—on the 
summit; iva—like; ambudah—a cloud; pita-vasah—wearing yellow garments; 
mani-grivah— His neck decorated with the Kaustubha jewel; kurvan— 
making; vitimirah—free from darkness; digah—all directions. 


TRANSLATION 


The Personality of Godhead, appearing on the shoulder of Garuda, 
seemed like a cloud resting on the summit of the mountain known as 
Meru. The transcendental body of the Personality of Godhead was covered 
by attractive yellow garments, and His neck was decorated with the jewel 
known as Kaustubha-mani. The bodily effulgence of the Lord dissipated all 
the darkness of the universe. 


PURPORT 


As stated in Caitanya-caritamrta, krsna——sirya-sama; maya haya 
andhakara/ yahan krsna, tahan nahi mayara adhikara (Cc. Madhya 22.31). 
The Lord is just like the effulgent sun. Consequently whenever the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is present, there cannot be darkness or ignorance. 
Actually this dark universe is illuminated by the sun, but the sun and moon 
simply reflect the bodily effulgence of the Supreme Lord. In Bhagavad-gita 
the Lord says: 

yad dditya-gatam tejo 
jagad bhasayate *khilam 

yac candramasi yac cagnau 
tat tejo viddhi mamakam 


“The splendor of the sun, which dissipates the darkness of this whole 
world, comes from Me. And the splendor of the moon and the splendor 
of fire are also from Me.” (Bg. 15.12) 

The conclusion is that the origin of all life is the bodily effulgence of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is also confirmed in Brahma-samhita: 
yasya prabha prabhavato jagad-anda-koti. Being illuminated by the bodily 
effulgence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, everything is freed 
from all darkness. 
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TEXT 6 


TRU | SrRATTTTA 
WMacaeteagat frwateat2: | 

AMR: ate 
Tafa TeStaTTAH a: UN & I 


kasisnund kanaka-varna-vibhiisanena 
bhrajat-kapola-vadano vilasat-kiritah 

astayudhair anucarair munibhih surendrair 
asevito garuda-kinnara-gita-kirtih 


kasisnuna— shining; kanaka—gold; varna—colored; vibhiisanena—with 
ornaments; bhrajat—shining; kapola—forehead; vadanah— His face; vilasat— 
dazzling; kiritah—His helmet; asta—eight; dyudhath—with weapons; anu- 
caraih—by followers; munibhih—by great sages; surendraih—by demigods; 
asevitah—served; garuda—by Garuda; kinnara—inhabitant of the Kinnara 
planet; gita—sung; kirtih—His glories. 


TRANSLATION 


The Lord’s face was very beautiful, and His head was decorated with a 
shining helmet and golden ornaments. The helmet was dazzling and was 
very beautifully situated on His head. The Lord had eight arms, which each 
held a particular weapon. The Lord was surrounded by demigods, great 
sages and other associates. These were all engaged in His service. Garuda, 
the carrier of the Lord, glorified the Lord with Vedic hymns by flapping 
his wings. Garuda appeared to be an inhabitant of the planet known as 
Kinnaraloka. 


PURPORT 


Generally the Visnu form is manifested with four hands holding four 
objects (a conchshell, disc, club and lotus flower). However, here Lord 
Visnu is described as possessing eight arms with eight kinds of weapons. 
According to Viraraghava Acarya, the conchshell and lotus flower are also 
accepted as weapons. Since the Lord is the supreme controller, whatever 
is in His hand can be considered a weapon. Four hands hold four kinds of 
weapons, and the extra four hands hold an arrow, bow, trident and snake. 
Sri Viraraghava Acarya describes the eight weapons as Sarikha, cakra, gada, 
padma, Ssarriga, Sara, etc. | 
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A king is always accompanied by his ministers, secretaries and command- 
ers, and Lord Visnu is also accompanied by His followers, the demigods, 
great sages, saintly persons, and so on. He is never alone. Consequently 
there is no question of the Lord’s being impersonal. He is always Himself, 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and His associates are also persons. 
From the description given in this verse, Garuda appears to have belonged 
to the Kinnara planet. The inhabitants of the Kinnara planet have the same 
features as Garuda. Their bodily features are like those of a human being, 
but they have wings. The word gita-kirtih indicates that the inhabitants of 
Kinnaraloka are very expert in singing the glories of the Lord. In Brahma- 
sarthita it is said: jagad-anda-koti-kotisv asesa-vasudhadi-vibhiti-bhinnam. 
In each and every universe there are different types of planets, and each 
planet has distinctive features. On the strength of this verse, we can under- 
stand that in Kinnaraloka the inhabitants can fly with their wings. There 1s 
also a planet, known as Siddhaloka, where the inhabitants can fly even 
without wings. Thus each and every planet has some distinctive facility. 
That is the beauty of the varied creation of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. 

TEXT 7 


TATA VAA SSA TOeeAl 
STAM IA TARTSATSSE: | 


TAA: TOI ME Fal TTA 
THTAUSAAT ATMASH U0 I 


pindyatdsta-bhuja-mandala-madh ya-laksmya 
spardhac-chrtya parivrto vana-malayad yah 

barhismatah purusa aha sutan prapannan 
parjanya-nada-rutaya saghrnavalokah 


pina—stout; dyata—long; asta—eight; bhuja—arms; mandala—encircle- 
ment; madhya~—in the midst of; laksmya—with the goddess of fortune; 
spardhat—contending; §sriya—whose beauty; parivrtah—encircled; vana- 
madlaya—by a flower garland; ddyah—the original Personality of Godhead; 
barhismatah—of King Pracinabarhi; purusah—the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; aha—addressed; sutan—the sons; prapannan—surrendered; par- 
janya—like a cloud; ndda—whose sound; rutaya—by a voice; sa-ghrna— 
with mercy; avalokah— His glancing. 
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TRANSLATION 


Around the neck of the Personality of Godhead hung a flower garland 
that reached to His knees. His eight stout and elongated arms were decorated 
with that garland, which challenged the beauty of the goddess of fortune. 
With a merciful glance and a voice like thunder, the Lord addressed the 
sons of King Pracinabarhisat, who were very much surrendered unto Him. 


PURPORT 


The word adyah in this verse is very significant. The Supreme Personality 
of Godhead is the origin even of Paramatma and Brahman. As confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gita: 

brahmano hi pratisthaham 
amrtasyavyayasya ca 

Sasvatasya ca dharmasya 
sukhasyaikantikasya ca 


‘And I am the basis of the impersonal Brahman, which is the constitutional 
position of ultimate happiness, and which is immortal, imperishable and 
eternal.” (Bg. 14.27) 

The Absolute Truth thus begins not with the impersonal Brahman but 
with the original Personality of Godhead, Krsna. When Arjuna realized 
Krsna’s greatness, he addressed Him in this way: 


arjuna uvaca 
param brahma param dhadma 
pavitram paramam bhavan 
purusam sasvatam divyam 
adi-devam ajam vibhum 


dhus tvam rsayah sarve 
devarsir ndaradas tatha 

asito devalo vydsah 
svayam caiva bravisi me 


“Arjuna said: You are the Supreme Brahman, the ultimate, the supreme 
abode and purifier, the Absolute Truth and the eternal divine person. You 
are the primal God, transcendental and original, and You are the unborn 
and all-pervading beauty. All the great sages such as Narada, Asita, Devala, 
and Vyasa proclaim this of You, and now You Yourself are declaring it to 


me.” (Bg. 10.12-13) 
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The Brahma-samhita also says, anadir adir govindah sarva-karana- 
kadranam: “The Supreme Lord is not caused by anything [anddi], but He 
is the cause of all causes.” The Veddanta-sitra says, janmady asya yatah: 
“The Absolute Truth is that from which everything emanates.” The 
Absolute Truth is described as adi-purusa. The Absolute Truth is therefore 
a person and is not impersonal. 


TEXT 8 
NTT 
at aed ad at TT a Waa: | 
Aerearsarqaedeisé atest a ic I 


Sri bhagavan uvaca 
varam urnidhvam bhadram vo 
yiiyam me nrpa-nandanah 
sauhardenaprthag-dharmas 
tusto ‘ham sauhrdena vah 


sri bhagavan uvaca—the Supreme Personality of Godhead said; varam— . 
benediction; urnidhvam—ask; bhadram—good fortune; vah—of you; yuyam 
—you; me—from Me; nrpa-nandanah—O sons of the King; sauhardena— 
by friendship; aprthak—nondifferent; dharmah—occupation; tustah— 
pleased; aham—I; sauhrdena—by friendship; vah— of you. 


TRANSLATION 


The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: My dear sons of the King, I 
am very much pleased by the friendly relationships amongst you. All of 
you are engaged in one occupation—devotional service. I am so pleased 
with your mutual friendship that I wish you all good fortune. Now you 
may ask a benediction of Me. 


PURPORT 


Since the sons of King Pracinabarhisat were all united in Krsna con- 
sciousness, the Lord was very pleased with them. Each and every one of 
the sons of King Pracinabarhisat was an individual soul, but they were 
united in offering transcendental service to the Lord. The unity of the 
individual souls attempting to satisfy the Supreme Lord or rendering 
service to the Lord is real unity. In the material world such unity is not 
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possible. Even though people may officially unite, they all have different 
interests. In the United Nations, for instance, all the nations have their 
particular national ambitions, and consequently they cannot be united. 
Disunity between individual souls is so strong within this material world 
that even in a society of Krsna consciousness, members sometimes appear 
disunited due to their having different opinions and leaning toward 
material things. Actually in Krsna consciousness there cannot be two 
opinions. There is only one goal: to serve Krsna to one’s best ability. If 
there is some disagreement over service, such disagreement is to be taken 
as spiritual. Those who are actually engaged in the service of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead cannot be disunited in any circumstance. This 
makes the Supreme Personality of Godhead very happy and willing to 
award all kinds of benediction to His devotees, as indicated in this verse. 
We can see that the Lord is immediately prepared to award all benedic- 
tions to the sons of King Pracinabarhisat. 


TEXT 9 


Tsaaeta aecqrat Baad az: | 
TA MAAR TAT TAIT METZ IS It 


yo ‘nusmarati sandhyayam 
yusman anudinam narah 

tasya bhratrsv atma-samyam 
tatha bhiitesu sauhrdam 


yah—one who; anusmarati—always remembers; sandhyadyam—in the 
evening; yusman—you; anudinam—every day; narah—human being; tasya 
bhratrsu—with his brothers; atma-sémyam—personal equality; tatha—as 
also; bhiitesu—with all living beings; sawhrdam—friendship. 


TRANSLATION 


The Lord continued: Those who remember you every evening of every 
day will become friendly with their brothers and with all other living 
entities. 


TEXT 10 
qq at Valea AT Ma: Aare | 
WAISMS AANA A MAA 2 of | 
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ye tu mam rudra-gitena 
sayam pratah samahitah 
stuvanty aham kama-varan 
dasye prajnam ca sobhanam 


ye—those persons who; tu—but; mdm—unto Me; rudra-gitena—by the 
song sung by Lord Siva; sdyam—in the evening; pratah—in the morning; 
samahitah—being attentive; stuvanti—offer prayers; aham—l; kama-varan— 
all benedictions to fulfill desires; dasye—shall award; prajnam—intelligence; 
ca—also; Sobhanadm—transcendental. 


TRANSLATION 


Those who will offer Me the prayers composed by Lord Siva, both in 
the morning and in the evening, will be given benedictions by Me. In this 
way they can both fulfill their desires and attain good intelligence. 


PURPORT 


Good intelligence means going back home, back to Godhead. This is 
confirmed in Bhagavad-gita: 


tesam satata-yuktanam 
bhajatam priti-purvakam 
dadami buddhi-yogam tam 


yena mam upayanti te 


“To those who are constantly devoted and worship Me with love, I give 
the understanding by which they can come to Me.” (Bg. 10.10) 

One who offers prayers to the Lord to fulfill his different desires must 
know that the highest perfectional fulfillment of desire is to go back home, 
back to Godhead. In this verse it is indicated that those who remember the 
activities of the Pracetas, the sons of King Pracinabarhisat, will be delivered 
and benedicted. So what to speak of the sons of King Pracinabarhisat, who 
are directly connected with the Supreme Personality of Godhead? This is 
the way of the parampara system. If we follow the a@cdryas, we attain the 
same benefit as our predecessors. If one follows the decisions of Arjuna, he 
should be considered to be directly hearing Bhagavad-gitd from the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. There is no difference between hearing Bhagavad- 
gita directly from the Supreme Lord and following a personality like 
Arjuna, who formerly heard Bhagavad-gita directly from the Lord. Some- 
times foolish people argue that since Krsna is not present at the moment, 
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one cannot take direct instructions from Him. Such foolish people do not 
know that there is no difference between directly hearing Bhagavad-gita 
and reading it, as long as one accepts Bhagavad-gitd as it is, spoken by the 
Lord. However, if one wants to understand Bhagavad-gita by his imperfect 
interpretations, one cannot possibly understand the mysteries of Bhagavad- 
gita, even though one may be a great scholar according to mundane estima- 
tion. 


TEXT 11 


aa | fiquerle «| gare | 
AN 7 TA Alastaragy alseate 12 211 


yad yiiyam pitur adesam 
agrahista mudanvitah 

atho va uSati kirtir 
lokan anu bhavisyati 


yat—because; yiiyam—you; pituh—of your father; ddesam—the order; 
agrahista—accepted; mudd-anvitah—in great happiness; atho—therefore; 
vah—your; usati—attractive; kirtih—glories; lokan anu—throughout the 
universe; bhavisyati— will become possible. 


TRANSLATION 


Because you have with pleasure accepted within your hearts the orders 
of your father and have executed those orders very faithfully, your attrac- 
tive qualities will be celebrated all over the world. 


PURPORT 


Since every living entity is part and parcel of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, he has small independence. Sometimes unintelligent men ask 
why one is put into a miserable condition, even though everyone is under 
the control of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Because of his minute 
independence, the living entity can obey or disobey the orders of the 
Supreme Lord. If he obeys the Supreme Lord’s orders, he becomes happy. 
If he does not, he becomes unhappy. Therefore the living entity creates 
his own happiness or unhappiness. The Supreme Lord does not enforce 
these on anyone. The Supreme Lord praised the Pracetas because they all 
faithfully obeyed the orders of their father. The Lord therefore blessed the 
sons of King Pracinabarhisat because they obeyed their father’s orders. 
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TEXT 12 
afsat Fert: GASTTAT aaoT TT: | 
quan Gretel qacats 22 


bhavita visrutah putro 
‘navamo brahmano gunaih 

ya etam atma-viryena 
tri-lokim pirayisyati 


bhavita—there will be; visrutah—very famous; putrah—son; anavamah— 
not inferior; brahmanah—to Lord Brahma; gunaih—by qualifications; yah— 
who; etam—all this; atma-viryena—by his progeny; tri-lokim—the three 
worlds; purayisyati—will fill. 


TRANSLATION 


You will have a nice son, who will be in no way inferior to Lord Brahma. 
Consequently, he will be very famous all over the universe, and the sons 
and grandsons generated by him will fill the three worlds. 


PURPORT 


As explained in the next verse, the Pracetas will marry the daughter of 
the great sage Kandu. It is suggested that the son’s name will be Visruta 
and that he will glorify both his father and mother because of his 
good character. In fact, he would be greater than Lord Brahma. The great 
politician Canakya said that if there is a good tree within a garden or 
forest, its flowers will fill the forest with their fragrance. Similarly, a good 
son within a family makes the whole family famous all over the world. 
Krsna took birth in the family of the Yadus, and consequently the Yadu 
dynasty is famous all over the world. 


TEXT 13 
PSs PAA TT KAT PAGAAT | 
at ARai ATEYSeI ATARTAT U2 
kandoh pramlocaya labdha 


kanya kamala-locana 
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tam capaviddham jagrhur 
bhitruha nrpa-nandanah 


kandoh—of the sage Kandu; pramlocaya—by a heavenly society girl 
named Pramloca; labdha—obtained; kanya—daughter; hkamala-locana— 
lotus-eyed; fam—her; ca—also; apaviddham—given up; jagrhuh—accepted; 
bhiiruhah—the trees; nrpa-nandanah—O sons of King Pracinabarhisat. 


TRANSLATION 


O sons of King Pracinabarhisat, the heavenly society girl named Pramloca 
kept the lotus-eyed daughter of Kandu in the care of the forest trees. Then 
she went back to the heavenly planet. This daughter was born by the 
coupling of the Apsara named Pramloca with the sage Kandu. 


PURPORT 


Whenever a great sage undergoes severe austerities for material power, 
the King of heaven, Indra, becomes very envious. All the demigods have 
responsible posts for the management of universal affairs and are very 
highly qualified with pious activities. Although they are ordinary living 
entities, they are nonetheless able to attain responsible posts, like Lord 
Brahma, Indra, Candra and Varuna. As is the nature of this material world, 
the King of heaven, Indra, is very anxious if a great sage undergoes severe 
austerities. The whole material world is filled with such envy that everyone 
becomes afraid of his neighbors. Every businessman is afraid of his 
associates because this material world is the field of activities for all kinds 
of envious people who have come here to compete with the opulence of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Thus Indra was very much afraid of 
the severe austerities performed by the great sage Kandu, and he sent 
Pramloca to break his vows and austerities. A similar incident took place 
in the case of Visvamitra. From other incidents in the sastras, it appears 
that Indra has always been envious. When King Prthu was celebrating 
various sacrifices, outdoing Indra, Indra became very envious, and he 
disturbed King Prthu’s sacrifice. This has already been discussed in previous 
chapters. King Indra became successful in breaking the vow of the great 
sage Kandu, who became attracted by the beauty of the heavenly society 
girl Pramloca and begot a female child. This child is described herein as 
lotus-eyed and very beautiful. Being thus successful in her mission, Pramloca 
returned to the heavenly planets, leaving the newborn child to the care of 
the trees. Fortunately the trees accepted the child and agreed to raise her. 
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TEXT 14 


TATA GA TT ara: TTA 
atrat Tear fey a Tahara: lvl 


ksut-ksamaya mukhe raja 
somah piyitsa-varsinim 

desinim rodamanaya 
nidadhe sa dayanvitah 


ksut—by hunger; ksamayah— when she was distressed; mukhe— within 
the mouth; raja—the King; somah—the moon; piyitisa—nectar; varsinim— 
pouring; desinim— forefinger; rodamanayah—while she was crying; nidadhe 
—placed; sah—he; daya-anvitah—being compassionate. 


TRANSLATION 


Thereafter the child, who was left to the care of the trees, began to cry 
in hunger. At that time the King of the forest, namely the King of the 
moon planet, out of compassion placed his finger, which poured forth 
nectar, within the child’s mouth. Thus the child was raised by the mercy 
of the King of the moon. 


PURPORT 
Although the Apsara left her child to the care of the trees, the trees 
could not take care of the child properly; therefore the trees handed the 


child over to the King of the moon. Thus Candra, King of the moon, put 
his finger within the mouth of the child to satisfy her hunger. 


TEXT 15 


caireat anfee: fon aaa | 
TA RA Ala Tage ATT 24 


praja-visarga adistah 
pura mam anuvartata 
tatra kanyam vararoham 
tam udvahata md ciram 


prajd-visarge—to create progeny; adistah—being ordered; pitra—by your 
father; mam—My direction; anuvartata—following; tatra—there; kanyam— 
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the daughter; vardroham—highly qualified and exquisitely beautiful; tam— 
her; udvahata— marry ; ma—without; ciram—wasting time. 


TRANSLATION 


Since all of you are very much obedient to My orders, I ask you to 
immediately marry that girl, who is so well qualified with beauty and 
good qualities. According to the order of your father, create progeny 
through her. 

PURPORT 


The Pracetas not only were great devotees of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead but were very obedient to the orders of their father. Therefore 
the Lord asked them to marry the daughter of Pramloca. 


TEXT 16 
AVTTARMSA AIT Ts BATA | 
qarraatet — qaracatiaraat 12g 


aprthag-dharma-silanam 
sarvesam vah sumadhyama 

aprthag-dharma-sileyam 
bhiiyat patny arpitasaya 


aprthak—without differences; dharma—occupation; silanam—whose 
character; sarvesam—all; vah—of you; su-madhyama—a girl whose waist is 
slender; aprthak—without differences; dharma—occupation; sila—well- 
behaved; ityam—this; bhiyat—may she become; patni—wite; arpita-asaya— 
fully surrendered. 
TRANSLATION 


You brothers are all of the same nature, being devotees and obedient 
sons of your father. Similarly, that girl is also of the same type and is dedi- 
cated to all of you. Thus both the girl and you, the sons of Pracinabarhisat, 
are on the same platform, being united on a common principle. 


PURPORT 


According to Vedic principles, a woman cannot have many husbands, 
although a husband can have many wives. In special instances, however, 
it is found that a woman has more than one husband. Draupadi, for 
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instance, was married to all of the five Pandava brothers. Similarly, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead ordered all the sons of Pracinabarhisat to 
marry the one girl born of the great sage Kandu and Pramloca. In special 
cases, a girl is allowed to marry more than one man, provided she is able 
to treat her husbands equally. This is not possible for an ordinary woman. 
Only one who is especially qualified can be allowed to marry more than 
one husband. In this age of Kali, to find such an equipoised woman is very 
difficult. Thus according to scripture, kalau pajica vivarjayet. In this age a 
woman is forbidden to marry her husband’s brother. This system is still 
practiced in some of the hilly tracts of India. The Lord says: aprthag- 
dharma-sileyam bhiiyat patny arpitasaya. With the blessings of the Lord, 
all things are possible. The Lord especially benedicted the girl to surrender 
equally to all brothers. A prthag-dharma, meaning occupational duty with- 
out difference of purpose, is taught in Bhagavad-gitad. Bhagavad-gita is 
divided into three primary divisions—karma-yoga, jfiana-yoga, and bhakti- 
yoga. The word yoga means acting on behalf of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. As confirmed by Bhagavad-gita: 


yajniarthat karmano ’nyatra 
loko ’yam karma-bandhanah 

tad-artham karma kaunteya 
mukta-sangah samacara 


“Work done as a sacrifice for Visnu has to be performed, otherwise work 
binds one to this material world. Therefore, O son of Kunti, perform your 
prescribed duties for His satisfaction, and in that way you will always 
remain unattached and free from bondage.” (Bg. 3.9) 

One may act according to his own occupational duty just to satisfy the 
yajnia-purusa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. That is called aprthag- 
dharma. Different limbs of the body may act in different ways, but the 
ultimate objective is to maintain the entire body. Similarly, if we work for 
the satisfaction of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, we will find that 
we Satisfy everything. We should follow in the footsteps of the Pracetas, 
whose only aim was to satisfy the Supreme Lord. This is called aprthag- 
dharma. According to Bhagavad-gita: 


sarva-dharman parityajya 
mam ekam Saranam vraja 

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo 
moksayisyami ma Sucah 
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“Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. J shall deliver 
you from all sinful reaction. Do not fear.” (Bg. 18.66) 

This is the advice of Lord Krsna. Our only aim should be to act in Krsna 
consciousness for the satisfaction of the Lord. This is oneness, or aprthag- 
dharma. 


TEXT 17 


fKertacamt = agquediaa: | 
AT MST ATL a HTATATATAA 112 0 


divya-varsa-sahasranam 
sahasram ahataujasah 
bhauman bhoksyatha bhogan vai 
divyams canugrahan mama 


divya—of the heavenly planets; varsa— years; sahasranadm—of thousands; 
sahasram—a thousand; ahata— without being defeated; ojasah— your power; 
bhauman-—of this world; bhoksyatha—you will enjoy; bhogan—enjoyments; 
vai—certainly; divyan—of the heavenly world; ca—also; anugrahat—by 
mercy; mama— My. 


TRANSLATION 
The Lord then blessed all the Pracetas, saying: My dear princes, by My 


mercy, you can enjoy all the facilities of this world as well as the heavenly 
world. Indeed, you can enjoy all of them without hindrance and with full 
strength for one million celestial years. 


PURPORT 


The duration of life prescribed for the Pracetas by the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead is calculated by the time measurements of higher planetary 
systems. Our six earth months are said to equal one day (12 hours) in the 
higher planetary systems. Thirty days equal one month, and twelve 
months equal one year. In this way, for one million years according to the 
calculations of the higher planetary system the Pracetas were allowed to 
enjoy all kinds of material facilities. Although this lifespan was so long, the 
Pracetas were given full bodily strength by the grace of the Lord. In the 
material world, if one wants to live for many years, he must endure the 
difficulties of old age, invalidity and many other miserable conditions. 
The Pracetas, however, were given full bodily strength to enjoy material 
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facilities. This special facility was given to the Pracetas so that they could 
continue rendering full devotional service. This will be explained in the 
following verse. 


TEXT 18 


AT AATATATM AKA THIN: | 
smarag aa fata faced lei 


atha mayy anapayinya 
bhaktya pakva-gunasayah 

upaydasyatha mad-dhama 
nirvidya nirayad atah 


atha—therefore; mayi—unto Me; anapdyinya—without any deviation; 
bhaktya—by devotional service; pakva-guna—free from material contami- 
nation; aSayah—your mind; upaydsyatha—you will attain; mat-dhama— 
My abode; nirvidya—being completely detached; nirayat—from material 
existence; atah—thus. 


TRANSLATION 


Thereafter you will develop unadulterated devotional service unto Me 
and be freed from all material contamination. At that time, being com- 
pletely unattached to material enjoyment in the so-called heavenly planets 
as well as in hellish planets, you will return home, back to Godhead. 


PURPORT 


By the grace of the Lord, the Pracetas were given special facilities. 
Although they could live millions of years to enjoy material facilities, they 
still would not be deviated from the transcendental loving service of the 
Lord. Being thus fully engaged, the Pracetas would be completely freed 
from all material attachment. Material attachment is very strong. During 
one lifetime, a materialist engages in acquiring land, money, friends, 
society, friendship, love, and so on. He also wants to enjoy the heavenly 
planets after the annihilation of the body. If one is engaged in devotional 
serivce, however, he becomes unattached to all kinds of material enjoyment 
and suffering. In the material world, those who are elevated to the higher 
planetary systems are supposed to enjoy all material facilities, whereas 
those degraded to lower planetary systems are supposed to live in a hellish 
condition. A devotee, however, is transcendental to both heavenly and 
hellish conditions. According to Bhagavad-gita, a devotee’s position is 
described in this way: 
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mam ca yo ‘vyabhicarena 
bhakti-yogena sevate 
sa gunan samatityaitan 


brahma-bhiyaya kalpate 


‘One who engages in full devotional service, who does not fall down in 
any circumstance, at once transcends the modes of material nature and 
thus comes to the level of Brahman.” (Bg. 14.26) 

A devotee is always situated on the Brahman platform. He has nothing 
to do with material happiness or distress. When one is strongly fixed in 
devotional service and free from all material attachment, uncontaminated 
by the material modes of nature, he becomes fit to return home, back to 
Godhead. Although by special blessing the Pracetas would enjoy material 
facilities for millions of years, they would not be attached to them. Thus 
at the end of their material enjoyment they would be promoted to the 
spiritual world and return to Godhead. 

The word pakva-gunasayah has special significance, for it means that by 
devotional service one is able to give up the influence of the three modes 
of material nature. As long as one is influenced by the modes of material 
nature, he cannot return to Godhead. It is clearly explained that all 
planets in the material world—beginning from Brahmaloka down to the 
hellish planets—are unfit places for a devotee. Padam padam yad vipadam 
na tesam. A place where there is danger at every step is certainly not a 
comfortable place. The Lord therefore says in Bhagavad-gita: 


abrahma-bhuvanal lokah 
punar avartino ‘rjuna 

mam upetya tu kaunteya 
punar janma na vidyate 


‘From the highest planet in the material world down to the lowest, all are 
places of misery wherein repeated birth and death take place. But one who 
attains to My abode, O son of Kunti, never take birth again.”’ (Bg. 8.16) 
Thus there is no profit, even if one is promoted to the highest planet in 
the material universe, Brahmaloka. However, if one is somehow or other 
promoted to the abode of the Lord, he never returns to the material world. 


TEXT 19 


WAIT Als sar FASHATY | 
WSAANAIAMAL A ATMA YET AAT: 112811 
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grhesv avigatam capi 
pumsam kuSala-karmanam 
mad-varta-yata-yamanam 
na bandhaya grha matah 


grhesu—in family life; avisatam—who have entered; ca—also; api—even; 
pumsam—of persons; kusala-karmanadm—engaged in auspicious activities; 
mat-vartad—in topics about Me; yata—is expended; yamdndm— whose every 
moment; na—not; bandhaya—for bondage; grhah—household life; matah— 
considered. 


TRANSLATION 


Those who are engaged in auspicious activities in devotional service 
certainly understand that the ultimate enjoyer or beneficiary of all 
activities is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Thus when one acts, he 
offers the results to the Supreme Personality of Godhead and passes life 
always engaged in the topics of the Lord. Even though such a person may 
be participating in family life, he is not affected by the results of his 
actions. 


PURPORT 


Generally a person living in a family becomes overly attached to fruitive 
activity. In other words, he tries to enjoy the results of his activities. A 
devotee, however, knows that Krgna is the supreme enjoyer. 


bhoktaram yajfia-tapasam 
sarva-loka-mahesvaram 

suhrdam sarva-bhiitanam 
Jiidtvd mam Santim rechati 


“The sages, knowing Me as the ultimate purpose of all sacrifices and 
austerities, the Supreme Lord of all planets and demigods and the 
benefactor and well-wisher of all living entities, attain peace from the 
pangs of material miseries.” (Bg. 5.29) 

The Supreme Lord is the supreme proprietor; consequently the devotee 
does not consider himself the proprietor of any occupation. The devotee 
always thinks of the Supreme Personality of Godhead as the proprietor; 
therefore the results of his business are offered to the Supreme Lord. One 
who thus lives in the material world with his family and children never 
becomes affected by the contaminations of the material world. This is 
confirmed in Bhagavad-gita (3.9): 
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yajfiarthat karmano ‘nyatra 
loko ’yam karma-bandhanah 

tad-artham karma kaunteya 
mukta-sangah samdacara 


One who tries to enjoy the results of his activities becomes bound by 
the results. One who offers the results or profits to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, however, does not become entangled in the 
results. This is the secret of success. Generally people take sannyasa to 
become free from the reactions of fruitive activity. One who does not re- 
ceive the results of his actions but offers them instead to the Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead certainly remains in a liberated condition. In Bhakti- 
rasamrta-sindhu, Srila Ripa Gosvami confirms this: 


iha yasya harer dasye 
karmand manasé gira 

nikhilasv apy avasthasu 
jivan-muktah sa ucyate 


If one engages himself in the service of the Lord through his life, wealth, 
words, intelligence, and everything he possesses, he will always be liberated 
in any condition. Such a person is called a jivan-mukta, one who is liberated 
during this lifetime. Devoid of Krsna consciousness, those who engage in 
material activities simply become more entangled in material bondage. 
They have to suffer and enjoy the actions and reactions of all activity. 
This Krsna consciousness movement is therefore the greatest boon to 
humanity because it keeps one always engaged in Krsna’s service. The 
devotees think of Krsna, act for Krsna, eat for Krsna, sleep for Krsna and 
work for Krsna. Thus everything is engaged in the service of Krsna. A total 
life in Krsna consciousness saves one from material contamination. As stated 
by Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatit Gosvami Maharaja, krsna bhajane yaha haya 
anukila, visaya baliya tydge taha haya bhila. If one is so expert that he can 
engage everything or dovetail everything in the service of the Lord, to give 
up the material world would be a great blunder. One should learn how to 
dovetail everything in the service of the Lord, for everything is connected 
to Krsna. That is the real purpose of life and secret of success. As reiterated 
later in the Third Chapter of Bhagavad-gita: 


tasmad asaktah satatam 
karyam karma samacara 
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asakto hy dcaran karma 
param apnoti pitrusah 


“Therefore, without being attached to the fruits of activities, one should 
act as a matter of duty; for, by working without attachment, one attains 
the Supreme.” (3.19) 

The Third Chapter of Bhagavad-gita specifically considers material 
activities for the purpose of sense gratification and material activities for 
the purpose of satisfying the Supreme Lord. The conclusion is that these 
are not one and the same. Material activities for sense gratification are 
the cause of material bondage, whereas the very same activities for the 
satisfaction of Krsna are the cause of liberation. How the same activity 
can be the cause of bondage and liberation can be explained as follows. 
One may get indigestion due to eating too many milk preparations— 
condensed milk, sweet rice, and so on. But even though there is indiges- 
tion or diarrhea, another milk preparation—yogurt mixed with black 
pepper and salt—will immediately cure these maladies. In other words, 
one milk preparation can cause indigestion and diarrhea, and another 
milk preparation can cure them. 

If one is placed in material opulence due to the special mercy of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, he should not consider that opulence 
a cause for bondage. When a mature devotee is blessed with material 
opulence, he does not become affected adversely because he knows how 
to employ material opulence in the service of the Lord. There are many 
such examples in the history of the world. There were kings like Prthu 
Maharaja, Prahlada Maharaja, Janaka, Dhruva, Vaivasvata Manu and 
Maharaja Iksvaku. All of these were great kings and were especially favored 
by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. If a devotee is not mature, the 
Supreme Lord will take away all his opulence. This principle is stated by 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead: yasyaham anugrhnami harisye 
tad-dhanam sanaih. ‘‘My first mercy shown to My devotee is to take away 
all his material opulence.” Material opulence detrimental to devotional 
service is taken away by the Supreme Lord, whereas a person who is 
mature in devotional service is given all material facilities. 


TEXT 20 


TUTIY Fat Aaacaaraty: | 
a galed a Mater a aled Aa TAIN oll 


a 
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navyavad dhrdaye yaqj jiio 
brahmaitad brahma-vadibhih 
na muhyanti na socanti 
na hrsyanti yato gatah 


navya-vai—ever increasingly fresh; hrdaye—in the heart; yat—as; jiiah— 
the supreme knower, Paramatma; brahma—Brahman; etat—this; brahma- 
vddibhih—by the advocates of Absolute Truth; na—never; muhyanti—are 
bewildered; na—never; socanti—lament; na—never; hrsyanti—are jubilant; 
yatah— when; gatah—have attained. 


TRANSLATION 


Always engaging in the activities of devotional service, devotees feel 
ever-increasingly fresh and new in all their activities. The all-knower, the 
Supersoul within the heart of the devotee, makes everything increasingly 
fresh. This is known as the Brahman position by the advocates of the 
Absolute Truth. In such a liberated stage [brahma-bhita], one is never 
bewildered. Nor does one lament or become unnecessarily jubilant. This 
is due to the brahma-bhitta situation. 


PURPORT 


A devotee is inspired by the Supersoul within the heart to advance in 
devotional service in a variety of ways. The devotee does not feel 
hackneyed nor stereotyped, nor does he feel that he is in a stagnant 
position. In the material world, if one engages in chanting a material name, 
he will feel tired after chanting a few times. However, one can chant the 
Hare Krsna maha-mantra all day and night and never feel tired. As chanting 
is increased, it will come out new and fresh. Srila Ripa Gosvami said if he 
could somehow get millions of ears and tongues, then he could relish 
spiritual bliss by chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra. There is really 
nothing uninspiring for a highly advanced devotee. In Bhagavad-gita the 
Lord says that He is situated in everyone’s heart and that He helps the 
living entity forget and remember. By the grace of the Lord, the devotee 
gets inspiration. 

tesam satata-yuktanam 
bhajatam priti-piirvakam 
dadami buddhi-yogam tam 


yena mam upayanti te 
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‘To those who are constantly devoted and worship Me with love, I give the 
understanding by which they can come to Me.” (Bg. 10.10) 

As stated (kuSala-karmandm), those engaged in auspicious activities in 
devotional service are guided by the Supersoul, described in this verse as 
jiia, one who knows everything past, present and future. The Supersoul 
gives instructions to the sincere unalloyed devotee on how he can progress 
more and more in approaching the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Srila 
Jiva Gosvami in this connection says that the Supersoul, the plenary expan- 
sion of the Personality of Godhead, exists in everyone’s heart, but in the 
heart of the devotee He reveals Himself as ever increasingly new. Being 
inspired by Him, the devotee experiences increased transcendental bliss in 
the execution of his devotional service. 


TEXT 21 
aI Tay 
ud gant | Yerba 
Aaqea MRT: TACT | 
ACTA TATA ATST 
FAINT TAA FTAA URE 


maitreya uvdca 
evam bruvanam purusdartha-bhajanam 
janardanam praiijalayah pracetasah 
tad-darsana-dhvasta-tamo-rajo-mala 
giragrnan gadgadaya suhrt-tamam 


maitreyah uvdca—Maitreya said; evam—thus; bruvdnam—speaking; 
purusa-artha—of the ultimate goal of life; bhajanam—the bestower; 
janardanam—who takes away all the disadvantages of the devotee; 
pranjalayah—with folded hands; pracetasah—the Praceta brothers; tat— 
Him; darsgana—by seeing; dhvasta— dissipated; tamah—of darkness; rajah— 
of passion; malah— whose contamination; gira—with a voice; agrnan— 
offered prayers; gadgadaya—faltering; suhrt-tamam—unto the greatest of 
all friends. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Maitreya said: After the Personality of Godhead spoke 
thus, the Pracetas began to offer Him prayers. The Lord is the bestower of 
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all success in life and is the supreme benefactor. He is also the supreme 
friend who takes away all miserable conditions experienced by a devotee. 
In a faltering voice, due to ecstasy, the Pracetas began to offer prayers. 
They were purified by the presence of the Lord, who was before them 
face to face. 


PURPORT 


The Lord is herein described as purusartha-bhajanam (the bestower of 
the ultimate goal of life). Whatever success we want in life can be attained 
by the mercy of the Lord. Since the Pracetas had already attained the 
Lord’s mercy, they were no longer subject to the contamination of the 
material modes. The material modes dissipated from them just as the dark- 
ness of night immediately dissipates when the sun rises. Because the Lord 
appeared before them, naturally all the contaminations of the material 
qualities of rajas and tamas completely disappeared. Similarly, when an 
unalloyed devotee chants the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, he is also purified 
of all material contamination because the name of the Lord and the Lord 
are identical. As stated in Srimad-Bhdgavatam: 


§rnvatam sva-kathah krsnah 
punya-sravana-kirtanah 

hrdy antah-stho hy abhadrani 
vidhunoti suhrt satam 


“Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead, who is the Paramatma [ Supersoul ] 
in everyone’s heart and the benefactor of the truthful devotee, cleanses 
desire for material enjoyment from the heart of the devotee who relishes 
his messages, which are in themselves virtuous when properly heard and 
chanted.” (Bhag. 1.2.17) 

The holy name of the Lord is the Lord Himself. If one chants and hears, 
he becomes purified. Gradually all material contamination disappears. The 
Pracetaés were already purified due to the Lord’s presence before them, 
and they could therefore offer the proper prayers with folded hands. In 
other words, as soon as devotees are engaged in devotional service, they 
become transcendental to all material contamination immediately. As con- 
firmed in Bhagavad-gita: 


mam ca yo ‘vyabhicarena 
bhakti-yogena sevate 

sa gunan samatityaitan 
brahma-bhiyaya kalpate 
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‘One who engages in full devotional service, who does not fall down in 
any circumstance, at once transcends the modes of material nature and 
thus comes to the level of Brahman.” (Bg. 14.26) 

Sometimes the devotees are dissatisfied due to their not seeing the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead personally. When the Pracetas saw the 
Supreme Lord personally present, their unhappiness vanished. 


TEXT 22 
Tada Aw? 
am aa sata 
Frefrancreynaart | 
VATA TTT 
ATTATAVTATY AA? URI 


pracetasa ucuh 
namo namah klesa-vindsanaya 
niripitodara-gunahvayaya 
mano-vaco-vega-puro-javaya 
sarvaksa-margair agatadhvane namah 


pracetasah ucuh—the Pracetas said; namah—obeisances; namah—obei- 
sances; klesa—material distress; vindgandya—unto one who destroys; niruipita 
—settled; udara—magnanimous; guna—qualities; ahvayaya—whose name; 
manah—of the mind; vacah—of speech; vega—the speed; purah—before; 
Javaya—whose speed; sarva-aksa—of all material senses; margaih—by the 
paths; agata—not perceivable; adhvane—whose course; namah—we offer our 
respects. 


TRANSLATION 


The Pracetés spoke as follows: Dear Lord, You relieve all kinds of 
material distress. Your magnanimous transcendental qualities and holy 
name are all-auspicious. This conclusion is already settled. You can go 
faster than the speed of mind and words. You cannot be perceived by 
material senses. We therefore offer You respectful obeisances again and 
again. 
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PURPORT 


The word nirupita, meaning “concluded,” is very significant in this 
verse. No one has to conduct research work to find God or make progress 
in spiritual knowledge. Everything is conclusively there in the Vedas. 
Therefore the Lord says in Bhagavad-gita: 


sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto 
mattah smrtir jrdnam apohanam ca 
vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyo 
vedanta-krd veda-vid eva caham 


“I am seated in everyone’s heart, and from Me come remembrance, knowl- 
edge and forgetfulness. By all the Vedas, I am to be known; indeed, I am 
the compiler of Vedanta, and I am the knower of the Vedas.”’ (Bg. 15.15) 

Understanding the Supreme Personality of Godhead through the process 
of the Vedas is perfect and conclusive. The Vedas state, atah Sri-krsna- 
nadmadi na bhaved grahyam indriyath: the transcendental names, forms, 
qualities, paraphernalia and pastimes of the Lord cannot be understood by 
our blunt material senses. Sevonmukhe hi jihvadau svayam eva sphuraty 
adah: when a devotee engages his senses favorably in devotional service, 
the Lord, through His causeless mercy, reveals Himself to the devotee. 
This is the conclusive Vedic process. The Vedas also indicate that simply 
by chanting the holy names of the Lord one can without a doubt become 
spiritually advanced. We cannot approach the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead by the speed of mind or words, but if we stick to devotional 
service we can easily and quickly approach Him. In other words, the 
Supreme Lord is attracted by devotional service, and He can approach us 
more swiftly than we can approach Him with our mental speculation. The 
Lord has stated that He is beyond the range of mental speculation and the 
speed of thought, yet He can be approached easily by His causeless mercy. 
Thus only by His causeless mercy can He be attained. Other methods will 
not be effective. 


TEXT 23 
Van Ws Aq: Alagar 
wreamey «= f\saezATT | 
TH || - ANTM SANT 
TATATIMITATTT «=I 
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suddhaya santaya namah sva-nisthaya 
manasy apartham vilasad-dvaydaya 

namo jagat-sthana-layodayesu 
grhita-mayd-guna-vigrahaya 


suddhaya—unto the unadulterated; santaya—unto the most peaceful; 
namah— we offer our obeisances; sva-nisthaya—by being situated in one’s po- 
sition; manasi—in the mind; apartham—without any meaning; vilasat—ap- 
pearing; dvaydya—in whom the dual world; namah-—obeisances; jagat—of 
the cosmic manifestation; sthana— maintenance; laya—annihilation; udayesu 
—and for creation; grhita—accepted; maya— material; guna—of the modes 
of nature; vigrahdya—the forms. 


TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, we beg to offer our obeisances unto You. When the mind is 
fixed upon You, the world of duality, although a place for material enjoy- 
ment, appears meaningless. Your transcendental form is full of transcen- 
dental bliss. We therefore offer our respects unto You. Your appearances 
as Lord Brahma, Lord Visnu and Lord Siva are meant for the purpose of 
creating, maintaining and annihilating this cosmic manifestation. 


PURPORT 


A pure devotee whose mind is always engaged in the service of the Lord 
can certainly appreciate the impermanence of this material world. Although 
such a devotee may be engaged in executing material activities, this stage 
is called andsakti. As explained by Srila Ripa Gosvami, andsaktasya visayan 
yatharham upayufijatah. A devotee is always unattached to material 
activities because in the liberated stage his mind is always fixed on the 
lotus feet of the Lord. 

This material world is called duaita, the world of duality. A devotee 
knows very well that everything within this material world is but a 
manifestation of the Supreme Lord’s energy. To maintain the three modes 
of material nature, the Supreme Lord takes on different forms as Lord 
Brahma, Lord Visnu and Lord Siva. Unaffected by the modes of material 
nature, the Lord takes on different forms to create, maintain and annihi- 
late this cosmic manifestation. The conclusion is that although the pure 
devotee appears to engage in material activities in the service of the Lord, 
he knows very well that material enjoyment for sense gratification has no 
use whatsoever. 
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TEXT 24 


m™ frag wa ca 
TAT SMT TAI AAA Nw! 


namo visuddha-sattvaya 
haraye hari-medhase 

vasudevaya krsnaya 
prabhave sarva-satvatam 


namah-—obeisances; visuddha-sattvaya—unto You, whose existence is free 
from all material influence; haraye—who takes away all miserable condi- 
tions of devotees;hari-medhase— whose brain works only for the deliverance 
of the conditioned soul ;vasudeva ya—the all-pervading Supreme Personality 
of Godhead; krsnaya—unto Krsna; prabhave—who increases the influence; 
sarva-satvatam— of all kinds of devotees. 


TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, we offer our respectful obeisances unto You because Your 
existence is completely independent of all material influences. Your 
Lordship always takes away the devotee’s miserable conditions, for Your 
brain plans how to do so. You live everywhere as Paramatma; therefore 
You are known as Vasudeva. You also accept Vasudeva as Your father, 
and You are celebrated by the name of Krgna. You are so kind that You 
always increase the influence of all kinds of devotees. 


PURPORT 


In the previous verse it has been said (grhita-ma@yda-guna-vigrahaya) that 
the Lord accepts three kinds of bodies (Visnu, Brahma and Siva) for the 
purposes of creating, maintaining and annihilating the cosmic manifestation. 
The three predominating deities of the material universe (Brahma, Visnu 
and Siva) are called guna-avataras. There are many kinds of incarnations of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and the first incarnations within this 
material world are Brahma, Visnu and Maheégvara (Siva). Out of these 
three, Lord Brahma and Lord Siva accept material bodies, but Lord Visnu 
does not accept a material body. Lord Visnu is therefore known as 
visuddha-sattva. His existence is completely free from the contamination 
of the material modes of nature. One should therefore not think that Lord 
Visnu is in the same category with Lord Brahma and Siva. The sdastras 
forbid us to think in this way. 
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yas tu nardyanam devam 
brahma-rudradi-daiwvataih 
samatvenaiva vikseta 
sa pasandi bhaved dhruvam 


One who considers Lord Visnu to be in the same category with devas like 
Lord Brahma or Lord Siva or who thinks Lord Brahma and Siva to be 
equal to Lord Visnu is to be considered as pdsandi (a faithless nonbeliever). 
Therefore in this verse Lord Visnu is distinguished in the words namo 
vigsuddha-sattvaya. Although a living entity like us, Lord Brahma is exalted 
due to his pious activities; therefore he is given the high post of Brahma. 
Lord Siva is not actually like a living entity, but he is not the Surpeme 
Personality of Godhead. His position is somewhere between Visnu, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and Brahma, the living entity. Lord Siva 
is therefore explained in Brahma-samhita in this way: 


ksiram yatha dadhi vikara-vigesa-yogat 
sanjayate na hi tatah prthag asti hetoh 

yah gambhutam api tatha samupaiti karyad 
govindam adi-purusam tam aham bhajami 


Lord Siva is considered to be like yogurt (dadhi). Yogurt is nothing but 
transformed milk; nonetheless yogurt cannot be accepted as milk. 
Similarly, Lord Siva holds almost all the powers of Lord Visnu, and he is 
also above the qualities of the living entity, but he is not exactly like 
Visnu, just as yogurt, although transformed milk, is not exactly like milk. 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is also described herein as 
vasudevaya krsndya. Krsna is the original Supreme Personality of God- 
head, and all Visnu expansions are His plenary portions or portions of 
His plenary portions (known as svdméa and kala). The svaméa, or direct 
expansion, is also called améa. All visnu-tattvas are svaméa, direct parts 
and parcels of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna. Krsna is known 
as Vasudeva because He appeared in this material world as the son of 
Vasudeva. Similarly, He is known as Devaki-nandana, Y agsoda-nandana, 
Nanda-nandana, and so on. 

Again and again the Lord is very much interested in increasing the 
influence of His devotees. Therefore He is described herein as prabhave 
sarva-sadtvatam. The sdtvata community is acommunity of Vaisnavas, pure 
devotees of the Lord. The Supreme Personality of Godhead has unlimited 
powers, and He wants to see that His devotees are also entrusted with 
unlimited powers. A devotee of the Lord is always, therefore, distinguished 
from all other living entities. 
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The word hari means ‘One who takes away all miserable conditions,” 
and hari-medhase means that the Lord is always planning ways to deliver the 
conditioned soul from the clutches of maya. The Lord is so kind that He 
personally incarnates to deliver the conditioned souls, and whenever He 
comes, He makes His plans. 


paritranaya sadhiinam 
vinasaya ca duskrtam 

dharma-samsthapanarthaya 
sambhavami yuge yuge 


“To deliver the pious and to annihilate the miscreants, as well as to 
reestablish the principles of religion, [ advent Myself millennium after 
millennium.” (Bg. 4.8) 

Since the Lord delivers all conditioned souls from the clutches of maya, 
He is known as hari-medhah. In the list of incarnations, Krsna is described 
as the supreme and original Personality of Godhead. 


ete camsa-kalah pumsah 

krsnas tu bhagavan svayam 
indrari-vyakulam lokam 

mrdayanti yuge yuge (Bhag. 1.3.28) 


Krsna, the original personality of Godhead, appears in this material world 
when the demigods, who are devotees of the Lord, are disturbed by the 
demons. 


TEXT 25 


AM PASAUAMT AA BAsaAias | 
AAS PASUNATT ART PASAT 24! 


namah kamala-ndbhaya 
namah kamala-maline 

namah kamala-padaya 
namas te kamaleksana 


namah—we offer our respectful obeisances; kamala-nabhaya—unto the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, from whose abdomen the original lotus 
flower originated; namah—obeisances; kamala-maline—who is always deco- 
rated with a garland of lotus flowers; namah- obeisances; kamala-padaya— 


Text 26] The Activities of the Pracetas 1519 


whose feet are as beautiful and fragrant as the lotus flower; namah te— 
obeisances unto You; kamala-iksana— whose eyes are exactly like the petals 


of the lotus flower. 
TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, we offer our respectful obeisances unto You because from 
Your abdomen sprouts the lotus flower, the origin of all living entities. 
You are always decorated with a lotus garland, and Your feet resemble the 
lotus flower with all its fragrance. Your eyes are also like the petals of a 
lotus flower. Therefore we always offer our respectful obeisances unto 
You. 


PURPORT 


The word kamala-na@bhaya indicates that Lord Visnu is the origin of the 
material creation. From the abdomen of Garbhodakasayi Visnu, a lotus 
flower sprouts. Lord Brahma, the first creature of the universe, is born 
from this lotus flower, and, subsequently, Lord Brahma creates the whole 
universe. The origin of all creation is therefore Lord Visnu, and the origin 
of all the visnu-tativas is Lord Krsna. Consequently Krsna is the origin of 
everything. This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gita: 


aham sarvasya prabhavo 
mattah sarvam pravartate 

iti matva bhajante mam 
budha bhava-samanvitah 


“T am the source of all spiritual and material worlds. Everything emanates 
from Me. The wise who perfectly know this engage in My devotional 
service and worship Me with all their hearts.”’ (Bg. 10.8) Lord Krsna says: 
‘I am the origin of everything.” Therefore whatever we see emanates from 
Him. This is also confirmed in the Vedanta-sittra. Janmady asya yatah: “The 
Absolute Truth is He from whom everything emanates.” 


TEXT 26 
TM: 80 - AOlaaealqagmaca;ma | 
aaaraarars vaisgeente afar 1281 


namah kamala-kinjalka- 
pisangamala-vasase 
sarva-bhiita-nwdsaya 
namo ’yunksmahi saksine 
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namah—obeisances; kamala-kifijalka—hke the saffron in a lotus flower; 
piSanga—yellowish; amala—spotless; vasase—unto Him whose garment; 
sarva-bhita—of all living entities; nivasaya—the shelter; namah— obeisances; 
ayunksmahi—let us offer; saksine—unto the supreme witness. 


TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, the garment You have put on is yellowish in color like the 
saffron of a lotus flower, but it is not made of anything material. Since You 
live in everyone’s heart, You are the direct witness of all the activities of all 
living entities. We offer our respectful obeisances unto You again and again. 


PURPORT 


In this verse the dress of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and His 
all-pervasive nature are described. The Lord puts on a dress that is yellow, 
but such a garment is never to be considered material. The garments of the 
Lord are also the Lord. They are nondifferent from the Lord because they 
are spiritual in nature. 

The word sarva-bhiita-nivasaya further clarifies how Lord Visnu lives in 
everyone’s heart and acts as the direct witness of all the activities of the 
conditioned soul. Within this material world the conditioned soul has 
desires and acts in accordance with these desires. All these acts are observed 
by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is also confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gita: 


sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto 
mattah smrtir jfidnam apohanam ca 


“Tam seated in everyone’s heart, and from Me come remembrance, knowl- 
edge and forgetfulness.”” (Bg. 15.15) The Lord is present in everyone’s 
heart, and He gives the living entity intelligence. According to the desires 
of the living entity, the Lord makes him remember or forget. If the living 
entity is demoniac and wants to forget the Supreme Personality of God- 
head, the Lord gives him the intelligence to be able to forget the Supreme 
Lord forever. Similarly, when a devotee wants to serve the Supreme Lord, 
the Lord, as Paramatma, gives the devotee the intelligence to make progress 
in devotional service. The Lord directly witnesses our activities and ex- 
periences our desires. The Supreme Lord gives us the facilities to act in the 
way we wish. 
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TEXT 27 


et WT ATT TT I 
mad at: Heri ara gareTaT VII 


rupam bhagavata tu etad 
asesa-klesa-sanksayam 

aviskrtam nah klistanam 
kim anyad anukampitam 


ripam—form; bhagavata—by Your Lordship; tu—but; etat—this; asesa— 
unlimited; klesa— miseries; saiksayam—which dissipates; aviskrtam—re- 
vealed; nah—of us; kistanam—who are suffering from material conditions; 
kim anyat— what to speak of; anukampitam—those to whom You are always 


favorably disposed. 
TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, we conditioned souls are always covered by ignorance in the 
bodily conception of life. We therefore always prefer the miserable condi- 
tions of material existence. To deliver us from these miserable conditions, 
You have advented Yourself in this transcendental form. This is evidence 
of Your unlimited causeless mercy upon those of us who are suffering in 
this way. What, then, to speak of the devotees to whom You are always so 
favorably disposed? 


PURPORT 


When the Lord appears in His original form, He acts to deliver the pious 
and annihilate the miscreants (Bg. 4.8). Although He annihilates the de- 
mons, He nonetheless benefits them. It is said that all the living entities 
who died on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra attained their original consti 
tutional position (svariipa) because they had the chance to see Krsna face 
to face riding in the chariot of Arjuna. On the Battlefield of Kuruksetra, 
superficially two things were going on—the demons were being killed, and 
the devotee, Arjuna, was being protected. However, the results were the 
same for everyone. Thus it is said that the appearance of the Lord di- 
minishes all kinds of miserable conditions caused by material existence. 

It is clearly stated in this verse that this form (aSesa-klesa-sanksayam) 
is meant to diminish all the miserable conditions experienced in life not 
only by the devotees but by all others. Aviskrtam nah klistanam. The 
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Pracetas identified themselves as common men. Kim anyad anukampitam. 
The devotees are always favorably accepted by the Lord. The Lord shows 
all mercy not only to conditioned souls, but also to the devotees who are 
already liberated due to their devotional service. 

The form of the Lord as worshiped in the temples is called arca-vigraha 
or arcavatara, the worshipable form, the Deity incarnation. This facility is 
offered to neophyte devotees so that they can see the real form of the 
Lord face to face and offer their respectful obeisances and sacrifices in 
the form of arca. Through such facilities the neophytes gradually invoke 
their original Krsna consciousness. Deity worship in the form of temple 
worship is the most valuable benediction given by the Lord to beginners. 
All neophytes must therefore engage in the worship of the Lord by keep- 
ing the arca-vigraha (arcavatara) at home or in the temple. 


TEXT 28 
amael f& frafiated dae aac: | 
TAA WS AICI IRI 


etavat tvam hi vibhubhir 
bhavyam dinesu vatsalaih 

yad anusmaryate kale 
sva-buddh yabhadra-randhana 


etavat—thus; tvam— Your Lordship; hi—certainly; vibhubhih—by expan- 
sions; bhavyam—to be conceived; dinesu—unto the humble devotees; 
vatsalaih— compassionate ; yat— which; anusmaryate—is always remembered; 
kale—in due course of time; sva-buddhya—by one’s devotional service; 
abhadra-randhana—O killer of all inauspiciousness. 


TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, You are the killer of all inauspicious things. You are com- 
passionate upon Your poor devotees through the expansion of Your arca- 
vigraha. You should certainly think of us as Your eternal servants. 


PURPORT 


The form of the Lord known as arca-vigraha is an expansion of His 
unlimited potencies. When the Lord is gradually satisfied with the service 
of a devotee, in due course of time He accepts the devotee as one of His 
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many unalloyed servants. By nature, the Lord is very compassionate; 
therefore the service of neophyte devotees is accepted by the Lord. As 
confirmed in Bhagavad-gita: 


patram puspam phalam toyar 
yo me bhaktya prayacchati 

tad aham bhakty-upahrtam 
asnami prayatatmanah 


“Tf one offers Me with love and devotion a leaf, a flower, fruit or water, I 
will accept it.” (Bg. 9.26) 

The devotee offers eatables in the form of vegetables, fruits, leaves and 
water to the arca-vigraha. The Lord, being bhakta-vatsala, compassionate 
upon His devotees, accepts these offerings. Atheists may think that the 
devotees are engaged in idol worship, but the fact is different. Janardana, 
the Supreme Lord, accepts bhava, the attitude of service. The neophyte 
devotee engaged in the worship of the Lord may not understand the value 
of such worship, but the Supreme Lord, being bhakta-vatsala, accepts His 
devotee and in due course of time takes him home. 

In this connection there is a story about a brahmana who was offering 
sweet rice to the Lord within his mind. The brahmana had no money nor 
any means of worshiping the Deity, but within his mind he arranged every- 
thing nicely. He had gold pots to bring water from the sacred rivers to 
wash the Deity, and he offered the Deity very sumptuous food, including 
sweet rice. Once, before he offered the sweet rice, he thought that it was 
too hot, and he thought, “Oh, let me test it. My, it is very hot.”” When he 
put his finger in the sweet rice to test it, his finger was burned and his 
meditation broken. Although he was offering food to the Lord within 
his mind, the Lord accepted it nonetheless. Consequently the Lord in 
Vaikuntha immediately sent a chariot to bring the brahmana back home, 
back to Godhead. Thus it is the duty of every sincere devotee to accept 
the arca-vigraha at home or in the temple and worship the form of the 
Lord as advised in authorized scriptures and directed by the spiritual 
master. 


TEXT 29 


AANA AA AWAIT | 
Heated Seaead BATT AT ATT NRA 


yenopaSsantir bhitanam 
ksullakandém apihatam 
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antarhito ‘ntar-hrdaye 
kasman no veda nasisah 


yena—by which process; upasantih—satisfaction of all desires; bhutanam— 
of the living entities; ksullakanadm—very much fallen; api—although; ihatam 
—desiring many things; antarhitah—hidden; antah-hrdaye—in the core of 
the heart; kasmat— why ; nah—our;veda—He knows;na— not; asisah— desires. 


TRANSLATION 


When the Lord, out of His natural compassion, thinks of His devotee, 
by that process only are all desires of the neophyte devotee fulfilled. The 
Lord is situated in every living entity’s heart, although the living entity 
may be very insignificant. The Lord knows everything about the living 
entity, including all his desires. Although we are very insignificant, why 
should the Lord not know our desires? 


PURPORT 


A very advanced devotee does not think himself advanced. He is always 
very humble. The Supreme Personality of Godhead in His plenary expan- 
sion as the Paramatma, or Supersoul, sits in everyone’s heart and can 
understand the attitudes and desires of His devotees. The Lord also gives 
opportunity to the nondevotees to fulfill their desires, as confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gita (mattah smrtir jiianam apohanam ca). 

Whatever a living entity desires, however insignificant he may be, is 
noted by the Lord, who gives him a chance to fulfill his desires. If the 
desires of the nondevotees are fulfilled, why not those of the devotee? A 
pure devotee simply wants to engage in the service of the Lord without 
material desire, and if he wants this within the core of his heart, where the 
Lord is situated, and if he is without ulterior motive, why should the Lord 
not understand? If a sincere devotee renders service to the Lord or to the 
arca-vigraha, the form of the Lord, all his activities prove successful be- 
cause the Lord is present within his heart and understands his sincerity. 
Thus if a devotee, with all confidence, goes on discharging the prescribed 
duties of devotional service, he will ultimately attain success. 


TEXT 30 


AAI TWSAHANCAN Ad IW | 
TAR | WN FATT TETa: 113 ll 
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asav eva varo ‘smakam 
ipsito jagatah pate 

prasanno bhagavan yesam 
apavarga-gurur gatih 


asau—that; eva—certainly; varah—benediction; asmakam—our; ipsitah— 
desired; jagatah—of the universe; pate—O Lord; prasannah—satisfied; 
bhagavan—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; yesém—with whom; 
apavarga—of transcendental loving service; guruh—the teacher; gatih—the 
ultimate goal of life. 


TRANSLATION 


O Lord of the universe, You are the actual teacher of the science of 
devotional service. We are satisfied that Your Lordship is the ultimate 
goal of our lives, and we pray that You will be satisfied with us. That is 
our benediction. We do not desire anything other than Your full satisfac- 
tion. 


PURPORT 


In thisverse the words apavarga-gurur gatih are very significant. Accord- 
ing to Srimad-Bhagavatam, the Supreme Lord is the ultimate fact of the 
Absolute Truth. Brahmeti paramatmeti bhagavan iti sabdyate (Bhag. 
1.2.11). The Absolute Truth is realized in three features—impersonal 
Brahman, localized Paramatma and ultimately the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Bhagavan. The word apavarga means liberation. Pavarga means 
material existence. In material existence, one always works very hard but 
is ultimately baffled. One then dies and has to accept another body to 
work very hard again. This is the cycle of material existence. A pavarga 
means just the opposite. Instead of working hard like cats and dogs, one 
returns home, back to Godhead. Liberation begins with merging into the 
Brahman effulgence of the Supreme Lord. This conception is held by the 
jiiani-sampradaya, philosophical speculators, but realization of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is higher. When a devotee understands that the 
Lord is satisfied, liberation, or merging into the effulgence of the Lord, is 
notvery difficult. One has to approach the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
through the impersonal Brahman effulgence just as one has to approach 
the sun through the sunshine. It is not very difficult to merge into the 
impersonal effulgence of the Lord, Brahman, if one has satisfied the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
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at amASSUTY AY TACTTa: Taq | 
A Teaeafaqatat ASered rt HIT 321 


varam urnimahe ‘thapi 
natha tvat paratah parat 

na hy antas tvad-vibhitinam 
so “nanta iti giyase 


varam—benediction;vrnimahe—we shall pray for; athapi—therefore; natha 
—O Lord; tvat—from You; paratah parat—beyond the transcendence; na— 
not; hi—certainly ; antah—end; tvat— Your; vibhiitinam—of opulences; sah— 
Y ou; anantah—unlimited; iti—thus; giyase—are celebrated. 


TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, we shall therefore pray for Your benediction because You 
are the Supreme beyond all transcendence and because there is no end to 
Your opulences. Consequently You are celebrated by the name Ananta. 


PURPORT 


There was no need for the Pracetas to ask any benediction from the 
Supreme Lord because the devotees are simply satisfied by the presence 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Dhruva Maharaja practiced severe 
austerities and penances to see the Supreme Lord, and his intention was 
to receive benediction from the Lord. He wanted to acquire the throne of 
his father—or attain an even better position—but when he was actually in 
the presence of the Supreme Lord, he forgot everything. He said, “My 
dear Lord, I do not wish to ask any benediction.” This is the actual 
position of the devotee. The devotee simply wants to be in the presence 
of the Supreme Lord—either in this world or in the next—and engage in 
His service. That is the ultimate goal and benediction for the devotees. 

The Lord asked the Pracetas to pray for some benediction, and they 
said, ‘““What kind of benediction should we pray for? The Lord is unlimited, 
and there are unlimited benedictions.”’ The purport is that if one must ask 
for benediction, he must ask for unlimited benediction. The words tvat 
paratah are very significant in this verse. The Supreme Personality of 
Godhead is paratah parat. The word para means transcendental, beyond 
this material world. The impersonal Brahman effulgence is beyond this 
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material world, and this is called param padam. Aruhya krcchrena param 
padam (Bhag. 10.2.32). Merging into the impersonal effulgence of the 
Lord is called param padam, but there is a higher transcendental position, 
which is the association of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Brahmeti 
paramatmeti bhagavan iti sabdyate (Bhag. 1.2.11). The Absolute Truth is 
realized first as impersonal Brahman, then as Paramatma, and finally as 
Bhagavan. Thus the Personality of Godhead, Bhagavan, is paratah parat, 
beyond Brahman and Paramatma realization. In this connection, Srila 
Jiva Gosvami points out that paratah parat means “better than the best.”’ 
The best is the spiritual world, and it is known as Brahman. The Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, however, is known as Parabrahman. Therefore 
paratah parat means “better than Brahman realization.” 

As will be explained in the next verse, the Pracetas planned to ask the 
Lord for something that has no limit. The Lord’s pastimes, qualities, forms 
and names are all unlimited. There is no limit to His name, forms, pastimes, 
creation and paraphernalia. The living entity cannot conceive of the un- 
limitedness of the unlimited. However, if living entities are engaged in 
hearing about the unlimited potencies of the Supreme Lord, they are fac- 
tually connected directly to the unlimited. Such understanding of the un- 
limited becomes unlimited by hearing and chanting. 


TEXT 32 
TAASTAT SY ARSHTA VIA | 
TITS LAS ATATE TTC FG TTATS WARM 


parijate ‘iijasa labdhe 
sarango ‘nyan na sevate 

tvad-anghri-mitlam asadya 
saksat kim kim vrnimahi 


parijate—the celestial tree known as parijata; afijasa— completely ; labdhe 
—having achieved; sarangah—a bee; anyat—other; na sevate— does not resort 
to; tvat-anghri— Your lotus feet; mulam—the root of everything; asadya— 
having approached; saksat— directly ; kim— what; kim—what;vrnimahi— may 
we ask. 


TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, when the bee approaches the celestial tree called the parijata, 
it certainly does not leave the tree, because there is no need for such 
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action. Similarly, when we have approached Your lotus feet and taken 
shelter of them, what further benediction may we ask of You? 


PURPORT 


When a devotee is actually engaged in the service of the lotus feet of the 
Lord, his engagement in itself is so perfect that there is no need to ask for 
further benediction. When a bee approaches the paridta tree, it gets un- 
limited supplies of honey. There is no need to go to another tree. If one is 
fixed in the service of the lotus feet of the Lord, there is unlimited 
transcendental bliss, and as such there is no need to ask for further bene- 
diction. The parijata tree is not commonly found within this material 
world. The parijadta tree is also known as kalpa-urksa, or the wish-fulfilling 
tree. One can get anything he desires from such a tree. In the material 
world, one can get oranges from an orange tree or mangoes from a mango 
tree, but there is no possibility of getting oranges from a mango tree or 
vice versa. However, one can get whatever he wants from the parijata 
tree—oranges, mangoes, bananas, and so on. This tree is found in the 
spiritual world. Cintamani-prakara-sadmasu kalpa-vrksa-laksavrtesu. The 
spiritual world, cintamani-dhama, is surrounded by these kalpa-urksa trees, 
but the parijata tree is also found in the kingdom of Indra, that is, on 
Indra’s heavenly planet. This parijata tree was brought by Krsna to please 
Satyabhama, one of His queens, and this tree was implanted in the Dvaraka 
mansions constructed for the queens. The lotus feet of the Lord are exact- 
ly like the parijata trees, or wish-fulfilling trees, and the devotees are like 
bumblebees. They are always attracted by the lotus feet of the Lord. 


TEXT 33 


TA ATA LIST BAT FE BA: | 
MIKISHASTA AF: Br A AF 1133 


yavat te mayaya sprsta 
bhramama tha karmabhih 

tavad bhavat-prasanganarn 
sangah syan no bhave bhave 


yavat—aslong as; te— Y our; mayayda—by the illusory energy; sprstah—con- 
taminated; bhramamah—we wander; tha—in this material world; karmabhih 
—by the reaction of fruitive activities; tavat—so long; bhavat-prasanganam— 
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of Your loving devotees; sangah—association; syat—let there be; nah—our; 
bhave bhave—in every species of life. 


TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, as long as we have to remain within this material world due 
to our material contamination and wander from one type of body to 
another and from one planet to another, we pray that we may associate 
with those who are engaged in discussing Your pastimes. We pray for this 
benediction life after life, in different bodily forms and on different planets. 


PURPORT 


This is the best benediction that a devotee can ask of the Supreme Lord. 
This is also confirmed by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu: sthane sthitah sruti- 
gatam tanu-van-manobhih (Bhag. 10.14.3). One may be in one position or 
another according to destiny, but in any case one must continue to hear 
about the activities and pastimes of the Supreme Lord, regardless of cir- 
cumstances. A pure devotee does not pray for liberation or for cessation 
of the cycle of birth and death because he does not consider that important. 
The most important thing for a devotee is getting a chance to hear about 
the pastimes and glories of the Lord. The devotees who engage in the service 
of the Lord in this world will have the same opportunity in the spiritual 
world also. Thus for a devotee, everything is in the spiritual world, for as 
long as he can hear about the pastimes of the Lord, or wherever he can 
chant, the Lord is personally present. Tatra tisthami narada yatra gayanti 
mad-bhaktah. When the pure devotees assemble to chant, hear and talk 
about the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the place where they assemble 
becomes Vaikuntha. For the devotee there is no need to pray to the Lord 
for transferral to the Vaikuntha world. A pure devotee can create 
Vaikuntha or Vrndavana anywhere simply by chanting the glories of the 
Lord without offense. 

The Pracetas pray for an opportunity to hear of the glories of the Lord 
in every form of life (bhave bhave). A living entity transmigrates from one 
body to another. The devotee is not particularly eager to stop this process. 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu prays, mama janmani janmanisvare bhavatad bhaktir 
ahaituki tvayi: ‘My dear Lord, life after life may I be fixed in Your pure 
devotional service.” Out of humility, a devotee considers himself unfit to 
be transferred to the spiritual world. He always thinks himself contami- 
nated by the modes of material nature. Nor is there any need for a devotee 
to ask to be freed from the modes of material nature. Devotional service 
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itself is in the transcendental position; therefore there is no question of 
asking for this special facility. The conclusion is that a pure devotee is not 
anxious to stop the repetition of birth and death, but is always eager to 
associate with other devotees who are engaged in chanting and hearing 
about the glories of the Lord. 


TEXT 34 


qa waale a a aga | 
aTaaeaRea aeatat fans: ze 


tulayama lavenapi 
na svargam napunar-bhavam 
bhagavat-sangi-sangasya 
martyanam kim utasisah 


tulayamah—we compare; lavena—with a moment; api—even; na—not; 
svargam—attainment of the heavenly planets; na—not; apunah-bhavam— 
merging into the Brahman effulgence; bhagavat—of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead; sangi— with associates; saigasya—of association; martyanam— 
of persons who are destined to die; kim uta—how much less; dsisah— 
benedictions. 


TRANSLATION 


Even a moment’s association with a pure devotee cannot be compared 
to being transferred to heavenly planets or even merging into the Brahman 
effulgence in complete liberation. For living entities who are destined to 
give up the body and die, association with pure devotees is the highest 
benediction. 


PURPORT 


The great saint Prabodhananda Sarasvati, a devotee of Lord Caitanya, 
has stated: kaivalyarh naraka@yate tridasa-pir Gkasa-puspayate. For a pure 
devotee, kawalya, merging into the existence of Brahman, the Brahman 
effulgence, is no better than living in hell. Similarly, he considers promo- 
tion to heavenly planets (tridasa-pir) just another kind of phantasmagoria. 
In other words, a pure devotee does not place much value in the destina- 
tion of the karmis (the heavenly planets), nor in the destination of the 
jnanis (merging into the Brahman effulgence). A pure devotee considers 
a moment’s association with another pure devotee to be far superior to 
residing in a heavenly planet or merging in the Brahman effulgence. The 
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topmost benediction for those who are living in this material world and 
are subjected to the repetition of birth and death (transmigration) is asso- 
ciation with pure devotees. One should search out such pure devotees and 
remain with them. That will make one completely happy, even though 
living within the material world. This Krsna consciousness movement is 
started for that purpose. A person who is overly affected materially may 
take advantage of this movement and become intimately associated with 
it. In this way the confused and frustrated inhabitants of this material 
world may find the highest happiness in association with devotees. 


TEXT 35 


TAHT FAI FNATMNA ATA Ta | 
frat Ta yay alam TT HT RUM 


yatredyante katha mystas 
trsnayah prasamo yatah 

nirvairam yatra bhitesu 
nodvego yatra kascana 


yatra—where; idyante—are worshiped or discussed; kathah—words; 
mrstah—pure; trsnayah—of material hankerings; prasamah-— satisfaction; 
yatah—by which; nirvairam—nonenviousness; yatra—where; bhitesu— 
among living entities; na— not; udvegah—fear; yatra— where; kascana—any. 


TRANSLATION 


Whenever pure topics of the transcendental world are discussed, the 
members of the audience forget all kinds of material hankerings, at least 
for the time being. Not only that, but they are no longer envious of one 
another, nor do they suffer from anxiety or fear. 


PURPORT 


Vaikuntha means “‘without anxiety,” and the material world means full 
of anxiety. As stated by Prahlada Maharaja: sada samudvigna-dhiyam asad- 
grahat (Bhag. 7.5.5). The living entities who have accepted this material 
world as a residence are full of anxiety. A place immediately becomes 
Vaikuntha whenever the holy topics of the Personality of Godhead are 
discussed by pure devotees. This is the process of Sravanam kirtanam 
visnoh, chanting and hearing about the Supreme Lord Visnu. As the Su- 
preme Lord Himself confirms: 
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naham tisthami vaikunthe 
yoginam hrdayesu va 

tatra tisthami narada 
yatra gayanti mad-bhaktah 


“My dear Narada, actually I do not reside in My abode, Vaikuntha, nor do 
I reside within the hearts of yogis, but I reside in that place where Mv 
pure devotees chant My holy name and discuss My form, pastimes and 
qualities.” Because of the presence of the Lord in the form of the tran- 
scendental vibration, the Vaikuntha atmosphere is evoked. This atmosphere 
is without fear and anxiety. One living entity does not fear another. By 
hearing the holy names and glories of the Lord, a person executes pious ac- 
tivities. Srnvatam sva-kathah krsnah punya-sravana-kirtanah (Bhag. 1.2.17). 
Thus his material hankerings immediately stop. This saikirtana movement 
started by the Society for Krishna Consciousness is meant for creating 
Vaikuntha, the transcendental world that is without anxiety, even in this 
material world. The method is the propagation of the sravanam kirtanam 
process throughout the world. In the material world everyone is envious 
of his fellow man. Animalistic envy exists in human society as long as 
there is no performance of sankirtana-yajiia, the chanting of the holy 
names—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare 
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. The Pracetas therefore decided to remain 
always in the society of devotees, and they considered that to be the 
highest benediction possible in human life. 


TEXT 36 
TA ARTAT: AAT AT ANAAy ae | 
ITA AHA FHAF! FA? TA UM 


yatra narayanah saksad 
bhagavan nyasinam gatih 

samstiyate sat-kathasu 
mukta-sangaih punah punah 


yatra—where; narayanah— Lord Narayana; saéksat— directly; bhagavan— 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead; nyasinam—of persons in the 
renounced order of life; gatih—the ultimate goal; samstityate—is worshiped ; 
sat-kathasu—by discussing the transcendental vibration; mukta-sangaih— 
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by those who are liberated from material contamination; punah punah— 
again and again. 


TRANSLATION 


The Supreme Lord, Narayana, is present amongst devotees who are en- 
gaged in hearing and chanting the holy name of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. Lord Narayana is the ultimate goal of sannyasis, those in the 
renounced order of life, and Narayana is worshiped through this sankirtana 
movement by those who are liberated from material contamination. Indeed, 
they recite the holy name again and again. 


PURPORT 


The Mayavadi sannyasis are missing the real presence of Narayana. 
This is because they falsely claim to be Narayana Himself. According to 
the customary etiquette of Mayavadi sannyasis, they address one another 
as Narayana. To say that everyone is a temple of Narayana is correct, but 
to accept another human being as Narayana is a great offense. The con- 
ception of daridra-narayana (poor Narayana), an attempt to identify the 
poor with Narayana, is also a great offense. Even to identify Narayana 
with demigods like Lord Brahma and Lord Siva is an offense. 


yas tu narayanam devam 
brahma-rudradi-daivataih 
samatvenaiva vikseta 
sa pasandi bhaved dhruvam 


“One who considers Lord Narayana on a level with great demigods like 
Lord Brahma and Lord Siva is immediately listed amongst nonbelievers.”” 
The fact is that by performing san kirtana-yajiia one can immediately please 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Then Narayana Himself descends 
and immediately is present. In this age of Kali, Narayana is immediately 
present in the form of Lord Caitanya. Concerning Lord Caitanya, Srimad- 
Bhagavatam states: 


krsna-varnam tvisakrsnam 
sangopangastra-parsadam 

yajnaih sankirtana-prayair 
yajanti hi sumedhasah 


‘In the age of Kali, intelligent persons perform congregational chanting to 
worship the incarnation of Godhead who constantly sings the name of 
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Krsna. Although His complexion is not blackish, He is Krsna Himself. He 
is accompanied by His associates, servants, weapons and confidential com- 
panions.”’ (Bhag. 11.5.32) 

After all, human life is meant for pleasing Narayana, and this can easily 
be done by performing sankirtana-yajria. Whenever there is congregational 
chanting of the holy names of the Lord, Gaura Narayana, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead in His incarnation as Lord Caitanya, immediately 
appears and is worshiped by sanrkirtana-yajiia. 

In this verse it is said that Narayana is nyasinam gatih, the ultimate goal 
of the sannyasis. The goal of those who have renounced the material 
world is the attainment of Narayana. A Vaisnava sannyasi therefore dedi- 
cates his life to serving Narayana; he does not falsely claim to be Narayana. 
Instead of becoming nirvaira (nonenvious of other living entities), one who 
tries to become Narayana becomes envious of the Supreme Lord. Therefore 
the attempt to become Narayana constitutes the greatest offense. Actually 
when one chants or discusses the transcendental activities of the Lord, he 
immediately becomes nonenvious. In this material world everyone is 
envious of everyone else, but by vibrating or discussing the holy name of 
the Lord, one becomes nonenvious and devoid of material hankering. 
Because of our envy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, we have 
become envious of all other living entities. When we are no longer envious 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, there will be real peace, unity 
and fraternity in human society. Without Narayana or sankirtana-yajiia 
there cannot be peace in this material world. 


TEXT 37 
aa Raval weeat dbrtat wara=sar | 
Waa fe a TAA ATH AanTA: 113091! 


tesam vicaratam padbhyam 
tirthanam pavanecchaya 

bhitasya kim na roceta 
tavakanam samagamah 


tesam—of them; vicaratam—who travel; padbhyam—by their feet; 
tirthanam—the holy places; pavana-icchaya—with a desire to purify; 
bhitasya—to the materialistic person who is always fearful; kim—why; na— 
not; roceta—becomes pleasing; tavakanam—of Your devotees; samagamah— 
meeting. 
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TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, Your personal associates, devotees, wander all over the world 
to purify even the holy places of pilgrimage. Is not such activity pleasing 
to those who are actually afraid of material existence? 


PURPORT 


There are two kinds of devotees. One is called gosthanandi and the 
other bhajananandi. The word bhajandnandi refers to the devotee who 
does not move but remains in one place. Such a devotee is always engaged 
in the devotional service of the Lord. He chants the maha-mantra as 
taught by many dcaryas and sometimes goes out for preaching work. The 
gosthanandi is one who desires to increase the number of devotees all 
over the world. He travels all over the world just to purify the world and 
the people residing in it. Caitanya Mahaprabhu advised: prthivite ache 
yata nagaradi grama sarvatra pracara haibe mora nama. Lord Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu wanted His followers to move all over the world and preach 
in every town and village. In the Caitanya-sampradaya those who strictly 
follow the principles of Lord Caitanya must travel all over the world to 
preach the message of Lord Caitanya, which is the same as preaching the 
words of Krsna—Bhagavad-gita—and Srimad-Bhagavatam. The more the 
devotees preach the principles of krsna-katha, the more people throughout 
the world will benefit. 

Devotees like the great sage Narada who travel all over to preach are 
called gosthanandi. Narada Muni is always wandering throughout the uni- 
verse just to create different types of devotees. Narada even made a hunter 
a devotee. He also made Dhruva Maharaja and Prahlada devotees. Actually 
all devotees are indebted to the great sage Narada, for he has wandered 
both in heaven and in hell. A devotee of the Lord is not even afraid of hell. 
He goes to preach the glories of the Lord everywhere—even in hell—because 
there is no distinction between heaven and hell for a devotee. 


narayana-parah sarve 
na kutascana bibhyati 
svargapavarga-narakesv 
api tulyartha-darsinah 


‘A pure devotee of Narayana is never afraid of going anywhere and every- 
where. For him heaven and hell are one and the same.” (Bhag. 6.17.28) 
Such devotees, wandering all over the world, deliver those who are actu- 
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ally afraid of this material existence. Some people are already disgusted 
with material existence, being confused and frustrated by material enjoy- 
ment, and some people, who are intelligent, are interested in understanding 
the Supreme Lord. Both may take advantage of the pure devotee who 
wanders throughout the world. 

When a pure devotee goes to a place of pilgrimage, he desires to purify 
that holy place of pilgrimage. Many sinful men bathe in the holy waters of the 
places of pilgrimage. They take their baths in the waters of the Ganges 
and Yamuna at places such as Prayag, Vrndavana and Mathura. In this way 
the sinful men are purified, but their sinful actions and reactions remain 
at the holy places of pilgrimage. When a devotee comes to take his bath at 
those places of pilgrimage, the sinful reactions left by the sinful men are 
neutralized by the devotee. Tirthi-kurvanti tirthani svantah-sthena gada- 
bhrta (Bhag. 1.13.10). Because the devotee always carries the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead within his heart, wherever he goes becomes a place 
of pilgrimage, a holy place for understanding the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. It is therefore the duty of everyone to associate with a pure 
devotee and thus attain freedom from material contamination. Everyone 
should take advantage of the wandering devotees whose only business is 
to deliver conditioned souls from the clutches of maya. 


TEXT 38 


wa FT aaa wa 
fra ay: YNaETaa | 
aqareaa wg aza- 
Rand ara as Ta A Well 


vayam tu saksad bhagavan bhavasya 
priyasya sakhyuh ksana-sangamena 

suduscikitsyasya bhavasya mrtyor 
bhisaktamam tvddya gatim gatah sma 


vayam—we; tu—then; sdksat—directly; bhagavan—O Lord; bhavasya— of 
Lord Siva; priyasya—very dear; sakhyuh—Your friend; ksana—for a moment; 
saigamena—by association; suduéscikitsyasya—very difficult to cure; 
bhavasya—of material existence; mrt yoh—of death; bhisak-tamam—the most 
expert physician; tu€a— You; adya—today; gatim—destination; gatah—have 
achieved; sma—certainly. 
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TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, by virtue of a moment’s association with Lord Siva, who is 
very dear to You and who is Your most intimate friend, we were fortunate 
to attain You. You are the most expert physician capable of treating the 
incurable disease of material existence. On account of our great fortune, 
we have been able to take shelter at Your lotus feet. 


PURPORT 


It has been said: harim vind na srtim taranti. Without taking shelter of 
the lotus feet of the Personality of Godhead, one cannot attain relief from 
the clutches of maya, the repetition of birth, old age, disease and death. 
The Pracetas received the shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
by the grace of Lord Siva. Lord Siva is the supreme devotee of Lord Visnu, 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Vaisnavanam yatha sambhuh: The 
most exalted Vaisnava is Lord Siva, and those who are actually devotees 
of Lord Siva follow Lord Siva’s advice and take shelter at the lotus feet of 
Lord Visnu. The so-called devotees of Lord Siva who are simply after ma- 
terial prosperity are in a way deceived by Lord Siva. He does not actually 
deceive them, because Lord Siva has no business deceiving people, but 
because the so-called devotees of Lord Siva want to be deceived, Lord 
Siva, who is very easily pleased, allows them all kinds of material benedic- 
tions. These benedictions might ironically result in the destruction of the 
so-called devotees. For instance, Ravana took all material benediction 
from Lord Siva, but the result was that he was ultimately destroyed with 
his family, kingdom and everything else because he misused Lord Siva’s 
benediction. Because of his material power, he became very proud and 
puffed up so that he dared kidnap the wife of Lord Ramacandra. In this 
way he was ruined. To get material benedictions from Lord Siva is not 
difficult, but actually these are not benedictions. The Pracetas received 
benediction from Lord Siva, and as a result they attained the shelter of 
the lotus feet of Lord Visnu. This is real benediction. The gopis also wor- 
shiped Lord Siva in Vrndavana, and the Lord is still staying there as 
Gopiévara. The gopis, however, prayed that Lord Siva bless them by giving 
them Lord Krsna as their husband. There is no harm in worshiping the 
demigods, provided that one’s aim is to return home, back to Godhead. 
Generally people go to the demigods for material benefit, as indicated in 
Bhagavad-gita: 


kamais tats tair hrta-jiidnah 


prapadyante ’nya-devatah 


1538 Srimad-Bhagavatam [Canto 4, Ch. 30 


tam tam niyamam asthaya 
prakrtya niyatah svaya 


“Those whose minds are distorted by material desires surrender unto 
demigods and follow the particular rules and regulations of worship ac- 
cording to their own natures.” (Bg. 7.20) 

One enamored by material benefits is called hrta-jrana (one who has 
lost his intelligence). In this connection it is to be noted that sometimes 
in revealed scriptures Lord Siva is described as being nondifferent from 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The point is that Lord Siva and 
Lord Visnu are so intimately connected that there is no difference in 
opinion. The actual fact is: ekale isvara krsna, ara saba bhrtya. ‘““The only 
supreme master is Krsna, and all others are His devotees or servants.” 
(Ce. Adi 5.142) This is the real fact, and there is no difference of opinion 
between Lord Siva and Lord Visnu in this connection. Nowhere in revealed 
scripture does Lord Siva claim to be equal to Lord Visnu. This is simply 
the creation of the so-called devotees of Lord Siva, who claim that Lord 
Siva and Lord Visnu are one. This is strictly forbidden in the vaisnava- 
tantra: yas tu narayanam devam. Lord Visnu, Lord Siva and Lord Brahma 
are intimately connected as master and servants. Siva-virifici-nutam. Vignu 
is honored and offered obeisances by Lord Siva and Lord Brahma. To 
consider that they are all equal is a great offense. They are all equal in the 
sense that Lord Visnu is the Supreme Personality of Godhead and all others 
are His eternal servants. 


TEXTS 39-40 
Ta: add wea: wariear 
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yan nah svadhitam guravah prasadita 
vipras ca urddhas ca sad-anuurttya 

arya natah suhrdo bhrataras ca 
sarvani bhiitany anasiityayaiva 


yan nah sutaptam tapa etad isa 
nirandhasam kalam adabhram apsu 

sarvam tad etat purusasya bhimno 
vrnimahe te paritosanaya 


yat—what; nah—by us; svadhitam—studied; guravah—superior persons, 
spiritual masters; prasaditah—satisfied; viprah—the brahmanas; ca—and; 
vrddhah—those who are elderly; ca—and; sat-adnuvrttya—by our gentle 
behavior; aryah—those who are advanced in spiritual knowledge; natah— 
were offered obeisances; su-hrdah—friends; bhratarah—brothers; ca—and; 
sarvani—all; bhiitani—living entities; anasiityaya—without any enviousness; 
eva—certainly; yat—what; nah—of us; su-taptam—severe; tapah—penance; 
etat—this; ifa—O Lord; nirandhasam—without taking any food; kalam— 
time; adabhram-— for a long duration; apsu— within the water; sarvam—all; 
tat—that; etat—this; purusasya—of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; 
bhiimnah—the most exalted; vrnimahe—we want this benediction; te—of 
You; paritosanaya—for the satisfaction. 


TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, we have studied the Vedas, accepted a spiritual master, and 
offered respect to brahmanas, advanced devotees and aged personalities 
who are spiritually very advanced. We have offered our respects to them, 
and we have not been envious of any brother, friends or anyone else. We 
have also undergone severe austerities within the water and have not taken 
food for a long time. All these spiritual assets of ours are simply offered 
for Your satisfaction. We pray for this benediction only, and nothing more. 


PURPORT 


As stated in Srimad-Bhdgavatam, samsiddhir hari-tosanam: the real 
perfection of life is pleasing the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Vedais 
ca sarvair aham eva vedyah: In understanding the Vedas, one has to under- 
stand the Supreme Personality of Godhead. One who has actually under- 
stood Him surrenders unto Him after many, many births. We find all these 
qualifications in the Pracetas. They underwent severe austerities and 
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penances within the water, and they did not take any food for a very long 
time. They practiced these austerities not for material benediction but for 
the satisfaction of the Supreme Lord. One may engage in any business— 
material or spiritual—but the purpose should be the satisfaction of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. This verse presents a perfect picture of 
Vedic civilization. People training to become devotees should be respectful 
not only to the Supreme Personality of Godhead but also to those who 
are elderly in knowledge, who are Aryans and actual devotees of the Lord. 
An Aryan is one who does not boast but is an actual devotee of the Lord. 
Aryan means advanced. Formerly, those who claimed to be Aryans had to 
be devotees of the Lord. For instance, in Bhagavad-gita Krsna chastised 
Arjuna by saying that he was speaking like a non-Aryan. 


sri bhagavan uvaca 
kutas tua kasmalam idam 

visame samupasthitam 
anarya-justam asvargyam 

akirtt-karam arjuna 


“The Supreme Person [Bhagavan] said: My dear Arjuna, how have these 
impurities come upon you? They are not at all befitting a man who knows 
the progressive values of life. They do not lead to higher planets, but to 
infamy.” (Bg. 2.2) 

Arjuna, the ksatriya, was refusing to fight despite being directly ordered 
by the Supreme Lord. He was thus chastised by the Lord as belonging to a 
non-Aryan family. Anyone who is advanced in the devotional service of 
the Lord certainly knows his duty. It does not matter whether this duty is 
violent or nonviolent. If it is sanctioned and ordered by the Supreme Lord, 
it must be performed. An Aryan performs his duty. It is not that the 
Aryans are unnecessarily inimical to living entities. The Aryans never main- 
tained slaughterhouses, and they are never enemies of poor animals. The 
Pracetaés underwent severe austerities for many, many years, even within 
the water. Accepting austerities and penances is the avowed business of 
those interested in advanced civilization. 

The word nirandhasam means without food. Eating voraciously and 
unnecessarily is not the business of an Aryan. Rather, the eating process 
should be restricted as far as possible. When Aryans eat, they eat only 
prescribed eatables. Regarding this, the Lord says in Bhagavad-gita: 


patram puspam phalam toyam 
yo me bhaktya prayacchati 
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tad aham bhakty-upahrtam 


asnami prayatatmanah 


‘If one offers Me with love and devotion a leaf, a flower, fruit or water, I 
will accept it.” (Bg. 9.26) 

Thus there are restrictions for the advanced Aryans. Although the Lord 
Himself can eat anything and everything, He nonetheless restricts Himself 
to vegetables, fruits, milk, and so on. This verse thus describes the activities 
of those who claim to be Aryans. 


TEXT 41 


Td: SIT way 
{seq ATMA: | 
Os CMCC MM LEA 
TATETAL CASSCHAA WA? 1122 


manuh svayambhir bhagavan bhavas ca 
ye ‘nye tapo-jidana-visuddha-sattvah 
adrsta-para api yan-mahimnah 
stuvanty atho tvdtma-samam grnimah 


manuh—Svayambhuva Manu; svayam-bhiih—Lord Brahma; bhagavan— 
the most powerful; bhavah—Lord Siva; ca—also; ye—who; anye—others; 
tapah—by austerity; jiiana—by knowledge; visuddha— pure; sattvah—whose 
existence; adrsta-parah—who cannot see the end; api—although; yat— Your; 
mahimnah—of glories; stuvanti—they offer prayers; atho—therefore; tua— 
unto You; atma-samam—according to capacity; grnimah—we offered 
prayers. 


TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, even great yogis and mystics who are very much advanced by 
virtue of austerities and knowledge and who have completely situated 
themselves in pure existence, as well as great personalities like Manu, Lord 
Brahm and Lord Siva, cannot fully understand Your glories and potencies. 
Nonetheless they have offered their prayers according to their own capaci- 
ties. In the same way, we, although much lower than these personalities, 
also offer our prayers according to our own capability. 
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PURPORT 


Lord Brahma, Lord Siva, Manu (the father of mankind), great saintly 
persons and also great sages who have elevated themselves to the tran- 
scendental platform through austerities and penance, as well as devotional 
service, are imperfect in knowledge compared to the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. This is the case with anyone within this material world. No 
one can be equal to the Supreme Lord in anything, certainly not in knowl- 
edge. Consequently anyone’s prayer to the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead is never complete. It is not possible to measure the complete 
glories of the Supreme Lord, who is unlimited. Even the Lord Himself in 
His incarnation as Ananta or Sega cannot describe His own glories. Al- 
though Ananta has many thousands of faces and has been glorifying the 
Lord for many, many years, He could not find the limit of the glories of 
the Lord. Thus it is not possible to estimate the complete potencies and 
glories of the Supreme Lord. 

Nonetheless, everyone in devotional service can offer essential prayers 
to the Lord. Everyone is situated in a relative position, and no one is per- 
fect in glorifying the Lord. Beginning with Lord Brahma and Lord Siva 
down to ourselves, everyone is the servant of the Supreme Lord. We are all 
situated in relative positions according to our own karma. Yet every one of 
us can offer prayers with heart and soul as far as we can appreciate the 
Lord’s glories. That is our perfection. Even when one is in the darkest 
region of existence, he is allowed to offer prayers to the Lord according to 
his own capacity. The Lord therefore says in Bhagavad-gita: 

mam hi partha vyapasrit ya 
ye ‘pi syuh papa-yonayah 
striyo vaisyds tathd sidras 
te ‘pi yanti param gatim 
‘“O son of Prtha, those who take shelter in Me, though they be of lower 
birth—woman, vaisyas [merchants], as well as siédras [workers]—can ap- 
proach the supreme destination.” (Bg. 9.32) 

If one seriously accepts the lotus feet of the Lord, he is purified by the 
erace of the Lord and by the grace of the Lord’s servant. This is confirmed 
by Sukadeva Gosvami: ye ‘nye ca papa yad apagrayasrayah sudhyanti 
tasmai prabhavisnave namah (Bhag. 2.4.18). One who is brought under the 
lotus feet of the Lord by the endeavor of the Lord’s servant, the spiritual 
master, is certainly immediately purified, however lowborn he may be. He 
becomes eligible to return home, back to Godhead. 
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TEXT 42 
qu ama Us ge WM 1 
Wat AIM ast WAI AM veil 


namah samaya suddhaya 
purusaya paraya ca 

vasudevaya sattvaya 
tubhyam bhagavate namah 


namah—we offer our respectful obeisances; samaya—who is equal to 
everyone; suddhaya—who is never contaminated by sinful activities; 
purusaya—unto the Supreme Person; paraya—transcendental; ca—also; 
vasudevaya—living everywhere; sattvaya—who is in the transcendental 
position; tubhyam—unto You; bhagavate—the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; namah— obeisances. 


TRANSLATION 


Dear Lord, You have no enemies or friends. Therefore You are equal to 
everyone. You cannot be contaminated by sinful activities, and Your tran- 
scendental form is always beyond the material creation. You are the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead because You remain everywhere within 
all existence. You are consequently known as Vasudeva. We offer You our 
respectful obeisances. 


PURPORT 


The Supreme Personality of Godhead is known as Vasudeva because He 
lives everywhere. The word vas means “to live.” As stated in Brahma- 
samhita, eko ‘py asau racayitum jagad-anda-kotim: the Lord, through His 
plenary portion, enters into each and every universe to create the material 
manifestation. He also enters into each and every heart in all living entities 
and into each and every atom also (paramanu-cayantara-stham). Because 
the Supreme Lord lives everywhere, He is known as Vasudeva. Although 
He lives everywhere within the material world, He is not contaminated by 
the modes of nature. The Lord is therefore described in [sopanisad as 
apapa-viddham. He is never contaminated by the modes of material nature. 
When the Lord descends on this planet, He acts in many ways. He kills 
demons and performs acts not sanctioned by the Vedic principles, that is, 
acts considered sinful. Even though He acts in such a way, He is never 
contaminated by His action. He is therefore described herein as suddha, 
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meaning always free from contamination. The Lord is also sama, equal to 
everyone. In this regard, He states in Bhagavad-gita: 


samo ‘ham sarva-bhitesu 
na me dvesyo ‘sti na priyah 
ye bhajanti tu mam bhaktya 
may te tesu capy aham 


‘“‘l envy no one, nor am I partial to anyone. I am equal to all. But whoever 
renders service unto Me in devotion is a friend, is in Me, and I am also a 
friend to him.” (Bg. 9.29) The Lord has no one as His friend or enemy, 
and He is equal to everyone. 

The word sattvaya indicates that the form of the Lord is not material. It 
is sac-cid-ananda-vigraha. Isvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah. 
His body is different from our material bodies. One should not think that 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead has a material body like ours. 


TEXT 43 
HAY TUF 
gfe oo wNaifaeeat ait: 
TARAS = - ACTA | 
ateaat TWAT As 
So MEP ICICCCUCIOmT PET 


maitreya uvaca 
iti pracetobhir abhistuto harih 
pritas tathety aha saranya-vatsalah 
anicchatam yanam atrpta-caksusam 
yayau sva-dhamanapavarga-viryah 


maitreyah uvaca— Maitreya said; iti—thus; pracetobhih—by the Pracetas; 
abhistutah—being praised; harih—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; 
pritah—being pleased; tatha—so; iti—thus; adha—said; saranya—to the 
surrendered souls; vatsalah—affectionate; anicchatam—not desiring; yanam— 
His departure; atrpta—not satisfied; caksusam—their eyes; yayau— He left; 
sva-dhama—to His own abode; anapavarga-viryah— whose prowess is never 
defeated. 
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TRANSLATION 


The great sage Maitreya continued: My dear Vidura, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, who is the protector of surrendered souls, being 
thus addressed by the Pracetas and worshiped by them, replied, “May 
whatever You have prayed for be fulfilled.’’ After saying this, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, whose prowess is never defeated, left. The 
Pracetas were unwilling to be separated from Him because they had not 
seen Him to their full satisfaction. 


PURPORT 


The word anapavarga-virya is significant in this verse. The word ana 
means “‘without,” pavarga means “the materialistic way of life,” and virya 
means “‘prowess.”’ The prowess of the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
always contains six basic opulences, one of which is renunciation. Al- 
though the Pracetas desired to see the Lord to their full satisfaction, the 
Lord nonetheless left. According to Srila Jiva Gosvami, this is an exhibition 
of His kindness to innumerable other devotees. Although He was being 
attracted by the Pracetas, He left. This is an example of His renunciation. 
This renunciation was also exhibited by Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu when 
He stayed with Advaita Prabhu after taking sannyasa. All the devotees 
there wanted Him to stay a few days longer, but Lord Caitanya left with- 
out hesitation. The conclusion is that although the Supreme Lord has un- 
limited kindness for His devotees, He is not attached to anyone. He is 
equally kind to His innumerable devotees all over the creation. 


TEXT 44 


aq faala afer seq: | 
AMF AT SASTA Mi Tt Meg aaesa: ysl 


atha niryaya salilat 
pracetasa udanvatah 
viksyakupyan drumais channam 
gam gam roddhum wwocchritath 


atha—thereafter; nirydya—after coming out; salilat—from the water; 
pracetasah—all the Pracetas; udanvatah—of the sea;viksya—having observed; 
akupyan—became very angry; drumath—by trees; channam— covered; gam— 
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the world; gam—the heavenly planets; roddhum—to obstruct; wa—as if; 
ucchritaih—very tall. 


TRANSLATION 


Thereafter all the Pracetas emerged from the waters of the sea. They 
then saw that all the trees on land had grown very tall as if to obstruct 
the path of the heavenly planets. These trees had covered the entire surface 
of the world. At this time the Pracetas became very angry. 


PURPORT 


King Pracinabarhisat left his kingdom before his sons arrived after their 
execution of penance and austerity. The sons, the Pracetas, were ordered 
by the Supreme Personality of Godhead to come out of the water and go 
to the kingdom of their father in order to take care of that kingdom. 
However, when they came out, they saw that everything had been neglect- 
ed due to the King’s absence. They first observed that foodgrains were 
not being produced and that there were no agricultural activities. Indeed, 
the surface of the world was practically covered by very tall trees. It 
seemed as though the trees were determined to stop people from going 
into outer space to reach the heavenly kingdoms. The Pracetas became very 
angry when they saw the surface of the globe covered in this way. They 
desired that the land be cleared for crops. 

It is not a fact that jungles and trees attract clouds and rain, because we 
find rainfall over the sea. Human beings can inhabit any place on the sur- 
face of the earth by clearing jungles and converting land for agricultural 
purposes. People can keep cows, and all economic problems can be solved 
in that way. One need only work to produce grains and take care of the 
cows. The wood found in the jungles may be used for constructing cottages. 
In this way the economic problem of humanity can be solved. At the pres- 
ent moment there are many vacant lands throughout the world, and if 
they are properly utilized, there will be no scarcity of food. As far as rain 
is concerned, it is the performance of yajfa that attracts rain. As stated 
in Bhagavad-gita: . 
annad bhavanti bhittani 

parjanyad anna-sambhavah 
yajfiad bhavati parjanyo 

yajfiah karma-samudbhavah 
‘All living bodies subsist on food grains, which are produced from rains. 
Rains are produced by performance of yajiia [sacrifice] , and yajfia is born 
of prescribed duties.” (Bg. 3.14) 

By performing sacrifice, man will have sufficient rainfall and crops. 
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TEXT 45 


aaa UTA Toa SIT | 
wat fadted sad aadH 2a Ne4ll 


tato ‘gni-marutau rajann 
amujican mukhato rusa 

mahim nirvirudham kartum 
samvartaka watyaye 


tatah—thereafter; agni—fire; marutau—and air; rajan—O King; amujican-- 
they emitted; mukhatah—from their mouths; rusa—out of anger; mahim— 
the earth; nirvirudham—treeless; kartum—to make; samvartakah— the fire 
of devastation; iva—like; atyaye—at the time of devastation. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King, at the time of devastation, Lord Siva emits fire and air 
from his mouth out of anger. To make the surface of the earth completely 
treeless, the Pracetas also emitted fire and air from their mouths. 


PURPORT 


In this verse Vidura is addressed as rajan, which means “‘O King.”’ In this 
regard, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura comments that a dhira never 
becomes angry because he is always situated in devotional service. Ad- 
vanced devotees can control their senses; therefore a devotee can be ad- 
dressed as rajan. A king controls and rules in various ways amongst citizens; 
similarly, one who can control his senses is the king of his senses. He is 


a svami or gosvami. The svamis and gosvamis are therefore sometimes ad- 
dressed as maharaja, or king. 


TEXT 46 
WHAM ATA MTiAezaNy Tey Tame: | 
zs ~ ba 
ARTA: TAMA Fats TAT AT: WEI 


bhasmasat kriyamanams tan 
druman viksya pita-mahah 
agatah Samayam asa 
putran barhismato nayaih 
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bhasmasat—into ashes; kriyamanan—being made; tan—all of them; 
druman—the trees;viksya— seeing ;pita-mahah—Lord Brahma; agatah— came 
there; Samayam dsa—pacified; putran—the sons; barhismatah—of King 
Barhisman; nayaih—by logic. 


TRANSLATION 


After seeing that all the trees on the surface of the earth were being 
turned to ashes, Lord Brahma immediately came to the sons of King 
Barhisman and pacified them with words and logic. 


PURPORT 


Whenever there is some uncommon occurrence on any planet, Lord 
Brahma, being in charge of the whole universe, immediately comes to con- 
trol the situation. Lord Brahma also came when Hiranyakasipu underwent 
severe penances and austerities and made the whole universe tremble. A 
responsible man in any establishment is always alert to keep peace and 
harmony within the establishment. Similarly, Lord Brahma is also al- 
lowed to keep peace and harmony within this universe. He consequently 
pacified the sons of King Barhisman with good logic. 


TEXT 47 


TAS Y Ta Atal staat aa | 
THEA AAAT SIT: ATAAAT Ive 


tatravasista ye urksa 
bhita duhitaram tada 
ujjahrus te pracetobhya 
upadistah svayambhuva 


tatra—there; avasistah—remaining; ye—which; urksah—trees; bhitah— 
being afraid; duhitaram—their daughter; tada—at that time; ujjahruh— 
delivered; te—they; pracetobhyah—unto the Pracetas; upadistah—being 
advised; svayam-bhuva—by Lord Brahma. 


TRANSLATION 


The remaining trees, being very much afraid of the Pracetas, immediately 
delivered their daughter at the advice of Lord Brahma. 
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PURPORT 


The daughter of the trees is referred to in text thirteen of this chapter. 
This daughter was born of Kandu and Pramloca. The society girl Pramloca, 
after giving birth to the child, immediately left for the heavenly kingdom. 
While the child was crying, the King of the moon took compassion upon 
her and saved her by putting his finger into her mouth. This child was 
cared for by the trees, and when she grew up, by the order of Lord 
Brahma, she was delivered to the Pracetas as their wife. The name of the 
girl was Marisa, as the next verse will explain. It was the predominating 
deity of the trees that delivered the daughter. In this connection Srila Jiva 
Gosvami Prabhupada states, urksah tad-adhisthatr-devatah: “The ‘trees’ 
means the controlling deity of those trees.” In Vedic literatures we find 
that there is a controlling deity of the water; similarly, there is a control- 
ling deity of the trees. The Pracetaés were engaged in burning all the trees 
to ashes, and they considered the trees their enemies. To pacify the 
Pracetaés, the predominating deity of the trees, under the advice of Lord 
Brahma, delivered the daughter Marisa. 


TEXT 48 
qT FAN MeemeqiaaaafA | 
Tai | WeaIAT ATTA UVC 


te ca brahmana adesan 
marisam upayemire 

yasyam mahad-avajnanad 
ajany ajana-yonijah 


te—all the Pracetas; ca—also; brahmanah—of Lord Brahma; adesat—by 
the order; mdrisam— Marisa; upayemire—married ; yasyam—in whom; mahat 
—to a great personality; avajfianat—on account of disrespect; ajani—took 
birth; ajana-yoni-jah—the son of Lord Brahma, Daksa. 


TRANSLATION 


Following the order of Lord Brahma, all the Pracetas accepted the girl 
as their wife. From the womb of this girl, the son of Lord Brahma named 
Daksa took birth. Daksa had to take birth in the womb of Marisa due to 
his disobeying and disrespecting Lord Mahadeva [Siva]. Consequently he 
had to give up his body twice. 
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PURPORT 


In this connection the word mahad-avajnanat is significant. King Daksa 
was the son of Lord Brahma; therefore in a previous birth he was a 
brahmana, but because of his behaving like a non-brahmana (abrahmana) 
by insulting or disrespecting Lord Mahadeva, he had to take birth within 
the semen of a ksatriya. That is to say, he became the son of the Pracetas. 
Not only that, but because of his disrespecting Lord Siva, he had to under- 
go the tribulation of taking birth within the womb of a woman. In the 
Daksa-yajfia arena, he was once killed by Lord Siva’s servant, Virabhadra. 
Because that was not sufficient, he again took birth in the womb of Marisa. 
At the end of the Daksa-yajfia and the disastrous incidents there, Daksa 
offered his prayer to Lord Siva. Although he had to give up his body and 
take birth in the womb of a woman impregnated by the semen of a 
ksatriya, he nonetheless received all opulence by the grace of Lord Siva. 
These are the subtle laws of material nature. Unfortunately, people in this 
modern age do not know how these laws are working. Having no knowl- 
edge of the eternity of the spirit soul and its transmigration, the popula- 
tion of the present age is in the greatest ignorance. Because of this, it is 
said in Bhagavatam: mandah sumanda-matayo manda-bhagya hy upadrutah 
(Bhag. 1.1.10). The total population in this age of Kali-yuga is very bad, 


lazy, unfortunate and disturbed by material conditions. 


TEXT 49 


TAI Feat Med MAT Brataga | 
YT: AAG Tal TV: TA Tal ATalaas val 


caksuse tv antare prapte 
prak-sarge kala-vidrute 
yah sasarja praja istah 
sa dakso daiva-coditah 


caksuse—named Caksusa; tu—but; antare—the manvantara; prapte—when 
it happened; prak— previous; sarge—creation; kala-vidrute—destroyed in due 
course of time; yah—one who; sasarja—created; prajah—living entities; 
istah—desirable; sah—he; daksah— Daksa; daiva—by the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead; coditah—inspired. 
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TRANSLATION 


His previous body had been destroyed, but he, the same Daksa, inspired 
by the supreme will, created all the desired living entities in the Caksusa 
manvantara. 


PURPORT 
As stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


sahasra-yuga-paryantam 
ahar yad brahmano viduh 
ratrim yuga-sahasrantam 
te ‘ho-ratra-vido janah 


“By human calculation, a thousand ages taken together is the duration of 
Brahma’s one day. And such also is the duration of his night.” (Bg. 8.17) 

Brahma’s one day consists of one thousand cycles of the four yugas— 
Satya, Tretaé, Dvapara and Kali. In that one day there are fourteen 
manvantaras, and out of these manvantaras this Caksusa manvantara is the 
sixth. The various Manus existing in one day of Lord Brahma are as 
follows: (1) Svayambhuva (2) Svarocisa (3) Uttama (4) Tamasa (5) Raivata 
(6) Caksusa (7) Vaivasvata (8) Savarni (9) Daksa-savarni (10) Brahma- 
savarni (11) Dharma-savarni (12) Rudra-savarni (13) Deva-savarni and (14) 
Indra-savarni. 

Thus there are fourteen Manus in one day of Brahma. In a year there 
are 5,040 Manus. Brahma has to live for one hundred years; consequently 
the total of Manus appearing and disappearing during the life of one 
Brahma is 504,000. This is the calculation for one universe, and there are 
innumerable universes. All these Manus come and go simply by the breath- 
ing process of Maha-Visnu. As stated in the Brahma-samhita: 

yasyatka-nisvasita-kalam athavalambya 
jivanti loma-vilaja jagad-anda-nathah 

visnur mahan sa tha yasya kala-viseso 
govindam adi-purusam tam aham bhajami 


The word jagad-anda-natha means Lord Brahma. There are innumerable 
jagad-anda-natha Brahmas, and thus we can calculate the many Manus. 
The present age is under the control of Vaivasvata Manu. Each Manu lives 
4,320,000 years multiplied by 71. The present Manu has already lived for 
4,320,000 years multiplied by 28. All these long lifespans are ultimately 
ended by the laws of material nature. The controversy of Dakga-yajnia took 
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place in the Svayambhuva manvantara period. As a result, Daksa was 

punished by Lord Siva, but by virtue of his prayers to Lord Siva he became 

eligible to regain his former opulence. According to Visvanatha Cakravarti 

Thakura, Daksa underwent severe penances up to the fifth manvantara. 

Thus at the beginning of the sixth manvantara, known as the Caksusa 

eae Daksa regained his former opulence by the blessings of Lord 
iva. 


TEXTS 50-51 
Tl ATA: Aaa Maetalaatl SA | 
SIMNNET AANA HOTT SaAaTT Moll 


q carina a 
Rita TAS FF aaa 142K 


yo jayamanah sarvesam 
tejas tejasvinam ruca 
svayopadatta daksyac ca 
karmanam daksam abruvan 


tam prajd-sarga-raksayam 
anadir abhisicya ca 

yuyoja yuyuje ‘nyams ca 
$a val sarva-praja-patin 


yah—one who; jayamdnah—just after his birth; sarvesam—of all; tejah— 
the brilliance; tejasvindm—brilliant; rucad—by effulgence; svayd—his; 
updadatta—covered; daksyat—from being expert; ca—and; karmandm—in 
fruitive activities; daksam—Daksga; abruvan—was called; tam—him; praja— 
living beings; sarga—generating; raks@yam—in the matter of maintaining; 
anadih—the firstborn, Lord Brahma; abhisicya—having appointed; ca—also; 
yuy oja—engaged; ywyuje—engaged; anyan—others; ca—and; sah—he; vai— 
certainly ; sarva—all; praja-patin— progenitors of living entities. 


TRANSLATION 


After being born, Daksa, by the superexcellence of his bodily luster, 
covered all others’ bodily opulence. Because he was very expert in per- 
forming fruitive activity, he was called by the name Daksa, meaning ‘‘the 
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very expert.” Lord Brahma therefore engaged Daksa in the work of gener- 
ating living entities and maintaining them. In due course of time, Daksa 
also engaged other prajapatis [progenitors] in the process of generation 
and maintenance. 


PURPORT 


Daksa became almost as powerful as Lord Brahma. Consequently Lord 
Brahma engaged him in generating population. Daksa was very influential 
and opulent. In his own turn, Daksa engaged other prajdpatis, headed by 
Marici. In this way the population of the universe increased. 


Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Fourth Canto, Thirtieth 
Chapter of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “The Activities of the 
Pracetas.”’ 


CHAPTER THIRT Y-ONE 
Narada Instructs the Pracetas 


TEXT 1 
qaqa SA 
a saan savanacntay | 
WT AAA ATA IST MATA Teng WN 2 I 


maitreya uvaca 
tata utpanna-viynana 
asv adhoksaja-bhasitam 
smaranta dtmaje bharyam 
visryya pravrajan grhat 


maitreyaht uvaca— Maitreya said; tatah—thereafter; utpanna—developed; 
vijnanah— possessing perfect knowledge; asu—very soon; adhoksaja—by the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; bhdsitam—what was enunciated; 
smarantah—remembering; atma-je—unto their son; bhdryam—their wife; 
visrjya—after giving; pravrajan—left; grhat—from home. 


TRANSLATION 


The great saint Maitreya continued: After that, the Pracetas lived at 
home for thousands of years and developed perfect knowledge in spiritual 
consciousness. At last they remembered the blessings of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and left home, putting their wife in charge of a 
perfect son. 


PURPORT 


After the Pracetas had finished their penances, they were blessed by the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. The Lord blessed them by telling them 
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that after finishing their family life they would return home, back to 


Godhead, in due course of time. After finishing their family life, which 
lasted thousands of years according to the calculations of the demigods, 
the Pracetaés decided to leave home, putting their wife in the charge of a 
son named Daksa. This is the process of Vedic civilization. In the beginning 
of life, as a brahmacari, one has to undergo severe penances and austerities 
in order to be educated in spiritual values. The brahmacari is never allowed 
to mingle with women and is thus kept from learning about sex enjoyment. 
The basic flaw in modern civilization is that boys and girls are given free- 
dom during school and college to enjoy sex life. Most of the children are 
varna-sankara, meaning born of undesirable fathers and mothers. Conse- 
quently the whole world is in chaos. Actually human civilization should be 
based on the Vedic principles. This means that in the beginning of life boys 
and girls should undergo penances and austerities. When they are grown, 
they should get married, live for some time at home and beget children. 
When the children are grown up, the man should leave home and search for 
Krsna consciousness. In this way one can make one’s life perfect by going 
home to the kingdom of God. 

Unless one practices penances and austerities in his student life, he can- 
not understand the existence of God. Without realizing Krsna, one cannot 
make his life perfect. The conclusion is that when the children are grown, 
the wife should be put in the children’s charge. The husband may then 
leave home to develop Krsna consciousness. Everything depends on the 
development of mature knowledge. King Pracinabarhisat, the father of the 
Pracetas, left home before the arrival of his sons, who were engaged in 
austerity within the water. As soon as the time is ripe, or as soon as one has 
developed perfect Krsna consciousness, he should leave home, even though 
all his duties may not be fulfilled. Pracinabarhisat was waiting for the arrival 
of his sons, but, following the instructions of Narada, as soon as his intelli- 
gence was properly developed, he simply left instructions for his ministers 
to impart to his sons. Thus without waiting for their arrival, he left home. 

Giving up a comfortable home life is absolutely necessary for human 
beings and is advised by Prahlada Maharaja. Hitvatma-patam grham andha- 
kitpam: To finish the materialistic way of life, one should leave his so-called 
comfortable home life, which is simply a means for killing the soul (atma- 
patam). The home is considered to be a dark well covered by grass, and if 
one falls within this well, he simply dies without anyone’s caring. One 
should therefore not be too much attached to family life, for it will spoil 
one’s development of Krsna consciousness. 
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TEXT 2 
drat aaatn § aaaaTAT | 
meareat fafa tarat fAgisgat atats: UU 


diksita brahma-satrena 
sarva-bhiutatma-medhasa 
praticyam disi velayam 


siddho ’bhid yatra jajalih 


diksitah—being determined; brahma-satrena—by understanding of the 
Supreme Spirit; sarva—all; bhita—living entities; atma-medhasa— con- 
sidering as one’s self; praticyam-—in the western; disi—direction; velayam— 
on the seashore; siddhah—perfect; abhut—became; yatra—where; jajalih— 
the great sage Jajali. 
TRANSLATION 


The Pracetas went to the seashore in the west where the great liberated 
sage Jajali was residing. After perfecting the spiritual knowledge by which 
one becomes equal to all living entities, the Pracetas became perfect in 
Krsna consciousness. 


PURPORT 


The word brahma-satra means cultivation of spiritual knowledge. 
Actually both the Vedas and severe austerity are known as brahma. Vedas 
tattvam tapo brahma. Brahma also means the Absolute Truth. One has to 
cultivate knowledge of the Absolute Truth by pursuing studies in the 
Vedas and undergoing severe austerities and penances. The Pracetas 
properly executed this function and consequently became equal to all 
other living entities. As Bhagavad-gita confirms: 


brahma-bhitah prasannatma 
na Socati na kanksati 

samah sarvesu bhitesu 
mad-bhaktit labhate param 


“One who is thus transcendentally situated at once realizes the Supreme 
Brahman. He never laments nor desires to have anything; he is equally 
disposed to every living entity. In that state he attains pure devotional 
service unto Me.” (Bg. 18.54) 

When one actually becomes spiritually advanced, he does not see the 
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difference between one living entity and another. This platform is attained 
by determination. When perfect knowledge is expanded, one ceases to see 
the outward covering of the living entity. He sees, rather, the spirit soul 
within the body. Thus he does not make distinctions between a human 
being and an animal, a learned brahmana and a candala. 


vid ya-vinaya-sampanne 
brahmane gavi hastini 

Suni caiva Svapake ca 
panditah sama-darsinah 


“The humble sage, by virtue of true knowledge, sees with equal vision a 
learned and gentle brahmana, a cow, an elephant, a dog and a dog-eater 
[outcaste].”” (Bg. 5.18) 

A learned person sees everyone equally on a spiritual basis, and a learned 
person, a devotee, wants to see everyone developed in Krsna consciousness. 
The place where the Pracetas were residing was perfect for executing spiri- 
tual activities, for it is indicated that the great sage Jajali attained mukti 
(liberation) there. One desiring perfection or liberation should associate 
with a person who is already liberated. This is called sadhu-sariga, associating 
with a perfect devotee. 


TEXT 3 
aTPafraTaatta ate 
FATAL MTAATA TET | 
qisad sata ahaa: 
MIGEN TEN A ART Il Al 


tan nirjita-prana-mano-vaco-drso 
jitdsanan Santa-samdna-vigrahan 

pare ’male brahmani yojitatmanah 
surasuredyo dadrse sma naradah 


tan—all of them; nirjita—completely controlled; prana—the life air (by 
the pranayama process); manah—mind; vacah—words; drsah—and vision; 
jita-dsanan—who conquered the yogic dsana, or sitting posture; saénta— 
pacified; samdana—straight; vigrahan—whose bodies; pare—transcendental; 
amale—free from all material contamination; brahmani—in the Supreme; 
yojita—engaged; atmanah—whose minds;sura-asura-id yah—worshiped by 
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the demons and by the demigods; dadrgse—saw; sma—in the past; naradah— 
the great sage Narada. 
TRANSLATION 


After practicing the yogasana for mystic yoga, the Pracetas managed to 
control their life air, mind, words and external vision. Thus by the 
pranayama process they were completely relieved of material attachment. 
By remaining perpendicular, they could concentrate their minds on the 
uppermost Brahman. While they were practicing this pranayama, the great 
sage Narada, who is worshiped both by demons and by demigods, came to 
see them. 


PURPORT 


In this verse the words pare amale are significant. The realization of 
Brahman is explained in Srimad-Bhagavatam. The Absolute Truth is 
realized in three phases—impersonal effulgence (Brahman), localized 
Paramatma and the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Bhagavan. In his 
prayers, Lord Siva concentrated upon the personal features of Parabrahman, 
described in personal terms as snigdha-pravrd-ghana-syamam (Bhag. 
4.24.45). Following the instructions of Lord Siva, the Pracetas also con- 
centrated their minds on the Syamasundara form of the Supreme Brahman. 
Although impersonal Brahman, Paramatma Brahman and Brahman as the 
Supreme Person are all on the same transcendental platform, the personal 
feature of the Supreme Brahman is the ultimate goal and last word in 
transcendence. 

The great sage Narada travels everywhere. He goes to the demons and 
the demigods and is equally respected. He is consequently described herein 
as suradsuredya, worshiped both by demons and by demigods. For Narada 
Muni, the door of every house is open. Although there is perpetual 
animosity between the demons and demigods, Narada Muni is welcomed 
everywhere. Narada is considered one of the demigods, of course, and the 
word devarsi means “the saintly person among the demigods.”’ Not even 
the demons envy Narada Muni; therefore he is equally worshiped both by 
demons and by demigods. A perfect Vaisnava’s position should be just 
like Narada Muni’s, completely independent and unbiased. 


TEXT 4 
TART TIMI Weiyweaiwaaayd | 
Grea Wet Faraway ll v Il 
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tam adgatam ta utthaya 
pranipatyabhinandya ca 

piijayitva yathddesarin 
sukhasinam athabruvan 


tam—to him; agatam—appeared; te—all the Pracetas; utthaya—after 
getting up; pranipatya— offering obeisances; abhinandya— offering welcome; 
ca— also; pitjayitva—worshiping; yatha ddesam—according to regulative 
principles; sukha-dsinam—comfortably situated; atha—thus; abruvan—they 
said. 


TRANSLATION 


As soon as the Pracetas saw that the great sage Narada had appeared, 
they immediately got up even from their asanas. As required, they im- 
mediately offered obeisances and worshiped him, and when they saw that 
Narada Muni was properly seated, they began to ask him questions. 


PURPORT 


It is significant that all the Pracetés were engaged in practicing yoga to 
concentrate their minds on the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


TEXT 5 

TIT Fa 
and 4 atisa fen a ae Ta | 
TT ACHAT AMATI AAT TH I & Il 


pracetasa ticuh 
svagatam te surarse ‘dya 
distya no darganam gatah 
tava cankramanam brahmann 
abhayaya yatha raveh 


pracetasah icuh—the Pracetas said; su-dgatam—welcome; te—unto you; 
sura-rse—O sage among the demigods; ad ya—today; dist ya—by good fortune; 
nah—of us; dargsanam—audience; gatah—you have come; tava—your; 
cankramanam—movements; brahman—O great brahmana; abhayaya-— for 
fearlessness; yatha—as; raveh—of the sun. 
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TRANSLATION 


All the Pracetas began to address the great sage Narada: O great sage, O 
brahmana, we hope you met with no disturbances while coming here. It is 
due to our great fortune that we are now able tosee you. By the traveling 
of the sun, people are relieved from the fear of the darkness of night—a 
fear brought about by thieves and rogues. Similarly, your traveling is like 
the sun’s, for you drive away all kinds of fear. 


PURPORT 


Because of the night’s darkness, everyone is afraid of rogues and thieves, 
especially in great cities. People are often afraid to go out on the streets, 
and we understand that even in a great city like New York people do not 
like to go out at night. More or less, when it is night, everyone is afraid, 
either in the city or in the village. However, as soon as the sun rises, every- 
one is relieved. Similarly, this material world is dark by nature. Everyone 
is afraid of danger at every moment, but when one sees a devotee like 
Narada, all fear is relieved. Just as the sun disperses darkness, the appearance 
of a great sage like Narada disperses ignorance. When one meets Narada or 
his representative, a spiritual master, he is freed from all anxiety brought 
about by ignorance. 


TEXT 6 


Ties aa fata J 
qT Wey TAHA WTA: Aled wat 1 8 I 


yad adistam bhagavata 
§ivenadhoksajena ca 

tad grhesu prasaktanain 
prayasah ksapitam prabho 


yat—what; ddistam—was instructed; bhagavata—by the exalted per- 
sonality; sivena—Lord Siva; adhoksajena—by Lord Visnu; ca—also; tat— 
that; grhesu—to family affairs; prasaktanam—by us who were too much 
attached; prayasah—al most; ksapitam—forgotten; prabho—O master. 


TRANSLATION 


O master, may we inform you that because of our being overly attached 
to family affairs, we almost forgot the instructions we received from Lord 


Siva and Lord Visnu. 


1562 Srimad-Bhagavatam [Canto 4, Ch. 31 


PURPORT 


Remaining in family life is a kind of concession for sense enjoyment. 
One should know that sense enjoyment is not required, but one has to 
accept sense enjoyment inasmuch as one has to live. As confirmed in 
Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.10): kamasya nendriya-pritih. One has to become 
a gosvami and control his senses. One should not simply use his senses for 
sense gratification; rather, the senses should be employed just as much as 
required for maintaining body and soul together. Srila Rupa Gosvami 
recommends: andsaktasya visayan yatharham upayufjatah. One should not 
be attached to sense objects but should accept sense enjoyment as much 
as required, no more. If one wishes to enjoy the senses more than required, 
he becomes attached to family life, which means bondage. All the Pracetas 
admitted their fault in remaining in household life. 


TEXT 7 
TA MNT TINTIAT | 
TATAAM TINA FAK AAR I! 9 II 


tan nah pradyotayadhyatma- 
jianam tattvartha-darsanam 
yenafijasa tarisyamo 
dustaram bhava-sagaram 


tat—therefore; nah—for us; pradyotaya—kindly awaken; adhyatma— 
transcendental; jiadnam—knowledge; tattva— Absolute Truth; artha—for the 
purpose of; darsanam—philosophy; yena—by which; afjasa—easily; taris- 
yamah—we can cross over; dustaram— formidable; bhava-sdgaram—the ocean 
of nescience. 


TRANSLATION 


Dear master, kindly enlighten us in transcendental knowledge, which 
may act as a torchlight by which we may cross the dark nescience of mate- 
rial existence. 


PURPORT 


The Pracetas requested Narada to enlighten them in transcendental 
knowledge. Generally when a common man meets a saintly person, he 
wishes to get some material benediction. However, the Pracetas were not 
interested in material benefit, for they had enjoyed all this sufficiently. 
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Nor did they want the fulfillment of their material desires. They were 
simply interested in crossing the ocean of nescience. Everyone should be 
interested in getting out of these material clutches. Everyone should ap- 
proach a saintly person in order to be enlightened in this connection. One 
should not bother a saintly person to get blessings for material enjoyment. 
Generally householders receive saintly persons to get their blessings, but 
their real aim is to become happy in the material world. Asking such ma- 
terial benedictions is not recommended in the Sastras. 


TEXT 8 

57 Tay 
fa Taqai et wart ater: | 
WIAA Ase II < Il 


maitreya uvaca 
itt pracetasam prsto 
bhagavan ndrado munih 
bhagavaty uttama-sloka 
avistatmabravin nrpan 


maitreyah uvaca— Maitreya said; iti— thus; pracetasam—by the Pracetas; 
prstah—being asked; bhagavan—the great devotee of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead; nadradah— Narada; munith—very thoughtful; bhagavati—in the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; uttama-sloke—possessing excellent 
renown; avista—absorbed; atma—whose mind; abravit—replied; nrpdn—to 
the Kings. 
TRANSLATION 


The great sage Maitreya continued: My dear Vidura, being thus peti- 
tioned by the Pracetas, the supreme devotee, Narada, who is always ab- 
sorbed in thoughts of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, began to reply. 


PURPORT 


In this verse bhagavan naradah indicates that Narada is always absorbed 
in thoughts of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Bhagavaty uttama- 
Sloka avistatma. Narada has no other business than thinking of Krsna, 
talking of Krsna and preaching about Krsna; therefore he is sometimes 
called bhagavan. Bhagavan means “one who possesses all opulences.’” When 
a person possesses Bhagavan within his heart, he is also sometimes called 
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bhagavan. Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura said, saksad-dharitvena 
samasta-sastraih: in every Sdastra the spiritual master is accepted directly as 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This does not mean that the spiritual 
master or a saintly person like Narada has actually become the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, but he is accepted in this way because he pos- 
sesses the Supreme Personality of Godhead within his heart constantly. 
As described here (avistatma), when one is simply absorbed in the thought 
of Krsna, he is also called bhagavan. Bhagavan possesses all opulence. If 
one possesses Bhagavan within his heart always, does he not automatically 
possess all opulence also? In that sense a great devotee like Narada can be 
called bhagavan. However, we cannot tolerate when a rascal or imposter is 
called bhagavan. One must possess either all opulences or the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Bhagavan, who possesses all opulences. 


TEXT 9 
WNlo SUF 
AHH aT BA ARH TA: 
ao Fa fe fare Asad afetaT tS I 


ndrada uvaca 
taj janma tant karmant 
tad ayus tan mano vacah 
nrnam yena hi visvatma 
sevyate harir isvarah 


naradah uvaca— Narada said; tat janma—that birth; tani— those; karmani— 
fruitive activities; tat—that; a@yuh—span of life; tat—that; manah—mind; 
vacah—words; nrnam—of human beings; yena—by which; hi—certainly; 
visva-atma—the Supersoul; sevyate—is served; harih—the Supreme Per- 
sonality of Godhead; isvarah—the supreme controller. 


TRANSLATION 


The great sage Narada said: When a living entity is born to engage in the 
devotional service of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the 
supreme controller, his birth, all his fruitive activities, his lifespan, his mind 
and his words are all factually perfect. 


PURPORT 


In this verse the word nrmam is very important. There are many other 
births besides human birth, but Narada Muni is herein especially speaking 
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of human birth. Amongst human beings there are different types of men. 
Of these, those who are advanced in spiritual consciousness or Krsna con- 
sciousness are called Aryans. Amongst Aryans, one who engages in the 
devotional service of the Lord is most successful in life. The word nrnam 
indicates that lower animals do not engage in the devotional service of the 
Lord. In perfect human society everyone should engage in the devotional 
service of the Lord. It does not matter whether one is born poor or rich, 
black or white. There may be so many material distinctions for one who 
takes birth in human society, but everyone should engage in the Lord’s 
devotional service. At the present moment civilized nations have given up 
God consciousness for economic development. They are actually no longer 
interested in advancing in God consciousness. Formerly their forefathers 
were engaged in executing religious principles. Whether one is Hindu, 
Moslem, Buddhist, Jewish or whatever, everyone has some religious insti- 
tution. Real religion, however, means becoming God conscious. It is par- 
ticularly mentioned herein that birth is successful if an interest in Krsna 
consciousness is taken. Activity is successful if it results in serving the 
Lord. Philosophical speculation or mental speculation is successful when 
engaged in understanding the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The senses 
are worth possessing when engaged in the service of the Lord. Actually, 
devotional service means engaging the senses in the service of the Lord. 
At the present moment our senses are not purified; therefore our senses 
are engaged in the service of society, friendship, love, politics, sociology, 
and so on. However, when the senses are engaged in the service of the 
Lord, one attains bhakti, or devotional service. In the next verse these 
matters will be more clearly explained. 

When one great devotee of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu saw the Lord, he 
said that all his desires were fulfilled. He said, “Today everything is auspi- 
cious. Today my birthplace and neighborhood are completely glorified. 
Today my senses, from my eyes down to my toes, are fortunate. Today 
my life is successful because I have been able to see the lotus feet that are 
worshiped by the goddess of fortune.” 


TEXT 10 


f& aenfafafiae attwarfrrartza: | 
satel vane: Fast Frqaan 112 ol 


kim janmabhis tribhir veha 
Saukra-savitra-yajnikaih 
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karmabhir va trayi-proktaih 
pumso ‘pi vibudhayusa 


kim—what is the use; janmabhih—of births; tribhih—three; va—or; iha— 
in this world; saukra—by semina; sdvitra—by initiation; yajnikaih—by 
becoming a perfect brahmana; karmabhih— by activities; va— or; trayi—in 
the Vedas; proktaih—instructed; pumsah—of a human being; api— even; 
vibudha—of the demigods; adyusa—with a duration of life. 


TRANSLATION 


A civilized human being has three kinds of births. The first birth is by a 
pure father and mother, and this birth is called birth by semina. The next 
birth takes place when one is initiated by the spiritual master, and this birth 
is called savitra. The third birth, called yajriika, takes place when one is 
given the opportunity to worship Lord Visnu. Despite the opportunities 
for attaining such births, even if one gets the lifespan of a demigod, if one 
does not actually engage in the service of the Lord, everything is useless. 
Similarly, one’s activities may be mundane or spiritual, but they are useless 
if they are not meant for satisfying the Lord. 


PURPORT 


The word Saukra-janma means taking birth by seminal discharge. Ani- 
mals can take their birth in this way too. However, a human being can be 
reformed from the saukra-janma, as recommended in the Vedic civilization. 
Before the birth takes place, or before father and mother unite, there is a 
ceremony called garbhadhana-samskara, which must be adopted. This 
garbhadhana-samskara is especially recommended for higher castes, espe- 
cially the brahmana caste. It is said in the Sastras that if the garbhadhana- 
samskara is not practiced amongst the higher castes, the entire family be- 
comes sudra. It is also stated that in this age of Kali, everyone is Sidra due 
to the absence of the garbhadhana-samskara. This is the Vedic system. 
According to the pdjicaratrika system, however, even though everyone is a 
Sidra due to the absence of the garbhadhana-samskara, if a person has but 
a little tendency to become Krsna conscious, he should be given the chance 
to elevate himself to the transcendental platform of devotional service. 
Our Krsna consciousness movement adopts this pdjicaratrika-vidhi, as ad- 
vised by Srila Sanatana Gosvami, who says: 


yatha kajicanatam yati 
kamsyam rasa-vidhanatah 
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tatha diksa-vidhanena 
dvijatvam jayate nrmam 


‘As bell-metal, when mixed with mercury, is transformed to gold, a per- 
son, even though not golden pure, can be transformed into a brahmana or 
dvija simply by the initiation process.’’ Thus if one is initiated by a proper 
person, he can be accepted as twice-born immediately. In our Krsna con- 
sciousness movement, we therefore offer the student his first initiation and 
allow him to chant the Hare Krsna mahd-mantra. By chanting the Hare 
Krsna maha-mantra regularly and following the regulative principles, one 
becomes qualified to be initiated as a brahmana because unless one is a 
qualified brahmana he cannot be allowed to worship Lord Visnu. This is 
called y@jnika-janma. In our Krsna consciousness society, unless one is 
twice initiated—first by chanting Hare Krsna and second by the Gayatri 
mantra—he is not allowed to enter the kitchen or Deity room to execute 
duties. However, when one is elevated to the platform on which he can 
worship the Deity, his previous birth does not matter. 


candalo ’pi dvuija-Srestho 
hari-bhakti-parayanah 

hari-bhakti-vihinas ca 
dvijo ‘pi Svapacadhamah 


‘Even if one is born in the family of a candala, if one engages in the devo- 
tional service of the Lord, he becomes the best of brahmanas. But even a 
brahmana who is devoid of devotional service is on the level of the lowest 
dog-eater.” 

If a person is advanced in devotional service, it does not matter whether 
he was born in a candala family. He becomes purified. As Sri Prahlada 
ieiceeds aide viprad dvisad-guna-yutad aravinda-nabha- 

padaravinda-vimukhdc chvapacam varistham 


(Bhag. 7.9.10) 


Even if one is a brahmana and is qualified with all the brahminical qualifi- 
cations, he is considered degraded if he is averse to worshiping the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. But if a person is attached to the service 
of the Lord, he becomes glorified even if he is born in a candala family. 
Indeed, such a candala can deliver not only himself but all his family pre- 
decessors. Without devotional service, even a proud brahmana cannot de- 
liver himself, and what to speak of his family. In many instances in the 
§dstras it is seen that even a brahmana has become a ksatriya, vaisya, stidra, 
mleccha or non-brdéhmana. And there are many instances of one’s being 
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born a ksatriya or vaisya or even lower, and, in the eighteenth year, attain- 
ing elevation to the brahminical platform by the process of initiation. 
Therefore Narada Muni says: 


yasya yal laksanam proktam 
pumso varnabhivyaiijakam 
yad anyatrapi drsyeta 
tat tenaiva vinirdiget (Bhag. 7.11.35) 


It is not a fact that because one is born in a brahmana family he is auto- 
matically a brahmana. He has a better chance to become a brahmana, but 
unless he meets all the brahminical qualifications, he cannot be accepted as 
such. On the other hand, if the brahminical qualifications are found in the 
person of a sitdra, he should immediately be accepted as a brahmana. To 
substantiate this there are many quotations from Bhagavatam, Mahabharata, 
Bharadvaja-samhita and the Paficaratra, as well as many other scriptures. 
As far as the duration of life of the demigods, concerning Lord Brahma 
it is said: 
sahasra-yuga-paryantam 
ahar yad brahmano viduh 
ratrim yuga-sahasrantam 
te ‘ho-ratra-vido janah (Bg. 8.17) 


The duration of one day of Brahma is one thousand times greater than the 
four yugas aggregating to 4,300,000 years. Similarly, Brahma’s one night. 
Brahma lives for one hundred years of such days and nights. The word 
vibudhayusa indicates that even if one gets a long life span, his life span is 
useless if he is not a devotee. A living entity is the eternal servitor of the 
Supreme Lord, and unless he comes to the platform of devotional service, 
his life span, good birth, glorious activities and everything else are null and 
void. 


TEXT 11 
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Srutena tapasd va kim 
vacobhis citta-vrttibhih 

buddhya va kim nipunaya 
balenendriya-radhasa 
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Srutena—by Vedic education; tapasa—by austerities; va—or; kim—what 
is the meaning; vacobhih—by words; citta—of consciousness; urttibhih— 
by the occupations; buddhya—by intelligence; va—or; kim—what is the use; 
nipunaya—expert; balena—by bodily strength; indriya-radhasa—by power 
of the senses. 


TRANSLATION 


Without devotional service, what is the meaning of severe austerities, 
the process of hearing, the power of speech, the power of mental specu- 
lation, elevated intelligence, strength and the power of the senses? 


PURPORT 


From the Upanisads we learn: 


nayam atma pravacanena labhyo 
na medhaya na bahuna srutena 
yam evaisa urnute tena labhyas 
tasyaisa atma vivrnute tanum svam 


(Mundaka Upanisad 3.2.3) 


Our relationship with the Supreme Lord is never advanced by simple 
study of the Vedas. There are many Mayavadi sannyasis fully engaged in 
studying the Vedas, Vedadnta-sittra and Upanisads, but unfortunately they 
cannot grasp the real essence of knowledge. In other words, they do not 
know the Supreme Personality of Godhead. What, then, is the use in studying 
all the Vedas,if one cannot grasp the essence of the Vedas, Krsna? The 
Lord confirms in Bhagavad-gita, vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyah: “‘By 
all the Vedas, I am to be known.” (Bg. 15.15) 

There are many religious systems wherein penances and austerities are 
greatly stressed, but at the end no one understands Krsna, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. There is therefore no point in such penance 
(tapasya). If one has actually approached the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, he does not need to undergo severe austerities. The Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is understood through the process of devotional 
service. In the Ninth Chapter of Bhagavad-gita devotional service is ex- 
plained as raja-guhyam, the king of all confidential knowledge. There are 
many good reciters of Vedic literatures, and they recite works such as the 
Ramayana, Srimad-Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita. Sometimes these pro- 
fessional readers manifest very good scholarship and exhibit word jugglery. 
Unfortunately they are never devotees of the Supreme Lord. Consequently 
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they cannot impress upon the audience the real essence of knowledge, 
Krsna. There are also many thoughtful writers and creative philosophers, 
but despite all their learning, if they cannot approach the Supreme Per- 
sonality of Godhead, they are simply useless mental speculators. There are 
many sharply intelligent people in this material world, and they discover 
so many things for sense gratification. They also analytically study all the 
material elements, but despite their expert knowledge and expert scien- 
tific analysis of the whole cosmic manifestation, their endeavors are 
useless because they cannot understand the Supreme Personality of God- 
head. 

As far as our senses are concerned, there are many animals, both beasts 
and birds, who are very expert in exercising their senses more keenly than 
human beings. For example, vultures or hawks can go very high in the sky 
but can see a small body on the ground very clearly. This means that their 
eyesight is so keen that they can find an eatable corpse from a great 
distance. Certainly their eyesight is much keener than human beings’, but 
this does not mean that their existence is more important than that of a 
human being. Similarly, dogs can smell many things from a far distance. 
Many fish can understand by the power of sound that an enemy is coming. 
All these examples are described in Srimad-Bhagavatam. If one’s senses 
cannot help him attain the highest perfection of life, realization of the 
Supreme, they are all useless. 


TEXT 12 
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kum va yogena sankhyena 
nyasa-svadhyayayor api 
kim va Sreyobhir anyais ca 
na yatratma-prado harih 


kim—what is the use; va—or; yogena— by mystic yoga practice; sankhyena 
—by study of Sankhya philosophy; nyasa—by accepting sannydsa; 
svadhyayayoh—and by study of Vedic literature; api—even; kim—what is 
the use; vad—or; Sreyobhih—by auspicious activities; anyaih—other; ca—and; 
na—never; yatra—where; atma-pradah—full satisfaction of self; harth—the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


Text 13] Narada Instructs the Pracetas 1571 


TRANSLATION 


Transcendental practices that do not ultimately help one realize the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead are useless, be they mystic yoga prac- 
tices, the analytical study of matter, severe austerity, the acceptance of 
sannyasa, or the study of Vedic literature. All these may be very important 
aspects of spiritual advancement, but unless one understands the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Hari, all these processes are useless. 


PURPORT 
In Caitanya-caritamrta it is said: 


bhakti vind kevala jridne ‘mukti’ nahi haya 
bhakti sadhana kare yet ‘prapta-brahmalaya’ 
(Cc. Madhya 24.109) 


Impersonalists do not take to devotional service but take to other practices, 
such as the analytical study of the material elements, the discrimination 
between matter and spirit, and the mystic yoga system. These are beneficial 
only insofar as they are complementary to devotional service. Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu therefore told Sanatana Gosvami that without a touch of 
devotional service, jfiana, yoga and sankhya philosophy cannot give one 
the desired results. The impersonalists wish to merge into the Supreme 
Brahman; however, merging into the Supreme Brahman also requires a 
touch of devotional service. The Absolute Truth is realized in three phases— 
impersonal Brahman, Paramatma and the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
All these require a touch of devotional service. Sometimes it is actually 
seen that these Mayavadis also chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, although 
their motive is to merge into the Brahman effulgence of the Absolute. 
The yogis also at times take to chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, but 
their purpose is different from that of the bhaktas. In all processes— 
karma, jfiiana or yoga—bhakti is required. That is the purport of this 
verse. 


TEXT 13 
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sreyasam api sarvesam 
atma hy avadhir arthatah 
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sarvesam api bhitanam 
harir atmatmadah priyah 


sreyasam—of auspicious activities; api—certainly; sarvesam—all; atma— 
the self; hi—certainly ; avadhih—destination; arthatah— factually ; sarvesam— 
of all; api—certainly; bhiitanam—living entities; harih—the Supreme Per- 
sonality of Godhead; aftma—the Supersoul; dtma-dah—who can give us our 
original identity; priyah—very dear. 


TRANSLATION 


Factually the Supreme Personality of Godhead is the original source of 
all self-realization. Consequently the goal of all auspicious activities—karma, 
jnana, yoga and bhakti—is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


PURPORT 


The living entity is the marginal energy of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, and the material world is the external energy. Under the circum- 
stances, one must understand that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is 
factually the original source of both matter and spirit. This is explained in 
the Seventh Chapter of Bhagavad-gita: 


bhiimir apo ’nalo vayuh 
kham mano buddhir eva ca 
ahankara itiyarm me 
bhinna prakrtir astadha 
apareyam itas tv anyam 
prakrtum viddhi me param 
jiva-bhitarn maha-baho 


yayedam dharyate jagat 


‘““Karth, water, fire, air, ether, mind, intelligence and false ego—all together 
these eight comprise My separated material energies. Besides this inferior 
nature, O mighty-armed Arjuna, there is a superior energy of Mine, which 
consists of all living entities who are struggling with material nature and 
are sustaining the universe.” (Bg. 7.4-5) 

The entire cosmic manifestation is but a combination of matter and 
spirit. The spiritual part is the living entity, and these living entities are 
described as prakrti, or energy. The living entity is never described as 
purusa, the Supreme Person; therefore to identify the living entity with 
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the Supreme Lord is simply ignorance. The living entity is the marginal 
potency of the Supreme Lord, although there is factually no difference 
between the energy and the energetic. The duty of the living entity is to 
understand his real identity. When he does, Krsna gives him all the facilities 
to come to the platform of devotional service. That is the perfection of 
life. This is indicated in the Vedic Upanisad: 


yam evaisa urnute tena labhyas 
tasyaisa atma vivrnute tantim svam 


Lord Krsna confirms this in Bhagavad-gita: 


tesam satata-yuktanam 
bhajatam priti-purvakam 

dadami buddhi-yogam tai 
yena mam upayanti te 


‘“‘To those who are constantly devoted and worship Me with love, I give 
the understanding by which they can come to Me.” (Bg. 10.10) The con- 
clusion is that one must come to the platform of bhakti-yoga, even though 
one may begin with karma-yoga, jiidna-yoga or astanga-yoga. Unless one 
comes to the platform of bhakti-yoga, self-realization or realization of the 
Absolute Truth cannot be achieved. 

TEXT 14 


TAT TATA 
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yatha taror miila-nisecanena 
trpyanti tat-skandha-bhujopasakhah 
pranopaharac ca yathendriyanain 
tathaiva sarvarhanam acyutejya 


yatha—as; taroh—of a tree; mitla—the root; nisecanena—by watering; 
trpyanti—are satisfied; tat—its; skandha—trunk; bhuja—branches; 
upasakhah—and twigs; prana—the life air; upaharat—by feeding; ca— 
and; yatha—as; indriyanam— of the senses; tatha eva—similarly; sarva—of all 
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demigods; arhanam—worship; acyuta—of the Supreme Personality of 


Godhead; tjya— worship. 
TRANSLATION 


As pouring water on the root of a tree energizes the trunk, branches, 
twigs and everything else, and as supplying food to the stomach enlivens 
the senses and limbs of the body, so simply worshiping the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead through devotional service automatically satisfies 
the demigods, who are parts of that Supreme Personality. 


PURPORT 


Sometimes people ask why this Krsna consciousness movement simply 
advocates worship of Krsna to the exclusion of the demigods. The answer 
is given in this verse. The example of pouring water on the root of a tree is 
very appropriate. In Bhagavad-gita it is said: 


Sri bhagavan uvdaca 
uirdhva-milam adhah-sSakham 
asvattham prahur avyayam 
chandamsi yasya parnani 
yas tari veda sa veda-vit 


“The blessed Lord said: There is a banyan tree that has its roots upward 
and its branches down and whose leaves are the Vedic hymns. One who 
knows this tree is the knower of the Vedas.”’ (Bg. 15.1) 

This cosmic manifestation has expanded downward and the root is the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. As the Lord confirms in Bhagavad-gita: 


aham sarvasya prabhavo 
mattah sarvam pravartate 

iti matvd bhajante mam 
budha bhava-samanvitah 


‘IT am the source of all spiritual and material worlds. Everything emanates 
from Me. The wise who perfectly know this engage in My devotional 
service and worship Me with all their hearts.”’ (Bg. 10.8) 

Krsna is the root of everything; therefore rendering service to the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna (krsna-sevd), means automatically 
serving all the demigods. Sometimes it is argued that karma and jfiana 
require a mixture of bhakti in order to be successfully executed, and 
sometimes it is argued that bhakti also requires karma and jfidna for its 
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successful termination. The fact is, however, that although karma and 
jana cannot be successful without bhakti, bhakti does not require the 
help of karma and jfidna. Actually, as described by Srila Ripa Gosvami, 
should not be contaminated by the touch of karma and jnidna. Modern 
society is involved in various types of philanthropic works, humanitarian 
works, and so on, but people do not know that these activities will never 
be successful unless Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is brought 
into the center. One may ask what harm there is in worshiping Krsna and 
the different parts of His body, the demigods, and the answer is also given 
in this verse. The point is that by supplying food to the stomach, the 
indriyas, the senses, are automatically satisfied. If one tries to feed his 
eyes or ears independently, the result is only havoc. Simply by supplying 
food to the stomach, we satisfy all of the senses. It is neither necessary 
nor feasible to render separate service to the individual senses. The con- 
clusion is that by serving Krsna (krsna-seva), everything is complete. As 
confirmed in Caitanya-caritamrta: krsne bhakti kaile sarva-karma krta 
haya (Cc. Madhya 22.62). If one is engaged in the devotional service of the 
Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, everything is automatically 
accomplished. 


TEXT 15 
wa a@Temty an: 
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yathaiva sitryat prabhavanti varah 
punas ca tasmin pravisanti kale 
bhiitani bhiimau sthira-jangamani 
tatha harav eva guna-pravahah 


yatha—as;eva—certainly ; suryat—from the sun; prabhavanti-is generated; 
varah—water; punah—again; ca—and; tasmin—unto it; pravisanti—enters; 
kale—in due course of time; bhitani—all living entities; bhimau—to the 
earth; sthira—not moving; jangamani—and moving; tatha—similarly ; harau— 
unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead; eva—certainly ; guna-pravahah— 
emanation of material nature. 
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TRANSLATION 


During the rainy season, water is generated from the sun, and in due 
course of time, during the summer season, the very same water is again 
absorbed by the sun. Similarly, all living entities, moving and inert, are 
generated from the earth, and again, after some time, they all return to the 
earth as dust. Similarly, everything emanates from the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, and in due course of time everything enters into Him again. 


PURPORT 


Because of their poor fund of knowledge, impersonalist philosophers 
cannot understand how everything comes out from the Supreme Person 
and then merges into Him again. As Brahma-samhita confirms: 


yasya prabha prabhavato jagad-anda-koti- 
kotisv asesa-vasudhadi-vibhiti-bhinnam 

tad brahma niskalam anantam aSsesa-bhiitam 
govindam ddi-purusam tam aham bhajami 


(Bs. 5.40) 


Transcendental rays emanate from the body of Krsna, and within those 
rays, which are the Brahman effulgence, everything is existing. This is 
confirmed in Bhagavad-gita. Mat-sthani sarva-bhiitani (Bg. 9.4). 

Although Krsna is not personally present everywhere, His energy is 
nonetheless the cause of all creation. The entire cosmic manifestation is 
nothing but a display of Krsna’s energy. The two examples given in this 
verse are very vivid. During the rainy season, the rain, by rejuvenating the 
production of vegetables on earth, enables man and animals to obtain 
living energy. When there is no rain, food is scarce, and man and animal 
simply die. All vegetables, as well as moving living entities, are originally 
products of the earth. They come from the earth, and again they merge 
into the earth. Similarly, the total material energy is generated from the 
body of Krsna, and at such a time the entire cosmic manifestation is 
visible. When Krsna winds up His energy, everything vanishes. This is 
explained in a different way in Brahma-samhita: 


yasyaika-nisvasita-kalam athdvalambya 
jivanti loma-vilaja jagad-anda-nathah 

visnur mahan sa tha yasya kald-viseso 
govindam adi-purusam tam aham bhajami 


(Bs. 5.48) 
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This entire material creation comes from the body of the Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead and at the time of annihilation again enters into Him. 
This process of creation and dissolution is made possible by the breathing 
of the Maha-Visnu, who is only a plenary portion of Krsna. 


TEXT 16 
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etat padam taj jagad-atmanah param 
sakrd vibhatam savitur yatha prabha 
yathasavo jagrati supta-Saktayo 
dravya-kriya-jnana-bhida-bhramatyayah 


etat—this cosmic manifestation; padam—place of habitation; tat—that; 
Jagat-atmanah—of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; param—transcen- 
dental; sakri—sometimes; vibhatam— manifested; savituh—of the sun; yatha 
—as; prabha—sunshine; yatha—as; asavah—the senses; jagrati— become mani- 
fest; supta—inactive; Saktayah—energies; dravya—physicalelements; kriya— 
activities; jiana—knowledge; bhidd-bhrama—differences from misunder- 
standing; atyayah— passing away. 


TRANSLATION 


Just as the sunshine is nondifferent from the sun, the cosmic manifesta- 
tion is also nondifferent from the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The 
Supreme Personality is therefore all-pervasive within this material creation. 
When the senses are active, they appear to be part and parcel of the body, 
but when the body is asleep, their activities are unmanifest. Similarly, the 
whole cosmic creation appears different and yet nondifferent from the 
Supreme Person. 


PURPORT 
This confirms the philosophy of acintya-bhedabheda-tattva (simulta- 


neously one and different) propounded by Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 
The Supreme Personality of Godhead is simultaneously different and non- 
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different from this cosmic manifestation. In the previous verse it has been 
explained that the Supreme Personality of Godhead, as the root of a tree, 
is the original cause of everything. It was also explained how the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is all-pervasive. He is present within everything in 
this material manifestation. Since the energy of the Supreme Lord is non- 
different from Him, this material cosmic manifestation is also nondifferent 
from Him, although it appears different. The sunshine is not different 
from the sun itself, but it is simultaneously also different. One may be in 
the sunshine, but he is not on the sun itself. Those who live in this material 
world are living on the bodily rays of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
but they cannot see Him personally in the material condition. 

In this verse the word padam indicates the place where the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead resides. As confirmed in [Sopanisad, isavasyam 
idam sarvam. The proprietor of a house may live in one room of the house. 
but the entire house belongs to him. A king may live in one room in 
Buckingham Palace, but the entire palace is considered his property. It is 
not necessary for the king to live in every room of that palace for it to be 
his. He may be physically absent from the rooms, but still the entire 
palace is understood to be his royal domicile. 

The sunshine is light, the sun globe itself is light, and the sun-god is also 
light. However, the sunshine is not identical with the sun-god, Vivasvan. 
This is the meaning of simultaneously one and different (acintya- 
bhedabheda-tattva). All the planets rest on the sunshine, and because of 
the heat of the sun, they all revolve in their orbits. On each and every 
planet, the trees and plants grow and change colors due to the sunshine. 
Being the rays of the sun, the sunshine is nondifferent from the sun. Simi- 
larly, all the planets, resting on the sunshine, are nondifferent from the 
sun. The entire material world is completely dependent on the sun, being 
produced by the sun, and the cause, the sun, is inherent in the effects. 
Similarly, Krsna is the cause of all causes, and the effects are permeated 
by the original cause. The entire cosmic manifestation should be under- 
stood as the expanded energy of the Supreme Lord. 

When one sleeps, the senses are inactive, but this does not mean that 
the senses are absent. When one is awakened, the senses become active 
again. Similarly, this cosmic creation is sometimes manifest and sometimes 
unmanifest. As stated in Bhagavad-gita: 


bhiita-gramah sa evayam 
bhiitva bhiitva praliyate 

ratry-dgame ‘vasah partha 
prabhavaty ahar-agame 
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‘“‘Again and again the day comes, and this host of beings is active, and 
again the night falls, O Partha, and they are helplessly dissolved.” (Bg. 8.19) 

When the cosmic manifestation is dissolved, it is in a kind of sleeping 
condition, an inactive state. Whether the cosmic manifestation is active 
or inactive, the energy of the Supreme Lord is always existing. Thus the 
words “appearance” and “disappearance” apply only to the cosmic mani- 
festation. 


TEXT 17 
ST TATA THT 
Wafed WN A WITHA | 
Tt A FAM Weanay 
TAMA A  —«-FATE? UI 


yatha nabhasy abhra-tamah-prakasa 
bhavanti bhipa na bhavanty anukramat 
evam pare brahmani saktayas tv ami 
rajas tamah sattvam iti pravahah 


yatha—as; nabhasi—in the sky; abhra—clouds; tamah-— darkness; prakasah 
—and illumination; bhavanti—exist; bhi-pah—O Kings; na bhavanti—do not 
appear; anukramat—consecutively; evam—thus; pare—supreme; brahmani— 
in the Absolute; sak tayah—energies; tu—then; amuh—those; rajah—passion; 
tamah—darkness; sattvam—goodness; iti— thus; pravahah—emanation. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear Kings, sometimes in the sky there are clouds, sometimes there 
is darkness, and sometimes there is illumination. The appearance of all 
these take place consecutively. Similarly, in the Supreme Absolute, the 
modes of passion, darkness and goodness appear as consecutive energies. 
Sometimes they appear, and sometimes they disappear. 


PURPORT 


Darkness, illumination and clouds sometimes appear and sometimes dis- 
appear, but even when they have disappeared, the potency is still there, 
always existing. In the sky sometimes we see clouds, sometimes rainfall 
and sometimes snow. Sometimes we see night, sometimes day, sometimes 
illumination and sometimes darkness. All these exist due to the sun, but 
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the sun is unaffected by all these changes. Similarly, although the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is the original cause of the total cosmic manifesta- 
tion, He is unaffected by the material existence. This is confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gita: 
bhiimir apo ’nalo vayuh 
kham mano buddhir eva ca 
ahankara itiyam me 
bhinna prakrtir astadha 


‘Earth, water, fire, air, ether, mind, intelligence and false ego—all to- 
gether these eight comprise My separated material energies.” (Bg. 7.4) 

Although the material or physical elements are the energy of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, they are separate. The Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is therefore not affected by material conditions. 
The Vedanta-sitra confirms (janmady asya yatah) that the creation, main- 
tenance and dissolution of this cosmic manifestation are due to the exist- 
ence of the Supreme Lord. Nonetheless the Lord is unaffected by all these 
changes in the material elements. This is indicated by the word pravaha 
(emanation). The sun always shines brilliantly and is not affected by 
clouds or darkness. Similarly, the Supreme Personality of Godhead is al- 
ways present in His spiritual energy and is not affected by the material 
emanations. Brahma-samhita confirms: 


isvarah paramah krsnah 
sac-cid-dnanda-vigrahah 

anadir adir govindah 
sarva-karana-karanam 


‘Krsna, who is known as Govinda, is the Supreme Godhead. He has an 
eternal, blissful, spiritual body. He is the origin of all. He has no other 
origin, and He is the prime cause of all causes.” (Bs. 5.1) 

Although He is the supreme cause, the cause of all causes, He is still 
parama, transcendental, and His form is sac-cid-ananda, eternal, spiritual 
bliss. Krsna is the shelter of everything, and this is the verdict of all scrip- 
ture. Krsna is the remote cause, and material nature is the immediate 
cause of the cosmic manifestation. In the Caitanya-caritamrta it is said that 
understanding prakrti, or nature, to be the cause of everything is like 
understanding the nipples on the neck of a goat to be the cause of milk. 
Material nature is the immediate cause of the cosmic manifestation, but 
the original cause is Narayana, Krsna. Sometimes people think that the 
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cause of an earthen pot is the earth. We see on a potter’s wheel a sufficient 
amount of earth to produce many pots, and although unintelligent men 
will say that the earth on the wheel is the cause of the pot, those who are 
actually advanced will find that the original cause is the potter, who 
supplies the earth and moves the wheel. Material nature may be a helping 
factor in the creation of this cosmic manifestation, but it is not the ulti- 
mate cause. In Bhagavad-gita the Lord therefore says: 


mayadhyaksene prakrtih 


suyate sa-caracaram 


‘This material nature is working under My direction, O son of Kunti, and 
producing all moving and unmoving beings.” (Bg. 9.10) 

The Supreme Lord casts His glance over material energy, and His glance 
agitates the three modes of nature. Creation then takes place. The conclu- 
sion is that nature is not the cause of the material manifestation. The 
Supreme Lord is the cause of all causes. 


TEXT 18 
AaRATCATAAATa eat 
HS TH TH TIT | 
MATA STATO AATE- 
wae «=—|- AW AAST INCI 


tenaikam atmanam asgesa-dehinam 
kalam pradhanam purusam paresam 

sva-tejasa dhvasta-guna-pravaham 
atmaika-bhavena bhajadhvam addha 


tena—therefore; ekam—one; dtmdnam—unto the Supreme Soul; asesa— 
unlimited; dehinam—of the individual souls; kalam—time; pradhanam—the 
material cause; purusam—the Supreme Person; paresam—the transcendental 
controller; sva-tejasa—by His spiritual energy; dhvasta—aloof; guna- 
pravaham—from material emanations; dtma—self; eka-bhavena—accepting 
as qualitatively one; bhajadhvam—engage in devotional service; addha— 
directly. 
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TRANSLATION 


Because the Supreme Lord is the cause of all causes, He is the Supersoul 
of all individual living entities, and He exists as both the remote and imme- 
diate cause. Since He is aloof from the material emanations, He is free 
from their interactions and is Lord of material nature. You should there- 
fore engage in His devotional service, thinking yourself qualitatively one 
with Him. 

PURPORT 


According to Vedic calculations, there are three causes of creation— 
time, the ingredient and the creator. Combined, these are called 
tritayatmaka, the three causes. Everything in this material world is created 
by these three causes. All of these causes are found in the Personality of 
Godhead. As confirmed in Brahma-samhita: sarva-karana-karanam. Narada 
Muni therefore advises the Pracetaés to worship the direct cause, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. As stated before, when the root of a 
tree is watered, all the parts are energized. According to the advice of 
Narada Muni, one should directly engage in devotional service. This will 
include all pious activity. Caitanya-caritamrta states: krsne bhakti kaile 
sarva-karma krta haya. When one worships the Supreme Lord Krsna in 
devotional service, he automatically performs all other pious activity. In 
this verse the words sva-tejasa dhvasta-guna-pravaham are very significant. 
The Supreme Personality of Godhead is never affected by the material 
qualities, although they all emanate from His spiritual energy. Those who 
are really conversant with this knowledge can utilize everything for the 
service of the Lord because nothing in this material world is unconnected 
to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


TEXT 19 
TIM ATA Valea Ft Ha ATT | 
AASAA ITA FTAA BANA 23 


dayaya sarva-bhiitesu 
santustya yena kena va 

sarvendriyopasantyd ca 
tusyaty dsu janadrdanah 


dayaya—by showing mercy; sarva-bhitesu— to all living entities;santustya 
—by being satisfied; yena kena va—somehow or other; sarva-indriya—all 
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the senses; upasantya—by controlling; ca—also; tusyati—becomes satisfied ; 
asu—very soon; janardanah—the Lord of all living entities. 


TRANSLATION 


By showing mercy to all living entities, being satisfied somehow or 
other, and controlling the senses from sense enjoyment, one can very 
quickly satisfy the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Janardana. 


PURPORT 


These are some of the ways in which the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead can be satisfied by the devotee. The first item mentioned is 
dayaya sarva-bhittesu, showing mercy to all conditioned souls. The best 
way to show mercy is to spread Krsna consciousness. The entire world is 
suffering for want of this knowledge. People should know that the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is the original cause of everything. Knowing this, 
everyone should directly engage in His devotional service. Those who are 
actually learned, advanced in spiritual understanding, should preach Krsna 
consciousness all over the world so that people may take to it and make 
their lives successful. 

The word sarva-bhitesu is significant because it applies not only to 
human beings but to all the living entities appearing in the 8,400,000 
species of life. The devotee can do good not only to humanity but to all 
living entities as well. Everyone can benefit spiritually by the chanting of 
the Hare Krsna mahda-mantra. When the transcendental vibration of Hare 
Krsna is sounded, even the trees, animals and insects benefit. Thus when 
one chants the Hare Krsna maha-mantra loudly, he actually shows mercy 
to all living entities. To spread the Krsna consciousness movement through- 
out the world, the devotees should be satisfied in all conditions. 


narayana-pardh sarve 
na kutaseana bibhyati 
svargapavarga-narakesv 
api tulyartha-darsinah 
(Bhag. 6.17.28) 


It does not matter to the pure devotee if he has to go to hell to preach. 
The Supreme Lord lives in the heart of a hog, although the Lord is in 
Vaikuntha. Even while preaching in hell, a pure devotee remains a pure 
devotee by his constant association with the Supreme Personality of God- 
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head. To attain this state, one has to control his senses. The senses are 
automatically controlled when one’s mind is engaged in the service of the 
Lord. 

TEXT 20 


WATTS MMNAGIA- 
=afaraatrraaatgd: | 

FT AT ITAA AA ST- 
aaa fexacat: aat fF URoll 


apahata-sakalaisanamalatmany 
aviratam edhita-bhavanopahitah 
nija-jana-vasa-gatvam adtmano “yan 
na sarati chidravad aksarah satam hi 


apahata— vanquished ; sakala— all; esana— desires; amala—spotless; dtmani— 
to the mind; aviratam—constantly; edhita—increasing; bhadvana—with 
feeling; upahiitah—being called; nija-jana—of His devotees; vasa—under the 
control; gatuam—going; atmanah—His; ayan—knowing; na—never; sarati— 
goes away; chidra-vat—like the sky; aksarah—the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; satam—of the devotees; hi—certainly. 


TRANSLATION 


Being completely cleansed of all material desires, the devotees are freed 
from all mental contamination. Thus they can always think of the Lord 
constantly and address Him very feelingly. The Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, knowing Himself to be controlled by His devotees, does not 
leave them for a second, just as the sky overhead never becomes invisible. 


PURPORT 


It is clear from the previous verse that the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Janardana, is very quickly satisfied by the activities of His de- 
votees. The pure devotee is always absorbed in the thought of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. As stated, §rmvatam sva-kathah krsnah. By always 
thinking of Krsna, the pure devotee’s heart is freed from all kinds of 
desires. In the material world, the heart of the living entity is filled with 
material desires. When the living entity is cleansed, he does not think of 
anything material. As the mind is completely cleansed, one attains the 
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perfectional stage of mystic yoga, for then the yogi always sees the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead within his heart. As soon as the Lord is 
seated within the heart of the devotee, the devotee cannot be contaminated 
by the material modes of nature. As long as one is under the control of the 
material modes, he desires so many things and makes so many plans for 
material sense enjoyment. As soon as the Lord is perceived in the heart, 
all material desires vanish. When the mind is completely free from material 
desire, the devotee can think of the Lord constantly. In this way he be- 
comes completely dependent upon the lotus feet of the Lord. Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu prays: 
ayi nanda-tanuja kinkaram 
patitam mam visame bhavam budhau 
krpaya tava pada-pankaja- 
sthita-dhili-sadrsam vicintaya 


‘“‘My dear Lord, I am Your eternal servant, but somehow or other I have 
fallen into the ocean of this material world. Kindly pick me up and fix me 
as a speck of dust at Your lotus feet.” Similarly, Srila Narottama dasa 
Thakura_ prays: 
ha ha prabhu nanda-suta, vrsabhanu-suta-yuta, 
karund karaha ei-bara 
narottama-dasa kaya, nd theliha ranga-paya, 
toma vine ke dche dmara 


“My dear Lord, You are now present with the daughter of King 
Vrsabhanu, Srimati Radharani. Now both of You please be merciful 
upon me. Don’t kick me away, because I have no shelter other than You.” 

In this way the Supreme Personality of Godhead becomes dependent 
on His devotee. The Lord is invincible, yet He is conquered by His pure 
devotee. He enjoys being dependent on His devotee, just as Krsna enjoyed 
being dependent on the mercy of mother Yasgoda. Thinking Himself de- 
pendent on the. devotee gives the Supreme Lord great enjoyment. Some- 
times a king may engage a joker, and in the process of joking, the king is 
sometimes insulted. The king, however, enjoys these activities. Everyone 
worships the Supreme Lord with great reverence; therefore the Lord some- 
times wants to enjoy the chastisement of His devotees. In this way the 
relationship eternally existing between the Lord and His devotees is fixed, 
just like the sky overhead. 

TEXT 21 


aq aata Seathat a war 
SIAN TAT | 
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ITAA THAT Hea 
facata afer ae i221 


na bhajati kumanisinam sa yyam 
harir adhanatma-dhana-priyo rasa-jiiah 
$ruta-dhana-kula-karmanam madair ye 
vidadhati papam akiiicanesu satsu 


na—never; bhajati—accepts; ku-manisinadm—of persons with a dirty 
heart; sah— He; yyam— offering; harih—the Supreme Lord; adhana—to those 
who have no material possessions; atma-dhana—simply dependent on the 
Lord; priyah—who is dear; rasa-jnah—who accepts the essence of life; §ruta— 
education; dhana—wealth; kula—aristocracy; karmanam—and of fruitive 
activities; madaih—by pride; ye—all those who; vidadhati— perform; papam 
—disgrace; akiicanesu—without material possessions; satsu—unto the 
devotees. 


TRANSLATION 


The Supreme Personality of Godhead becomes very dear to those de- 
votees who have no material possessions but are fully happy in possessing 
the devotional service of the Lord. Indeed, the Lord relishes the devotional 
activities of such devotees. Those who are puffed up with material educa- 
tion, wealth, aristocracy and fruitive activity are very proud of possessing 
material things, and they often deride the devotees. Even if such people 
offer the Lord worship, the Lord never accepts them. 


PURPORT 


The Supreme Personality of Godhead is dependent on His pure devotees. 
He does not even accept the offerings of those who are not devotees. A 
pure devotee is one who feels He does not possess anything material. A 
devotee is always happy in possessing the devotional service of the Lord. 
Devotees may sometimes appear materially poor, but because they are 
spiritually advanced and enriched, they are most dear to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Such devotees are free from attachment to family, 
society, friendship, children and so on. They abandon affection for all 
these material possessions and are always happy in possessing the shelter 
of the lotus feet of the Lord. The Supreme Personality of Godhead under- 
stands the position of His devotee. If a person derides a pure devotee, he 
is never recognized by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In other 
words, the Supreme Lord never excuses one who offends a pure devotee. 
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There are many examples of this in history. A great mystic yogi, Durvasa 
Muni, offended the great devotee Ambarisa Maharaja. The great sage 
Durvasa was to be chastised by the Sudargana cakra of the Lord. Even 
though the great mystic directly approached the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, he was never excused. Those on the path of liberation should 
be very careful not to offend a pure devotee. 


TEXT 22 
Rrvaaat aahaay 
facades faqs aa: | 
a asf Magers: 


TIGA TA TAY FAT Wl 


§riyam anucaratim tad-arthina§s ca 
dvipada-patin vibudhams ca yat sva-pirnah 
na bhajati nija-bhrtya-varga-tantrah 
katham amum udvisrjet puman krta-jfiah 


sriyam—the goddess of fortune; anucaratim—who follows Him; tat—of 
her; arthinah— those who aspire to get the favor; ca—and; dvi-pada-patin— 
rulers of the human beings; vibudhan—demigods; ca—also; yat—because; 
sva-purnah— self-sufficient; na—never; bhajati—cares for; nija—own; bhrtya- 
varga—on His devotees; tantrah—dependent; katham—how; amum— Him; 
udvisrjet—can give up; pumdan—a person; krta-jfiah— grateful. 


TRANSLATION 


Although the Supreme Personality of Godhead is self-sufficient, He be- 
comes dependent on His devotees. He does not care for the goddess of 
fortune, nor for the kings and demigods who are after the favors of the 
goddess of fortune. Where is that person who is actually grateful and will 
not worship the Personality of Godhead? 


PURPORT 


Laksmi, the goddess of fortune, is worshiped by all materialistic men, 
including big kings and demigods in heaven. Laksmi, however, is always 
after the Supreme Personality of Godhead, even though He does not re- 
quire her service. Brahma-samhita says that the Lord is worshiped by 
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hundreds and thousands of goddesses of fortune, but the Supreme Lord 
does not require service from any of them because if He so desires He can 
produce millions of goddesses of fortune through His spiritual energy, the 
pleasure potency. This very Personality of Godhead, out of His causeless 
mercy, becomes dependent on the devotees. How fortunate, then, is a devo- 
tee who is thus favored by the Personality of Godhead. What ungrateful 
devotee will not worship the Lord and enter into His devotional service? 
Actually a devotee cannot forget his obligation to the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead even for a single moment. Srila Vigvanatha Cakravarti Thakura 
says that both the Supreme Lord and His devotee are rasa-jria, full of tran- 
scendental humor. The mutual attachment between the Supreme Lord and 
His devotee is never to be considered material. It always exists as a tran- 
scendental fact. There are eight types of transcendental ecstasy (known as 
bhava, anubhava, sthayibhava and so on), and these are discussed in The 
Nectar of Devotion. Those who are unaware of the position of the living 
entity and the Supreme Person, Krsna, think that the mutual attachment 
between the Lord and His devotees is a creation of the material energy. 
Factually such attachment is natural both for the Supreme Lord and for 
the devotee, and it cannot be accepted as material. 


TEXT 23 

454 Tay 
efa WAqa WHAaI ATTCKIT | 
MATA ARAN TA SIAL Thats WA 


maitreya uvaca 
iti pracetaso rajann 
anyas ca bhagavat-kathah 
sravayitud brahma-lokam 
yayau svayambhuvo munih 


maitreyah uvdca—Maitreya said; iti—thus; pracetasah—the Pracetas; 
rajan—O King; anyah—others; ca—also; bhagavat-kathah—topics about the 
relationship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead; sravayitva—after 
instructing; brahma-lokam—to Brahmaloka; yayau—went back; svayam- 
bhuvah—the son of Lord Brahma; munih—the great sage. 
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TRANSLATION 


The great sage Maitreya continued: My dear King Vidura, Sri Narada 
Muni, the son of Lord Brahma, thus described all these relationships with 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead to the Pracetas. Afterwards, he re- 
turned to Brahmaloka. 

PURPORT 


One has to hear about the Supreme Personality of Godhead from a pure 
devotee. The Pracetas got this opportunity from the great sage Narada, 
who told them of the activities of the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
and His devotees. 

TEXT 24 


ash aeRahrld Tal SCTE | 
ztftary acne sarremernfa Fa N2vIl 


te ‘pi tan-mukha-niryatam 
yaso loka-malapaham 

harer nigamya tat-padam 
dhydayantas tad-gatim yayuh 


te—the Pracetas; api—also; tat—of Narada; mukha—from the mouth; 
niryatam—gone forth; yasah—glorification; loka—of the world; mala—sins; 
apaham— destroying; hareh—of Lord Hari; nisamya—having heard; tat—of 
the Lord; padam—feet; dhyayantah— meditating upon; tat-gatim—unto His 
abode; yayuh— went. 


TRANSLATION 


Hearing from Narada’s mouth the glories of the Lord, which vanquish 
all the ill fortune of the world, they also became attached to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Meditating on His lotus feet, they advanced to 
the ultimate destination. 


PURPORT 


Here it is seen that by hearing the glories of the Lord from a realized 
devotee the Pracetas easily attained strong attachment for the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Then, meditating on the lotus feet of the Supreme 
Lord at the end of their lives, they advanced to the ultimate goal, Visnu- 
loka. It is sure and certain that anyone who always hears the glories of the 
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Lord and thinks of His lotus feet will reach that supreme destination. As 
Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita: 


man-mana bhava mad-bhakto 
mad-yaji mam namas-kuru 

mam evaisyasi satyam te 
pratijane priyo ’si me 


‘‘Always think of Me and become My devotee. Worship Me and offer your 
homage unto Me. Thus you will come to me without fail. I promise you 
this because you are My very dear friend.’ (Bg. 18.65) 


TEXT 25 
aaastied ardent ad oftoea | 
waa A ATs afta URI 


etat te *bhihitam ksattar 
yan mam tvam pariprstavan 
pracetasam naradasya 
samvadam hari-kirtanam 


etat—this; te—unto you; abhihitam— instructed; ksattah—O Vidura; yat— 
whatever; mam—unto me; tvam—you; pariprstavan—inquired; pracetasam 
—of the Pracetas; nadradasya—of Narada; sarmvadam—conversation; hari- 
kirtanam— describing the glories of the Lord. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear Vidura, I have told you everything you wanted to know about 
the conversation between Narada and the Pracetas, the conversation de- 
scribing the glories of the Lord. I have related this as far as possible. 


PURPORT 


Srimad-Bhagavatam describes the glories of the Lord and His devotees. 
Because the whole subject matter is the glorification of the Lord, natu- 
rally the glorification of His devotees automatically follows. 
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TEXT 26 
WIR TWAT 


qT oy seaql aAMAraraatia: | 
da: fraavents faara ara ill 


Sri Suka uvdca 
ya esa uttanapado 
manavas yanuvarnitah 
vamésah priya-vratasyapi 
nibodha nrpa-sattama 


sri Sukah uvaca—Sri Sukadeva Gosvami; said; yah—which; esah—this 
dynasty; uttdnapadah—of King Uttanapada; manavasya—the son of 
Svayambhuva Manu; anuvarnitah—described following the footprints of 
previous dcaryas; vamsah—dynasty; priya-vratasya—of King Priyavrata; 
api—also; nibodha—try to understand; nrpa-sattama—O best of kings. 


TRANSLATION 


Sukadeva Gosvami continued: O best of kings [King Pariksit], I have 
now finished telling about the descendants of the first son of Svayambhuva 
Manu, Uttanapada. I shall now try to relate the activities of the descen- 
dants of Priyavrata, the second son of Svayambhuva Manu. Please hear 
them attentively. 

PURPORT 


Dhruva Maharaja was the son of King Uttanapada, and as far as the 
descendants of Dhruva Maharaja or King Uttanapada are concerned, their 
activities are described up to the point of the Pracetas. Now Sri Sukadeva 
Gosvami desires to descrie the descendants of Maharaja Priyavrata, the 
second son of Svayambhuva Manu. 


TEXT 27 
Tt ARCTARNARTET GARETT | 
Bra AST FAT Cal TATEITTI Rl 


yo naradad atma-vidyam 
adhigamya punar mahim 
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bhuktvd vibhajya putrebhya 


aigvaram samagat padam 


yah—one who; naradat—from the great sage Narada; atma-vidyam— 
spiritual knowledge; adhigamya—after learning; punah—again; mahim— 
the earth; bhuktva—after enjoying; vibhajya—after dividing; putrebhyah— 
unto his sons; aigvaram—transcendental; samagat—achieved; padam— 
position. 
TRANSLATION 


Although Maharaja Priyavrata received instructions from the great sage 
Narada, he still engaged in ruling the earth. After fully enjoying material 
possessions, he divided his property amongst his sons. He then attained a 
position by which he could return home, back to Godhead. 


TEXT 28 
am ag  atadaoqattrar 


TM PAFaAATAaEATy | 
TIETASTETGS = Oat 
AIR TA AH I eT URI 


imam tu kausdravinopavarnitam 
ksatta nigsamyajita-vada-sat-katham 
pravrddha-bhavo ’sru-kalakulo muner 
dadhara mirdhna caranam hrda hareh 


imam—all this; tu—then; kausdravinad—by Maitreya; upavarnitam— 
described; ksatta— Vidura; nigamya—after hearing; ajita-vaéda—glorification 
of the Supreme Lord; sat-katham—transcendental message; pravrddha— 
enhanced; bhavah—ecstasies; asru—of tears; kala—by particles; akulah— 
overwhelmed; muneh—of the great sage; dadhadra—captured; miirdhna—by 
the head; caranam—the lotus feet; hrda—by the heart; hareh—of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear King, in this way, after hearing the transcendental messages of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead and His devotees from the great sage 
Maitreya, Vidura was overwhelmed with ecstasy. With tears in his eyes, 
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he immediately fell down at the lotus feet of his guru, his spiritual master. 
He then fixed the Supreme Personality of Godhead within the core of his 
heart. 


PURPORT 


This is a sign of associating with great devotees. A devotee takes instruc- 
tions from a liberated soul and is thus overwhelmed by ecstasy from tran- 
scendental pleasure. As stated by Prahlada Maharaja: 


naisam matis tavad urukramanghrin 

sprsaty anarthapagamo yad-arthah 
mahiyasam pada-rajo ‘bhisekam 

niskificananam na urnita yavat (Bhag. 7.5.32) 


One cannot become a perfect devotee of the Lord without having 
touched the lotus feet of a great devotee. One who has nothing to do with 
this material world is called niskificana. The process of self-realization and 
the path home, back to Godhead, means surrendering to the bona fide 
spiritual master and taking the dust of his lotus feet on one’s head. Thus 
one advances on the path of transcendental realization. Vidura had this 
relationship with Maitreya, and he attained the results. 


TEXT 29 

fast Taq 
ASIA AER ATA BETA | 
akira: Te sahara ate USI 


vidura uvdca 
so ‘*yam adya maha-yogin 
bhavata karunatmana 
darsitas tamasah paro 
yatrakificanago harth 


vidurah uvaca— Vidura said; sah—that; ayam—this; adya—today; maha- 
yogin—O great mystic; bhavata—by you; karuna-atmana—most merciful; 
darsitah—I have been shown; tamasah—of the darkness; parah—the other 
side; yatra—where; akiiicana-gah—approachable by the materially free; 
harih—the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
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TRANSLATION 


Sri Vidura said: O great mystic, O greatest of all devotees, by your 
causeless mercy I have been shown the path of liberation from this world 
of darkness. By following this path, a person liberated from the material 
world can return home, back to Godhead. 


PURPORT 


This material world is called tamah, dark, and the spiritual world is 
called light. The Vedas enjoin that everyone should try to get out of the 
darkness and go to the kingdom of light. Information of that kingdom of 
light can be attained through the mercy of a self-realized soul. One also 
has to get rid of all material desires. As soon as one frees himself from 
material desires and associates with a liberated person, the path back 
home, back to Godhead, is clear. 


TEXT 30 
HAR SWF 


eemaey THAT fad THATS | 
ara fea: KEN ardtat Peart: 1201 


Sri Suka uvaca 
ity anamya tam amanirya 
viduro gaja-sahvayam 
svdnam didrksuh prayayau 
jiiatinam nirurtasayah 


ri Sukah uvaca— Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said; iti— thus; adnamya-— offering 
obeisances; tam—unto Maitreya; d@mantrya—taking permission; vidurah— 
Vidura; gaja-sahvayam—the city of Hastinapura; svandm—own; didrksuh— 
desiring to see; prayayau—left that place; jiatinam—of his kinsmen; 
nirurta-asayah—free from material desires. 


TRANSLATION 


Sukadeva Gosvami continued: Vidura thus offered obeisances unto the 
great sage Maitreya, and, taking his permission, started for the city of 
Hastinapura to see his own kinsmen, although he had no material desires. 


Text 31 | Narada Instructs the Pracetas 1595 


PURPORT 


When a saintly person wants to see his kinsmen, he has no material de- 
sire to see them. He simply wants to give them some instructions so that 
they can benefit. Vidura belonged to the royal family of the Kauravas, 
and although he knew that all the family members were destroyed at the 
Battle of Kuruksetra, he nonetheless wanted to see his elder brother, 
Dhrtarastra, to see if he could deliver him from the clutches of maya. 
When a great saintly person like Vidura sees his relatives, he desires only 
to deliver them from the clutches of maya. Vidura thus offered his re- 
spectful obeisances to his spiritual master and departed for the city of 
Hastinapura, the kingdom of the Kauravas. 


TEXT 31 
THA TUT Tat Taha | 
mpd wa: Aa TATA AAMT 113.211 


etad yah Srnuyad rajan 
rajnam hary-arpitatmanam 

ayur dhanam yasah svasti 
gatim aigvaryam apnuyat 


etat—this; yah—one who; sSrnuyat—hears; rajan—O King Pariksit; rajitadm 
—of kings; hari-unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead; arpita- 
atmanam—who have given their life and soul; a@yuh—duration of life; 
dhanam—wealth; yasah—reputation; svasti-good fortune; gatim—the ullti- 
mate goal of life; aigvaryam—material opulence; dpnuyat—achieves. 


TRANSLATION 


O King, those who hear these topics about kings who are com- 
pletely surrendered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead obtain with- 
out difficulty a long life, wealth, good reputation, good fortune and, 
ultimately, the opportunity to return home, back to Godhead. 


Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Fourth Canto, Thirty-first 
Chapter of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled ‘“‘Narada Instructs the 
Pracetas.”’ 


END OF THE FOURTH CANTO 


